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THE PROPHECY OF NAHUM AQAJN^T, ^gr JEyXf0JEj| 

OF JH* W ,.;,,- , ',„;', 

The burden of ' Nineveh : tfe book of W V^fcn J of 
Nahum the Elkoshite. ' j * : L H 

God is jealous, and the LpRDreyerigfeth: thfe fcoRU 
revengeth and is furious; the Lor!) will take"vfen- 
geance on his adversaries, and : he r£s^rveth wrafch fbifi 
his enemies. J - 

The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power 1 , hmA 
will not at all acquit the wicked: the Lord* ftAth hirf 
way m the whirlwind and in die storm, ahdth£ cloud* 
are the (lustof his feet. " 

He rfebuketh the sea r and mkketh l it dry, aftd-drieth 
up all the rivers : Bashan languished*; and Carmel, and 1 
the flower of Xebanon ianguisheth. 

The mountains quake at Mm, arid the hills melt, 
and the earth is burned at his presence, yea^ the world; 1 
$nd all that dwell therein. ; 

Who can stand before his* Indignation; and who 
can abide in the fierteness of his anger; taVfufy is' 
poured out like fire, and the rocks' are thrown down 
by him. •*.:»;. 

The Lord is good, a strong hold in tfte day of trdti-* 
ble; and he knoweth them that trust in him;' 

But with an over-running flood hew4U } mate an' 
utter end of^the place thereof, and darkless shal^^tf J * 
sue his enemies. -' r 

What do ye imagine against the Lonbi :( he will 
make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the se- 
cond t^ne. .'.''* 

Fdr while they be fclden together as thorny and 
1 Vot. IV. B white' 
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while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be de- 
voured as stubble fuDy dry; 

There is one come out of thee that imagineth evil 
against the Lord, a wicked counselled. 

Thus saith the Lord ; Though they be quiet, and 
likewise many, yet thus shall they be cut down, when 
he shall pass through. Thougn I have afflicted thee, 
I win afflict thee no more. 

.For now will I break his yoke from off thee, and 
will burst thy bonds in sunder. 

And the Lord hath given a commandment con- 
cerning thee, that no more of thy name be sown : out 
of the. house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image 
and the molten image : I will make thy grave ; for 
thou art vile. 

Behojd upon the mountains the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace: O Ju- 
dah, keep thy solemn feasts* perform thy vows: for 
the wicked shall no more pass through thee ; he is ut- 
terly cut off. 

He that dasheth in pieces is come up before thy face : 
keep the munition, watch the way, make thy loins 
strong,' fortify thy power mighjtily 

For the Lord hath turned away the excellency of 
Jacob, as the excellency of Israel : for the emptiers have 
emptied them out, and marred their vine branches. 

The shield of his mighty men is made red, the va- 
liant men are in scarlet: the chariots shall be with 
flaming torches in the day of his preparation, and the 
fir trees shall be terribly shaken. 

The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle 
one against another in the broad ways; they shall seem 
like torches, they shall run like the lightnings. 

He shall recount his worthies : they shall stumble in 1 
their walk ; they shall make haste to the wall thereof, 
and the defence shall be prepared. 

The 
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The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and thepar 
lace shall be Absolved. '* 

And Huzzab shall be led away captive, she shaft 
be brought up, and her maids shall lead her as with 
the "voice of doves, tabering upon their breasts. 

But Nineveh is of old like $ pool of water: yet they 
shall flee away. Stand, stand, shall* they cry; but none 
shall look back.' -> . *i * j 

Take ye the spoil of silver, tfakfe the spoil of gold ; 
for there is none end of the store and iglory out of all' 
the pleasant furniture. 

She is empty, and void, and waste: and the heart; 
rnelteth, and the knees smite together, and much pain 
is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather black- 
ness. '' ."'..♦•.: 

Where is the dwelling 1 of the lions/ and die feeding- 
place of the young* lions, where the lion, even the old 
lion, walked, and the lion's whelp, and hone made 
them afraid ? ", 

The lion did tear in pieces" enough for his wherps, 
and strangled for his lionesses, and filled his holes with 
prey* and his dens with ravin. -/" ,( - 

Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and I will burn her chariots in the smoke, and the 
sword shall devour thy young lions : and I will cut off 
thy prey from the earth, and the voice of my messen- 
gers shall no more be heard. 

Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and rob- 
bery ; the prey departeth not. 

The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of 
the wheels,* arid of the prancing horses, and of the 
jumping chariots. 

The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and 
the glittering spear: and there is a multitude of slain, ' 
and a great number. of carcases: and there is none end 
of their corpses ; and they stumble upon their corpses: ' 

B« Behold 
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And I will cast abominable fijtfi upqn, jtjiee* &JM& 
jmJM? tfree yifaaiyi yj^^t^e,as|i,^7i ^ ^fyjif yjf , 

And k shftfl coined pa#^ tfrat *Jl ^,^^.np<% 
thee shall 0** fa*n thee, ami say, ^.iji^^.i^j^ 
lyas^e: who wjU bemoan her? w^pc^ sJw^.I s^k 
<^prt^ %&**$; ; n , . 

Art thou better than populous No, thai; wa§ ^^j^ 
among tfawf&fa tJufthad tfce ^a^rou^a!*^ 
qfepge fggcigflfe vq|& tb**ea, f and, ,h*x,waJU wasj frpn> tfo* 
sea? 

ingnjte, Put; and ^ira were th^hfilper^ 
. Xetw.asishe carried a*(ajr, she wen£ into captiy^y :, 
her young children also were dashed in pieces at the, 
topofallfta streets: and tjiey cast lots, for her bonour- 
ajbfcmqn, and ajljher great men wece bound in chains.. 

Thou ajsp Qhajt be drunken* thou ahalt be hid,, thou, 
also shalt seek strength because of the enemy. 

jfclj, $£, strongholds shallbelike jig-trees with the 
fi>strripe figs.; if tibey be shaken, they, shall even feJJ 
into the mouth of the eate?. 

fiefcoJd,, thy people* iji the midst, of tfree are won*an: 

tbft<gat£8 oftftp lan4;sbaHbe*,set, wide open, unto thine 

6*£iuies: ^6nre.shaU,^ourtuy.b|irs A 

. Pcaw. thee, waters &r the siege, fortify thy strong 

holds: go into clay, and tread the morter^ make strong 

the,biickyhv ^ 

There shall the fire devour,, tjiee,; th$ sword shall cut 
tfces ofi^ U,sju^eat,lbe£, qjj, like, the, ganger wonnf 
make thyself niany as. the canker worm, make thyself 
as many as the locusts. 

Thou, hast multiplied, thy merchants, above tfye stars 

of heaven:, the: canker worm spoileth and fleeth away., 

' Thy; crowned arera the locusts,, and thy captains as 

the great grasshoppers^ whiqh camp,in the hedges in the; 

* cold 
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«*eM fey,1tatw]ifen the son tftfeeth «hey flfee away, aad 
their place is not known where they aire. 

Ttty gfceffeferds sfeuiibef ><> fciflg tof Assyria : %hy ao^ 
i£e* sftfaBdweli in %Kfe fast ; «*>£ pet*pfe is «<*N«rci 
<gpoh tfhe fttounfeins, and no man gtfttaffcfth them. 

l^efe'ls Yio feefllfeg fcf thy touite* thy wbowi is 
grievous ; all that hear the bruit of thee tfhsU dap tfe* 
ISatiAfl^ih^ wtcked- 

Atittf Bflltllfrf' tf iii Hfcfc frliH ii $ 

WOD HBOvu wIinnQBUT • 
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. ^:%entahccj bt 'tftoeWh at the preaching <tf Jo- 
TB^ 1 ^wV» snc^i 1 ^oritihiiancfe ; tfcfe pet^e ; 6o0h re* 



bne if tliese kings) Wrifcd 4 his aWns agaJAsi *e king ' 

and people ^rJsr^/Ovef w^oin he wite suftmltb 

jif^vaH, as;hWbet& ulrea&y fefatfed. fcbrne years after- 

waroV Sennacherib, thej&bn' Otitis mbtefrch, at te m p te d 

$& subjtelibh if *uM^; ; ana;was *> '«* sttefccsftd 

fts.tt ifiake ^titett nitfon' ICftbWtary to him; but that ft 

In^htnbt 1 he s\Ypp6se3 tMs ^resuYnptuOus King, and his 

Subjects who jbfifed wifti hhri,iftfould escapfe wMi hi*. 

~P<p1ty, dr^It the] L^XtfWaVTfti uncbhiWrrtW sjjectt- 

^"ifA^^frfceekin^J'the. jM^iet J^um-was'fii- 

•spired to' fbretel thfe i^TbaihJh^ fnSMbl^ Ad Jtf 

ttiheveh. ? It*s\iot e^r.essly SaToytitet 'ftafcifth hael, 

Hke Jonah, a commission to go to this proud city; but 

h itf agreeable to the usual method of providence, *m 

those a£esto suppose, that the threatenings of Divine 

vengeance Were denounced in the ears of the heathen 

nations, trefofe they were put in execution; and that 

B 3 they 
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they were afterwards recorded, to serve *s luting testi- 
monies of Divipe justit^v ... .,„.<.... , 
. Nahum lived in^k^ refigj* -of Hezekiah, about 90 
years after Jonah.: } His prophecy in the original He* 
brew is a fine poem in very sublime language; it is 
impossible to. read. even the translation of it without 
great emotion. 

From (he opening of this ppopheey it is evident tfcat 
the Lord was merciful as well aajust i$ h^de^Un? witb 
the heathen nations. What a picture does the prophet 
give of the Assyrians, what comfortable hopes does he 
hold out to the Lord's faithful people, and in what a 
lively manner does he describe the process of the siege, 
the inundation of the river, the capture of the place, 
the captivity, lamentation, and flight, of the inhabit- 
ants, the sacking ,of the wealthy city,, and the conse- 
quent desolation and terror ! How beautiful is the alle- 
gory that succeeds the description! Nineveh is repre- 
sented as a great princess,, led captive, with her maids 
£ of honour attending her, bewailing her condition, and 
their own, with tears and bitter lamentation.. Nahum 
jttext denounced a woe against Nineveh, for her perfictjr 
and violence. He draws forth in array before our eyes, 
the number of her chariots and cavalry, points to her 
burnished arms, and to the great and .unrelenting 
jshmghter which she spreads around her. He ascribe* 
to her idolatry one cause of her ignominious and unpi- 
tied fall, which he, compares to the dreadful destruction 
of No, a famous city of Egypt: he then beautifully 
describes the ease with which her strong holds should 
be taken, and her pusillanimity during the siege; pro* 
nounces that all her preparations, her numbers, opu- 
lence, and chieftains, would be of no avail; and that 
her tributaries would desert her. The whole concludes 
with declaring the incurableness of her disease, and 

M her 

N 
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her utter destruction, and witfi introducing the na- 
tions she had oppressed, exulting with joy at her fait**. 



r i 



SECTION II. 

■ 

. TU$ CONCLUSION OF THE BEIGN OF HE2EKIAH 

KING OF JUDAH. ,• • ' 

Frwn 2 Chrw. Chap. xxxn<-~2 Kings, Chap. xx. 

And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and hot 
neur: and he made himself treasuries for silver, and for 
gold, and for precious stones, and for spices, and for 
shields, and for all manner of pleasant jewels:, Store- 
houses also for the increase of coito, and rt^e and oil; 
and stalk for all manner Of beasts, and cotes for flocks. 

Moreover* he provided him cities, and possessions of 
flocks ahd herds in abundance; for Gop had given him 
substance very much. . 

This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper Water* 
course of Gihon: and brought it straight down to the 
west aide of the city* of David. And Hezekiah prospered 
in all his works* . 

But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the 
benefit done unto him; for. bis heart was lifted np f 
therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judab 
and Jerusalem* 

Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled himself for the 
pride of his heart, both he and the .inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, so that the wrath of the Lord dame not upon 
mem in the days of Hezekiah. 

• Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of the 

• • • • 

* A great part of the foregoing Annotations are copied from a 
very useful work lately published, to which 1 am glad to directjny 
readers, as it will greatly, facilitate the study of the prophecies. It 
is entitled, A Summary Vim and Explanation of the Writing* qftJic 
Propjtett, kc by John Smith, D. D. Printed at Edinburgh, 1786. 

B 4i - princes 
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nrincesjof Baiyjon, who Bml injto him- to enquire of 
1^. wog&r *ba* *ra* dpnejn the land, God left him 
to try him, that he might know all that was in his 
heart; 

For at that time Merodach-baladan, the son of Bala* 
dan king of Babylon, feent -letters and a present to He- 
zekiah: for he had -beard that he had been sick, and 
was recovered. 

Arid Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed "them 
dte^tttise efhh precious tkmgs;thesir«sr» «ndihe geld, 
3*1 4he epic**, and the pacta* Jfaismv^'alltJte 
heusetf M**m<mr t aad 4dl*hat «« 6wp* in km tree> 
stttes: thet* w#e nethaeg 4n his house, nor (hi *fi his 
d^kii^iv^t Hea^dah shewed Jthe»notw . 
-• **k*i easse* Jsaioh (lie fftoffhat sstto long Hesrtkihhy 
attd 4»M 4ttf* him, What «aii these men? md torn 
whonce oafee they «itt> thee? and Hesekiih -said, 
They are come from a far country arteum, emuJwu a. 
Batytsn, ;, » -.*,. (<■•* " 

OThin^aid ke, what have ifceyeeenin thine 'bmi^ 
A*d Jfeflefciafr ttasffofed, AM that is hi t*to* house 
have they seen: there is nothing among toy treadle* 
that I>hfctt^J$hew^«hetti. 

a fRierfftai* Isaiah «o Hezekiah, Heav steward of the 
Lotto of tysts. 

Behold the days come, that all that is inthiae heuse, 
and that which thy fathers have lai<J up in atone tx&til 
this dajH ahaflta oarriadto Babylon; aething shall he 
left, vafshthe Lord. 

And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which 
thou ehak have, shall they take away; and ftkeyehall 
he slaves in the palace of die king of Babylon* 

Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of < 
the Lord which thou hast spoken: he said moreover, 
For there shall be peace and truth in my davs. 

And 
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And ftefc&iah steat with hte t faft&'$ Ithd £hey btf- 
rie'd him in' ; tftej clhlerest of the ."j^t8dirt» 6* the sons m* 
David. An* Ml Sudan ahd 7 ^ ! iiAabStttnt8 of JfeVuSfc. 
lem did him honour 'at his deSth. And ManaSSeh his 
soli reigned in his stead. 

'Heftddtik, tiiotigh m Me gerfefrai ehirafcter A vfcry 
gocid man, was not proof agatnst such a tide of prospe* 
rity as flowed hi tutor! 1 Win. He gbtied in Wis wealA 
and greatness*, as if trigy had been acquired by Ms &W& 
abilities, forgetful of the nandof theSLofcDj Which *&4 
Wotfght fed wonddftd a ddrVoranee fo* him and Ms 
people; ahd hiade an ostentatious display of the riches 
Md strtertfeth 'Offrl^ kttgtioWito tihe Babylonian ambas- 
sadors. ' r .'' 

6a#yt.6n is suppo&d to have been originally founded 
by Nirnrod, and to have been ftte first kingdom in the 
tffrtld; tfcft there is flftte saifl about it m Scripture tSH 
thfethne rjfHetfekiah;* fromwhlfch some learned authors 
suppose, * that 1#t if {his 1 kingdom rose to any great 
height after ft was first founded, it had sunk again els 
others had done, and was therefore inconsiderable at 
the tftroe of A& daptivky of the ten bribes of Israel. It 
appears very probably that die Assyrian and Babylo- 
nian kings Vteretwfr branches of the same family, and 
tha^i*tjL, the<nVst Assyrian eariqweror, left two eons, 
ttgfctth-pitesar and Naboriassar; tothe former of whom 
We bequeathed tire kingdom of Assyria, arid the Btfoy- 
Ionian td the tetter.* Tiglath*pilesar r the elder, resided 
at Nmevtfi, the original *eat of the empire j while 
Nabonassar, wh» was tfee yofinger brother, held his re- 
sidence at Babylon. As the two kingdoms were go* 

* Sir Isaac Newton's Chronology — Universal History. 

B 5 verned 
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rented by princes of the same family, it is likely that 
there was great harmony between them, and that the 
younger branch at Babylon acknowledged a kind of 
superiority in, and subjection to, the elder in Nineveh; 
and this affinity accounts for the Assyrian king's for- 
bearing the molest Babylon, whose situation would 
otherwise have attracted his first attention, when he 
had formed a design of extending his dominions." 

Of the kings that succeeded Nabonassar in Babylon, 
nothing is recorded in Scripture till the reign of Bero- 
dach,'or Merodach-baladan, who sent the embassy to. 
Hezekiah. He is supposed to have had a double mo- 
tive for sending, first to inform himself concerning the 
prodigy of the sun's retrogression, and also to express 
his friendly disposition towards a king who seemed to 
be favoured by the idol, to whom the Babylonians paid 
adoration; for they wot shipped the sun, and were very 
skilful in the science of astronomy. 

The conduct of Hezekiah was highly blameable, 
but the dreadful message he received by the prophet 
brought him to a sense of his error; therefore no far- 
ther punishment was inflicted^ than informing him, 4 
that the Babylonians would, in a short time, not only 
strip his kingdom of all that was most valuable in it, 
but would even reduce some of his family to a state of 
slavery: this must doubtless have been a great mortifi- 
cation to Hezekiah, but it was his duty to acquiesce in 
the dispensations of infinite wisdom, and goodness^ and 
be comforted himself with the thought*, that pea&jind 
tndh would remain in his days; and doubtless depended 
on the promises of God, repeatedly made by the pro- 
phets, that He would protect and sustain all those who 
served Him with a perfect heart and willing mind, even 
if they were reduced- to a state of captivity; and the 
aequeUhews, that his hopes were well-grounded. 

In 
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In the days of Hezekiah lived the prophet Micak, 
" His prophecies concerned both Israel and Judah^ 
He reproved them for their sins, with great warmth 
and indignation; and, for the cojnfort of the godly, de- 
livered many things concerning the Messiah*," which 

will be noticed in a subsequent part of this history, 

• 

SECTION III. 

THE REIGN OF MANASSSH KINO OF JUDAH* 

From 2 Chron. Chap, xxxiii. 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to 
reign. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, after the abominations of the heathen whom the 
Loud cast out before the children of Israel. 

For he built up again the high places which Heze- 
kiah his father had destroyed: and he reared up qltars 
for Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Is- 
rael; and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served 
them* 

And he built altars in the house of the Lord, of 
which the Loud said, In Jerusalem will I put my name. 

And he built altars for all the host of heaven, in the 
two courts of the house of the Lord. 

And he made, his son pass through the fire, and ob- 
served times, and used inchantments, and dealt with 
familiar spirits, and. wizards: he wrought much wick- 
edness in the sight of the Lord to provoke him to 
auger. 

/Ind he set a graven image of the grove that he had 
made in the house of which the Lord said to David, 
and. to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusa- . 

* Dr.. Smith's Summary View. 

B6 lent. 
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Ato-'fcKicfc f Ijftvte d*o»en bilt *f «Hthe tribes of Israel, 
Ufll I pWiny^name'for ever. 

Neither will I mafre the fee* ©f Israel move my 
rattae tmt of Ate feittd whfteh I gave to their ftthem : 
tmfy if they irill observe to da according to ail ftMt 2 
have CoVntnartded-them, and according to afl the tew 
that my servant Moses commanded them. 

But they hearkenejl oot:. and Manasseh seduced 
them to do more evil than did the nations whom the 
JjORd destroyed before the children of Israel, 



Annotations and reflections. 

Manasseh seems to have been naturally of a vicious 
disposition, and most likely he despised the admonitions 
of those to whom his father had committed the care of 
his education ; and thought that, because he was heir to 
tjie tlirone, he stood in no need of instruction. There ■ 
were, without doubt, persons in the court ready to flat- 
ter his vices and follies, with a view to their own ad- • 
vancement and the restoration of those idolatries from 
which Hezekiah had reformed the nation : however it 
was, Manasseh surpassed in 'wickedness all the kings of 
Judah who had been before him, particularly by die 
impious act of placing an idol in the house of the 

tftfttD* 

* "Hie people were too ready to follow the* bad exam- 
pie of their sovereign, and conspired with him to banish, 
if possible, their God out of the land. Those who con- 
tinued faithful could no* longer attend divine worship 
in the Temple, as it wns now dedicated to idols. If 
we consider the conditions of the covenant which God 
had repeatedly made with his people, we must per* 
ewe the enormity of their offence. 

SECTION 
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SECTION IV* 

CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF MAN ASS EH. 

From 2 JKAgs, Chmp. taiu 2 Ckron* Chap, xxxiii 

And the Lord spike by his servants the prophets, 
Saying, Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done 
these abominations, and hath done wickedly above aB 
that the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath 
made Judah also to sin with his idols: 

Therefore, thus saith the Lofcn God of Israel, Be- 
hold I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem and Ju- 
dah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his ears snail 
tingle. 

And I w51 totretch over Jerusalem the line of Sama- 
ria, and the phinmietjof the house of Ahab ; and I will 
wipe Jerusalem an a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and 
turning it upside down. 

And I whl forsake the remnant of mine inheritance, 
and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and 
they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies; 

Because they have done that which was evil in my 
sight, and have provoked me to anger, since the day their 
fathers came forth (out of Egypt, even unto this day. 

Moreover, Manaateh shed innocent blood very modi, 
till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to ano&er ; 
beside his sin, wherewith he made Judah to sin, in do* 
ing that which was evil m the sight of the Lord. 

Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the oap* 
tains of die host rf the king of -Assyria, which took 
Manasseh among the thorns, and bound hkn with let* 
ters, and carried him to Babylon. 

And when Manasseh' was in affliction, he besought 
the Load Ms God, and humbled himself greatly before 

thre Go» ©f hfe (fathcos* 

And 
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, And prayed unto him ; and he was entreated of him 
and heard his supplication, and brought him again to 
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew 
that the Lord he was God. 

Now after^ this Manasseh built a wall without the 
city of David, and compassed about Opbel, and raised 
it up a very great height, and put captains of war in 
all the fenced cities of Judah. 

And he took away the strange gods, and the idols out 
of the house of the Lord, and all the altars that he had 
built in the mount of the house of the Lord, and in 
Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. 

And he repaired the altar of the Lord, and sacrific- 
ed tfeereon peace offerings, and thank-offerings, and 
commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel. 
. Nevertheless, the people did sacrifice still in the high 
plaoes yet unto the Lord their God only. 

And Manasseh reigned fifty and five years, and slept 
with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his 
own house, in the garden of Uzza, and Amon his son 
reigned in his- stead* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 

The people would not have been punished beyond 
their deserts if they had been taken from the world by 
a sudden judgment from heaven ; but we find that the: 
Almighty yin remembrance of his promises to Abraham 
Isaac, and Jacob, and his faithful servant David, sent, 
prophets repeatedly to .teach diem their duty, to reprove 
and to convert them ; but they hardened their hearts,, 
and despised his meroy, till at last he permitted the 
Assyrians to prevail against them. 

Isaiah in particular not only warned the *tn/w/Israel- 
ites in general of the danger they incurred by offending? 
Go*D,bu#delivered many predictions for the. comfort of 

the 
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tht faithful concerning their return from captivity, and 
the kingdom, of Messiah. He also foretold the judg- 
ments that would fall upon the Assyrians, Babylonians, 
Moabites, Ethiopians, Egyptians, Tyrians, and other 
heathen nations with whom the kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah were concerned, which were literally fulfilled, 
as we shall occasionally remark. It is supposed that he 
was put to death by Manasseh. 

How lQng Manasseh continued in prison, and by what 
means he regained his liberty, we are not told ; but we 
may judge of the miseries he endured from his prayer 
which is preserved among the Apocryphal* writings. 

"" manasseh's prayer. 

O Lord, Almighty God of our fathers, Abraham, 
Isadc, and Jacob, and of their righteous seed: wfio 
hast made heaven and earth, with all the ornament 
thereof.' who hast bound the sea by the word of Thy 
commandment : who hast shut up the deep, and sealed it 
by Thy terrible and glorious name : whom all men fear, 
and tremble before Thy power : fir the Majesty of Thy 
glory cannot be borne, and Thme angry threatening to- 
wards sinners, i^insupportable : But Thy merciful pro- 
mise is unmeasurable and unsearchable : for Thou art 
the most high Lord, of great compassion, long-suffer- 
ing, very merciful, and repentest of the evils of men. 
Thou O Lord,' according to Thy great goodness, hast 
promised repentance, and forgiveness to them that have 
sinned against Thee : and of Thine infinite mercies hast 
appointed repentance unto sinners, that they may be sav- 
id. Thou therefore, Lord, that art the God of the 
just, hast not appointed repentance to the just, as to 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, which have not sinned 
against Thee, but thou hast appointed repentance unto 
me that am a sinner tfor I have sinned above the num- 
ber 



her qf the sands of the sea. . My transgressions, © Li>RD} 
ate multiplied, my transgressions are multiplied': andt 
am not worthy to hehold and s&e ike height of heaven, 

Jbr the multitude of % mtne iniqtdtie^. lam towed down 
with many iron bands, that I cannot lift up mine head, 
neither have any release : Jbr I have provoked Thy 
wrath, and done evit before Thee : I did not thy wiU 9 
neither kept I Thy commandments : £ have set ( up abo- 
minations, and ha*6e multiplied offences. Afotc therefore 
1 baud the knee of my hearty beseeching Thee qf grace : 
I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, and I acknow- 
ledge mine iniquites ; wherefore I humbly beseech Thee 

forgive me, Lord, forgive me, and destroy me not 
with mine iniquities. Be not angry with me Jbr ever 9 
by reserving evil Jbr me, .'Wither cmddfoh -nf* itoto 'the 
fewer parts qf the earth. For Ikm art t%e 'God* men 
the God of them thai repent: and in n*» ; Thm wilt 
shew all Thy goodness : Jbr thou wUt save me -that am 
unworthy, according to Thy great mercy. Therefore I 
will praise Thee Jbr ever atttke days of my UJt ': Jbr Q& 
the powers of the heavens do praise Thee, and Thine is 
glory Jbr ever and ever*. Aiiteh. 

Manasseh's penitence seems to have been Very sincere, 
and the Lord accepted it according to the promise made 
mhie holy name by Moses that if his -people would ret wm 
unto the Lord their Gob, with all their hettrts and with 
aU their souk, that then he would turn their captivity, and 
have compassion upon them, and vmdd bring them tate the 
land which their fathers possessed** . 

Manasseh did all in his power to repair the ramcbief 
he had done to hie kingdom by his impiety, and seems 
to hare been pardoned for hk offence, and to have been 
blessed with prosperity in the latter part of his reign* 
We have reason to suppose, that the people of Judah 

* Ueui xxx. 2, and sequel* 

did 
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dM n6t hean% content 4#tois enrrde*?out* «fcr, their In- 
formation; but retained ttn inclination ty 4<tolatns«B 
practices, ofie of tifeitfti they «*»ti*at>ely aflhtoW to, 
namely, sacrificing on high places, notwithstanding***^ 

Hie pwfdkffifen of Isaiah to fttatekiife ww ao4n A4- 
SHea*. It is*ttid Aat M&nasaeh ^was cashed rateftthsr* 

*e ifet^taffe ttfetftitte ^ the ^wuwy W^tfae Ast»yfct» 
empire* 

* EssA%-*ABbow, tile sea ef&eusjafcrerijsv « j gitod 
over €He Assyttai tttOMffohy, which wasdftMep «to 4e- 
*ay tt&is ftttetf* d***^ in co»*«|u«ttce tj£ fcs defeat 
at Jerusalem, and the retail <tf *he Mt A ^c -^bdb efrdi 
supposed that the kindred race of the Babylonish kings 
becoming extinct, or setae rthe* cause producing an 
inter reign in that kingdom, Essar-haddon laid hold of 
the opportunity, and tmitefr Babylon itoiSie 'Sown of 
Assyria. Grown potent by this union, he proceeded to 
establish his power over the more distant parts of his 
attpivfe, and touched i**o &yri«H a^d #gtia#t the rem- 
nant of Israel and the kingdom of Judah: the two#w?-; 
iser fee rmi#V0& to distant land»,;ao, that they tfpjr *ceas- 
dd.tOrfee asAftoas, «*dr in t^ir *tfad iatiwdueed a sup- 
ply of fet$ig»e*s. He attempted tf> 'reduce Juchu\ to . 
the stfcte of dflfiandftfioe it was ta during the reign of. 
Wag Ah*2, and so fer succeeded es to take Mataa*f»V 
aswe have read f»" . t 

11 Essar-haddon next resolved to invade Egypt aad. 

. • &fefi Kings*™. 3t, fee* ' . \ 

f This king is called, in different parts of Smptotfe* Avpr-frd- 
d>», Sttrcfodon, Sergon, a»d dsnqpper. Thp famous jeyplojt. of 
Judith, in killing Holjfcntes, is placed irt the days of Mauassek ; but 
as it has no connection with, the history of the kings of Judah, and* 
is difficult to explain, it is omittahicre : and the history of Tobft 
is passed over for the same reasons* 

v Ethiopia; 
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Ethiopia ; which he did accordingly, and carried with 
him into captivity great numbers of the inhabitants; 
he held these kingdoms in subjection to him three 
years. 

" Thus did Essar-haddon extend his dominions, and 
spread, once more, the terror of the Assyrian name far 
and near. After a glorious reign of many years he 
died t in the thirty-first year of Manasseh, and was sue-, 
eeeded by Saosduchinus, called in Scripture Nebucha- 
doriosar. Essar-haddon is supposed to have been a mild 
and gracious prince, and particularly kind to the cap- 
tive Jews, whom his father Sennacherib had treated 
with great cruelty, after his hasty return to Nineveh 
from the siege of Jerusalem." 

SECTION V. 

,£HK BEIGN Off AMON KING OF JUDAJI. 

> • - - . * 

Front & CkroA. Chap, xxxiii. 

Am6n was two and twenty years old when he began 
tOTeign. ' 

But he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, as did Manasseh his fhther: for Amon sacrificed 
unto all the carved images which Manasseh his father 
had made, and served them; and humbled not himself 
before the Lord, as Manasseh his rather had humbled 
himself; but Amon trespassed more and mote, and he 
reigned two years. • 

And his servants conspire^ against him, and slew him 
in hfe own house. 

But the people of the land slew all them that had 
conspired against king Amon; and the people of the 
land made Josiah his son king in his stead, 

* Pride juk*s Connection. 

ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS am> REFLECTIONS. 

. When Manasseh was dead, and the people were no 
longer restrained by his authority from the worship of 
idols, they returned to their former abominations; and 
Amon, their young king, deluded as we may suppose 
by some persons whose opinion he valued*, encouraged 
their impiety, and strove to justify it by his own exam* 
pit. N* excuse can be made for him, as we may con* 
dude that Manasseh had instructed him in his duty 4 , 
and informed him of the sad effects of his own bad con* 
duct; he should therefore have rejected the evil coun- 
sel of those who endeavoured to draw him aside from 
the true <jod: but youth are too apt to lend a willing 
ear to suo$ as flatter them, and encourage* their vices 
and follies. - How juuch 'happier are those, whether 
kings or subject©, who contract early habits of piety 
and virtue, who stedfastly resolve to serve their God, 
and promote the welfare of their fellow-creatures. Had 
Amon acted thus, he would have enjoyed a prosperous 
and honourable reign,, i» eonsequencexrf Gfflrti cove* 
nant with the house of David. 
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SECTION VI. 

THE REIGN OF JOSIAH KING OF JUDAM. 

... • j 

From 2 Chronicles^ Chap, xxxiv. 

» 

Josiah was eight years, old when he began to reign* 
And he-did that which was right' in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked in tl*e ways of David his father, and 
declined neither to the right hand nor to the left. • 

For in the eighth year of his reign, while be was yet 
young, he began to seek after the God of David his fa- 
ther* and in the twelfth year- he began ta purge Judah 

and 
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and Jerusalem from the high phtoes, and the groves, 
and the carved images, and the molten images. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTfOm- 

Joaiah was very young w&g* he came to tfce tJawro*; 
hat had an excellent disposition* *nd i» all _probt*Wi*j 
go#d guardians. His ^jwfya»>andr)piety displajted tHfert* 
s*te**£ «n <aarly age, ibr he *m mjW*to*b&ftw&te 
ymb oM when he asamed the government, m& fctfgdn 
thefe^btmation <tfhi«k%4wn. It*iahhadh**nilbf*g 
dq*& h^k^aaedy^L^^l^f^^^^w^tB^^tN^t 
pwph** Jevesdek, aa ac#*fo«fcer and etfvqaeHibftbthJa 
gottd prince, andtte pi^*f^rt <tf h^^ub^e^^ «|4^« 
% wpmkot: to thine wh» aegfatftd IMF dulftfc' cSfoflWt 
mfatt* ^tfie^rifemgjLdf <&ft ( f>ttft§* wffljfetlftrt* 
lB«a|rate <hk frerioA of *ate ed WWrjfci-.rjA , -io .vspihi 

'A')' '■) \\ .,•: •••:•<-. wt //; • /j*. '(lj>.iiify„.]Ji Oiiff t 'j ;1hv Bit** 

.••:.,. (J *to Orti.'nr o*l) fiji/.' '),iMi 
Prom Cftop. i, 8fC. 
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In the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, king of 
Judah, the Wo an of the Lord came unto mete remiah, 
the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests that were in Ana- 
noth, in the Jand of Benjamin, saying, Before thou wert 
brought into existence, I knew thee ; before thou earn- 
est, jnto the world,, I ssmdtfed thee; andfow^ained fhee 
<« prophfet unto all nations, 1 

Then said I, Ah, Load God, bcftwld Icatoaot speak: 
for L am a child. 

Rut the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child: 
-for thou eh alt go to aU that I shall send the*, and what- 
<soever I command theethou shB*t#jieak* 

Be 



Be not afraid of. t^ip, faces, j Cob! *W. wjth tjiffo, to 
deliver thee^. sajththe Lqrd^. . . 

Then the Lord put forth his hajri N 4f, and touched jgjv 
mouth. Ap$ % j^pR* sai& untQ nw*, Sehol& I ]»»ve 
put> my words in thy mouth, - 

See,T have this day set thee over tfce natipn^ q#cl 
over the kingdoms^jtojootout^and to pull dx>w#, and. 
to destr^ov, and .to^hrow down ; to build, and to p}an£» 

.Moreover, the Word of the.£oRD qarae unto me 9 
saying, Jeremiah, what se^st-djio^? And I said, I fiee.^ 
rod of an almond tree* - . > 

► .The, n,said the Lord unto- me,. Thou hast, well seen : 
for I will .hastqn m£ word to perform it. - 

And the Word of the Lqr.d came-unto va& the seoomi 
time, saying, What sees t f thou? And I said I see a seeth- 
ing pot, and the face t there,of i$ toward the north. 

Then .the t»ORp said unto meout of tht north an evil 
shall break fprth uppiralLthe inhabitants q( the, land. 

For lo, I will, call all the families of the kingdoms of 
the north, saith the Lqrd :. and they . sjiajl cpme, and. 
they shall set every, on^e his throne a£ the entering q£ 
the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof 
round about,, and against all the cities of Judah... - 

And I' will jitter my judgments against them touch* 
ing all tljeir'. wickedness, who have forsaken, me, and 
have burned incense tin to other gods, and. worshipped 
the works of then; own hands. 

Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and, arise and spe.ak. 
un$6, them, all that I command thee j be not dismayed 
a* their faces : i^st I'confgund tjfee before , them. 

For }>ehpld> I have made, thee this, day, a defended 
city, and an, iron pifl&r, andp prd$en wajfs against the 
whole Jiand, against the . kings o£ .Judah, against the 
princies thereof, against the ,nnesis 'thereof, and against 
the people of the land. 

•j; ■ - Ahd- 
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And they shall fight against thee, but they shall not 
prevail against thee ; for I am with thee', saith the 
Lord, to deliver thee. 

Moreover, the Word of the Lord came to me, say- 
ing Go, and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, I remember thee, the kindness of thy 
youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest 
after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. 

Israel was holiness unto the Lord, and the first fruits 
of his increase : all that devour him shall offend ; evil 
shall come upon them, saith the Lord. 

Hear ye the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, 
and all the families of the house of Israel : Thus saith 
the Lord, What iniquity have your fathers found in 
me that they are gone far from me, and have walked 
after vanity, and are become vain ? 

Neither said they, Where is the Lord, that brought 
us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the 
wilderness ; through a land of deserts, and of pits, 
through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death ^ 
through a land that no man passeth through, and where?' 
no man dwelt ? \ " ' 

And I brought you into a plentiful courifiryj > to eat 
the fruit thereof, and the goodness thereof : but when 
ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage . 
an abomination. ' 

The priests said not, Where is the Lord ? and tjiey 
that handle the law knew me 1 not ': the pastors also 
transgressed against me, .and the prophets prophesied by 
Baal, and walked after things that do' not profit- \ , 

Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the .Lord, 
andwithyour children's children will I pleadY ',*'*" \ 

Tor pass over the isles of dhittim, and see ; and send 

unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if ther^' 

be such a thing. : * 

Hatk 
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Hath a nation changed their gods ) which are yet 
no gods ; hut my people have changed their glory for 
that which doth not profit. 

Be astonjphed, O ye heavens, at this, and be horri* 
bly afraid ; be ye very desolate, saith the Lord. 

For my people have committed two evils ; they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hevred 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can • hold no 
water. 

t Is Israel a servant ? is he a home-born slave ? why is 
he spoiled? 

The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and 
they made his land waste: his cities are burned without 
inhabitant. 

Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have 
broken the crown of thy head. " : 

Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that 
thou hast forsaken the Lord ' thy God, when he led 
thee by the way ? 

And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, 
to drink the waters of Sihor ? or what hast thou to do 
in the way of' Assyria, to drink the waters of thd river? 

Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and * thy 
backsliding shall reprove thee: know therefore and 
see, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast, 
forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in - 
thee, saith the Lord God of hosts. 

For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst 
thy bands ; and thou saidst, I will not transgress ; when 
upon every high hill, und under every green tree thou 
waaderest. 

Tet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right 
seed : how then art thou turned into the degenerate 
plant of a strange vine unto me ? 

For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take- thee 

much 
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much 4Qtp& yet thine iniquity is makred before me, 
mtib the ko*#> Gpo. 

How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I' hove not 
gone after Baali*&? See thy wop in the va&^top^.what 
thou bast done: thou art a swift dromedary, traversing 
bar way** a wiW asaused? to the wilderness, that snuff- 
etb up the . wiwkafc her pleasure; iph$n occasion who 
emeu tunijhsD.alTay i all they th#t seek her will not 
weary themselves : in her mouth they shall find hen 
.. i Withhold .thyifoot from- being unshpd*and thy throat 
from thirst But thou saidst, There is no hope. .No,: 
iutf I have-loved, s|«ft»gess, aad -After. th?ra will Lgou 

A& the tbiefjs ashamed when he is found; so is the 
house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their prin- 
ces, and. their priejte*. and their prophets, saying, to a 
stock, Thou art my father,; and^to ^ stone, Thou hast 
brought me forth* For they h^e- turned their -hack 
unto me, and not th^ir 4aee: but in the time of their 
trouble they will say, Arise, and save; us. < 

, But whera are thy gods that thou; hast made thee ? 

let them arise, if they <#msa,ve thee in the time of thy 

troupe: for according to th.e number of thy. cities, *r$: 

thy g*to> O Judah. 

Wh$itf£oi»'wilLye plea£ witfy me? ye all haare tran$ ? ; 

pressed; against me, saith the Lo^n. . 
In vain have I smitten y^our children,:, the^ received, 

no correction: your own swprd< Iftth devoured ypiur, 

prophets, lijie a destroying lion. 
- O generation,, gQo.ye the word of the Load : Have v I 

been a>. wilderness unta Israel? a. land of darkness? 

wherefore say my people, We are lords ; we will come 

no: more unto thee? 
Why gaddeat.- t}iou about so much to change thy 

way? thou also shaltrbe. ashamed, of Egypt, as thpu 

was* a&JuufteA of -limjt. ia, 

Yea, 
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Ye*, thou shah go forth-front him, and thine hand* 
upon thine head: for the Lord hath rejected thy Con- 
fidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them. 

Wilt thou not from this time, cry unto me, My father 
thou art the guide of my tyouth ? Will fee reserve his aa- 
getfor ever? will he keep it to. the end? Behold, thou 
hast spoken and done evil. things as thou couldest* 

• Go,- and proclaim these words towards the north, and 
*ay, Return thou backsliding Israel, saith the Low, 
and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you; lor 
I am merciful saith the Lord, and I will not keep an- 
ger for ever. 

: Only acknowledge thine iniquity that thou hast 
transgressed against the Lord thy, God, and hast scat* 
tereid thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, 
•and ye have, not obeyed my voice, saith the Lord. - 

Turn, O backsliding children saith the Lord, for I 
am married unto you: and I will take you owe of a ci- 
ty, and two of a family, and I will, bring you to Zion. 

And I will give you pastors. according to mine heart, 
! which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding* 

• And it shall come to pas* when ye. be multiplied and 
increased in the land, in those days, saith , the Lord, 
<they shall say no more,. The ark of the. covenant of the 

! Lord: neither shall it come to mind; neither shah* 
they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither 
«hall that be done anymore. 

At .that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of 

the Lord; and all the nations shall be gathered unto 

* it, to the name of the. Lord, to Jerusalem: neither 

shall they walk any more after the imagination of their 

evil heart. 

In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the 

house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the 

land of the north, to the land that I have given for an 

inheritance unto your fathers. t .. ,, > 

. Vol. IV. C / " B* 
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fl*t 1 uaid, bow ahall I put tthee wxmmgHh^t^iiSten f 
gittetbee a pkataotdbuid, a good heritage*** *be 
hosts of the artiiantrt «aflU said, Thouefelt cell »e» Mp 
<bfcer;«iad«hakinottur»iiwi5raramin<i» 

tl w u i j as a wifetiiimfcnaaaiy departed* from her 
fttttbgftd, eo have ye dealt toeacberoaaly with me 9 O 
house<ef faaaei, <mMi te 3-obd. 

A wpfoe «Mas -fa oaa d l -upon Jbehigh'pfcKeft* weeping 
dted «upf#i«efcions of the ofeiWwm of israefc Ibr they 
tkv&f9ratt%fd their wa$, and tthey rfcaee fcrgottefe the 

Return, ye backsliding children, and I 'Hall had yioar 
towrlrftnHnga, Behold, we «nw unto thee; for tfaou;art 

4k& Lo**> OUT CtDB. 

Vndy in nn » salvation hftped. in* iron theha%„ 
and .Ami the rmaftitude 'of mountains: truly ia the 
IbofcpceuriQoD isttfce -salvation xrf* brael. 

For> staane (hath devoured ithe 'labour of our ftthem 
•tout ear 'youth; their fleeks, and their howls, -their 
4mis aad their daiigfeteis. 

We>lie down »m oar shame, and our confusion ©o- 
wroth tya: lor we ha*e j B»noerf against. the Lord our 
4tkos, we aad our fathers, from our youth eon auto 
shiscday, and have ana obeyed the voice of the Lcnu> 
Hour God. 

Hf thou wilt return, O Israel, saith thelatfuvretarn 

unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine fiborama^ 

itionffout of my sight, dien ahalt'thouiBOtremwve. 

. And thou shalt swear,, the ,1mo liveth, in truth, .in 

judgment, and. in righteousness; .aad the sations shall 

-idess themselves iahim, end mhimsha&ihey glory. 



ANNOTATIONS a»d BSEFLECTIONS. 

It. is 41 great proof of the foreknowledge of Go*> 
that he should pre-ordaia*to the propheticofltoe, a; man 

so 
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so proper for it as Jeremiah. When the word tff th* 
Lord came to this faithful priest (never having fcfe. 
die force of , the Divine energy}, he doubted his own 
sufficiency to perform the task, which must have ap- 
peared particularly arduous at a time when iniquity 
was so prevalent among she pespie of Ju^ah; hut no 
sooner did Jeremiah receive assurance that hejtymU 
have Dndne support, and be qoajjfiafl ArJthe flff r fr j 
than he readily undertook, without further fr<rr+< tf \w\ w 
to do the will of she Ixxrd, is spite cf all g* opposi- 
tion with which he was threatened. 

In what heautiftd and pathetic language does Jere- 
miah address himself to 4he inhabitants qf Jerusalem* 
reminding them of the kindness of the Lofio to tfieir 
forefathers, and of their own transgressions.; shewing 
them that they had neglected GoD t mqre than the hea- 
thens^whom they despised, hadneglected^he idols which 
they worshipped: that their sins were great enough.to 
raise astonishment in all the inhabitants of the heaven 
and earth. He assured them,.that she evil which had 
been permitted to fall on their nation was the just } pu* 
nishment of their sins; and upbraided them.fcr making 
alliances with other nations, for their inclination fe» 
idolatry, ami for their ingratitude in rebelling against 
the Lord Gob. He then encouraged them by the 
most gracious promises of pardon** 

SECTION VHL 

CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN O* JOSIAH KING €JP 

JTJDAH. 

From 2 Kings* Chap, xxiii. 2 Chro*. Chap, xxsiv. 

And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, 
-ami th$.ps^sts of the second order, and the keepers of 

• ■ 

*9ee Dr. SttitbH Summary View of the Prophecies. 
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the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the Lord 
all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for. the 
grove, and for all the host of heaven. And he burned 
them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and 
carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el. 
' And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the 
kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high 
places, in the cities of Judah, and in the places round 
about Jerusalem, them also that burned incense untb? 
Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, 
and to all the host of heaven. 

' And he brought out the grove from the house of the 
Lord, without Jerusalem* unto the brook Kidron, and 
burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it to small 
powder, and cast the powder ■ thereof upon the graves 
of the children of the people. 

And he brought all the priests out of the cities of 
Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests 
had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba, and 
brake down the high places of the gates that were 
in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the gover- 
nor of the city, which were on a man's left hand at 
the gate of the city. 

Nevertheless, the priests of the high places came, not 
up to. the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem, but they did 
eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren. 

And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley, of the 
children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son 
•r his daughter to pass through the fire to Moloch, 

And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah 
had given to the sun, at the entering in of the house of 
the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-melech- the 
chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned 
the chariots of the sun with fire. • % - . 

And the altars that were on the top of the upper 

' chamber 
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chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, 
and the altars which Manasseh'had made in the two 
courts of the house of the Lord, did the king beat 
down and break them down from thence, and cast the 
dust of them into the brook Kidron. 

And the high places that were before Jerusalem, 
which were on the right hand of the mount of cor- 
ruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded 
for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians t and 
for Chemoah the abomination of the Moabites, and for 
Milcom the abomination of the children of Amnion, 
did the king defile. 

1 And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the 
groves, and filled their places with the bones of men* 

Moreover, the alter that was at Beth-el, and the high 
place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Is- 
rael to sin, had made, both that altar and the high place 
be brake down, and stamped it small to powder, and 
burned the grove. 

And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres 
that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the 
bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the 
altar, .and polluted it, according to the word of the 
Lord which the man of God proclaimed, who pro- 
claimed these words against the altar in the word of 
the Lord, and said, 

O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord, Behold, a child 
shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name, 
and upon thee shall he offer the* priests of the high 
places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones 
shall be burnt upon thee. ' 

'• Then Josiah said, What title is that that I see? and 
the men of the city told him, It is the sepulchre of the 
man of God, that camefrom Judah, andproclaimedthese 
things that thou hast done against the altar of Beth-el. 

C3 And 



( so J 

jfact fee said* Let him •lone, Id no man move Us 
bones. go t hey let his bones alone* with tile bones of 
the p*epfeet that eame out of Samaria* 

And aft the hotaes also of the high places that were 
in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had 
maBe to pnmfte die Lord to anger, Josiah took a#ay, 
and 3d ee them according to att the acte that he had 
xBBoe Hi J9cifi*ei« 

And he slew ail the priests of the high place* that 
tee there, riptm the altars, and burned men's bonea 
nptefl iem , and returned tfc Jer us al em ** 

AMNOTATfOMi Am REFLECTIONS. 

Itfe tedattfatffe to seppsne, that Jeaiah was actuated, 
tm ftifeefy hy hk oWn inclinations, hot afeo by Jere- 
bMbVB jfttfctioti* to destroy aU die moriumente of 
idolatry in his kingdom; for we read in a former sec^ 
aft*, tfce* that good kfcg began his work of reformation 
to thet^eVlh year of his reign; and Jeremiah inform* 
«§» that ft* mis caHed to the prophetic office in the 
«ftteen*. No sootier did Jesiah testify b« iieeJ, than 
tlN* Lbntt encouraged him to persevere* 

JMafc had an undoubted right to destroy the msaai 
roents of idolatry in the land of Israel* as treUas Judah? 
A* after tMe captkrifyef tiM ten tribes, aU who escaped 
put thettisefres wide* the protection, and were muted 
4hh die subjects of 4fte king of Judah* who* as the do- 
deendant of David, was their lawftd sweie ig iu Besides* 
it is imagined that the kings of Assyria) wfcocdnqtiececl 
*he kingdoms of Istaei attd Judith, did* at the time of 
MhnassehV restoration, ooaftr upon tlm tags of Jndah, 

*ac&ronicle% xxsiv. viK. aeent to jaolify ths placing thii 
ovsat prior to finding the Law. 

who 
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wkppctbflfttpa&tfenbQSM^ *a*§ 

wiuignly oaer aflthe kneb of Canaaa> 

Hmr greatly aautt it haap asteiislgd /■■■■■ii^ to* foal 
that the very action he was then performing had bant 
fct e luid many yeas* before! TWactpaaneftaacewai a 
ftarite* confe laatiuw tfr hap that ha was dang his dofep* 
Hwr wooderfttf ate the wcguf ftaaridenc*} 

SBCTIGNIX. 

- * » 

SUA <CO*ElJI\JA*Wtf Of TUB nXUp* OV 44SIAJI ki* • 

• » . * » 



Now in the "eighteenth yw«p of laartigB, wfceaJe* 
siah had pm-gad the fcaait tod tha bona* ha tent Sha- 
phmtfcesanofA^flMah, andMaawniih thegswawao* ef 
*a cky, andtah tfceaamof Jaabaa ttetaoaadefc l# 
repair the house of the Lord his God. 

iort when they caiiietalfflkiahlheW^|N9W^l*fcey 
defoei^ the money tfmt wea bveaght itiMtthe haus* *f 
God, which the Levites that kept tfeir e ta a w hid fa- 
thered of tie hand of Mmssab and Epfereha, art of 
fSl the remnant 4rf bratly and afl att Jadnh» tad Star 
}ttm% and they ^turned to Jerwaslonai 

Andtbay fit iti*fck«hand of the ****** tf*t 
bad (the oversight ef the hoaee ef the Loa*v4*d ibflf 
gm# if t* the workmen that wrought in the hpuffeef 
t&t Lonty to repair and mend 4he house * 

Eve* to> the artificers and battdrtt g*r* they *t*t* 
buy hew* stone, and timber fee coaphngsy and to floar 
tile haitsea, which the kings ef Judab had destreya&>. 

And the men did the work faathfttfly t ahd&eevea- 
eeers of them were Jahath, and Obadiah, the Levites, of 

C 4 the 
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the son* of Merari; andZeehariah, and Meshullain, of- 
the sons of the-Koathites^ to set it forward * and other/ 
•f the Levites, all that could skill, of instruments of 
music. 

. Also they were over the • bearers of burdens, and. 
were overseers of all that wrought the .work in any 
manner of service : and of the Levites there were scribes, 
and officers, and porters* 

And when they brought out the money that was 
brought into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest 
found a book of the law of the Lord, given by Moses. 
And Hilkiah said to Shaphan the scribe, I have found 
the book of the Law in the house of the Lord. And 
Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. 

And Shaphan carried the book to the king, and 
brought the king word back again, saying, All that 
was committed to thy servants, they do it. l • •" 

And they have gathered together the money that 
was found in the house of the Lord, and have deliver- 
ed it into the hand of the overseers, and to the hand .of 
the workmen. / i 

* Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hil- 
kiah the priest hath given me a book. And Shaphan 
read it before the king. 

And it came to pass when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he Kent his clothes. * 

And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahftamtb* 
*on of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of. Micah, add Sha- 
phan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant, of the kings 
♦saying, Go, enquire of the LoRD-for me, an*)* for them 
that are left in Israel and in Judah-, concerning the 
the words of the book that is found : for great is the wrath 
of the Lord that is poured out upon us, because our 
.fathers have not; kept the word of the Xord, to do afi- 
-ter all 4hat is written m this book*. \ 

- ' "'> And 

«» • ♦ ' - - 
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• And Hilkiah, and they that the king had appointed 
went to Hiddah the prophetess, the wife of ShaHum 
the son of Tikvath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the 
wardrobe. Now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college* 
And they spake to her to that effect. 

And she answered them, Thus saith the Low> God- 
of Israel, Tell ye the man that sent you to me. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil opon>. 
this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, e*en all 
the curses that are written in the book which they 
have read, before -the king of Judah :' 

Because they have forsaken .me, and have burned 

-incense to other gods, that they might provoke me 

to anger with all the works of their hands k therefore 

-my wrath shall be poured out upon this place, and 

shall not be quenched. 

And as for the king of Judah, who sent you to. ear- 
quire of die Lord, so shall ye say unto him, Thus saith; 
the Lord God of Israel concerning the words which 
thou hast heard; 

Because thine heart w^s tender, and thou dadst hum- 
ble thyself before God when thou heardest his words; 
against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, 
and humbledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy 
clothes, and weep before me; I have even heard thee 
also, saith the Lord. 

. . Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thorn 
shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall 
thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants of the same. So they 
brought the king word again. 

Then the king sent and gathered together all the 
elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 
. And the king went up into the house of the Lord 
*nd all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusa" 

C 5 .Jem* 
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tan, and the priori** and the Letites, and att th* pao~ 
pte grtftit fed analh and be tad in their cat* all the 
woitJd of the bodk «f the covenant that tofts found is 
the house of tfce Lob*. 

And the king stood in Us ph£e> and isiade a cove- 
fltftit tatee fee I&uft, to Waik aAdrtfee Looi* and t» 
fceep his commandments, aad iris testimonies, and hia 
numea, withal tttUeatfe art wkfa all hfcaoui, toper* 
fbrtn the words of the covenant wi^ are written in 
fMs« boob. 

And he caused aB that were present ia Jerusalem aad 
fettjanin to stand to it. And the inhabitants of Jem- 
^i* ^ actcfr&ng to the covenant *f Gob, the Go* 
*t dMfr* fathers 

And Joe*h took Stray all the ahominstkms out of a* 
the countries that pertained to the children of Israel^ 
*#d Jtiade tfB that ware present in Israel toserve, even 
to se^re the L4rd their G6». And all Ilia days they 
departed ik* Jtofo ibUc/mng the Lctttn, the Goo of 
Jtheir fathers. 

Attd the Mhg ^commanded aU the people, saying, 
Keep the Passover unto the Lokd your Go&* ad it is 
written in the book of this * covenant. 
, And m the eighteenth year of king Josiah this Pass* 
#ver was hoMen to the '"Lotto in Jerusalem. 

Surely there was not holden such a Passover, from the 
^fetys of the Judges that judged Israel, nor in aH the 
•dfcys of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Joddb. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

After destroying all that belonged to idol worship* 
aad cleansing and beautifying the Temple, the good 
Josiah was desirous of restoring the service <ef the 
£»ordV house, and the divine ordinances. How won- 
derful it is to read, that noaooner did he set about this 
design, than the original law, *f which the kingdom 

had 
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liad been deprived while it was addicted to idolatry, 
was unexpectedly brought to light f 

The * copy found by Hilkiah is thought to have been 
that written by Moses, and by him commanded to be 
-deposited with the Ark, in the most Holt Place; but 
which some pious priest had thus caused to be hidden 
in the reign of Ahaz or Manasseh, to prevent its being 
•destroyed. We can hardly suppose that aH the copies 
of the law, which were very numerous In the A§ya rf 
Hezekiah, were destroyed: but Josiah certainly ha* 
never, as the Lord f required, transcribed it with his 
own hand, because the only authentic <»py was not *§ 
be found The high priest, therefore, ftad great reason 
to rejoice when the original came to lights and Josi*h>l 
-attention was particularly awakened to a more serious 
consideration of the undoubted original book of Moses; 
ad as to observe passages which might beforsjwrre es^ 
<caped his observation. It seems to have been by the 
-direction of Divine Providence, that Shaphan opened 
the book at that part of it which contained the curses 
•denounced against the people of Israel, and the king m 
^particular, for a neglect of £he Law. Josiah now re* 
solved^ leave nothing undone, that was in his power, 
to complete the reformation of his kingdom; and so* 
lemixry and publicly declared his own resolution to ob- 
serve the conditions of the Covenant in the strictest 
manner, and required his subjects to do the same. 

In order that the people of Israel and Judith might 
afterwards have no excuse for their wickedness, they 
were warned before they had arrived to the highest de- 
gree of guilt, by the prophet Jeremiah, who continued 
to declare unto them the dreadful judgments which 
ihey would provoke the Lom> to send upon them* 

* Universal History. f JDeut. xvii. 1 8* 

C6 SECTION 
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, SECTION X. ' _ 

PART OF THE PROPHECY OP JEREMIAH. 

From Chap, iv. 



; Thus saith the Lord to the men of Judah and Je« 
rusalem, Break up your fallow grojond, and sow not 
among thorns. + ' ' ' 

Correct your hearts, ye men of Judah, and inhabit* 
ants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil 
of your doings. 

Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem, and 
say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather to- 
gether, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into 
the defenced cities. 

Set up the standard towards Zion: retire, stay not, 
for, I will bring evil from the north, and a great de- 
struction. 

The lion is come up from his thicket, and the de- 
stroyer of the Gentiles is on his way - y he is gone forth 
from his place to make thy land desolate, and thy city 
shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant. 

For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl i 
for the fierce anger of the Lord is not turned back 
from us. 

And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the Lord, 
that the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of 
the princes: and the priests shall be astonished, and the 
prophets shall wonder* 

Then said*I, Ah Lord God, surely thou bast greatly 

deceived this people, and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shaH 

have peace; whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul. 

At that time shall it be said to this people, and to 

Jerusalem, 
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Jerusalem, A dry wind of the hi$h places in the wil- 
derness, toward the daughter of my people, not to fan,, 
nor to cleanse; 

.Even a full wind from those places shall come unto, 
me : now also will I give sentence against them. 

Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots, 
shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than 
eagles: woe unto us, for we are spoiled. 

O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness* 
that thou raayest be saved : how long shall thy vain 
thoughts lodge within thee ? 

For a voice declareth from Dan, and publisheth 
affliction from mount Ephraim. 

Make ye mention to the nations, behold, publish 
against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far coun- 
try, and give out their voice against the cities of Judah. 

As keepers of a field, are they against her round 
about ; because she hath been rebellious against me 
saith the Lord. " . 

Thy way and thy doings have procured these things 
unto thee, this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter: 
because it reacheth unto thine heart. 

My bowels, my bowels, I am pained at my very 
heart, my heart maketh a noise in me, I cannot hold 
my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the 
sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. 

Destruction upon destruction is cried, for the whole 
rand is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my 
curtains in a moment. 

How long shall I see the standard, and hear the 
sound of the trumpet I 

For my people are foolish, they have not known me, 
they are sottish children, and they have none under- 
standing: they are wise to do evil* but to do. good they 
have no knowledge* 

a beheld 
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IT^etalcl the earth, and 1o, it was without form and 
void : and the heavens, and they had no light. 

I beheld the moun tans, and lo they trembled: and 
ail the h91s moved Kghtry. * " 

I beheld, and Is, (here was no nan, and all the birds 
<of the heavens were fled, 

I -beheld, and lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, 
and all the cities thereof were broken down at the pre* 
4*ence»of the Loan, and by his fierce anger. 

For thus hath the Lord said. The whole land shall 

be desolate: yet will I not make a full end. 

r For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above 

he black: because I have spoken it, I have purposed it 

*nd wfll not repent, neither will I turn back from it* 

The whole city shall flee, for the noise of the horse-, 
men, and bow-men, .they shall go into thickets, and 
climb up upon tlie rocks : every city shall be forsaken, 
and not a man dwell therein. 

And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do t 
Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though 
thou deckest thee with ornaments 'of gold, though thou 
rendest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make 
tthyself feir, thy lovers will despise thee, they will 
*eek thy life. 

For I have heard a voice as of a woman in her ut- 
most pain and anguish; the voice of the daughter of 
'Zion: that bewaileth herself that spreadeth her hands, 
saying, Wo is me now, for my soul is-wearied because 
»f murderers. 

ANNOTATIONS and EEFLECTIONS.* 

Jeremiah saw with his mind's eye, by Divme inspU 
ration, the conqueror on hk march to execute 'Divine 
vengeance on Judah ; and the various calamities tot 
would ensue. He laments, in the most pathetic terms, 

the 



the approaching ruiii of his country ; and ttrtSs tipe* 
Ms cofcem^rariesinost aflfectkmatery, in the name of 
the Lord, to repent, and amend before it was too late. 
The sad catastrophe is ne*t represented fay a btaift&U 
4issemblage of the most lively images. 

SECTION XL 

*AftT O* TUB PHOPffBCT OF JBUMlAlk 

JFtom Chap* v. 

Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, 
*nd see now and know, and seek in the broad places 
thereof, if ye can find a man, if there he any that exe- 
eiitfc&h judgment* that seeketh the truth, and I win 
pardon ft. 

And though they say, the Load Cveth, surely they 
swear falsely* 

Loan, are not thine eyes upon the truth ? then 
liast stricken them, but they have not grieved ; tho« 
hast consumed them, but they have refused to . receive 
correction : they have made their faces harder than a 
rock, they have refused to return. 

Therefore I said. Surely thejse are poor, ihey are fool- 
ish ;for they know not the way of the Lord, nor the 
judgment of their God. 

1 will get me unto the great men, and will speak 
*mto them ; for they have known the way of the Lord, 
•and the judgment of their God: but these have alto- 
gether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. 

Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, 
and a wol£ of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard 
«hall watch over their cities z every one that goeth out 
thence shall be torn in pieces : because their transgres- 
sions are many, and their blackslidings are increased. 

Shall 
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Shall I not visit for these things ? • saith the Lord i 
and shall not my jsoui be avenged on such a nation as 
this? 

.Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy, but make not 
a full end : take away her battlements, for they are not 
thejLoRD's. 

For the house of Israel, and the house of Judah, have 
dealt very treacherously against me, saith the Lord. 

They have belied the Lord, and said, It is not He % 
neitheMshail evil come upon us, neither shall we see 
s,word nor famine : 

' And the prophets shall become wind, and the word 
is not in them : thus shall it be done unto them. 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, Be- 
cause ye speak this word, behold, I wilhmake my words 
in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall 
devour them. 

Lo, I willjbring a nation upon you from far, # house- 
of Israel, saith the Lord : it is a mighty nation, it is an 
ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest 
not, neither understandest what they say. 

Their quiver is as an open sepulchre ; they are all 
mighty men. " 

And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, 
which thy sons and thy daughters should eat : they 
shall eat up thy flecks and thine herbs ; they shall eat 
lip thy vines and thy fig trees; they shall impoverish 
thy fenced cities wherein thou trustest, with the sword. 
Nevertheless in those days, saith the Lord, I will not 
make a full end of you. - 

And it shall come to pass when ye shall say, Where- 
fore doth the Lord our God all v these things unto us i 
then shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken 
me and served strange gods in your land ; so shall ye 
serve strangers in a land that is not yours. 

s ■ Declare 
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Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in 
Judah, saying, Hear now this, O foolish people, and 
without understanding, which have eyes and see not 
which have ears and hear not : fear ye not me ? saith 
the Lord: will he not tremble at my presence, which 
have placed the sand for the bound of the sea, by a per- 
petual decree, that it cannot pass It, and though the 
waves thereof toss themselves , yet can they not prevail 
though they roar, yet can they not pass over it ? 
, But this people hajji a revolting and a rebellious 
heart : they are revolted and gone. 

Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the 
Lord our Gap, that giveth rain, both the former and 
the latter in his season: he reserved unto us the ap-> 
pointed weeks of the harvest. ; K 

-. Your iniquities, have turned away these things, an J 
your sinsjhave withholden good things from you. 

for among my people are found wicked men : the£ 
lay wait as he that setteth snares, they set a trap, they 
Catch men. 

As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full o 
gecfit.ithejeipre they are become great, and waxen 
rich. ****' ' t , 

They are waxen fat, they shine : yea they overpast 
the deeds of the wicked ; they judge not the cause, the ' 
cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper : and the right 
of the needy do they not judge. ' 

Shall I not visit for these things ? saith the Lord : 
shall not* my soul be avenged on such a nation as this I 

A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the 
land. , , r . 

* The prophets prophecy falsely, and the priests bear 
rule by their means, and my people love to have it so : 
and what will ye do in the end thereof? 

Tfo wtiom shall Tspeak and give, warning, that they 
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may hear? behold, their ear is dienate^ *ftd they can- 
not hearken: behold the won! of the Lord i# unto 
than a reproach*; they have no delight in it. 

Therefore I am full of the rary of the Loarr ; I am 
weary with holding m : I will pottr it out upon the 
4h3dren abroad, and upon the assembly of yotrng men 
together: for* even the husband with the wife shall* bt 
taken, the aged wfth him that feftH o( days. 

And theh-honses shall be turned unto others', -with 
tlteh* fields and wivw together : ftr 1 win* strietcfr out 
my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, safth the 
toRtf. 

For from the least of them ev^i unto the greates t of 
them, ev£ry otto is given to covetottsness, and from ni^ 
prophet even unto the priest, every one deale&fkteefy* 

They have heated 4 also tfm hurt of the daughter of 
xny people lightly, saying, Pfeace, peace • wffen titers 
16 no peace. 

Wef* they ashamed when they had connmted abo- 
mination ? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither 
C6\M they blush : therefor* e they shatfiM aifwiTg them 
that fall: at the time that I visit diem, th4y sbaStte 
cast down, saith the Lohd. 

Thus saith the Loud, Standee in the ways, aft cf see, 
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein and ye shall $nd rest for your souls* But 
they said, We will not walk therein. 

Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken, to 
the sound of the trumpet. But they said,, we will not 
hearken- 
Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O eongrega- ' 
tion, what Is among them* 

Hear, O earth : behold, t will bring evil upon, this 
people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they 
have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, 
but rejected it* 

To 
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To what purpose cometh these to me incense Asm 
Sheba > and the sweet came from a fhr country? year 
feumt-olle*mg»are not acceptable, nor yow sacrifices 
sweet unto me* 

Therefore thus sakh the Lois, Behold, I witt fay 
stnmbtmg-t^cks before this people, an* the father 
aftd the sons together shall jyi upott ttam ; Aen^. 
bour and his friend shaH perish. 

Thus sakh the Load* Behold, a p eople eometfe tout 
Ae north country, and a great nattoft shaM he rsio ed 
front the side* of the earth. 

They shall lay hold #a ben Mi spear s tiey 4te 
ertrt4, dtfthave nd merfcy: their v«iee roattfth hhe tfce 
4teaj ana they ride upfloft horses, set in arrt^ as-, men* for 
war gainst tfcee 0d*togfcter efr feda. 

Wehatre heard the *im« thereof; oW ha*4» wsj* 
feeble: anguish hath taken hold of as, $M pt&b fltf of 
« woman in her heaviest anguish. 

Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way, for 
the sword of the enemy and fear is on every 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS^ 

Having described the judgments impending on the 
nation, the prophet enlarges on the corruptions that 
would prevail among the people, which are affirmed id 
Be the cause of their ruin. More particularly God is 
introduced as complaining of the corruption of Judah 
which flte foreknew would become so great, that if one 
righteous person was to save Jerusalem, that one would 
not be found. The prophet then complains that this 
•orruption would not be confined to the lower orders of 
people, but would include the higher ranks, and then, 
in the nameof (jrOD, calls, by way of anticipation, upon 
the aoemy to destroy the city of Jerusalem, that .de- 
voted 
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, voted city whose inhabitants added to their other sins 
the highest contempt of God's word and prophets. 
The prophet seeing in idea, the enemy on their march 
bids his people set up the usual signals of distress, and 
spread the general alarm, to betake themselves to flight. 
God is then represented as directing the besiegers 
against this guilty city, which sinned as incessantly as a 
fountain flows, although warned of the fatal conse- 
quence. He intimates, that one invasion should carry 
away the remains of another, till their disobedience, 
hypocrisy, and other sins, should end in their total over- 
throw ; and calls upon the whole world to witness the 
equity of God's proceedings in thus punishing them. 
This portion of Scripture is calculated to awaken ia 
every breast serious reflections on the dreadful effect? 
of national sin which should leadr*every individual to 
amend his own ways*, 

SECTION XII. 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OF JOSIAH KIN* 
f OF JUDAH. 

• ■ - • ; • ; : \ 

Fropi 2 Chron. Chap. xxxv. 

After all this, when Josiah had" prepared the tem- 
ple,. Necho Icing of Egypt came up to 'light against 
Charchemish by Euphrates : and Josiah went out 
against him. 

But Necho sent ambassadors to him, saying, What 
have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah ? I come not 
against thee this day, but against the house wherewith* 
I have war : for God commanded • me I to make haste :' 

*The 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, Utb,and 12th chapters of Jeremiad 
may be read here, with Dr. Smith's Comment on them *;— ii oiu 
whh?h gr^at part of the foregoing An notations are r extractei1 . * ' * 

J - ' "i "-• c * ;> forbear* 
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, fin-bear thee from meddling with Gob, who is with me, 
that he destroy thee not. 

Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from 
him, but disguised himself that he might fight with 
him and hearkened not unto the words of Necho from 
the mouth of God, and came to fight in the valley of 
Megiddo. „ 

And the archers shot at king Josiah : and the king 
said to his servants, Have me away ; for I am sore 
wounded. 

His servants therefore took him out of that chariot 
and put him into the second chariot that he had ; and 
they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was 
buried in one of the sepulchres of his fathers, and all 
Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 

And like unto him was there no king before him, 
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all 
his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law 
of Moses ; neither after him arose there any like him. 

Notwithstanding, the Lord turned not from the 
fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was 
kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations 
that Manasseh had provoked him withal. 

And the Lord said, I will remove Judah also out of 
my sight as I have removed Israel, and will cast off 
this city Jerusalem, which I have chosen, and the 
house of which I said, My name shall be there. 

And Jerehiiah lamented for Josiah : and all the sing* 
ing men and singing women spake of Josiah in their 
lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance 
in Israel : and* behold, they are written in the lamen- 
tations. 

Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, 

according to that which was written in the law of the 

Lord, 

And 



s 
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And his deeds, first and last, behold they are w ritten 
in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Josiah had reigned thirty-one years in profound 
peace, when he resolved to oppose Pharaoh Necho in 
his expedition against Assyria. From this circumstance 
we may judge, that an alliance -subsisted between the 
king of Judah and the Assyrian monarch. 

We are told, that Josiak hearkened not unto the words 
ffNechoJrom the mouth of God. It cannot be thought 
that this idolatrous prince had received an express re- 
velation from the Lord Jehovah * we may rather sup- 
pose that he had heard some prediction respecting him- 
self, spoken by one of the Lord's prophets, which he 
made use of to intimidate Josiah ; and this opinion is 
confirmed by a passage in the first book of Esdras, relat- 
ing to this event, which intimates that Jeremiah had 
uttered a prophecy concerning the success of Necho 
against the king of Assyrians*. In this case Josiah was 
certainly guilty of a transgression in goin^ against the 
-king of Egypt : besides, he had been warned by Jere- 
miah himself to have no concerns with Egypt or Assy- 
riaf; and he paid dear for his inattention. 

.Notwithstanding the. reformation which appeared in 
the kingdom, it is said, that the Lord turned not from the 
Jierceness of his great wrath , because qf all the provocations 
that Manasseh had provoked him tvithal. We must not 
suppose that the people were destined to destruction for 
the swus.whkh Manas&ehhimself committed (for he by 
repentance and humility obtained the pardon of God); 
but for their own concurrence in them, and inclination 
\o repeat them. The land was defiled by the innocent 

* I Esdras i. 28. f See Section vif. ' 
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Hood that xras qpiltiiUhe day* tf Maaaaaeh, and bjtfhe 
mkr^ducHon gfr* *W4nto tie Sjukctva&x; $et,the peo- 
ple continued indifferent to the honour of the J^qrd, 
.«adwerencA«oii<^u8^j;egwnlugftvour. Thqrob* 
♦aenred, indeed, tip casenHxpala tf «$§?•*, fcein-tfce 
fear of the king's authority; hut alleged £n»f<KlP 
their morals, notwithstanding the repeated ^dwMWtiafls 
M the prophet* !sewe of wfeksi we ha*e lately read. 
It might he said* that JTemA «#ni,dflf*fi to Afi grave 

phetess, because he was taken away whilst his fcjpgdflui 
^rtss in a <proapaFaue state, before the fldamttfo* with 
-which it was threatened came upon it, and whilst rhe 
«ms in/peace and t^concdiatien with (ion, who did oat 
j»i^thekk^(rfEgyj^egaiii«thim. 

The death of tbfe e&eeUent poaee was deservedly to 
taiented by aHiu* people. 



section zm. 

TART OF THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEJtJBMJAH. 

From Chop. i. ^t. 

How-doth die city sit solitary that was full of people t 
how is she become as a widow ! she that was great among 
the nations, and princess among the provinces, how is 
she become tributary! She weepeth sore in the night, 
and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her rovers 
-#he hath none to comfort her : all her jriends hare dealt 
treacherously with her, /they are become her enemies* 

Judah is gene into captivity, because of affliction, 
and because tf great -servitude: §he dwetteth among 
-the heathen, site 'findeth no rest: all her persecutors 
overtook her between the straits. 

The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to 

the 
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' the solemn feasts: aB her gat&feife d&ottte: her 
priests «igh, her virgins are afflictttt, and she fe in bf€- 
'terness. ■ f • ~ 

Her adversaries are the chief; her enemies prosper: 
for the Lord hath afflicted her' ftr the teultitade *tf 
her 1 transgressions: her children are *gotie into captivity 
before the «nemy.; ' ' ! •'•'* ">- : • ""— '^ • •* ' 

• And from 'the daughter of Zion Ml he* ^aUty Is d*- 
-parted, her princes affc become like harts fiiaft find no- 
pasture, and they are gone without length before the 
pursuer. 

Jerusalem remembered in the days of her affliction 

and of her miseries all her pleasant things that she had 

in the days of old, when her people fell into the hand 

of the enemy, and none did help her: die adversaries 

•saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths. 

The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her 
pleasant things: for she hath seen that the heathen 
entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command 
that they should not enter into thy congregation. 

All her people sigh, they seek bread, they have given 
their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul : see, 
O Lord, and consider ; for I am become vile. 

Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold, 
and see, if there be. any sorrow like unto niy sorrow, 
which is done unto me; wherewith the* Lord hatli 
afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 

From above hath he sent, fire into my bones, and it 
..prevailed against them: hf y h,ath spread a. net for my 
feet, he hath turned me ba<?k ; he hath made me deso- 
late, and faint all the day. / 

The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand: 
they are wreathed, and cpme up upon. my neck: he hath 
made my strength to fail; the Lord hath delivered me 
into their hands from whom I am not a])le to rise up. . 

•.:■.'. " - The 
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The Lo*o lurt tswHon unto fee* alt m? joigfalr 
nta in (fee «i4«t of me; fee iipth oallpi ju> MnnaMy 
against me to crush my young nms $» l&nm hash 
trodosn toe w*gm »£ daughter of Jwdah as j* i 



For these things I weep; mine ogw» 
mA dew* with *eftar, fefttaua* «h* 4*>»&fNr that 
otould relieve my soul is far from me : . my rtflflm «P 
- desolate because the enemy prevailed; 

Zkm spreadeth fe/A b*f frprffc ^° d *ba*e «a none to 
comfort her; the Lord hath commanded concerning 
Jacob* that his adrersariea should he found about him* 

The Lord is rightf'fliifl : fbr I have r#»h«>11*»d airainst 
his commandment: hear, I pray you, all people, and 

I «aUod.%Riy te*m Jrrt 1fc&* 4^tt4 me; nay 

farieste and mj«e riders gave up fte oJiojt in tta «ky» 
while they sought jfceir jsej* Jo $e)icfte ftajr aguk, 

Behold, O La*?; for I am fci dktoeap; my hovels 
Tune twufafed, mine heart is Utrad wfthio we; for I 
tape griosousJy lahaHoo 1 a abroad the swprd bereaieth, 
jtttane&ejre is as do«tb» 

They ha** Heard ihat I sigh; fiber* id none to oanr 

fcf* me: gQ mna ejtemjps !w*e l*eatdi of my tfftufeto; 
ikftY W£ gkA thftt &ou feast *&»* it: thwwikbiiug^ 
&J^I^Nfft0*M» «a4 tfeey l&ajl beKtettHtoao* 
I^t aj{ tbeir wiQks&W* 9ome betide $<*; mi da 
unto them, as thou hast done unto me for all my tf*os* 

ANNOT ATIQtf £ and RMFLECTiaNS. 

Tim tteltep in »»clft| &-£» a book of beautiful 

efeggg, vhfcb are pj*tOTi^/|jw>qg tfc prophetic writ- 

sags under the title of tfre Lamentations of Jeretmh. It 

Vol. IV. D is 
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ipposedthat they were written on the death of Jo- 
; and they very pathetically express the sorrow 
which the prophet is said to have felt at the loss of that 
good king, for whose sake the judgments of Goto had 
been suspended, and which were now ready to fall on 
that devoted nation. 

We must now have recourse to the history, of the 
heathen nations. 

SECTION XIV. 

PART OF THE HISTORY OF THE itEATHEN NATIONS 
WHICH WERE CONCERNED WITH THE JEWS. 

It has been before related, that, after the death of 
Essar-haddon, Saosduchinus (called in scripture Nebu- 
chadonosar) succeeded to the crown of Assyria. He was 
a warlike prince, remarkable for the great advantages 
he had gained over the Medes, who, under the conduct 
of their king, invaded Assyria. Nebuchadonosar raised 
a powerful army, and defeated them, and killed then- 
king. After this victory, he entered Media, and ex* 
tending his conquests to the famous city of EGbatana* 
the capital of that kingdom, levelled it with the ground. 
He then returned to Nineveh, and celebrated his vic- 
tory by revelling and feasting for one hundred and fifty 
days; then resuming his martial spirit, he resolved to 
subdue the whole earth*; bat died in the midst of his 

career. 

Nebuchadonosar was succeeded by Chynaladan. In 
his. reign the Medes, with Cyaxaris, a young and war- 
like prince, at their head, not only recovered what the : 
Assyrians formerly took from them, but defeated them 
in a pitched battle, and forced them to take shelter in 
Nineveh, their capital city, which they closely besieged ; 

* Universal History 

but 
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but were obliged to abandon their enterprize, and 
employ their arms in the defence of their own country 
against the Scythians, who had invaded it. 

In the mean time Nabopolassar, a Babylonian gene- 
ral whom Chynaladan had intrusted with the command 
of his troops in Chaldea, taking advantage of the low 
ebb to which the Assyrian power was reduced, revolted 
from him, and seized on the, kingdom of Babylon for 
himself. Chynaladan, on hearing this, set fire to his 
palace, and was cpnsjtune4 with his wealth,in the flames. 
Who were his successors hjstjory does not inform, us. 

In the twenty-ninth year of the reign of Josiah*, 
which was the twenty-third, pf Cyaxaris king of Media, 
Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, having married his son 
Nebuchadneawurto jfredaughterx>f .^styages, Cyaxaris's 
eldest son entered, into a confederacy [with them against 
the Assyrians; and, joining theis forces. together, they 
besieged Nineveh, slew the king, and destroyed that 
antient and. noble city: from which time Babylon be- 
came the metropolis of the Assyrian monarchy. 

In the destruction of Nineveh was fulfilled the pro- 
phecy of Nahum, written about sixty years before, 
concerning it. The Babylonians and Medes having 
thus destroyed. Nineveh, the surrounding nations were 
alarmed at their growing power and greatness; parti- 
cularly Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, who marched, 
as we have lately read, to make war upon them, with 
a great army. 

* Prideftux's Connection. 
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wBcnow -wr. 

AND PAWT Off *THB fftOFIWW Of Jtt jtt*ff &h / 

from%Ckronitles 9 Cbttp.xxxii. 
Jeremiah, Ckap. vfi, vttf, ix, xfii, xhyxv. 

• T«ENftepeoj«e of4fce fend took Jefcmtos 4he »m 
of Josisft, «nd made Ism Irfmjfci We'tether's etead, m 
Jerusalem. 

< Jehoahaz was twenty and diree year* old when he 
began to reign. 

And he did evil In the sight of the Le«« t 

And tfifts is the word that came to Jeremiah #em 

Ifte Lord, siajing, Stand In the £a*e *f the Lea&tg 

-lieuse, and proclaim ifhere this wo#d, and say, tfear 

*ike word of the Lord, rill ye of Judsfe, that enter in at 

these gates to worshiptfee Lord. 

Hius saith the Loud of hosts, the 6en e# Israel, 
Amend your ways/ and your doings; and I will eauqe 
■jrou to dwell in this place. . 

Trust ye not in lying words, saying, l^ietappia of 
'the Lord, the temple ofthe Lord, ire these. 

For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and ytur do- 
ings; ff ye thoroughly execute judgement between a 
man and his neighbour; if ye oppress not the «t*angev, 
the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent 
blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to 
your hurt: 

Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the 
land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 
Behold, ye trust in lying words that cannot profit* 
Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and ~ 
ftwear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk 

after 
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after other ged& y9kata.ye.k0ow not; andegme a** 
stand before me in ibis house, which is called by my 
name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abo- 
minations? 

Is this house, which is, called by my name, become a 
den of robbers in your eyes? behold, even I have seen 
it, saith the LoRi>, but ^o ye new unto my plaoe whick 
was id Shiloh, wbeuelsetmy name at the ijcst, andsee* 
what 1 did to it for the wkkedness of my people Israel 

And now because je have done all these work* aakh 
the Lord, and I spake unto you, ( rising up early,, and 
speaking, but ye hoard not; and I called you, but ye 
answered not;, therefore will I do unto this house 
which is. called by my name, wherein ye trust, and un- 
to* the place which I gave to you and to your f a thers ^ 
as I have done to Shiloh. 

And I wiQ cast you out of my sight, aal have cast o*t> 
all your brethren* eve* the whole seed of £phraim. 

Therefore pray riot thou for tms people, neither lift 
up cry nor prayer for them, .neither make*inte*cessi*a 
ta me ; for,I will nothear tfcee. 

Seest thou not what they do in the citTes of Judaic 
and in the streets of Jerusalem? 

The children gather *oed, and the fathers kindle the, 
fixe, and tne women knead their dough, to make cakes 
to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings 
unto other gods, that tfrey may pxpvoke me to anger. 

&o they provoke me tp anger i saftli-the X^on?:. do 
they &otptovoke.themsejives.to the confusion of their 
own faces? 

Therefore thus saith the Loan jGod ;' Behold,, mine 
anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place,, 
upon man and upon beast, and upon the trees of the 
fields and upon* the fruit* of tn# groun<£» and it shall 
burn, and shall not be quenched. 

t) 8 Thus 



( 54 ) 

Thtts^htheLoRttofhbstt, the God of Israeli Put 
your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices,' and eat flesh. 

"For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded' 
them in the day that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, merely concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices;, 

'But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my 
voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my peo- 
ple: dnd walk ye in aH the "ways that I have com- 
manded you, that it may be well unto you. 

but they hearkened hot, nor inclined their ear, but 
walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their 
evil heart, and went backward and not forward. 

'Since the* day that your fathers came forth out of the 
land of Egypt unto this day, I have even sent unto you 
all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early, arid 
sending them : 

Yet they hearkened not unto me; nor inclined their, 
ear, bvft' hardened their neck; they did worse than 
their fathers./ ' ' \ 

"Therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them; 
but they. will not hearken to thee: thou shalt also call 
ufito them'; but they will not answer thee. ' 

But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that 
obeyeth not the voice of the Lord their God, nor re- 
ceiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut off 
from their mouth. ^ 

Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalerii, and cast it away; 
ariA take up a lamentation on high places; for the 
Lord hath rejected and forsaken the 'generation of his 
wrath. 

For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, 
safth.the Lord; they have set their abominations in 
the house which is called by my name, to pollute it.' . 

And they have built the high places of* Tophet, 
which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn 

their 
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their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I 
commanded them not, neither came it into my heart. 
- Therefore behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley 
of the son of Hinnom, but, The valley of slaughter: 
for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be no place. 

And the carcases of this people shall be meat for the 
fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth : 
and none shall fray them away. 

Then will I cause to cease from the cities of Judah, 
and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of thelnridegroom 
and the voice of the bride: for the land shall be deso- 
late. 

Moreover, thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord; Shall they foil, and not arise? shall he turn 
away and not return ? 

Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back 
by a perpetual backsliding i they hold nut deceit, they * 
refuse to return. * 

. I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: 
no man repented him of his .wickedness ■ saying, What ' 
have I done ? every one turned to 'his course, as the 
horse rusheth into the battle. 

Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed 
times ; and the turtle, and the. crane, and the swallow, 
observe the time of their coming? but nly people know 
not the judgment of the Load. 1 , H.-w 

How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the* > 
Lord is with us ? Lo, certainly in vain made he'it; 
the pen of the scribes' is in vain. \ ' ' ; . 

The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and 
tftken; lo, djey have rejected the word of the Lord: 
and what wisdom is in them ? 

.Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and 

D 4 their 
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their fields to them thai stall inherit then: for every 
one from the least even unto the greatest is given to 
covatoisnessj from the prophet even unto the priest 
every one dealetih falsely** 

For they have heeled the hart of the daughter of my 
people slightly, saying, Peace, peaces when there is no 
peace* 

Were thoy eshaned when they had oommittod abo- 
mination ? nay, they were not at oM ashamed, neither 
coald they Uosfc: tterefereshaH they fall among thete 
that tatt* in the time of their Visitation they shall be 
cast down from the Leai^. 

Oh, that my head were waters, and miae eyes a 
fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for 
the slam of dfe daughter ef my people 1 

Ok, (h* I had in the wnstones* a lodging place of 
wayfaring men ; that I might leave my people, and go 
farm tnenvj for thwy he aH idolalem, a* assembly of 



And they bend their tongues like their hew for Urn i 
Unto** eve sot valiant foe the tram upon the earth: 
Or they proceed from evil fe evil, and they know not 
me, taith the Leon* 

Take ye~heed every one of his neighbour* and mwt 
yn> not in any brother* for every brother wBI utterly 
sungfcmt, and every neighbour will walk with' slanders. 

And they wiB deceive every one his neighbor, and 
will not speak the truth; they have taught their 
tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit 
iniquity. 

Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit : through 
deceit they refuse to know me, smith the Loan. 

Therefore dins ssith the Lord of hosts, Behold, I 
will melt them, and try them, for how shall I do for 
the daughter of my people? 

Their 
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Their tongue is at en arjDw abet awt; k speehcth 
deceit 3 one speaketb peaceably to hi* neigbboax with 
hhi mouth* In* m hfe heart iM layeth wait. 

Shall I not visit them fee these thing*? *aith the 
Loan: shaU tot my sott be avenged on such a nation 
avthis? 

Who is the Wiseman, that may imdpwtond this? and 
who* i&he to whom the mouth <tf the Load hath snohen, 
that be may declare it, for what tbeland newiahetfa g and 
is burned op Hke a wiMejrnesggthat npnenejeeth through 

And the &okd Bafehy Because they have forsakenany 
hat whaeh 1 set before them}, and have not obeyed my 
mice, neither walked thereat; ha* have walked after 
the imagination of their own heart, and after, foflfrff, 
wbt£ktbek Ja*hera taugfc them : 

Therein* tbtt* saith the Loan, of hosts, the Cob of 
Israel; Beheld, ] wiU feed them, evmthi&neoBJer with 
wormweooV and give $b«o* water of gall to drink. 

I will scatter them alao among the heathen, whom 
n«itjier they nor their fathers hare known,; and I will 
and. & sword after tbera* tiH I have consumed then), 

Thus seitfe the Lean: Let not the wise a*angtory*9 
bis wistorr, neither let the mighty man glory k* hh 
might, let not the rich man glory in his richest 
~ Butlet lam that glorietb, glory ia thia* thai be un- 
etaostandethj and knowetb me* that I am the Lp*n> 
wbicn eaaeseiae loving bindnese, judgment, and Hfe}*. 
teemese mthe earth: for in these, things J dejjghfc 
saith theJLbmp. 

Hew ye, and gwe ear, be net proufc for the l*nn 
hath* apnhtf. 

Owe gtoryto the Leimyour God, before he eajnee 
darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the 4ejpk 
momitmns, and while ye look lor light h? tufn* ft into 
the shadow of deaUb and make ift grot* darkness, 

D5 But 
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But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in se- 
cret places for' your pride ; and mine eye shall weep 
sore, and run dbwn with tears, because the Lord's 
flock is carried away captive. 

Say unto the' king, and to the queen, Humble your- 
selves, sit down: for your principalities shall come 
down,* even the crown df your glory. 

The cities <if the south shall be shut up, and none 
shall open them: Judah shall be carried away captive 
ill of it, it shall be wholly carried away captive. 

Then said I, Ah, Lord God ! behold, the prophets 
say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall 
ye have famine ; but 1 will give you assured peace in 
this place. 

Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy 
lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I com- 
manded them, neither spake unto them : they prophesy 
unto you a falde vision, and divination, and a thing of 
nought,* and the deceit of their heart. 

* Therefore' thussaith the Lord concerning the pro- 
phets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, 
yet. they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this 
land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be 
consumed. 

- And the people to whom they prophesy shall be oast 
out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine 
and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, 
them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters : 
for I will pom* their wickedness upon them. . 

• Then said the Lord unto me, Though Mo^and 
Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be to- 
ward this people; cast them out of -my' sight, andiet 
them go forth. ,'.,...' 

- And it shall ^ome to pass, if they -say unto thee, 
Whither sKaU we £Q forth : then thbo r *fta1t tell them-, 

• ; Thus 
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* Tlius saith the Lord, such as are for death, to death, 
and such as are for the sword, to the sword ; and such 
as are for the famine, to the famine, and such as are 
for the captivity, to the captivity. 

And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the 
LrORD : the sword to slay ; and the dogs to tear ; and 
the fowls of the heaven and the beasts of the earth, to 
devour and destroy ; and I will cause them to be re- 
moved into all the kingdoms of the earth* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. '% 

•• 4 ' 

Jehoahaz was not the rightful heir to the crown, for 
he was not chosen by the Lord, but elected by the peo- 
ple. He soon discovered his propensity to wickedness; 
and the prophet Jeremiah continued his admonitions. -: 

" In the extract from his writings, which mal^e the 
principal part of this section, the prophet exhorts hit 
countrymen to . amend their lives, without which,' he 
tells them, their Confidence in the Temple is vain, and 
their trust in sacrifices, without obedience, of no avail; 
God's threatenings are then repeated in a variety of 
terms. An awful message is sent to the royal family in 
particular ; and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem in ge- 
neral. The prophet pleading for the people complains 
of false prophets. To this God replies, that no inter* 
cession could now divert him from his purpose of pu- 
nishing so wicked a people." .« m 

This section should be received as an admonition by 
all nations, who are in covenant with ' the Lord ; for 
he is no respecter of persons. It concerns Christians as 
well as Jews, for, alas ! the same vices, if we except 
open idolatry, prevail amongst the latter, as were prac- 
tised by the former ; though they are riot yet arrived! 
at such a pitch of general corruption. This . prophecy* 
plainly intimates, that an obstinate perseverance in 

D6 wickedness 



wickednwwiU at length eawiute, era* fe w*l fe~ 
wured uation^ from divine pace » no intereesstoq ca» 
the* prevail h* their behalf. The. day of gnwe wee 
past, twill never return to any nation, *oai to preserve it 
from destruction* when *h^ roftasuvp of its iniauitY ia 

ACTION XVI. 

JZHOAHAZ P M PO SBD J EHOIAK1M MADE KING OF 

JUDAH. • 

from 2 Kings, Chap. xxiiL — 2 Chron. Chap, xxxvi. 

4»d P*arnoh.»Necho,fcii>g of Bgftt pwtdown Jehoe- 
bas, when he lied reignadtlfree month* in Jerusalem, 
and put him in banda at Riblah, that he might not 
veign, and puttha land to a tribute of an hundred ta» 
)sats of silver, and a talent of geld. 

And Fhar oah-Neohe made Eliakin* the son of Joslah 
lung in the soon* of Josiah his ihthev, and turned his 
name to, Jehoiakim, and took Jeheahaa away: and he 
name to Egypt and died there. 

And Jehoiakhn gave the silver and the gold to Pha- 
raoh; but he taxed tho land to give the money accord* 
Wglo the cenpnapdment of Pharaoh ; he exacted the 
aftwr and the geld of the peoplo of the land, xof every 
Qgtf according |o his taxation, to give it untoPharaoh- 
Necho. 

ANNOTATION6 ah» REFLECTIONS. 

Before Jefeoafea^ b^d m opportunity of committing 
many impious acts* Fb&wfc$fecii© t having fyfe** Q&n 
chemish,,a ^at city t&lpjiging to tb^BabylpjuapH w*a 
fetu^ning Uwpds Egypt, when hearing t^Jefeoatae 
was made king of JujJaJi, wijthout We. CQJtfUwnc^ ltd 

probably 
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probably that h* was in anas against him, made Mm 
captive* pl ee yd his brother on the throne, and rendered 
Unpeople of Judah tributary to him. This last droum- 
atawe was very humiliating, butitwas ooly the begin* 
nipgef sorrows; greater calamities were jet in store 
fto this rebellious land. 

la the third year e£ W>oiakim,Nabepotoaer > kicgef 
BaJ^to & ted»Bgtha^oaFB«ra<^«Ne^b^a taking Car- 
cke»ia]i» aft Syria and Palestine had revolted to him, 
and being, on account of his age and infirmities, urn- 
sble to ejarefe thither to reduee then* he stade Nebu- 
chariftranar his son bis associate j* the empire* end sent 
kirn with an amy kite those parts. 

THE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF JEHOIAglM 

KING OF JUDAH. 

- From 2 Kings, Chap, xxiii. — 2 Chron. Chaprxuxyi. 

jz&qx&kw was. twenly-fctf years eld when be be* 
gan to reign. ; and he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, 

fathe beginning of the rejgft. of JebaiaUm the son 
of Jo#hking of Juddb.oanje this word of the 1*0*0 to 
Jerenuah, aaving f Thnssafth the l*>w>, Stand i» the 
'court of die Lord's houseand apeak; onto ail the* G&ies 
of Judah, which com* t* worship in the Lqr&'s. fesmse, 
all tjae werda that I wmmi thee to apeak unto the**; 
diminish not a word. 

If so be they will hearken, and tun* ever$ mm from 
hjae^w^,ths*jin*y repent we of tim evii whi<* I 
purpose to dflupto t&ejn, heca*?o of the W* of their 
doinasv 

And 
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And thou shalt say unto thfem, Thus satth the Lord,. 
If ye will not hearken to me to walk In my law which I 
have set before you, to hearken to the words of my ser- 
vants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising 
up early and sending them, but ye have not hearkened ; 

Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and Will 
make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth* 

So the priests and the prophets, and all the people, 
heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of 
of the Lord. 

Now it came to pass when Jeremiah had made an 
end of speaking all that the Lord had commanded him 
to speak unto all the people, that the priests, and the 
prophets, and all the people took him saying, Thou 
shalt surely die. 

Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Loud, 
saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city 
shall be desolate without an inhabitant > and all the 
people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of 
the Lord. 

When the princes of Judah heard these things, then 
they came up from the king's house unto the house of 
the Lord, and sat down in the entry of the new gate 
of the Lord's house. 

Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the 
princes and to all the people, saying, This man is wor- 
thy to die : for he hath prophesied against this city, as 
ye have heard wkh your ears. 

Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all 
the people, saying, The Lord sent me to prophesy 
against this house and against this city all the words 
that ye have heard; 

Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, 
and obeythe voice of the Lord your God: and the 

Lord 
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Lord will repent hira of the evil that he hath 'pro- 
nounced against you. 

As for me, behold, I am in your hand : do with me 
as seemeth good and meet unto you : But know ye for 
certain, that if ye put me to depth* ye shall purely 
bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this* city, 
and upon the inhabitant* thereof: for of a truth the 
Loaohath sent me unto you to speak all these words 
in your ears. 

Then said the princes and all the people unto the 
priests and to the prophets, This man is not worthy to 
die : for he hath sjpoken to us in the name of the Lord 
our God. 

Then rose Up certain of the elders of the land, and 
spake to all the assembly of die people, saying, Micah 
the Morashite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah 
king^of Judah, and spake to all the people .of Judafy 
saying, Thus saiththe Lord of hosts, Zion shall be 
plowed like afield, and Jerusalem shall becomexheaps; 
and the mountain of the house as the high places of 
the forest. 

. Did Hezekiah* king of Judah and all Judah put him 
at all to death ? did he not fear the Lord, and be- 
sought the Lord, and the Lorj> repented him of the 
evil which he had pronounced .against them ? thus 
might we procure great evil against our souls. 

And there was also a man that prophesied in . the 
name of the Lord, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Ka> 
jath-jearka, who prophesied against .this city and 
against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah. 
And when Jehoiakim the king, with all. his mighty 
men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king 
sought to put him to death : but when Urijah heard it, 
he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt. 

And Jehoiakim theking sent men into Egypt, namely 

Elnathan 
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<fimathan thd so* of Achbor, and certain men iritis kfc* 
into Egypt. , 

And they fetched forth Uirjah nut of Egypt? *»<* 
brought him unto Jefcoiafeiai the king : who star Mm 
with the sword* and cast Ms dead body mtotke gvamta 
of the common people* ' - 

Nevnrthelesa, tike hand of Ahdcain tteaoaof Skmphm 
vas witJ* Jorensiah, tbat \bejf should not give him into 
tjie hand of the people to put him to death.. 
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ANNOTATIONS an© REFtBCTIONSL 

Wp find from the beginning* of tbk settiosv thafc Je- 
botej&n pso*ad as inifioui a* bk toother ;. a»e\ tiba 
people, who never entered heartiJy into JnsJnh** plans 
of reformation, c&ntinued to follow their asm wejced 
inclinations, which lad them on prngressrteky inso aM 
kinds of impiety said immorality. The prophet Jew* 
miah repeated his admonitions, and declared to them 
what had been revealed to him ; but met witfenrathaig 
from the generality of them, but insult and oppression. 
The prince* indeed were at first mctined to protect btm, 
and seem to bare been affected with, the demnc&gion 
of Divine vengeonae. 

The promotion which* Jeremiah delivered at thistonev 
foresaid the destruction of the- Temple and City, if not 
prevented by timely repentance. By this tinweteasn* 
prophecy Jspemiab*fr ttfe was'exposed to great da&gtfr-i 
but theLoitn- raised him up a. friend, and would npt 
sufibr his enemies to prevail against ukn*.< 

* SteStectienvil. 
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SECttON XVIH. 

CONTINUATION OF THfc REION Off JEHOIAKIM KIM 
OP JUDAIC, AND PARS OF THE P&OPBBCY OF 

JBUBMXAIt. 

A*D v in the days of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Ne- 
buchadneaxar king of Babylon came up against Judah, 
then the Word of the Load came onto Jeremian, 
concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year 
of Jehoiakinvthesonof Josiah, king of Judah 9 that was 
the firat year of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

And Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all th/& people 
©f Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem* say- 
iag, From the thirteenth year of Joaiah the son of Amon 
king of Judah, even unto this day; that is the three 
and twentieth year, the Word of the Lord hath coma 
unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and 
speaking ; but ye have not Jieaskened. 

And the Loan hath sent ijnto yea all his servants the 
prophets, rising early and sending them ; but ye have 
not hearkened, nor iriclined your ear to hear. 

They said, Turn ye again now every one from his 
cvU way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell 
i&the land that the Lord hath given unto you and to 
your fathers for ever and ever: and go not altar other 
gods to serve them and to worship them, and provoke 
me not to anger with the works of your hands, and I 
will do you no hurt. 

Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the 
Lord; that ye might provoke me to anger with the 
*orkg of your hands to your own hurt. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Because ye 

have 
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have not heard my words, .behold, I will send and take 
all the families of the north saith the Lord, and Ne- 
buchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and 
will bring them against this land, and against the in- 
habitants thereof, and against all these nations round 
about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them 
an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desola- 
tions. 

Moreover, I will take from them the voice of mirth, 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, 
and the fight of the candle. 

And this whole land shall be a desolation and an 
astonishment: and these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years. 

And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are 
accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, 
and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and 
the land of die Chaldeans; and will make it perpetual 
desolations. 

And I will bring upon that land all my words, which " 
I have pronounced against it, even all that is written 
in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophecied against 
all the nations. 

For many nations and great kings shall serve them- 
selves of them also: and I win recompense them ac- 
cording to their deeds, and according to the works of 
their own hands. 

To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the* 
kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a 
desolation, ah astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as~ 
it is this day; Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, 
and his princes, and all his people; and all the min- 
gled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all 
the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, 

and 
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and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod, 
Edom, and Moab, and the children of Amnion. 

And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of Zi- 
don, and the kings of the isles which are beyond the 
sea, Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the 
utmost corners, and all the kings of Arabia, and all the ' 
kings of the mingled people that dwell in the desert, 
and all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, 
and all the kings of the Medes,and all the kings of the 
north, far and near, one with another, and all the 
kingdoms of the world, which are upon the face of the 
earth: and the king of Sheshach after them. 

For lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is 
called by my name, and should ye be utterly unpu- 
nished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call 
for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith 
the Lord of hosts. , . 

.Therefore prophecy thou against them all these 
words,, and say, unto them, The Lord shall roar from, 
on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; 
he shall mightily roar upon his habitation, he shall give 
a shout as they that tread the grapes, against all the 
inhabitants Of the earth. 

A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth: for 
the Lord hath a controversy with the nations, he will 
plead with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked 
to the sword, saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Behold evil shall go 
forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. 

And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from 
one end of the earth even unto the other end of the 
earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered nor 
buried; they shall be dung upon the ground. j , 



( 6» ) 

4 

ANNOTATIONS 4*d REFLECTIONS* 

It was related in a former section, that Pharaon- 
Necho carried Jehoahaz captive into Egypt, and made 
Jehoiakim his brother king of Judah, on condition of 
his becoming tributary to him; and that Jehoiakirn 
was obliged to lay very heavy taxfes oft his subjects, to 
enable him to keep his engagements. Soon after this, 
Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptians, and marched 
towards Palestine, in order to make the king of JudaJh 
tributary to him. 

The Lord was now preparing to pour forth his in- 
dignation; and that it might be known to be His work, 
and not the mere effect of human ambition, Jeremiah 
was commissioned to repeat the substance of what he 
had before said with additional circumstances! The 
prophet now expressly named the conqueror who was 
to be the instrument of Gop's wrath against Israel and 
Judah, the other nations he was fc> subdue, the dura- 
tion of! the Jewish captivity, and the subsequent pu- 
nishment, of the kingdom of Babylon* 



SECTION XIX. 

/ 

PART OP THE PROttlBCY OF JEREMIAH. 

4 

H 4 * 

From Chap* xxxyi. 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakmi 
the son of Josiah king of Judab, that this word cani£ 
unto Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, Take thee a roll 
of a book, and write therein all the words that I have 
spoken unto thee, against Israel, and against Judah, 
and against all the nations,- from the day I spake unto 
thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 

It 
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It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the 
evil wbfeh I pqryq*? fo dp. up&> tfefm; ib& tbey may 
return every man from' his evil way; that I may forgive 
lfceiriniquiti«flM tfeairMu ••« . . 

Thtmianmnk isUed Bs*ucfe tk**>» «f Mem* : 
sad flttiuch wrote irom the mni& of «taeatmb dtt the 
mob^s <d <th* Logo, which fee tad epfcvi on|# him, 
upon a coll «f - a faxi, 

A«i ieretBiah co wwi s hd itomfe, JNgrfog, I nn 
•hut tip; I loa aa mt go into the Ittvse iOf the I**» : 
rtewmre^ft thou a«d tend ip theiftl) whtebttjip* Jwt 
written fiw my mouth, Ae«wi*rds of |h* {,9*9, jp jfce 
«W *f Jfee ptoplc in the itaft&'f hpuee, v|#» tfe* f*§> 
inf day j W*lao thou 4kak.*e*d \t\m W &e «*ia ff 
att JMah, that eon* out «f tftwr lilta* 

As4 *ta» *rp *>? wowte ft* Jemfwhtyokflwfr 
Batueh. 

Tbm aaidi tl» Loaq* sfa* GfH#f featf un|a &»?, 
fi$tt)*dM T&quditfet »y, We* ip 499 wwt for ffee 
Lft» fa^b flddoi grfcf tP «y sorrow * j fttoedtagy 
sighing, and I find no rest. , 

The jLejua atJth rthui: BetotA, tfc* whiflh J have 
fruik wsH I break down, wd ihftt which J 4#ve pfepfeMi 
I »ill ffak np, even this whofe te&a\ 

Aj^*6«k^iho^g^^HWng?^r%^tf? seefe&era 
* lit; 4bv behold, I wall taring evfl qpon *U Sesh, ***# 
the Lord : b* thy life will I five unto $*£ ftr&prey 
ib all places whither thou goest. 

And Baruch th$ son of Jtferiah did according to all 
that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading 
in the ta*k the words of the Loud in the Lord's 
house. 



ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It appears from this section that Jehoiakim did not 
take warning from the prophet's admonitions, but had 
carried his resentment again* hfan so fer, as to can* 
him to be shut up in prison, while he and his people 
pursued their wicked courses ; yet the Lord would not 
destroy them without using every means to bring them 
to repentance ; He therefore commanded the prophet 
to write his predictions*, since he was. not at liberty to 
go and speak them, that Barach, who was* a dfcciple 
of Jeremiah's, might read them publicly to the people, 
' who should assemble from all parts on the great day of 
expiation f, (which still continued to be observed an- 
nually) according to the law of Moses, that they might 
be induced, when collected together on so solemn an 
occasion, to present their supplications to the Lord, 
and endeavour to deprecate his wrath, by speedy and 
sincere repentance. What effect this measure had is 
not related. 

It is likely that Jehoiakim and the princes were ab- 
sent from Jerusalem, making preparations to resist the 
power of Nebuchadnezzar, or else in such great con- 
sternation, that they did not express any resentment 
against Jeremiah and Baruch, on account of the roll 
which they had published to the people. 

* Contained in some of the chapters, which there was rv*t room 
to insert,* f Lev., xvi. 29. 
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SECTION XX. 



CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF JEHOIAKIM, AND 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

From 2 Kings, Chap, xxiv* — Jer. Chap. xxv. 

And Jehoiakira became the servant of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. And it came, to pass in the fifth year of Je- 
hoiakira the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth 
month, that they proclaimed a fast before the Lord to 
all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that 
came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. 

Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah 
in the house of the Lord, in the chamber of Gemariah 
the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at 
the entry of the new gate of the Lord's house, in the 
ears of all the people. 

When Micaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of SJia- 
phan, had heard out of the book all the words of the 
Lord, 

Then. he went down into the king's house into the 
scribe's chamber : and lo, all the princes sat there, even 
Elishamathe scribe, andDelaiah the son of Shemaiah, 
and EInathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son 
of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and 
all the princes. 

Then Micaiah declared unto them all the words that 
he had heard when Baruch read the book in the ears 
of the people. 

Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Ne- 
thaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto 
Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein 
thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So 

Baruch 
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Baruchthesonof Neriah took the roll in his hand, and 
came unto them. 

And the; said unto him, Sit down now, and read it 
in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. 

itovftgwfi p^s^ w hj>n tfey JWi bw4 «tf tt* 

words, th#y w*ve afrajdf lwth<>n9*adttjb*rj *f*d said 
tmto Baruch, we will surely tell the king of all these 
words. 

And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now;, How 
didst thou write $H these words at his mouth t 

Then. Baruch answered them: He pronounced a{l 
these wprifc unto me with his mouth, and I wrote than 
with ink in tije book. 

Then said the prince^ unto Baruch, Go, hfcje thee, 
thpu, and Jeremiah,; imd l$t no man know wjiere 
ye be. 

And they went unto the king into the court, but 
they laid up (he rojl in the chamber ef Elishama ttye 
scribe, and told all the words in the ear? of 4fee king. 
So the king sent Jehudj to fetcfo tJije to]) : an4 he 
took it out of Elighama the scribe's chamber ; and Jp* 
hudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ear/ 
of all the princes which stood beside the king. 

Now the king sat in the winter house t in the ninth 
month : and there was a fire on the hearth burning 
before him. 

And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read 
three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and 
cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until aft* the 
roll was consumed. 

Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, 
neither the king, nor any of his servantethtt heard all 
these words. 
Nevertheless Emathan find Delaiah and Geraariah, 

# 

had made intercession to the king that he would not 
burn the rdft : but he would not hear them. 

JBut 
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But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Ham- 
melech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel* and Sheiemiat 
the son of Ahdeel, to take Baruch the seribe, and Jenfc- 
miah the prophet: but the Lord hid them. r 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jerenfiah, after 
that the king had burned the roll, and the words which 
Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, .,-.» 

Take thee again another roll, am} write in it- all the 
former words that were in the first roll, whkh-Jehoife- 
kim the king of Judah hath burned. „» 

And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus 
saith the Lord: Thou hast burned this roll,: saying" 
Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king' of 
Babylon shall certainly come and destroy thisiaad, and 
shall cause to cease from thence man and beast i 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, He shall have none to set upon the throne of 
David: and his dead body shall be cast put in the day 
to the heat and in the night to the frost* 

And I wijl punish him,, and his seed, and his ser- 
vants, for their, iniquity ; and I will bring upon them 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the 
men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced 
against them; but they hearkened not* 

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Ba* 
ruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein 
from the. mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book 
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned m the fire ; 
and there were added besides unto them many like 
words.' * 

J 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS.* . 

:' • • • . > r 

* 1 • 

* 4 

It seems that Nebuchadnezzar accomplished his de- 
sign of making Jehoiakim tributary to him, and then 
departed from Judea. 

Voi,. IV. E It 

. --— «- 
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It was at the rfefttf* «f ihfe grea* day of aftpiation, 
that BaMcb was sent •» read the raft s second tane ; 
the Vfeg and people continued to increase f* wtetafe 
ness. 

^ iTfae chamber df 6emariahthe se*ibtv was the room 
where <be kiM^s council osed to ait. The k*ds of the 
council were greatly ternftd* and were seftcHou* to 
preserve tb^ptophat tod hi* dfeeiple from die effects 
ttf ifcekfe^s indignation, which ttwy imagined wovtt 
be excited by this action* it proved as thiejr expected ; 
4br the impious Jfefoidnav disregardi&g the word of 
the Los*, burnt die kfetee as they were r*ad* tiH the 
toll wis entirety consumed; and windd hatre destroyed 
the prophet, bat that Divine providence iaferpoBed in 
< his ptoattrvatiim* 

4 

SECTION XXI. 

THfe fcONCLVSIONf OF THE REIGN OF JEHOSAKIM 

KIN& OF JUDAH. 

JVowt 2 Kings, Chap. xxiv. — 2 Chron. Chap, xxxvi 

And Jehoiakhh continued the servant of Neb£K#ffce% 
Hefczfcr three years, tft&i he turned and rebelled against 

mm. 

And the Lontf serit against fihfc bands of die Chal*. 
tftee*, andhartds of tfrfe Syrians, atfd bands of the Motr- 
Bites, anil bands of the driHren of Amman, and sctott 
them against Judah to destroy it ; according to flife 
word of the Lord, which he spake by his servants the 
prophets. 

1 Surely at the commandment of the Lord came this 
upon Juddh, to remove tfeera out of hit right, for the 
sros of Manasseh, according to a8 tfca* he dift$ and 
also for the innocent blood that he sfted: fer he rated 

Jerusalem 
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Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the-LoRB 
would not pardon. 

Now the rest of the acta of Jehoiakim, and his abo- 
minations which he did. and that which was found in 
ka», behold, they are writte* in the book of tfe* kfep 
rf Israel aodjodah* 

80 Jehosaknr slept with htssathenft and Jtixmohin 
his son reigned in his stead. 

And the king of Egypt came not again any more 
out of his land: for the king of Babylon had tajcen 
from the - river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all 
that pertained to the king of Egypt. 

ANNOTATIONS and REffLEtiTlONS'. 

Jehoiakim. after having served the king of Babylon 
three years,, refused to pay hihi tribute, and renewed 
hjs confederacy .with Phfrr aoh-Necho ; other nations 
iJgo annoyed him. 

The Lobd permitted the king of Judah to be mo- 
lested with such various enemies, on account of his 
disobedience to the Divine will. In what manner he 
died we are net informed, but there is no doubt his . 
death was ignominious, and, as\he prophet had fore- 
told, his memory hateful. The Jews, to this day, ob- 
serve a fast in commemoration of Jehoiakim's burning ' 
the roU which Baru^h read. 

Pharaoh-Neeho. king of Egypt, died one year be- 
fore Jehoiakim, having reigned sixteen years, and was 
succeeded by Psammia his son. 
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SECTION XXII. 

TOT BEGINNING OF THE' REIGN OF JEHOIACHIN 

(called also jechoniah and com ah) king of 

JUDAH, AND PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

From Jeremfah) Chap. xxii. 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years when he began to 
reign, and he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that his father had done. 

Then said the Lord to Jeremiah, Go now down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this 
word, and say, Hear the word of the Lord, O king of 
Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that enter in by these 
gates : 

Thus saith the Lord: Execute ye judgment and 
righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to 
the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither 
shed innocent blood in this place. 

But if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter 
in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the 
throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, 
and his servants, and his people. 

For if ye will not hear these words, I swear by my- 
self, saith the Lord, that this house shall become a 
desolation. 

For thus saith the Lord unto the king's house of 
Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the' head of 
Lebanon : yet surely I will make thee a wilderness, 
and cities that are not inhabited. 

And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every 

one 
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one with his weapons: and they shall* cut down thjr 
choice cedars, and cast them into the. fire. 

And many nations shall pass by this city, and they 
shall say every main to his neighbour, Wherefore hath 
the Lord done thus unto this great city? 

Then they shall answer ; Because they have forsaken 
the covenant of the Lord their God, and worshipped 
other gods, and served them. 

Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighte- 
ousness, and his chambers by wrong ; that useth his 
neighbour's service without wages, and giveth him not 
for his work ; 

That eaith, I will build me a wide house and large 
chambers, and cutteth him out windows; And it 16 
ceiled with cedar, and painted with vermilion. 

Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in ce- 
dar? did not thy father (David) eat and drink, and do 
judgment and justice, and then it was well with him ? 

*He judged the cause of the poor and needy : then it 
was well with him: was not this known to me? saith 
the Lord. 

Hut thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy 
covetousness; and for to shed innocent blood, and for 
oppression, and for violence to do it. 

As I live saith the Lord, though Coniah the son of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right 
hand, yet would I pluck thee thence ; 

And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek 
Ay life, and into the hand of them whose face thou 
fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare 
thee, into another country, where ye were not born ; 
And there shall ye die. - 

E3 But 



But the tatd wfcereuatothey desired to return, thi- 
ther shall they mot return. 

h this man/ Coaigh a deqpjsed broken idol ? is he a 
ve^iel wherein is aa pleasure; whera&re are they cast 
oat he and hia seed; and are cast into a land which they 
know not? 

O earth* taath, earth, htar the word of the Lokp. 

Thus saith the Lord; Write ye thw man ehjldtawk 
a nan that shall not jweper m km days; *wr a* wian 
of hit seed shall prosper, sitting ayft* the throne of Da- 
lid, and vuftag any mart n Jttdah, 

ANNOTATIONS and «BFLECTXON& 

That Jehoiachin might have no reason to complain 
of ufiftg delivered into the enemy's hands without 
waning, the prophet Jeremiah (who, we may suppose, 
obtained hia liberty at the late king's death) was aeatf 
to recommend to him and his people the practice*of 
justice and equity, as they would hope to prosper, and 
to threaten them in case of disobedience with utter 
destruction. Jehoiachm was threatened with a miaer- 
able end, and his family declared to be for ever ex- 
cluded from the throne. 

SECTION XXIII. 

OT|£ CONCESSION OF THE REIGN OF JEHOIACHIN 

KINO OF JUDAH. 

t 

From 2 Kings t Chap. xxiv. 

And when Jehoiachin had reigned three months and 
ten days in Jerusalem, and. done that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, the servants of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the 
city was besieged. 

And 
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Art NetoidMfoffgzajr king of Bahgfo opns ftgwm^ 
thecal?, art Ml servants dtf besiege ft, 

Art attfoe ert of tl** yea* JeJwiHchin titakin$of 
Jrtafct w«* 01* to {be kiflg of BabjOq*, Kt ^A W* 
«pttar, art to aer?aflt«* w4 typ pruwea, art to ofljb 
eetas art tike k«g of Bafeyta took torn u> U^o^tb 
year of hi* *ft§P« 

Art he cafirirt wt ttawt ail the treasure* of tte 

souse o£ the La*W art the, trgaaare* pf tb* king's 

Wua* art <m|i«f»£K^aUltav5wtf8 tf go^wWA 
Snlonafla lcwo of lintel had maife in the tpnmlg «f tha 

Loan, aatfee toBp^aajjL 

Art 1m «at«4 #**# at) JotwaJem, a^ all the, 
prince*, art all the, mighty Ufn of \tatonr, e>en tefL 
tamu i n d <*ptiva§, md aft tjie «*ajfrn*a», art>fmith« j 
none regained save the poorest *oxt of tfy? people ff 
the land. 

And he carried away Johoia^Hp tQ Ba^icm, and the 
king's mother, art the king's wivas* nrt bia officers, 
and the rtgh*? <tf the la«4» those carried MMtyqaj* 
tmty from JeryaaleBi to Jtebgrlon. 

And all the atenefrtgbt, area aeyenr t ^ q irea n ^aqij 
eraftamen, mA * rt l hf » a thoigartt <# that wer$ ajroftg 
and apt ft* war, e¥an theta the ki«g of J^yta» 
brought «af&|ve to flatyloa, ,,//. 

And' the king of. ^ahylw made Mattaniah hj$ ft- 
tWs brother king infria,* tead, ajid changed his name 
to ZftkkiaJ), . 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, '' 

Jehoiachm was not restrained front his Wfcfeed&eA 
by the prophets denunciations, neither Would ite htafcl 
We himself before the Lord: therefore fee was fefVtfc 
suffer the consequences of his fblly And obduracy. 

Nebuchadnezzar's lieutenants and governors of the 

E 4 provinces 
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provinces cdntfriued to besiege Jerusalem after the 
death of Jehoiakim: at the end of three months the 
king of Babylon came against it in person with his royal 
arthy/ Jehoiachm, unable to defend -the city, submit- 
ted, as we read; btrt Nebuchadnezzar ^>ut him in 
chains and sent hinrto Babylon; where he continued a 
miserable captive till the death of that monarch, which 
was thirty-six yefars. " Had Jehoiacbin taken the me- 
thod which Hezekiah did; and 'made his peace. with 
God he would have had no- cause t<> fear the king of 
Babylon; but might 4iave held out with courage, ho- 
nour, and success: but wanting the faith and piety of 
an Israelite, he had not the resolution of a man, a sol- 
tfrer, und a prince," Now. was fulfilled the word of 
God,' spoken by Moses: The Lord shall bring against 
tfieeb nation Jrom ajar, <rf fierce countenance, that shall 
eat the fruit of thy land, and besiege thee in all thy gates. 
'" We find that Nebuchadnezzar carried with him vast 
quantities of spoil* and a great number of captives. He 
%d taken some away eight years before this, among 
whom were Daniel and his friendB: these had behaved 

» < 

sowetf, that 1 the king 2 was desirous to have more such. 
He also took ail Hie great men* and principal officers, 
J^st they should raise conspiracies against him; and car- 
ried the smiths away, in order that the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem might not be able .to procure arms. 

Nebuchadnezzar, after his departure from Jerusalem, 
employed all the rest of the year in carrying on his war 
with the Egyptians; in which he was so successful, 
that before the ensuing winter he had driven them but 
of jgjyriaand Palestine. Shortly after, died Nabopolassar, 
k|pg of Babylon, having reigned twenty-one years; on 
bearing which, Nebuchadnezzar hastened home, and 
was made kjngin his stead. He had reigned some time 
wj|li his father. His empire contained Chaldea, Assyria, 
j wt, 4 »i Arabia, 
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Arabia, Syria, and Palestine (the latter included the 
whole land of Israel). Zedekiah, though called king, of 
Judah, reigned there only as Nebuchadnezzar's de- 
puty. 

Nebuchadnezzar, changed Mattaniah's name to shew 
that he was entirely dependent on him. Zedekiah signi- 
fies the justice of the Lord, to put him in mind, that 
he must expect the vengeance of his God if he violated 
the oath of fidelity which he had taken. 

. SECTION XXIV. 

THE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH KING 

OF JUDAH, 

AND PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

From 2 Kings, Chap. xxiv. — Jer. Chap, xxvii. 

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he 
began to reign. ^ 

In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah*, the son 
of Josiah, king of Judah, came this word unto Jere- 
miah, saying, Thus saith the Lord to me, Make thee 
bonds ahd'yokes, and put them upon thy neck, and 
send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of 
Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the 
king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand 
of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zede- 
kiah king of Judah; 

And command them to say unto their masters, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Thus shall 
ye say unto* your masters, I have made the earth, the 
man, and the beast, that are upon the ground, by my 

* It : is supposed by some learned commentators, that the word 
Jehoiachin is, by the mistake of a transcriber, pot for Zedekiah ; 
but it is not at all improbable that Jeremiad received intimation 
of this event in the reign of Jehoiachin^ and wrote the prophecy. 

£ 5 great 
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great power, sad by my out-stretched arm, and have 
given tt unto whom it seemed meet unto me* 

And mw I have grven aU these lands into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, 
and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve 
him. 

And all nations shall serve him and his son and his 
son's son, until the very time of his land come ; and 
then many nations and great kings shall serve them- 
selves of him. 

And it shall come to pass, that the nation and king- 
dom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I pu- 
nish, saith the Lord, with the sword, and with the 
femine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed 
them by his hand. 

Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor ta 
your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your en- 
chanters, nor to your sorcerers, wjiieh speak unto you, 
saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon. 

For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far 
from your land, and that I should drive you out and 
ye shall perish. 

But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke 
of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let 
remain still in their own land, saith the Lord and they 
sbali tin it, and dwell therein. 

And Jeremiah spake to Zedekiah according to the 
tenor of those words, saying, Bring your necks under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and 
his people, and live. 

Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the Lord hath 
spoken against the nation that will not serve the king 
of Babylon ? x 

Therefore 
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Therefore hearken not unto the words of the pro- 
phets that speak unto you, saying* Ye shall net serve 
the king of Babylon : for they prophosy aliewtoyou. 

For I have not sent them, »**& *h* Lord, yet they 
prophesy a lie in my name, that I might drive yw MM 
and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets thftt 
prophesy unto you. l - 

Also I spake to the priests, and to all this people 
saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hearken not to the wor# 
of your prophets, that prophesy unto you, saying, be- 
hold, the vessels of the Lord's house shall now shortly 
be brought -again from Babylon $ for- they prophesy a 
lie unto you. 

Hearken not unto them, serve the king of Babylon, 
and live : wherefore should this city be laid waste ? 

But if they be prophets, and if the word of the Loaj> 
he with them, let tRem now make intercession to the 
Lord of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the 
house of the Lord and in the house of the king of Ju» 
dah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the pil- 
lars, and concerning the sea, and concerning the bases, 
and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain in 
this city, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took 
not when he carried away captive Jeconiah the son of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon^ 
and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem : 

Yea thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
concerning the vessel that remain m the house of the 
Lord, and in the house of the king, of Judah, and of 
Jerusalem, They shall be carried to Babylon, and there 
shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the 
Lord : then will I bring them up, and restore them to 
this place, 

E 6 ■" ANNOTA- 
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. ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 

• We find that Zedekiah followed the bad example of 
bis predecessors, yet the prophet was sent to admonish 
Jtim and his subjects ; for though the Lord had deter- 
feuned the destruction of the city in case the people did 
not repent. He promised to have compassion on all who 
acknowledged their transgressions, and submitted to 
His* Almighty Power. 

' It is supposed, that after the departure of Nebuchad- 
nezzar out of Judea and Syria, Zedekiah, having set- 
tled himself upon the throne, the kings of the Ammo- 
nites, Edomites, Zidonians, Tyrians, and other nations, 
sent their ambassadors to congratulate him on his ac- 
cession, and proposed a league with him against the 
king of Babylon ; but the Lord having ordained that 
Nebuchadnezzar, who was the chosen instrument of Di 
vine vengeance , should on that account rule over die 
kings of the earth, commanded Jeremiah to put a yoke 
and bands on his neck, as a significant sign f calculated 
to give force to his predictions : and it is likely the 
prophet offered them successively to all the foreign am- 
bassadors mentioned above, in order to prove whether 
they would give credit to the xvord of God, thus so- 
lemnly pronounced, or not ; but we have reason to 
suppose, that they rejected them with disdain. 

SECTION XXV. 

A FALSE "PROPHET CONTRADICTS JEREMIAH'S 

PREDICTIONS. 

From Chap* xxviiL 

And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning 
of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth 
year, and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of 

Azur- 



f 



( to ) 

Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto 
Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, in the presence of 
the priests; and -of all the people, saying* 

Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel 
saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon- 
Within two full years I will bring again into this 
place all the vessels of the Lord's house that Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place 
and carried them to Babylon : 
1 And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son 

of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of 
Judah that went into Babylon, saith the Lord, for I 
will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet 
, . Hananiah in the presence of the priests, and in the pre- 
sence of all the people that stood in the house of the 
Lord even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen : the 
Lord do so : the Lord perform thy words which thou 
hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the Lord's 
house, and all that is carried away captive from Baby- 
lon, into this place. 

Nevertheless, hear thou now this word that I speak 
in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people ; the pro- 
phets that have been before me and before thee of old 
prophesiedboth against many countries, and against great 
kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence. 

The prophet which prophesied of peace when the 

word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the 

prophet be known that the Lord hath truly sent him. 

Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off 

the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it. 

And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the peo- 
ple saying, Thus saith the Lord ; Even so will I break 
the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the 
neck of all nations within the space of two full years. 

And the prophet Jeremiah went his way. 

Then 
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Then the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the* 
prophet, after that Hananiah the prophet had broken 
the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, 
saying, 

Go, and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord ; 
Thou hast broken the yokes of wood ; but thou shalt 
make for them yokes of iron. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these 
nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon ; aud they shall serve him ; and I have given 
him the beasts of the field also. 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the 
prophet, Hear now, Hananiah, The Load hath not sent 
thee, but thou inakest this people to trust in a lie. 

Therefore thus saith the Load ; Behold, I will cast 
thee from off the face of the earth : this year thou shalt 
die because thou hast taught rebellion against the 
Lord. ' i 

So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the 
seventh month. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We find from this, and the preceding section, that 
there were at Jerusalem false prophets, who flattered 
the king with the hopes of deliverance from , the power 
of Nebuchadnezzar. How Hananiah could have the 
presumption to utter such a false prediction is astonish- 
ing, as the reality of Jeremiah's mission had been fully 
proved by the accomplishment of may of his prophe- 
cies. It was likely that the king, as well as others might 
have given credit to him who foretold what was most 
agreeable to their wishes : God therefore inspired his 
own prophets to foretell that he designed to punish the 
impostor with sudden death, that by this awful visitation 
the people might be admonished to pay due honour to 
him whom the Lord had sent. 

„ SECTION 
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. SECTION XXVI. 

Jeremiah's eetter to the captives in bubylox. 

From Chap. xxix. 

• 
Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah 

the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the 
elders which were can-Kid away captives, and to the 
priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive, from Jeru- 
salem to Babylon. 

(After that Jeconiah the king and the queen, and 
the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and 
the carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from Je- 
rusalem.) 

By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Ge- 
mariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of 
Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon saying. 

"* Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto 
all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused 
to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon ; 

Build ye houses, and dwell in them ; and plant gar- 
dens and eat the fruit of them. 

Take ye wives, and have sons and daughters : and 
take wives for your sons, and giv6 your daughters to 
husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters : that 
ye may be increased there, and not diminished. 

And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused 
you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the 
Lord for it : for in the peace thereof shall ye have 
peace. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel : 
Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the 

midst 
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midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your 
dreams which ye caused to have dreamed. 

For they prophecy falsely unto you in my name ; I 
have not sent them, saith the Lord. 

For thus saith the Lord, that after seventy years be 
accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you, and perform 
my good word toward you, in causing you to return to 
this place. 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end. 

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray 
unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 

And ye shall seek me and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart. 

And I will be found of you, saith the Lord : and I 
will turn away your captivity, and will gather you from 
all the nations and from all the places whither I have 
driven you, saith the Lord ; and I will bring you again, 
into the place whence I caused you to be carried away 
captive. 

Because ye have said, The Lord hath raised us up 
prophets in Babylon ; know that thus saith the Lord of 
the king that sitteth upon the throne of David, and of 
all the people that dwelleth in this city, and of your 
brethren that are not gone forth with you into captivity; 
thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, I will send upon 
them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and 
will make them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten. 

And I will persecute them with the sword, with the 
famine, and with the pestilence, and will deliver them 
to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be 
a curse, and an astonishment* and an hissing, and a re- 
proach among all the nations whither I have driven 
them : 

Because 
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Because they have not hearkened to my word, saith. 
the Lord, which I sent unto them by my servants the 
prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye 
would not hear, saith the Lord. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

Jeremiah, having had a remarkable vision*, and 
other revelations, respecting the restoration of the Jews 
to their native land, took the opportunity of sending a 
letter by Zedekiah's ambassadors, in order to guard those 
of his nation, who were in captivity, -against the delu- 
sions of false prophets, who would have deterred them 
from building, or doing any thing else, for their own 
interest and benefit: he informed them how long their 
captivity was to continue, and encouraged diem to sub- 
mit to their lot, since it was much to be preferred to 
that of their brethren, who were left behind in Judea. 
. This section affords a very instructive lesson to all 
persons who are in calamitous circumstances, admonish- 
ing them not to sink into despair, but to make the best, 
of their condition, since the very dispensation which 
appears to them a misfortune may be in reality a bless- 
ing in disguise. 

Cyaxares, king of Media, after he had reigned forty 
years, died; and Astyages his son (called in scripture 
Ahasuerus) reigned in his stead* 

In the same year died also Psammis, king of Egypt, 
and Apries his son succeeded him. He is in scripture 
called Pharaoh Hophra. 

• Chapter xiiv. 
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SECTION XXVIJ, 

CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF 2EIMHCIA1» KIKG OV 
JUI>AH-~ANI>PAltT OF THEpftOFlf ECXOF EZSKIKi. 

.From 2 Kings, Chap. xxiv. 
2 Chron. Chap, xxxvi. — Ezekiel r Chap. xii. xviif 

And Zedekiah did that which was evil in the sight 
•f the Loorb* and humbled not himself before Jeremiah 
the prophet* speaking by the mouth of the Low. Aad 
fee ajty rebelled against king Nebuchadrezzar, who bad 
made him awear by Goo to serve him, and sent ambas* 
sadors into Egypt, that they might give him horses and 
wauefc people. 

And the word of the Load came unto Eaekiel in 
tfee land of the Chaldees, saying, Say unto the people 
of Israel, Thus sakh the Lo-an Gob, This burden con- 
ctrneth the prince in Jerusalem* and all the house of 
Israel that are among th^BR. 

Say, I am your aqgas Uko-aa I have done, so shall it 
be done unto them; they shall removo and go into 
captivity. 

And the prince that is among them shall bear upon 
his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth; they 
shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he 
shall cover hi&fece, that he see aot the groundwith his* 

My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be 
taken in my snare; and I will bring him to Babylon 
t» the land of the Chaldeans: yet shall he not see ^ 
though he shall die there. 

And I will scatter toward every wind all that are 
about him to help him, and all his bands: and I will 
draw out the sword after them. 

And they shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
shall scatter them among the nations, and disperse 
them in the countries. 

But 
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But I will lea\p a few men of them from thenrwd, 
from the iamine, and from the pestilence, that they 
may declare aU their abominations among the heethea 
whither they come; and they shall know that 1 aro'tftt 
Lean. 

Moreover the word of tfte Lord came unto Eaekiel, 
saying, Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not 
what these things mean? tell them, Behold, the king 
of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the 
king thereof, and the priaoes thereof, and led them ' 
with him to Babylon; 

-And hath taken of the king's seed, and made a cove- 
aunt with him, end hath taken an oath of him: hebatji 
also taken the mighty of the land: That the kingdom 
might be base, that it might not lift itself up, hut that 
by keeping of hi* covenant it might standi. 

But he rebelled against him in rending bj* fuubasat- 
dofs into Egypt, that they might give bim horse* art 
much people: Shall he prosper? shall he escape that 
doeth such thingsi or shall he break the covenant, and 
be delivered? 

As I live, saith the Lord God; surely in the place 
where the king dwelleth that made him ' king, whose 
oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even 
with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. > 

Neither shall 'Pharaoh with his mighty army and 
great company make for him in the war by casting up 
mounts, and building forts, to cut off many persons: 
Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, 
when lo, he had given his hand, and hath done all these 
things, he shall pot escape : 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God; As I live, 
surely mine oath that he hath despised, and my cove- 
nant that he hath broken, even it will I recompense 
upon his own head* . 

An 
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And I will spread my net upon him, and he shall be 
taken in my snare, and I will bring him to jfobylon, 
and will plead with him there for his trespasses that he 
hath trespassed against me. 

And all his fugitives, with all his bands, shall fall by 
the sword, and they that remain shall be scattered to- 
ward all winds: and ye shall know that I the Lord 
have spoken it. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It was in the seventh year of his reign that Zedekiah 
sent ambassadors into Egypt to engage in a confederacy 
with Pharaoh Hophra. In thus breaking his covenant 
with Nebuchadnezzar, Zedekiah committed a great 
crime; for he was guilty of perjury by the breach of 
his oath, and acted dishonourably in breaking his treaty. 
He was likewise presumptuous, and foolish to the last 
degree, in opposing the commands which God had 
given, that he should submit quietly to Nebuchadnez- 
zar. Ezekiel was among the captives in Babylon, 
where, we may suppose, he wrote his prediction, and 
sent it to Jerusalem. 

SECTION XXVIII. 

CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH KINO 

OF JUDAH, 
WITH PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

From Jeremiah, Chap, xxxiv. 

And it came to pass, in the ninth year of his reign, 
in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Je- 
rusalem, and pitched against it: and they built forts 
against it round about. 

And 
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And this is the word that /came unto Jeremiah fro&i 
the Lord, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and 
all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of his 
dominion, and all the people fought against. Jerusalem, 
and against all the cities thereof; saying, 

Thus saith the Loan, the God of Israel; Go, and 
speak to Zedekiah king of Judah,. and tell him, Thus 
saith the Lord;. Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the king of Babylon; and he shall burn it with 
fire; 

And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt 
surely be taken, and delivered in to his hand; and thine 
eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of Bpbylon, and 
he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, and thou 
shalt go to Babylon. 

Yet hear the word of the Load, O Zedekiah king 
of Judah; Thus saith the Lord of thee; Thou shalt 
not die by the sword. v 

But thou shalt die in peace: and with the burnings 
of thy fathers, the former kings which were before 
thee, so shall they burn odours for thee; and they will 
lament thee, saying, Ah, lordf for I have pronounced 
the word, saith the Lord. 

Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these words 
unto Zedekiah king of Judah* in Jerusalem, when the 
king of Babylon's army fought against Jerusalem, and 
against all the cities of Judah that were left, against 
Lachish, and against Azekiah ; for these defenced cities 
remained of the cities of Jndah- ' 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is worthy of observation, that Ezekiel, who dwelt 
in the land of the. Chaldeans, and Jeremiah, who was 
shut up with the rest of those who were . besieged in I 

Jerusalem, 
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Jerusalem, exactly Agreed Hi their predictk*** c**eern~ 
mg ttoe takiig of the city, wad * variety of *€Ul&9ttin<*€fi 
which were to succeed t» this dtoadfel eweftt* Id one 
particular cmiy they appear jo differ. &t*ki<g foretold 
that Zedekiah should be fomgkt tolhehnd *f4he Ck&t- 
limi*i1krt*kO*ldnotM»it: Jeremiah predicted that he 
skotild he deUeere&intotke hand efthe king of Babgfy*, 
mid ekeuU speak nwtith to mouth mth Mm, «*<£ that his 
eye* should beheld hit eye*. We shell find fa the se- 
quel that both these predictions were literally fulfilled 

SECTION XXIX. 

CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN Ofr ftSfrBKIAH 

ttlW OP JtJDAtt. 

From Jeremiah, Chap* xxxviL 

/ 

And Zedekiah the king sent JehucaJ the son of She- 
lemiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah thypriest, 
to .the prophe$ Jeremiah, saying, ^ Prajr >now unto the 
Lord our God for us. 

Now Jeremiah <*ame in and went out among the peo- 
ple: for they had not put him into prison. * 

Then Pharaoh's armj? was come forth out of Egypt : 
and when; the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard 
tidings of them, they deported from Jerusalem, 

Then came the word of the Lor® unto the prophet 
Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord the God of Is- 
rael: Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent 
you unto me io enquire of tee ; behold Pharaoh's army 
which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt 
into their own land* 

And the* Chaldeans shall come again and fight against 
tMis city, and take it and burn it with fire. ' T' 

Thus 
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Tints safoh tfte £/6n»; Deceive ft»t }*ttfsei*es, say- 
ing, Hie Chaldeans shaft titmiy depart Ihm* us: for 
they shall set depart. 

For though ye had smitten the whofe army «f the 
Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained 
but wounded men among them, yet should they rise 
up every man in his* tent, and burn this city with fire. 

And it came to pass, that when the army of the 
Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of 
Pharaoh's army, ' 

Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go 
into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence 
in the midst of the people. 

And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a cap- 
tain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, thfe 
son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he took 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 'thou fkflest away to the 
Chaldeans. Then said Jeremiah, It is false : I fall not 
away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him, 
so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. 

Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, 
and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of 
Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It seems than the king of Babylon raised the siege 
with a view" of intercepting Pharaoh Hophra and his 
army, ft was white the Chaldeans were absent from 
Jerusalem, that Jeremiah attemped to retire to Ana* 
notfr, his ndtrje country, to avoid the siege, which he 
knew would be renewed. This was an improper step 
for &e prophet of the I^oftn to take; and it* att prota* 
bility his imprisonment was permitted as a Divine 
chftstfsemeitt* 

The Egyptians, terrified by the appearance of the 

Chaldeans, 
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Chaldeans, withdrew their forces, and retired into their 
own country, treacherously leaving Zedekiah and his 
people to perish in the war, which, it is supposed, they 
had drawn them into. 



SECTION XXX. 

CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, AND 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

From Jeremiah, Chap, xxxvii. 

When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and 
into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many 
days; then Zedekiah the king sent and took him out: 
and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, 
Is there any word from the Lord? and Jeremiah said, 
There is; for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon. 

Moreover, Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What 
have I offended against thee, or against thy servants, 
or against this -people, that ye have put me in prison? 
Where ar^e now your prophets, which prephecied unto 
you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against - 
you, nor against this land? Therefore hear now, I pray 
thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray 
thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause me not 
to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die 
there. 

Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should 
commit Jeremiah into the. court of the prison, and that 
they should give him daily a piece of. bread out of the 
baker's street, until all the bread in, the pity were spent. 
Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison. 

ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 

On the retreat of the Egyptions, Nebuchadnezzar' 
again renewed the siege of Jerusalem. It was on this 
occasion that Zedekiah, sent for Jeremiah, and con-; 
suited him in private. The prophet cpnfirmed his for- 
mer prediction; and took the opportunity of remon- 
strating on the hardships that were so unjustly inflic- 
ted upon himself which Zedekiah was prevailed ba 
to mitigate. 



v SECTION XXXL 

THE CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF ZBDKXIAB 

KING OF JUDAH. 

From Jeremiak, Chap* xxxvui. 

And the city was besieged until the eleventh year of 
kmg Zedekiah. . 

And Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the 
son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pa- 
shur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that Jere- 
miah had spoken unto all the people, Saying, Thus saith 
the Lord, He that remaineth in this city shall die. by 
the sword, by. the famine, and by the pestilence , but 
he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live: for he 
shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. 

Thus saith the Lord, This city shall surely be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which 
shafttakeit. • 

Therefore the princes said unto the king, We be- 
seech thee, let this man be .put to death: for thus he 
weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in 
this city, and the hands of all the people, in spe&kjng 
such Words unto them: for this man seeketh not the 
welfare of this people, but the hurt. 

Vol. IV F Then 
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Then Zedekiah the king' said, Behold, he is in yotnr 
hand: for the king is not he that can do anything 
against you. . 

. fhen took they Jeremiah and cast him into the chin* 
geon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that was in 
the. court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah 
with cords, and in the dungeon there was. no water, but' 
mire: so ( Jeremiah sunk in the mire. 

Kow when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ' dne of the 
eunuchs which was in the king's house, heard that they 
had put Jeremiah in the dungeon ; the king then sit* 
|ing in the gate of Benjamin ; 

Ebedmelech went forth out of the king's house, and 
spake to the king saying, Jdy lord the king, these men. 
. have done evil in all that they, have done to Jeremiah 
the prophet, whom they Ijave cast into the dungeon ; 
and he is like to die for hunger in we .place where he 
is : for there is no more bread in the cifrjK » 

Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethio- 
pian saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee* 
and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon 
before he die. • 

' 80 they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him 
up out of the dungeon, and Jeremiah remained in the 
cotrrt of the prison. 

Then Zedekiah the king sent and took Jeremiah the 
prophet unto him into the third entry that is in the 
house of the Lo»d, and the king said unto Jeremiah, 
I will ask thee a thing: hide nothing from me. 

Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it 
unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? and 
if I give thee counsel, wik thou not hearken unto 
me? 

So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, . 
f aying, As th« Lord Hveth, that made us this soul, I 

will 
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will not put tilde to death, neither will I give thee into 
the hand of these men that seek thy life; . ■ •'. 

Then said Jeremiah onto Zedekiah, Tbm ftaitfrtltQ, 
Lord, the God of hosts, the <jod of Israel; Aftftou 
nrflt asstdrecUy ^o forth unto the king of Babylon's 
princes, then thjr soul «haB live, and th^ cgty^stty, 
not be burnt with fire, and thou shaH live* and thine 
house. ^ • '• '■ * . ' ; , 

But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Baby- 
lon's princes, then shall this city be. given into the hand 
of the Chaldeans, and they s&all burn' it with, fife, 
and thou shalt not escape out of their hand* 

And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I an> 
afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest 
they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. 

But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee; obey 
I beseech.- thee, the voice of the Lord, which I speak 
unto thee: so it shall be well unto thee, and thy soul ' 
shall live. 

But if, thou refuse to go forth, this, is the word that 
the Lord hath shewed me: And behold, all the wo- * 
men that are left in the king of Judah's house shitff ne 
brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, arid' 
tljese women shall say, Thy friends have set thee ori,\ 
and have prevailed against thee: thy 'feet are sunk in 
the mire, and they are turned away back, ! 

So they shall bring out all thy* wives and thy children ' 
to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not ; escape 'but 'of 
their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand ' of 
the king of Babylon : and thou shalt cause' thfs intf '- 
to be burned with fire." v! '- '"' ' : ' ; '«q 

Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no mart j 
know of these words, and thou- shalt not die. : ' '^''^ 

But if the princes hear that I have talked with thee, 
and they come unto thee, and say unto thee, Declare 

F 2 unt* 
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unto us now what thou hast said unto the Jring, hide- 
it not from us, and we will not put thee to death : also 
what the king said unto thee; 

Then thou shaft say unto them, I presented my sup- 
plication before the king, that he would not cause me 
to return to Jonathan's house, to die there,* 

Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked' 
him: and he told them according to all these words*, 
that the king had commanded : so they left off speak- 
ing with him: for the matter was not perceived* 

So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until 
the day that Jerusalem was taken : and he was there 
when Jerusalem was taken. 

ANNOTATIONS ^nd REFLECTIONS. 

It is astonishing to read of the inveterate hatred 
which the princes bore to the good prophet Jeremiah. 

The king himself was inclined to be merciful to him; 
but at such a time of general calamity, his power was 
nothing, as he himself observed. 

Providence again raised up a deliverer for Jeremiah ; 
but for the kindness of Ebed-melech, he would have ' 
perished. 

It appears that Zedekiah, had some confidence in 
Jeremiah's prediction ; but he s suffered his fear of the 
Jews to influence his. actions in contradiction to his 
owp sentiments. 4 

/yVhile Jeremiah was uttering his predictions, Eze- 
kiel had many revelations to the samd effect; a com- 
parison of these affords a^strong confirmation of the au- 
thenticity of each, as the prophets could carry on no 
collusion at that time. 
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SECTION XXXII. 

THE CALAMITIES OF THE SIEGE. 

Ajjid Zedekiah stiffened his neck, and hardened his 
heart from turning tmto the Lord God of Israel. 

Moreover all the chiefs of the priests, and the people 
transgressed very much, alter all the abominations of 
the heathen, and polluted the house of the Loup 
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. 

And Che LordGod of their fathers "sent to them by 
his messengers, rising up betimes and sending; because 
"he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling- 
place; but they mocked the messengers oftxbn, arm 
'despised tils Words, and misused his prophets, until the 
wrath of the Lord arose "against his people, tHl therte 
was no remedy. 

And at length the famine prevaHefi in the city; and 
there was no bread for the people to eat. The elders 
of Zion'rat upon the ground,- and fcept ; s^ono^ they 
cast dust upon their heads; they girded themselves with 
•sackcloth. Tile virgins "'of Jerusalem hung down their 
heads to the ground. •»,,...> 

The cjiiljlren and the sucklings, swooned in the streets 
of the city; they asked for bread, and no one breamed 
jt unto, them. They said to their mothers, . Wheare is 
corn and wine i They swooned as the wounded in* the 
city; the tongue ..of the sucking child cleaved to the 
roof of his mouth for thirst; their soul was poured 

out into their mother's bosom ! 

_ • • » ■ . *t . 

The young and <be old lay on the ground in the 
streets: they that did feed delicately were desolate ia 

-F 3 the 
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the streets; they that were brought up in scarlet em- 
braced dunghills. 

What shall I liken thee to, O Jerusalem? (said their 
afflicted prophet) What shall I equal to thee, O virgin, 
daughter of Zion? let tears run down like a river day 
and night; give thyself no rest; let not the apple of 
thine eye cease. 

' Arise, J cry out in the night; in the beginning x>f the 
watches, pour out thine heart Wee water before the 
face of the Lord: 121 up thine hancfe towttrds him for 
l ftie 'life of the young children that faint for hunger at 
*the top of eVery street! ' r 

. • » Annotations AkD reflections. 
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.... What a lively description does this anticipated his- 
tory give, -of Jtlie miseries of the sieged To what a 

..wretched condition was Jerusalem now reduced I Let 

*•''*•» j v -.».»j. ,./*,• ,• . , *. 

jus pvq9eejd.tQ.the dreadful catastrophe. T ; ,, 
jj:xb : -:■ .dj p SECTION XXXIII*- 

A. 

Y . r CO#C£VStf£ft Ptf. THK E£IGK OF ZEDEKIAH. 

<.\u.: .' •: • .. ...,J V ' 

.From^remidh^ Chap, xxxix. — 2 Chron* Chap, xxxvi. 

And on the ninth day of the fourth month, in the 
'eleventh year of the reign ofZedekiah, the city was 
iJroken up, 

Ji y Ancfall' the princes of the king of Babylon came in 
nnd sat in the middle gate, even Nergal-isliarezer, 
'^Samgar-nebo, Sarsechim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer, 
'Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king 
of Babylon. ' 

And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of 
Sudah saw them* and all the men of war, then" they 

fled, 
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fled, and went' forth out of ihe city by night, by (be 
way of the king's gardtn, by the gate betwixt the two. 
walls: 1 and he went out the way of the plain. » ; - 

But the Chaldean's army pursued after them, and 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho ;' and when 
they had taken him they brought hira up to Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon to Riblah, in the land of H,a- 
math: where he gave judgment upon him. 

Then the king of Babylon slew the, sons of Zedekiah 
in Riblah before his eyes: also the king of Babylon 
Blew all the nobles of *Judah. 

Moreover he put QUt, Zedekiah's eyes, and bound 
with -chains* to, carry . him to Babylon. 
t And the €hald^a«s Jbur,ned the king's house and the, 
houses of the people with fire, and brake down the 
walls of Jerusalem ; ? • * 

And slew their young men with the sword in the 
house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon 
y&ung into or maiden, old man, or liim. that stooped 
fox age: he gave them all into his frand. 



ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS. 

We find, from this section, that the predictions of 
Ezekiel and Jeremiah were both exactly fulfilled; for 
Zedekiah tvent to Babylp^ though he did not see it 9 
and his eyes beheld the eyes of the Jang of Babylon., ',, ' 
; Nebu^sA^ezzar^ certainly had cause to be enrage<J 
with Zedekiah for his treacherous behaviour ; but was 
guilty of great inhumanity towards him. The kins of 
Judah migltf have avoided the dreadful effects of! his 
wrath, would he have hearkened to the admonitions of 
the prophets; but he mocked the messengers of hisGoD t 
mi despised th&wrd of the Lord. There is reason to 

F* hope 
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hflpe that misfortunes at length bumbled his soul into 
ft state, of penitence, and tj*at before be died, be made 
his peace with God, voho doth afainqantk/ pardon. 

SECTION XXXIV. 

JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE DESTROYED. 

, From 2 Kings Chap, xxv,— 2 Chron. Chap, xxxvi. 

And in the fifth month on the seventh day of <the 
month, which is the nineteenth year of king Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan cap- 
tain of the guard, a servant of the king ^f Jtabylon, 
unto Jerusalem : • > . ' 

And be burnt the house of the Lord, aa&4hekingf* 
house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every gfoat 
man's house burnt he with fire. 
' And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with 
the captain Of the guard, brake* down the trahVof Je- 
rusalem round about. 

Now4he~re$t of the people that were left in the city, 
and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, 
jnth the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzar-adan 
the captain of the guard carry away. 

But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the 
land to be vine dressers and husbandmen. 
- And the pillars of brass that were in the housed the 
Lord, and the bases, and the brazen sea that was in the 
house of the Lord, did the Chaldees break in pieces, 
and carried the brass of them to Babylon* 

And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and 
the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they 
ministered, took they away. 

And the fire pans, and the bowls, and such things m 

were 



'( 105 ) 

were of gold, in -gold, and of silver, in silver, the cap- 
tain of the guard took away. 

Hie two piliars, one s&a; and the htfea which Solo* 
mon had made for the house of- the I*o»dt, the brass 
af all these vessels was without weight* . * , ' 

The "height of the one pillar waa' lightest cubits, andS 
the chapiter upon it was brass, und the height of the 
chapiter three cubits ; and- die wretfthfen-work, and 
pomegranates upon the chapiter > round [about,, all of 
brass : and like unto these had the jstfqqnd pillar wfch 
wreathen-work. r : 

And the captain of the guard took Seraialf the chief 
priest, and Zephaniah the secondaries!* And the three 
keepers of the door: 

And out of the city he toek an officer that was set 
over the men of war, and five hjen of them that were 
in the king's presence, which were found in the city, 
and the principal scribe of the host, which mustered 
the people of the land, anji threescore m?n of the peo- 
ple of the land that were found in die city. 

And Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took these, 
and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah : 
and the king of Babylon smote them, and slew thtftn at 
Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was carried 
away out of their land. ' 

And them that had escaped from the sword earned 
he away to Babylon : where they were servant* to him 
and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia : 
To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of Je- 
remiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbath', for & 
long as she lay desolate, she kept sabbath, to fulfil 
three-score and ten years. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 



" Nebwfcar-atfata executed the command of his sove- 
- feign with the utmost rigour ; and after robbing the 
Temple of the remainder of its valuable treasures, he 
set n>e to that noble edifice, which Solomon had built 
with dd much cost and magnificence, which had been 
tihe glory of the whole 1 earth ; frequently honoured by 
the visible Presence ofthe LORD JEHOVAH, from 
#hence tie h*d -graciously Teceived the sacrifices and 
prayers of his faithful servants, and given them assur- 
ances of his fh^oWtod loving kindness i 
- The following extract from the Lamentations of Je- 
remiah, though written it is supposed some years before 
the event took place, gives a lively description of the 

distresses occastonedVby this dreadful calamity, , 

. < 

SECTION XXXV. 

' J1ERE^IAH*S LAMENTATIONS FOR THE MISERIES OT 

. JTJJDAH. 

From CJiap. ii, iy. v. 

How hath the Lojld covered the daughter of Zion 
with a cloud in his anger* and cast down, from. heaven 
unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered 
not his footstool in the day of his anger ! 

The Lord hath. swallowed up. all the habitations of 
Jacob, and bath not pitied x he hath thrown down in 
his wrath the strong holds -of the daughter -of Judah : 
he hatji brought- them down to the ground: he hath 
polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof. 

He. hath cut -off ha his fierce anger all the horn of Is- 
rael : he hath drawn back his right hand from before 
the enemy, and he burned against Jacob like a flaming 
fire which devoureth round about. 

He hath bent his bow like an enemy : he stood with 
«.'".■,. his 



lis *4ght "hand as an adversary, a*d slew all that were 
pleasant to the eye. in the taben*acte of the daughter of 
-Zion: he poured out his ftiry like fife. 

The Lord was as. an enemy: he hath swallowed ftp 
Israel, he hath swallowed up all her palaces: he hath 
destroyed his strong hold*, and hath increased in the 
daughter of Jodah mourning and lamentation*. 

And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as 
if it Were of a .garden: he hath destroyed his places of 
jthe assembly: the Lorb hath caused the solemn feasts 
and sabbaths to be forgotten m Zion, and hath despised 
3n the indignation of his anger the king and the priest. 

The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred 
Ilia sanctuary, he hath given up into the hand of the 
enemy the walls of her palaces ; they have made a 
noise in the house of the Loan as in the day of a so*' 
lemn feast. 

The Lord hath purposed to destroy the wpll of the 
daughter of Zion ; he hath stretched out a line, he hath 
not withdrawn has hand from destroying: therefore he 
made the rampart and the wall to lament; they lan- 
guished together. 

Her gates are sunk into the ground: he hath de- 
stroyed and broken her bara: her king and her princes 
are among the Gentiles: the law is *io more: her pro- 
phets also find n* vision from the Lord. 
. Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, 
my liver id poured upon*<the earth, for the destruction 
joi the daughter of my people. 

Thy prophets have seen vain and fboEsh things for 
-thee; • and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to 
turn away thy captivity; but have seen for thee false 
•burdens, and causes of banishments 

All that pass by clap their hands at thee ; they hiss 

.and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, say. 

. "*- F6 » ' ing, 
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fng, h this the city that men call the Perfection at 
-beauty, the Joy of the whole earth. 

All thine enemies have opened their mouth against 
thee: *hey hiss and gnash the teeth: they say, We 
i have swallowed her up: certainly this is the day that 
are looked for; we have found, we have seen it. 

The Lord hath done that which he had devised; he 
"hath fulfilled his word that he Jurth commanded in the 
days of old: he hath thrown down, and hath not pi- 
tied: he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, 
he hath set up the horn of thine adversaries. 

Thou hast called as in a solemn day my terrors round' 
' about, so that in the day of the Loan's anger none 
escaped nor remained: those that I have swaddled and 
brought up hath mine enemy consumed. 

How is the gold become dim! how is the most fine 
gold changed! the stones of the sanctuary, are .poured 
rout in the top of every street. 

The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, 
. how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of 
• ike hands of the potter! 

For the punishment of the iniquity of the daughter 
of my people is greater than the punishment of the sin 
of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment; and 
. no hands stayed on her. 

The Lord hath accomplished bis fury; he hath 
. poured out his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in 
.Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof. 

The kings o£ the earth, and ^U the inhabitants of the 
world, would not have believed thatthg adversary and 
the enemy should have entered into, .the gates of Jerii- 
*£al$m« 

For the sins of hpr prophets, and the iniquities of her 
k priests, that have, shed the blood of the just in t^Q midst 
. of her, they have, wandered as blind mei\ b\^he streets, 

' . they 
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they have ,jx#iHed themselves with blood, so that men 
could not touch their garments, . . . 

Tbpy crisd unto thm, Depart ye; it is unclean; 
depart, depart, touch nWi ■. when they, fled away and 
wandered, they said among the heathen, They shall no 
wore sojourn there-, .'...; ., ,. 

The anger of the Loap hath divided them : he wi|l 
no more regard t&em: they respected not the persons 
of the priests 3 they favoured not the elders. 
. As for us, our eyes as, yet. failed for our vain help: in 
our watching we have watched for a nation that could 
not save us.- 

They hunt our steps, that we cannot go in our streets : 
our end is near, our days are fulfilled: for our end is 
come. 

Our persecutors are swjifter than the eagles of the 
-heaven: they pursued us upon the mountains, they laid 
wait for us in the wilderness* 

The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, 
was taken in their pits, of whom we said* Under his 
shadow we shall live among the heathen* 

Remember, O Load, what is come upon us; consi- 
der, and behold our reproach. 

Thou, O Loan, xemainest for ever: thy throne from 
generation to generation- 
Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake 
us so long time? Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and 
we shall be turned: renew our days as of old. 

But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou art very 
wroth against us, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

It were needless to comment on this affecting elegy; 
for surely it is impossible to read it without being as it 
were inspired with proper- reflections on the fall of Je- 
rusalem 
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rusalem, and the miserabtefkte of thenattan which bad 
long enjoyed such distinguish^ ble^smgs fend hdntifcttte 
as the people of God> It jwoukl ?be> equally Superfluous 
to point ottt the cause of their rain One observation, 
liowever, it may be-proper fcyrfiake, which is this, that 
it was not the sin of a few individuals, butthe^endral 
flood of ungodliness, which overspread the land of Is- 
rael and Judah, that provoked the Vottv to punish his 
people so severely. Let no one then indulgfe a thought, 
that the fashion of the age they live in, or the crimes 
•of others, will, in the smallest degree, extenuate his 
faults. The modes, the Mbks, the customs, and the 
laws of a country, may occasionally vary and change; 
tout the obligations of religion., so far m they relate to 
obedience to the commands of Gob, remain invariably 
the same, throughout all ages; andnvhoever foils to ob- 
serve andpracticet hem, becomes highly culpable in the 
sight of God, and exposes himself to that punishment 
which every transgressor is assured will one time or other 
he his portion. Let act any one> then, go tvith the multi- 
tude to do evil; but let each individual watch his own 
heart, and endeavour, by hourly care and circumspection, 
to bring himself to as great a state of perfection as possi- 
t>ie ; not omitting most earnestly to beseech the Supreme 
Being to grant the assistance of his Holy Spirit; and 
Jet every one testify his iove for his country, by doing 
his own part towards inviting the blessing of heaven, 
and averting the just judgments oof an offended God J 

SECTION XXXVL 

THE HISTORY OF JEREMIAH, AND OF THE JEWS WHO 

. WERE JLKFX JN Jt/DEA. 

From Jen Chap, xxxix. xl. 

. Now. Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gaMe charge 
concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan the lafftajn* uf 
i*. i the 
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the guard, saying, Take him, and look well to him, aad 
do him no harm: but do unto him, even at he shall 
-say unto thee* 

And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and 
said unto him, The Lord thy Goo hath pronounced 
this evil upon this place. 

Now the. Lord hath brought it, and done according 
as he hath -said: Because ye have .sinned against the 
Lord, and have not obeyed his voice, therefore this 
thing is come upon you* 

And now, behold, I loose thee this day from the 
-chains which were upon, thine hand. If it seem good 
unto thee to come with me into Babyion, come, and I 
- will look well unto thee: but if it seem ill unto thee 
to come with me into Babylon, forbear: behold all the 
land is before thee: whither it seemeth good and con- 
venient for thee to go, thither go. > 

Now while he was net yet gone back, he said, Go 
back also to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hath made go- 
vernor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him 
among the people: or go wheresoever it seemeth con- 
venient unto thee to go* JSo the captain ef the guard 
gave him victuals and .a reward, and let him go. 

Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son of Ahi- 
kam to Mispah, and dwelt with him among the people 
that were left. in the hind. : 

.Now the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah 
while he was .shut up in the court .of the prison, spy- 
ing, Go, and speak to Ehed-melech the Ethiopian, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Is^ 
rael, Behold, I will bring my words upon this city for 
evil, and not for good: and they shall be acomplished 
in that day before thee. 

But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the Lord*: 

and 
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' and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men 

of whom thou *r£ afraid* ' 

For I will surely deliver thee ; and thou shalt not |WI 

by the sword, but thy life shall be ibr a prey unto 
- thee; .because thou hast |>ut tbj trust in tne, saith the 
„ Lord. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In the preservation of Jeremiah we have a remark- 
able instance* , that the wrath of man is often made to 
advance the temporal prosperity of die righteous. The 
violence with which wicked men pursued their resent- 
ment against this good prophet, might make his pre- 
dictions known to Nebuchadnezzar, and so engage him 
in his favour. The attempts of malice to blacken and 
defame him, brought forth his character with more 
advantage to the view of impartial beholders; and his 
imprisonment proved the means of saving him from the 
more dreadful calamities which had befallen the other 
inhabitants of Judea. 

Though Baruch is not mentioned here, his life was 
also preserved, according to the divine promise, that it 
should be given him as a prey f . 

Gedaliah, who was made governor over the wretched 
remainder of the Jews, was the son of that Ahikam J , 
who had on a former occasion shewn such kindness to 
Jeremiah: and it is probable that he was appointed to 

this trust in consequence of the pronhet's recommen- 
dation* 

. . . i 

* Dr. Blair's. Sermon on the Divine government of the passions 
of men, f See Section xx. J Jer.xvri. 24L K 
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SECTION XJCXVII. 

THE HISTORY Of GEDALIAH. 

From J&r. Ch&p* 3*1* xli* 

Now wjjen all tfee captains of the forces which were 
in $e fields, ^ea tJt^y and their men, Jjearjl that the 
Jriag of Babylon had made Gedaliah .the,s*n of Ahikam 
goyernpr in the U^d, fad hadcowmitifid.untO-hini men 
and.w amen *od children, and of the poor of the landp 
of them that were not carried away captixe.ty Babylon; 

Then they came to Gedaliah to Miflpab, eyen fch- 
inie] tbe^w^f J^§^n^ ^ L Joh^anai^Jonat^ap 
the sons of Kareah, and foiM^i&hftaonpf Tan h u n ji e thy 
tod thftjam tf^phai^fee Netoi^ia^it^aDdJezaniah 
tke«on of a Maacbetbite, they and their men. 

And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Sha nhan 
«w»e^nu>thflin.apdtalbeir«l»» »aying r Fearnpt tp 
aenre; the, Chaldeans * dwell in; the lanj}, antf serve tfcc 
king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you. 

A«ibriBae,.behflJd* 1 5wll dwtUa* Miqpah* to wrve 
the Chaldeans* which: will cone: unto us:. hut ye, gar 
ther.ye wine, find snmmer&uU^, and duVand put them 
io . yonr veaaete, and dwelt iu yonr gjjties that, ye have 
taken. - ^ 

. £ikewis£;wben,tH£he'Jew» 
mmgAfce iAnirnoait^ft, andjn*E4<im, and that were in 
all the countries, heagd thajt the king of Babylon ha£ 
left a refnuant of Judah, and that ha had set . over them 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan; 

Even all the Jews returned but of all places whither 
they weje driven, and came to the land of Jwdah, to 
CredaHaJi, unto Aftzpah, and gathered wine and sunv 
fifir fruits very much. 

Moreover. 
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Moreover Johanan the. son of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that were in the fields, came to 
Gedaliah to Mizpah, and. .said unto him, Dost thou 
certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites 
hath sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to jslay thee ? 
but Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them not. 

Then Johanan the son of Kareah spake to' Gedaliah 
in Mizpah secretly, saying, Lef ine go, I pray thee, and 
I will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah} and no man 
sTi&ll know' it: wherefore shouttthe slay thee, that all 
the Jews which' are gathered unto thee should be scat- 
tered, rind the rtmnaht of Judah perish ? • * » 

But Gedaliah the son of Afcikam said unto Johanan 
the son of Kareah,' Thou ahatt tibtdo*thi» thitigi for 
thou sri^AfestFflseryo^yWftaef^^ <• •< -•- «r».v.. .;,j 

Now it 1 came' to )ptes m 'tite'feeVenfli ttumtfe* that 
Ishmael the sAn of Nethimiah the son >©f Elishama of 

e 

Ae seed royti), aad'the priiM^s 0f the king, even, ten 
Ihen wiflrhmi; fcaine unto ftedftiiah the son of Ahifcara 
to Mizpah". and there they did eat bread togtoton in 
Mizpah. ♦'-<•.•• ,; :'-'-* — • - • ■<;•,:»■: ri^i^ 

TfceVi arose lahmaiet the eon of N^dtanifJ^vtfudthe 
ten men tfcaf wertr "frith htnt^ «nd ismot^e Gedaliah the 
soft of Ahikttft'the-son of Shaphan with the sword, a»d 
slew him, whom Ae kmg of Babylon had made-governor 
over the land. j 

Ishmael afao slew all tfce Jews that were with him, 
«ven wkh Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Ghaldean* 
that were found ihete, and the men* of mtv < 

And iV came to paBS the second day after he had slain 
Gedaliah, and no man knew it, that there came certain 
from Shechera, from Shftoh, and from Samaria, even 
fourscore men, having their beards shaven, and their 
clothes rent, and having cut themselves, with offerings 
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and incense in their hands, to bring them to the house 
of the Lord. **t 

And Ishmael the son of Nethaaiab wast forth irom 
Mispab to meet tlheiri, weeping aB along as he went : 
and it came to pass as he met them, he said onto thera, 
Come to Oedaliah the son of Ahikara. 

And it 'was s o when they came into the midst of the 
city,' that Ishmael * the son of Nethaniah slew them, 
and cast them into 'the 'midst of the pit, he, and the 

9 

men that were wfth him. 2 

But ten men were found among them j that said unto 
Ifchtoael> Slay us not : for we have treasures in the field, 
of wheat and of barley ; an k of oil, afld of honey. So 
he forbare, and stew them not among their brethren* 

Now the pit wherein IshnifceL had cast eH*ta&dead 
bodies of the men whom' he had slain because of Gedrf- 
fiah,' was that whjch Asa the king had made fctr fear-, of 
Baasha king of Israel :*and Ishmaei the soft of Netfbft* 
nfah filled it whh theft* that were slain. • 

Then Ishmael carried away captive fell die residue of 
the people that were in Mizpah, even the king's daugh- 
ters, and all the people that remained in Mizpah, 
whom Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had com- 
mitted to Gedaliah the son of Ahikaju: and Lshnsael 
Ae «,n of Nettoniah earned then, a^ptive, and 
departed to go over to, the Ammonites, 

But when Jofaanan the son of Kareah, and all the 

mg 

captains of the forces that were with him, heard of . all 
the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 
then they took all the men, and went to fight with hty- 
jnael the son of Nethaniah, and found him by die 
great waters that are in Gibeon. 

Now it came to pass, that when all the people which 
were with Ishmael saw Johanan (he son of Kareah, and 

■ ) ■■ ■ all 
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&U tile captains of the forces that were widi him, then 
they were glad. . v 

• Sotfl theneopie that UnftaeJ had carried away cap- 
rthre from Mispah cast about and returned, and went 
,unto Jobanan the son of £areah. 

But Ishmaeltteaon.QfNethaniah escaped from Jo- 
fhanan with eight men, and went to the Ammonites, 
t - Tfcen took Johanan the son o£ Kjureab, and all the 
cqpteins of the forces that: were mih hinv*tt the rem- 
nant pf the people whomhe had re&rre£ed-&omIflhinqeJ 
<the,son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that lie had 
r flain Gedaliah the -eon of Ahikam, «ven onghty men of 
( wpr,andthe women, find the children, and the eiir 
njtc^lfw^omhe hftfjurojig^tagajn -from Gibooni 
? 4n4lhiy<ifipQrte|i, : aaw( dwelt in the habitation of 
Jphwxham, wjuch 10 by 'Bethlehem, {a go la tentor int* 
^gJptfbe^MV^ *f the Chaldeans : for they were afraii 
xtf th&m,be£*H£e bfesaael the son ff Nethaniah had slain 
Gedaliah the son-of Ahikapat, whejn #ie -king of Baby lo* 
'jgiafe governor in^he land. 

t . ANNOTATIONS a*d &EFJLECTION& . 

Jshmael being related 4b the royal femily^-hatf formed 
*a design to make himself king of the iandV This is * 
certain, poof, that he was an impious man ; 'for had he 
'feared the Lord, he would not have taken such a step 
immediately after the dreadful visitation which had 
fallen on the country ; much less would he have en- 
tertained a thought of putting to death a worthy friend, 
who, conscious of his own integrity, and naturally of a 
benign and generous disposition, could not believe that 
one whom he had never injured could harbour such 
treacherous intentions. 

What 
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* What could be more base. than to go with a band.' o£ 
assassins to the festive entertainment prepared for their 
refreshment by hospitality and friendship, and murder 
the kind provider of the liberal repast ? Such are the 
direful effects of ambition ! 

Ishmael was going to seek for- reinforcement in the 
land of Amnion, when it pleased God todehVerhimup 
to the punishment due to his atrocious wickedness* 

Gedaliah'8 fate appears to have been very hard ; but: 
we must remember, that there will be a state of future 
retribution. 

SECTION XXXVIIL 

jeremiah's prophecy which he spake to the* 

men of judah that were left in the land. 

From Jeremiah ^Chap. xlii. 

Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the * 
son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and 
» all the people, from the least even unto the greatest, 
came near, and said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, 
we beseech thee^ .our supplications be accepted before 
thee, and pray for us unto the Lord thy Gob, even for 
ad this remnant : for we are left but i few of many 
as thine eyes do. behold us. 

That the Lord thy God may shew us the way where- 
in we may walk, and the thing that we may do. 

Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have 
heard you : Behold, I will pray un$o the Lord your 
God, according to your words : and h shall come to 
pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall answer you, 
I will declare it unto you ; I will keep nothing back 
from you. 

Then, they .said to Jeremiah, The Lord he a true 

and 
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and faithful witness between- us, if we do not even 
according to all things for the which the Lord thy 
God shall' send thee to us. 

Whether it be good, or whether it be evil* we will 
obey the voice of the Lord- our God, to whom we send 
thee ; thai it may be well with us, when we obey the 
voice of the Lord our God, 

And'it came to pass after ten days,, that the word, qf 
the Lord came unto Jeremiah. < 

Then called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all 
the captains of the forces which were with him, and 
all the people from the least even to the greatest. 

And said unto them, Thus saith the Lord the God 
of Israel unto whom ye sent me to present your suppli- 
cation before hini ; If ye will still abide in this land 
then will I build you and not pull you down ; and I 
will plant you, and not pluck you up : for I delight 
not in bringing evil upon you. 

Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye 
are afraid ; be not afraid of him, saith the Lord : for I 
am with you to save you, and to deliver you from his 
hand. 

And I will shew mercies unto you, that he may have 
mercy upon you* and cause you to return to your own 
land. 

But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither 
obey the voice of the Lord your God, saying, No : but 
we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see 
no war, noiLhear the sound of the trumpet, nor have 
hunger of bread ; and there will we dwell: And now 
therefore hear the word of the Lord, ye remnant of 
Judah ; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Is- ' 
rael ; If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, * 
and go to sojourn there ; . , 

Then it shall come to pass, that the sword which ye 

feared 
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feared shall overtake you there m the lao$ i#f< EJgypt 
and the famine vheirepf^ .weji^^fr^id, shall fp%w close 
after. you there iv Egypt* ;.j^ift^^ye;s^ die r , , 

So shall it he with all the men that set the^c, faces, to 
go into Egyptrt«i»ofoiit»Akeie|^t^y f^all.^die, by the 
sword, by the faminey? an& l?y Jhe pestilence ;: a^fl norxe 
of them shall jreaia&o^ evil s tbiat I will 

bring upon> them, ■ , , >f f t M : mil ft ov „- ,• - c k- 
' For tftiiasatth th? Loj}d „a$hqsts* tjje Gob, pfr Israel, 
As mine anger and my fury bath,' be^u poured fort}* 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem : so shall my fury be 
poured forth upon you, when ye shall enter into Egypt : 
and ye shall be an execration, ; and' an astonishment* 
and a curse, and a reproach; ; and. ye shall, see/his place 
no more. .if.- t, • . i •>> ,~ , ., • .,, 

The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant 
ofJudah, Go ye not 'into Egypt: know certainly that 
I have admonished you this day. 

For ye dissembled in your hearts,' when ye sbtit -me 
unto the Lord your- God,, saying, Pray for us unto the 1 
Lord our God : and according untti all that the Lord 
our God shall say, so declare unto us, and w'e'witt do if. 

And now I have this day declared it' to you, 6ut ye 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, nor' 
any thing for the which he hath sent . me unto you. ; 

Now therefore know certainly, that ye shall die by 
the sword,] by the famine, and by the pestilence, in the 
place wnither ye desire to go, and to sojourn. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We find that the infinite mercy of God would have 

been extended to the Jews who remained in the land;'' 

H*they would have reformed their live-, and submitted 

.to the divine commands; but notwithstanding they 

had re&} isolation spread far and near, by famine, 

'^ ' ' ' ■• ' ■ • sword 

^ swora, 



sword, and fire ; and had gvettiy ielt the ' eflects of 
these calamities, which had been long threatened^ for 
the impiety and^fobe&tt^ of the nation, hey re- 
mained irreclaimable. ' -• 

They pretended indeed'to be desirous of conducting > 
themselves in conformity to' the Drtine will, but the- 
generality of them- w*re**i«i&iier^wWoh occasioned the > 
prophet to reprove them in the name of* Go©, who 
knoweth what passes in the secret recesses of the mind 
fbr their abominable hypocrisy. 

SECTION XXXIX. 

" JOHAKA1T, &C. DIJ6CRTDIT THE PROPHECY, AK» 
RESOLVE TO GO INTO EGYPT. 

From Jer. Chap.xluL 

And it came to pass that when Jeremiah had made ~ 
an end of speaking unto all the people, all the words of 
the Lord their God, for which the Lord their God 
had sent him to them, even all these words, then spake 
Azariah the son of Hoshaiah,and Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and all the proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, 
Thou speakest falsely : the Lord our God hath not 
sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there. ' 

But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee .on against 
us, for to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, 
that they might put us to death, and carry us away 
captives into Babylon. . ,\ 

, So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains 
of the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice 
of the Lord, to dwell in the land of Judah. 

But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains 
the forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that were re- 
turned from all nations whither they had been driven, to 

dwell 
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to dwell in the land of Judah; even men and women, 
and children, and the king's daughters, and every per- 
son that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had 
left with, Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Sha- 
phan; and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son 
of Neriah. 

So they came into the land of Egypt: for they 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord; thus, came they, 
even to Tahpanhes. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah in 
Tahpanhes, saying, Take great stones in thine hand, 
and hide them in the clay in the brick-kiln, which j& 
at the entry of Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, in the, 
sight of the men of Judah: and say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God k of Israel, Behold, I 
will send and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby- 
lon my servant, and will set his throne upon these 
stones that I have hid, and he shall spread his royal 
pavilion over then?. 

And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of 
Egypt and deliver such as are for death, to death ; 
and such as are for captivity, to captivity; and such 
as are for the sword, to the sword. * 

And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of 
Egypt, and he shall burn them, and carry them away 
captives, and he shall array himself with the land of 
Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his garment, and he 
shall go forth from hence in peace. 

He shall break also the images of Bethshemesh 
that is in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods 
of the Egyptians shall he bum with fire. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is astonishing to read of the invincible obstinacy 

•f the impious Jews; but what can reclaim those wh# 

Vol. IV. G neither 
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neither love nor fear God sufficiently to incline 
them to do their duty, which was the case with this 

• * 

abandoned people? 

This section contains a remarkable prophecy, " fore- 
telling by a type the future, conquest of Egypt by Ne- 
buchadnezzar." " The image of Nebuchadnezzar ar- 
raying himself with Egypt as a shepherd puts on a gar-? 
ment is very noble. Egypt at this, time contended 
with Babylon for the empire of the East; yet this 
mighty kingdom, when God appointed the revolution, 
was to shift its owner with as much ease as a shep- 
herd's tent or garment is changed, which the new 
proprietor has only to spread over him*." 

SECTION XL. 

THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 

From Jer. Chap. xliv. 

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the 
Jews which dwelt in the land of Egypt, which dwell 
at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes,: and at Noph, and in the 
country of Pathros, saying* 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Ye 
have seen all the -evil that I have brought upon Jerusa- 
lem, and upon all the cities of Judah, and, behold, this- 
day they are a desolation,; and no man dwelleth therein. 

Because of their wickedness which they have com- 
mitted to provoke me to anger, in that they went to 
burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom they 
hnew not, neither they, you, nor your fathers. 

Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the pro- 
phets, rising early and sending them, saying, O do 
not this abominable thing that I hate. 

* Dr. Smith's Summary View, &c. 

" But 
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But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to 
turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense unto 
other gods. 

Wherefore my fury, and mine anger was poured 
forth, and was kindled in the cities of Judah, and in 
the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and 
desolate as at this day. 

Therefore now thus saith the Lord, the God of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Wherefore commit ye this 
great evil against your souls, to cut off from you man 
and woman, child and suckling, out of Judah, to leave 
you none to remain; 

In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works of 
your hands, burning incense unto other gods in the land 
of Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye might 
cut yourselves tifi, and that ye might be a curse and 
a reproach among all the nations of the. earth? 

Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, an& 
the wickedness of the kings of Judah, and the wicked- 
ness of their wives, and your own wickedness, and the 
wickedness of your wivesj which they have committed 
in the land of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem ? 
They are not humbled even unto this day, neither 
have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my 
statutes, that I set before you, and before your fathers. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel; Behold, I will set my face against you for evil, 
and to cut off all Judah. 

And I will take the remnant of Judah that have set 
their faces to go into the land of Egypt to sojourn 
there, and they all shall be consumed, and fall in the 
land of Egypt ; they shall even be consumed by the 
sword' and by the famine; they shall die, from the 
least even unto the greatest, by the sword and by the 
famine: and they shall be an execration, and an as- 
tonishment, and a curse, and a reproach. 

G2 * For 
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For I will punish them that dwell in the land of 
Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence : 

So that none of the remnant of Judah which are gone 
into the land of Egypt, to sojourn there, shall escape or 
remain, that they should return into the land of Judah, 
to the which they have a desire to return to dwell 
there: for none shall return but such as shall escape. 
• Then all the men, which knew that their wives had 
burnt incense unto other gods, and all the women that 
stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that 
dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jere- 
miah saying, As for the word that thou hast spoken 
unto us in the name of the Lord, we will not hearken 
unto thee. 

But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth 
forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the 
queen of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto 
her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our kings 
and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the 
streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of vic- 
tuals, and were well, and saw no evil. 

, But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto her, we 
have wanted all things, and have been consumed by 
the sword, and by the famine. 

And when we burnt incense to the queen of heaven, 
and poured out drink-offerings unto her, did we make 
her cakes to worship her, and pour out drinfc-oflferings 
unto her without our men ? . 

Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, to the men 
and to the women, and to all the people which had 
given him that answer, saying, The incense that ye 
burnt in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Je- 
rusalem, ye and your fathers, your kings and your 

princes, 
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princes, and the people of the land; did not the Lord 
remember them, and came it not into his mind ? 

So that the Lord, could no longer bear, because of 
the evils of your doings, and because of the abomina- 
tions which ye have committed: therefore is your 
land a desolation, and an astonishment, and a curse, 
without an inhabitant, as at this day. 

Because ye have burnt incense, and because ye have 
sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, nor walked in his law, nor in his 
statutes, nor in his testimonies: therefore this evil is 
happened unto you, as at this day. 

Moreover, Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to 
all the women,. Hear the word of the Lord, all Judah 
that are in the land of Egypt. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel 
saying, Ye and your wives have both spoken with your 
mouths, and fulfilled with your hand, saying, We wift 
surely perform our vows that we have vowed, to burn 
incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink- 
offerings unto her: ye will surely accomplish your 
vows, and surely perform your vows. 

Therefore hear ye the word of the Lord, all Judah 
that dwell in the land of Egypt, Behold, I have sworn 
by my great name, saith the Lord, that my name shall 
no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah, 
in all the land of Egypt, saying, The Lord God liveth. 

Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not for 
"• good, and all the men of Judah that are in the land of 
Egypt shall be consumed by the sword, and by the fa- 
mine, until there be an end of them. 

Yet a small number that escape the sword shall re- 
turn out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah , 
and all the remnant of Judah that are gone into the 
land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know whose word 
shall stand, mine or theirs. 

G3 And 
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And this shallbe a sign unto you, saith the Lord, 
that I will punish you in this place, that ye may know 
that my word shall surely stand against you For evil. 

Thus saith the. Lord, Behold, I will give Pharaoh- 
Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, 
and into the hand of them that seek his life, as I gave 
Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, and that sought 
his life. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

One could scarcely have supposed that any people 
would have acted in a manner so inconsistent with the 
light of reason, as to pay adoration^to inanimate things; 
but for the Jews to do so, who had been so often fa- 
voured with Divine revelations, is quite, astonishing, 
especially after, they had beheld such^signal judgments 
inflicted on their country, and were so kindly invited 
to become objects of mercy by repentance and obe- 
1 dience. 

The queen of heaven, to whom the Israelites paid 
adoration is supposed to have been the moon. It is 
needless to enlarge on the folly of idolizing this planet, 
as the absurdity of it is evident: every one must thinl 
those Jews who did so were deserving of the punish- 
"ments denounced against them. 

Sacred history makes no mention of Jeremiah after 
this period; but it is , most likely that he died in Egypt 
soon after, We find, in the collection of his prophe- 
cies a number of predictions respecting other nations, 
against whom he was commanded to denounce the 
judgments of God for their wickedness ; particularly 
the Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, and Edomites; 
he likewise foretold the redemption of Israel, of all 
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which we shall take notice in a subsequent part of this 
history. 

Now we have read of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the punishments inflicted on the remaining inha- 
bitants of Judea, we must next look back to those, who 
were carried captive into Babylon. 

SECTION XLI. 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS THAT WERE CARRIED 
CAPTIVE INTO BABYLON; PARTICULARLY OP THE 
PROPHET DANIEL, AND HIS FRIENDS, 'SHADRACH, 
MESHACH, AND ABED-NEGO. 

From Daniel, Chap.u 

When Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon first be- 
sieged Jerusalem, the Lord gave Jehoiachim king of 
Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the 
house of God, which he carried into the land of Shi- 
Bar, to the house of his go'd, and he brought the vessels 
into the treasure-house of his god* 

And the king spake unto Ashpenaz, the master of his 
eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of 
Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; chil- 
dren in whom was no blemish, but well-favoured, ^ and 
skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and 
understanding science, and such as had ability in them 
to^ stand in the king's palace, and whom they migh 
teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

And the king appointed them a daily provision, of 
the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so 
nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof 
they might stand before the king. 

Now among these were of the children of Judah, Da- 
niel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: unto whom th a 
prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto 
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Daniel the name of Belteshazzar ; and to Hananiah, of 
Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach ; and to Aza- 
riah, of Abed-hego. 

But Daniel purposed in his heart, that he would 
not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, 
nor with the wine which, he drank: therefore he re-* 
quested of the prince of the eunuchs, that he might not 
defile himself. 

, Now God had brought Daniel into favour and ten- 
der love with the prince of the eunuchs. 

And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I 
fear -my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat 
and your drink: for why should he see your face? 
worse liking than the children which are of your sort? 
then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. 

Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of 
the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, tea 
days, and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to 
drink. 

., Then let our countenances be looked upon before 
thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of 
the portion of the Icing's meat: and as thou seest, deal 
with thy servants. 

So he consented to them in this matter, and proved 
them ten days. 

And at the end often days, their countenances ap- 
peared fairer, and fatter in flesh than all the children' 
which did eat the portion of the king's meat. 

Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, 
and the wine that they should drink, and gave them 

ulse. 

As for these four children, God gave them know- 
edge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel 
had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

Now 
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Now at the end of the days that the king had said 
he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 

And the king communed with them, and among 
them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mi- 
shael, and Azariah : therefore stood . they before the 
king. 

And in all matters of wisdom and understanding that 
the king enquired of them, he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and astrologers that were 
in all his realm. 

And Daniel continued even unto the first year of 
king Cyrus. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The prophet* Daniel, who was descended from the 
royal family of David, was carried away in the first cap- 
tivity (which happened in the reign of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah ) , together with his friends Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah. It f was at that time the custom among 
conquerors to change the names of their captives. Those 
which were given to these four youths had a relation to^ 
the idols of the Babylonians, as their former ones had 
to the true God. Daniel, in the Hebrew tongue, 
signifies Govts my judge ; Belteshazzar, in the Chal- 
dee, is the treasure of Baal : Hannaniah in Hebrew, 
well-pleasing to God ; Shadrach, in Chaldee, the inspi- 
ration of the sun : Mishael, inHebreyy, proceeding from 
God ; Meshach, in Chaldee, belonging to the goddess 
Shishac; Azariah, in Hebrew, God is my help ; Abed- 
nego, in Chaldee, the servant of Nego, -that is, the 
sun, or the morning star , both deities among the Baby • 
lonians, and so called because of their brightness. 

* Stackhouse on the Bible. f Calmet's Dictionary* 
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The master of the eunuchs signifies the person wh© 
had the controul of the, king's household. 

Daniel and his friends, though very young men, re- 
solved stedfastly to adhere to the Divine LAwVand on 
no account to eat what that law prohibited to the. Jews. 
They had also, it is* likely, another motive for refusing, 
which was the custom in most heathen nations, of mak- 
ing an oblation to their gods, by pouring the liquor on 
the ground, and burning part of the meat, before they 
ate or drank, as an acknowledgment that all they had 
came from their bounty : so tkat every entertainment 
was a kind of sacr^ce to idols ; therefore these pious 
youths looked upon what came from the ^king's table 
as unclean. 

The learning of the Chaldeans chiefly consisted in 
What they called astrology (or a knowledge of the mo- 
tions of the sun, moon and stars), the art of building, 
and the art of war. These branches of knowledge the 
Jews might lawfully learn, and we find the young cap- 
tives made great proficiency in them ; and God or- 
dained that their knowledge, which he enabled them 
to acquire to such a degree, should become a mean of 
procuring them that prosperity which he had promised 
to those who should patiently endure their captivity, 
and preserve their principles from corruption in an ido- 
latrous coiuitry. Some of the Chaldeans professed , to 
have skill in magical arts ; but this was all deception : 
had it been real, it is very unlikely they would be 
willing to communicate to the worshippers of the Load 
Jehovah that knowledge which they pretended to de- 
rive from idols ; for they made a mystery of it ; v even to 
the generality of their own countrymen. So that we 
may be certain magic was not among the sciences which 
Daniel and his companions were taught ; neither would 
those who refused the meat from the king's table have 
submitted to be instructed by what means they might 
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obtain inspiration from false deities, if it could have 
been obtained. 

This section affords an excellent lesson to young per- 
sons, admonishing them to strive against all tempta- 
tions, which are calculated to draw them from their 
duty to God, # 

SECTION XLII. 

Nebuchadnezzar's prophetic dream" 
Front Daniel, Chap. ii. 

And in thesecond year of the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith 
his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. 

Then the king commanded to call the magicians, 
and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chal- 
deans, for tq shew the king his dreams. So they came 
and stood before the king. 

And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a 
dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. 

Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O 
king, live for ever : tell thy servants the dream, and 
we will shew the interpretation. 

The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The 
thing is gone from me : if ye will not make known^ unto 
me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be 
cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill. 

But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation « 
thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards, and 
great honour :. therefore shew me the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof. 

They answered again and said, Let the king tell his 
servants the dream,* and we will shew the interpreta- 
tion of it. 

And the king answered and said, I know of cer- 
tainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the 
thing is gone from me. 
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Bui if ye will not make known unto tne the dream, 
there is but one decree for you : for ye - have prepared 
lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the 
time be changed : therefore tell me the dream, and I 
shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation 
thereof. 

The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, 
There is not a man upon the- earth that can shew the 
king's matter : therefore there is no king, lord, nor 
ruler, that asketh such things at any magician v or astro- 
loger, or Chaldean. . 

And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and 
there is none other that can shew it, before the king, 
except the gods whose dwelling is not with flesh. 

Tor this cause the king was angry and very furious, 

and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon, 

. And the decree went forth that the wise men should 

be slain ; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be 

slain. 

Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to 
Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which was gone 
forth to slay the wise men of Babylon. 

tie answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, 
Why is the decree so hasty from the king ? then Arioch 
made the thing known to Daniel. 

Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that 
he would give him time, and that he would shew the 
.king the interpretation. 

Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing 
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his compa- 
nions ; That they would desire mercies of the God of 
heaven concerning this secret, that Danief and his fel- 
lows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of 
Babylon. 

Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night 
vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven* 

Daniel 
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- Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of 
God for ever and ever, for wisdom and might are hid : 
And he changeth the times and the seasons ; he re- 
moveth kings, and setteth up kings : he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know un- 
derstanding. 

He revealeth the deep and secret things : he knoweth 
what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him* 
I thank thee,- and praise thee, O thou God of my fa- 
thers, who hast given .me wisdom and might, and hast 
made known unto me now what we desired of thee : for 
thou hast now made known unto us the king's matter. 
Then Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king 
had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon : ha 
went and said thus unto him, Destroy not the wise men 
of Babylon : bring me in before the king, and I will 
shew unto the king the interpretation. 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in 
haste, and said thus unto him, I have found a man of 
the captives of Judah that will make known unto 
the king the interpretation. 

The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name 
was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto 
me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation 
thereof f 

Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and 
said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannct 
the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the sooth- 
sayers shew unto the king : 

But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets 
and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what 
shall be in the latter days. Thy dream and the visions 
of thy head upon thy bed are these ; 

As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came unto thy 
mind upon thy bed what should come to pass hereafter : 
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and he that revealeth secrets maketh known unto thee 
what shall come to pass. 

But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for 
any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for 
their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to 
the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of 
thy heart. 

Thou O king, sawest, and behold a great image. 
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood 
before thee ; and the form thereof was terrible. 

This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his 
arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs 
of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 

Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without 
' hands, which Smote the image upon his feet that were 
of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floors ; and the wind 
carried them away, that no place was found for them 
and the stone that smote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

This is the dream : and we will tell the interpreta- 
tion thereof before the king. 

Thou, O king, art a king of kings : for the God of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power and strength, 
and glory. 

And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the*" 
beast of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he 
given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over 
them all. Thou art this head of gold. 

And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior 
to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which 
shall bear rule over all the earth* 

And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron : for- 
asmuch 



. ( 135 ) 

asmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all 
things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it 
break in pieces, and bruise. * v 

And whereas thou sawest the feet and "toes, part of 
potter's clay and part of iron, the kingdom shall be di- 
vided: but there shall be in it of the strength of the 
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with 
miry- clay. * 

And as the toes of the feet were part of iron and part 
of clay, so v the kingdom shall be partly strong and 
partly broken. 

And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, 
they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: 
but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is 
not mixed with clay. 

And in the days of these kings shall the God of hea- 
ven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed: 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but 
it shall break in pieces, and consume all these king- 
doms, and it shall stand for ever. 

Forasmuch as thoti sawest that the stone 'was cut out 
of the mountain without hands, and that it break in 
pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the 
gold: the great God hath made known to the king 
what shall come to pass hereafter: and tn& dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, 
and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they 
"would offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. ^ 

The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth 
it is that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of 
kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldst 
reveal <his secret. 

Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave 
him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the 
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whole province of Babylon, and chief of tfee governors 
over all the wise men of Babylon. 

Then Daniel requested the king, and he set Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon: but Daniel satin the gate of the 
king, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Supreme Being, who had appointed Nebu- 
chadnezzar to be his servant, in respect to the judg- 
ments which His infinite wisdom saw fit to bring on 
different nations for their crimes, Tevealed unto him (in 
the visions of the night) what should happen after- 
wards; and that he might not suppose it to be a com- 
mon dream, and disregard it, God obliterated from his 
memory the particular circumstances of the dream, but 
impressed his mind with an earnest desire to recollect 
them, and to obtain if possible an interpretation. 

Those who were distinguished by the denomination 
of xvise men had no knowledge beyond what may be 
acquired by human means, therefore it was utterly im- 
possible for them to give the king any satisfaction. Ne- 
buchadnezzar had not been accustomed to disappoint- 
ment in his demands ; and, as some of the magicians 
had, on other occasions, pretended to supernatural skill, 
he condemned the whole body of them to instant death, 
as a set of impostors. 

Whether Daniel was waking or asleep, when the vi- 
sion was revealed to him, is a point of no importance 
to discuss. 

His thansgiving is deserving of particular attention; 
for it contains a lesson which all who are endued with 
superior wisdom should engrave oh their hearts, as it 
would effectually subdue that pride and arrogance which 
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too often accojnpany extraordinary knowledge. ^The 
wisdom which Daniel at that time obtained was evi- 
dently jrvni above, and came down from the father of 
lights*. . " And what has the wisest of mankind, that is 
not originally derived from the same divine. source ? A- 
man has, perhaps, spent a large portion of his time in 
the study of various sciences, and obtained such a share 
of knowledge as lifts him far above the generality of his 
species : but the ability to pursue these researches was 
the gift of Gob; nay, the very sciences themelves re* 
late to the works of the Creator, and consequently 
the knowledge of their various properties, which is the 
foundation of science, must, in the first instance, have 
proceeded from the Deity himself, who, by means of a 
secret instinct t unpecceived by the mind, points out the 
path which reason then is able to pursue. I speak of 
wljat is termed the frst invention of useful arts and.sci- . 
ences. 

As it is really true, that God alone giyeth wisdom 
to the wise, and knowledge to those who have under* 
standing, -and that light dwelleth in Him alone, surely 
it is the indispensable duty of every one, who possesses 
any degree of wisdom, to thank and praise God as Da- 
niel did. 

The prophecies of Daniel are astonishingly clear, and 
their dates very precisely marked. . 

The same observations may be applied to Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream, and the interpretation of it, as wer* 
made on that of Pharaoh, which Joseph* explained. 
One circumstance indeed renders this at first sight more 
wonderful than that of the Egyptian king, which is, 
that Pharaoh was able to relate the particulars of his 
dream ; but Nebuchadnezzar could recollect no more 
than that he had had a very significant dream, which 

* James i. 17. 
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left no farther impression on his mind thaji an earnest 
desire to know its import. 

Far from arrogating to himself the knowledge which 
had been so graciously and so wonderfully revealed, 
Daniel began with ascribing glory to the Supreme 
Being, and called upon the king of Babylon to regard 
the answer he was going to receive to his anxious en- 
quiries, as coming'from heaven, and not as the result .of 
human researches. 

By the different emblems of metals andtffone*, God in* 
tended to signify to Nebuchadnezzar the great empires 
that were to be m the world. The Assyrian or Chal- 
dean is represented by gold, because it is the first, and 
the most magnificent, if not the most extensive ; and 
Nebuchadnezzar, being then on the throne, is said to 
be the head of it. That of silver is the Persian ; that 
of brass, the Grecian ; that of iron, the Roman. The 
histories of these successive empires shew the wonderful 
completion of these prophecies. By the kingdom 
which was never to be destroyed, was meant thrkingdoni 
of Messiah. 

Nebuchadnezzar was inexcusable for continuing in 
idolatry, when the Lord had revealed Himself to him, 
and furnished him tvith the means qf information in respect 
to his duty $ for Daniel, without doubt, would have 
gladly instructed him : nothing therefore was wanting 
_ to complete the conversion of Nebuchadnezzar but a 
trilling mind. 

SECTION XLIII. 

6HADRACH, MESHACH, AND> ABED-NEGO, WONDER* 

FULLY DELIVERED. 

From Daniel, Chap. iii. 

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, 
whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth 
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thereof six cubits : he set it up in the plain of Dura in 
the province of Babylon. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather toge- 
ther the princes, the governors, and the captains, the 
judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and 
all therulei>of the provinces, to come to the dedication 
of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set 
tip. 

Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the 
judges* the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and 
all the rulers pf the provinces, were gathered together 
unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had set up, and they stood before the image 
that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

Then an herald cried aloud*. To you it is commanded, 
O people, nations, and languages, That at what time ye 
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, Harp, sackbut, psal- 
tery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down 
and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king hath set up : and whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth, shall the same hour be cast into the midst 
of a burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the 
sound of the cornet, flute; harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and the 
languages, fell down, and worshipped the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up? 

Wherefore' at that time certain Chaldeans came near, 
and accused the Jews. 

fhey spake, and said to the king, Nebuchadnezzar, 
king, live for ever. 

Th ju, O king, hast made a decree that every man that 
shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut^ 
psaltery, and' dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall 
down and worship the golden image ; ana* whoso falleth 
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rjot down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego ; these men, O king, have not regarded 
thee ; they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up* 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his -rage and fury com- 
manded to bring Shadrach, Meshach. and Abed-nego. 
Then they brought these men before the king. 

Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye 
serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I 
have set up ? 

Now if ye be ready at what time when ye hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and wor- 
ship the image which I have made, well ; but if ye 
worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace : and who is that god 
that shall deliver you out of my hands ? 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and 
said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful 
to answer thee in this matter. 

If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
from the burning fiery furnace : and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. 

But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form 
of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego : therefore he spake and commanded 
that they should heat the furnace one seven times more 

than it was wont to be heated. 

And 
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And he commanded the most mighty men that were 
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 

Then these men were bound in their coats, their 
hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and 
"were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore, because the king's commandment was ur- 
gent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the 
fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego. 

And these three men, Shadrach, Mefcjiach, and Abed- 
nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and 
rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, 
Didnot we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire ? 
They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. 

He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walk- 
ing in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; and 
the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the 
burning fiery furnace,and spake,and said, Shadrach,Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God 
come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 

And the princes, governors, and captains, and the 
king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these 
men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was 
an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. . 
i Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed . be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who 
hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants, that 
trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and 
yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor wor- 
ship any god, except their own God. 

Therefore 



( 142 ) * 

Therefore I make a decree,That every people, nation, 
and language, which speak any thing amiss against the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be 
cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill 
because there is no other God that can deliver after 
this sort. 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, in the^ province of Babylon. K 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The golden statue, which we here read of„. was, in- 
cluding its pedestal, thirty yards in height, and is sup- 
posed to have been dedicated by Nebuchadnezzar to Bel 
his idol ; though it is not improbable that it was rather 
an image of himself, to which he required Divine ho- 
nours to be paid in consequence of his dream. 

This ambitious king seems to have forgot in the pro- 
secution of his conquests the Almighty God, whose 
Supreme Power he formerly acknowledged. 

The punishment of being thrown into a burning fiery 
furnace was usual in Chaldea, and must have been very 
dreadful ; besides on this occasion it was heated to an 
uncommon degree. 

IJow great must have been the faith and piety of Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, which enabled them 
to adhere to their duty, in defiance of the threats of Ne-, 
buchadnezzar, and the torments prepared for them. 

Among the Apocryphal writings we have the follow- 
in^ which is called The song of the Three Holy Childreh : 
whether it contains the very words of Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego, is not known : but ifraccords so 
well with this part of sacred history that it may be re- 
ceived by way of illustration. 

THE SONG OF THE THREE HOLY CHILDREN. 

THEN these three men Jell doxvn bound into the midst 
of the burning jiery furnace. And they walked in the 

midst 
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midst of the fire, praising God, and blessing the Loup. 
Then Azarids stood up, and prayed on this manner; and 
opening his mouth in the midst of the fire said, Blessed 
art thou, O Lord God of our fathers: Thy name is 
worthy to be praised and glorified for evermore. For . 
Thou art righteous in all the things that Thou hast done 
to us: yea, true are all Thy works. Thy ways are right, 
and all Thy judgments truth. In all the things which 
Thou hast brought upon us, and upon- the holy city of 
our fathers, even Jerusalem, Thou hast executed true 
judgment: for according to truth and judgment didst 
Thou bring all these things upon us, because of our sbis. 
For toe have sinned and committed iniquity, departing 
from Thee, In all things have we trespassed, and not 
obeyed Thy commandments, nor kept them, neither done 
as Thou hast commanded us, that it might go well with 
us* Wherefore all that Thou hast brought upon us, and 
every thing that Thou hast done to us, Thou hast done -. 
in true judgment. And Thou didst deliver us into the 
hands of lawless enemies, most hateful for sakers of God, 
and to an unjust king, and the most wicked in all Ihe 
fvorld. And now we cannot open our mouths, we are 
hecome a shame and a reproach to Thy servants, and to 
them that worship Thee, Yet deliver us not up wholly, 
for Thy name 9 s sake, neither disannul Thou Thy cove- 
nant; and cause not Thy mercy to depart from us, for 
Thy beloved Abraham 9 s sake, for Thy servant Isaacs 
sake, and for Thy holy Israel's sake; To whom thou hast 
spoken and prornjsed, That Thou wouldst multiply their 
seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand that lieth - 
upon the sea shore. For we, O Lord, are become less 
than any nation, and be kept under this day in all the 
toorld because of our sins. Neither is there at this time 
prince, or prophet, or leader, or burnt-offering, or sa~ 
crifice, or oblation, or incense, or place to sacrifice before 
Thee, and to find mercy. Nevertheless, in a contrite 

heart 
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heart and an humble spirit let us be accepted. Like as 
in the burnt-offerings qf rams and bullocks, and like as 
in ten thousand of fat lambs, so let our sacrifice be in 
Thy sight this day, and grant thai we may wholly go 
after Thee: for they shall not be. confounded that put 
their trust in Thee. And novo we follow Thee with all 
our hea?i 9 we fear Thee, and seek thy face. Put us not 
to shame: but deal with us after Thy loving kindness, 
and according to the multitude of Thy mercies. Deliver 
us also according to Thy marvellous works, and give 
glory to thy name, O Lord ; and let all thpm that do 
Thy servants hurt, be ashamed; and let them be con- 
founded in all their power and mighty and let their 
strength be broken; and let them know that Thou art 
Lord, the only God, and glorious over the- whole 
world. — And the king 9 s servants that put them in, ceas- 
ed not to make the oven hot with rosin, pitch, tow, and 
small wood; so that the fame streamed forth above the 
furnace, forty and nine cubits. And it passed through 
and burnt those Chaldeans it found about the furnace. 
But the angel of the Lord came down into the oven, 
together with Azarias and his fellows, and smote the 
fame of the fire out of the oven; and made the midst 
qf the furnace, as it had been a moist whistling wind, so - 
that the fire touched them not at all, neither hurt nor 
troubled them f — Then the three, as out of one mouth, 
praised, glorified, and blessed God in the furnace, say- 
ing, Blessed art Thou, Lord God of our fathers : 
and to be praised and exalted above all for ever. And 
blessed is Thy glorious and holy name: and to be prais- 
ed, and' exalted above all for ever. Blessed art Thou in 
the temple qf thine holy glory: and to. be praised and 
glorified above all for ever. Blessed art Thou that &?- 
holdest the depths, and sittest upon the cherubims : and 
io be praised and exalted above all for ever. Blessed 
art Thou on the glorious throne of Thy kingdom: and 

to 
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to be praised and glorified for ever. Blessed art Thou 
in the firmament of heaven : and above aU to be praised 
aid glorified for ever* O aUyethe works of the Lord 
Hess ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above aU for 
ever* O ye heavens 9 bless ye the Lord : praise and * 
exalt Him above all for ever* O ye angels of the Lord, 
bleu ye the Lord: praise and exalt Him above all for 
ever. OaU ye waters that be above the heaven* bless 
ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all for ever. 
O aU ye powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord : praise * 
and exalt Him above all for ever. Oye sun and moon, 
bless ye fAeLoRD: praise and exalt Him above all for 
ever* O ye stars qf heaven, bless ye the Lord: praise 
and exalt Him above all for ever. every shower and 
dew, bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt Him above all- 
for ever. O all ye winds, bless ye the Lord : praise 
and exalt Him above all for ever. ye fire and heat % 
bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt Him above all for 
ever. O ye winter and summer, bless yc the Lord: 
praise and exalt Him above all for ever. ye dews 
and storms of snow, bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt 
Him above all for ever* O ye nights and days, bless ye 
the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all for ever. 
ye light and darkness 9 bless ye the Lord : praise and 
exalt Him above all for ever. Oye ice and cold, bless 
ye the Lord: praise and exalt Him above all for ever. 
Oye frost and snow, bless ye the Lord: praise and 
exalt Him above all for ever. ye lightnings and,* 
clouds, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above . 
all for ever. let the earth bless the Lord: praise 
and exalt Him above all for ever. O ye mountains and* 
-Utile hills, bless ye the Lord: praise" and exalt Him 
above all for ever. O all ye things that grow on the 
earth, bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt Him ab >vc 
all for ever. O ye fountains, bless ye the Lord : pratec 
and exalt Him above all for ever. ye seas and rivers 
Vol. IV, H bleu 
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bless yf the Lord: praise: and exaU Him above all fbrr 
ever. ye whales, and all that move in the waters, 
bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt H\m above all Jbr. 
ever* O all ye Jowls of the air, bless ye the Lord : 
praise and exalt Him above all Jbr ever. O all ye beastf 
and cattle, bless ye the Lord: praise and exaU Him 
above all Jor ever. Oye children of men % bfess.ye the 
Lord: praise and exalt Him above all Jor ever* O Is- 
rael, bless ye the Lord : praise and exaU Him above all 

Jbr ever* ye priests of the Lord, bless ye the Lord : 
praise and exaU Him above all Jor ever. Oye servants 

" of the Lord, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
above all Jbr ever. Oye spirits and souls of the righte- 
ous, Mess ye the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all 

for ever. O ye holy and humble men of heart, bless ye 
the Lord : praise and exaU Him above all Jbr ever. O 
Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the Lord : ' 
praise and exaU Him above all Jor ever : Jbr He hath 
delivered us from hell, and saved us Jrom the hand of 
deaths and delivered us out of the midst of the furnace, 
and burning Jlame : even out of the midsf of the fre hath 
He delivered us. O give thanks unto the Lord, because 
He is gracious :for His mercy endureth for ever. O 
all ye that worship the Lord, bless the GoD qfgojls, 
praise Him, and give Him thanks : m for His mercy en- 
dureth for ever. 

What a striking example doe's this section afford of 
the interposition of providence in favour of true and in- 
flexible piety. 

On this occasion God literally fulfilled his promise 
by the mouth of Isaiah ; When thou waUcest through the 
Jtre, thou shall not be burnt : neither shall the Jlame kindle 
upon thee*. • . N " 
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It is supposed, that the Lord God manifested his gl« 
rious presence on this occasion, under a visible form. 

Nebuchadnezzar was once more convinced of the 
omnipotence of the Supreme Being ; happy would it 
have been for him if he had, from this conviction, for* 
saken' idolatry, and continued to worship the Lord 
God alone. 

SECTION XLIV. 

PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH* DESIGNED FOR THE COMFOR* 
OF THE FAITHFUL PEOPLE OF GOD, UNDER THE PRO- 
SPECT OF CAPTIVITY, AND DURING ITS CONTINUANCE* 

From Chap* xlrv. xlix. lvii. IvHL 

I. And it shall come to pass in theday tjiatthe Lord 
shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, 
and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to 
serve, that thou shalt take up this proverb against the, 
king of Babylon, and say, How hath the ' oppressor 

, ceased ? the golden city ceased ? 

. The Lord hath broken die staff of the wicked, and 
the sceptre of the rulers. 

He who smote the people in wrath with a continual 
stroke > he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecut- 
ed, and none hindereth. 

II. Remember these, O Jacob and Israel ; for thou 
art my servant; I have formed thee, thou art my ser- 
vant: O Israel, thou shall not be forgotten of me : I 
have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and 
as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me, for I have re- 
deemed thee. 

Sing, ye heavens ; for the Lord hath done it : shout 
ye lower parts of the earth; break forth mto singing, 
ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein: for the 
Lord hagi redeemed Jacob, and glorified hknsejf in , 
Israel. 

. H 2 Thus 
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Thus, saith the Lord thy Redeemer, and he that 
(ormed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that mak- 
eth all things, that stretcheth forth the' heavens alone, 
that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; 

That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh 
diviners mad ; that turneth wise men backward, and 
maketh their knowledge foolish : ' 

That confirmeth the word of his servant, and per- 
formeth the counsel of his messengers : that saith to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited ; and to the cities 
of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the de- 
eayed places thereof: 

That saith to the deep* Be dry, and I will dry up thy 
rivers: 

' That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall 
perform .all my pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou fthaltbe built ; and to the temple, Thy founda- 
tion ehallbe laid, 

III. Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth, and 
brake forth into singing, O mountains : for the Lord 
hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon 
his afflicted. 

' But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my 
Lord hath forgotten me. 

Can a woman forget her, suckling child, that she 
shbtiM not have compassion on the son of her womb ? 
yea, they may forget, yet I will not forget thee. 

Beheld, I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands> thy'walls are continually before me. 

Thy children shall make haste ; thy destroyers, and , 
they that made thee waste, shall go forth of thee. 

IV. He that putteth his trust in me, s^iall possess the 
land, and shall inherit my holy mountain ; and shall 
say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up 
the stombh'ng-block out of the way of my people. 

For ; 
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for thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabit- 
eth eternity whose name is Holy, I dwell in the higfr" 
and holy place; with him als<r that Is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heart ofthe contrite ones.' 

For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be al- 
ways wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, ancT 
the s<mls which I have made. 

For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and 
smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on' 
frowardly in the Way of his heart. 

I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead 
him also, and restore comforts unto him, and to his 
mourners. ♦ 

?**!; create the* f*4fonf tf»e tips* peace, peace to hint 
that is far off, ambfco him that is near, saith the Lobd, 
and I will heal him. • 

- But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it 
Cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt^ 
r There ja no peace, saith my Gob, to tire wicked** 

V» HVthott lurtr away thy foot front* the sabbatfc, 
from doing thy pleasureon my holy day, and call thtf 
Sabbath a delight* the holy ofthe Lord, honourable, 
and shalt honour him, not doing thiae own ways, nor 
finding thine, own pleasure, nor speaking thine ow» 
words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord, 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places ofthe 
earth, and feed thee 7 with tho heritage of Jacob thy fa- 
ther: for the mouth ofthe Lord hath spoken it. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS* 

Every one of these extracts is worthy of particular 
examination*, but we must at present content ourselves 

♦The prediction delating to the Meaiahv *»« the' biestingt • 
tbegoipelj we referred for artalterp»xti>£taa work* 

R3 
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with axnirsory view, that the thread of the history may 
not he broken. 

In 'the first of these extracts deliverance from capti- 
vity is promised. In the second the deliverer is ex- 
pressly mentioned by name. In the third, the tender 
mercies of God towards his people are described in the 
most lively and pathetic terms. In the fourth, the pro- 
phet recommends trust in God, with Whom the peni- 
tent and humble will find deliverance. In the fifth, a 
groper observance of the sabbath is recommended. As 
this duty is of eternal obligation to all who call them- 
selves God's people, and the breach of it a particular 
offence against God himself it behoves all to pay at- 
tention to a text, which points out the manner in whidt 
the Lobd requires it to be observed. We here mid 
$at God expects the Sabbath to he appropriated en- 
tirely to his service, that all sensual pleasure and worldly 
concerns ahpuld be laid aside, and the sacred season em- 
ployed in those holy exercises, which afford real arid 
substantial delight to the souL Whoever spends the 
Sabbath in this rational way, will certainly experience 
that inward satisfaction, which naturUly springs from 
4 opttBciowmeps of pleasing our Great Creator and 
Governor; and may justly expect, through his fitertiy 

and goodness, the addition of temporal Westings also. 

• • ■ 

SECTION XLV. 

'M0FHXCIXS OF JEREMIAH RESPECTING THE FUTURE 
RESTORATION OF jGOD'S FAITHFUL. PEOFLfc, 

M 

• • From Chap* Xxx, xxxi. 

. Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will bring again die 
captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwell- 
ing- 
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kig-places: anctthe city shall "be builded upon her own 
heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner 
thereof. 

And out 6f them shall proceed thanksgiving, and the 
vbice of them that make merry: wriTl will multiply 
them, and they shall not be few;, I will also glorify 
them, and they shall not be small. 

Their children shall also be as aforetime, and their 
congregation shall be established before me,' and I will 
punish all that oppress them. 

Arid their nobles shall be of themselves, and their go- 
vernor shall proceed from the midst of them: and I will 
cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto 
me: for who is this that engaged his heart to approah 
unto me? saith the Lord. 

And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

At the same time, saith the Lord, will I be the God 
of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 

Tims saith the Lord, The people which were left of 
die sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, 
when I went to cause him to rest. 

The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, 
lea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: there- 
fore with loving kindness have I drawn thee. 

Again I wiB build thee, and thou shalt be built, O 
virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy 
tabrets, and shalt go fbrth m the dances of them that 
make merry. 

Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of 
Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall eat them 
as common things. 

For there shall be a day that the watchmen upon die 
mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up tot 
Zion unto the Lord our God. 
For thus saith the Lord Sing with gladness for Ja- 
il 4 eob* 
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cob, and shout among the chief nations: publish fe p 
praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people, the rem* 
nant of Israel. 

Behold, I will bring them from the north country, 
and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with 
them the blind and the lame: a great company shall 
return thither. 

They shall come with weeping, and with supplica- 
tions wiM I lead them: I will cause them to walk by 
the rivers of waters in a straight way wherein they shall 
not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraiiu 
is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and de- 
clare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered 
Israel will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd 
does his flock. 

' For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransoraect 
him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. 
~; Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of 
2jon, and shall flow together to the goodness of the 
Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the 
young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall 
be as a watered garden; and .they shall not sorrow any 
more at all. 

; Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young 
men and old together: for I will turn their mourning 
into joy, and will comfort them, and make them re- 
joice from their sorrow. 

ANNOTATIONS and BEFLBCTIONS. 

The promises which compose this section, were deli- 
vered by Jeremiah at the same time that he was commis- 
sioned to denounce those dreadful threatenings which 
were fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem. It is 

neediest 
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aeedteft to observe, that they were mercifu% esca- 
lated to support the hopes of those who continued faith- 
ful to the. Lord, or who were penitent for their sins. 
A variety of other consolatory passages might be select- 
ed from tjie rest of the prophets. 



SECTTON XLVL 

A PROf>HECY OF BZEKIEL RELATING TO TYRI. 

From Chap, xxvu 

Akd it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first 
day of the month, that the word of the Lord cttme unto 
me, saying, Son of man, because that Tyrus hath said 
against Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that was the gate* 
of the people: the is turned unto me, I shall be reple- 
nished, now she is laid waste: Therefore thus saith the 
Lord God, Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and 
will cause many nations to come up against thee, as 
the sea causeth his waves to come up* 

And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break 
down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her* 
and make her like the top of a rock. 

It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the 
midst of the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord 
God, and it shall become a spoil to the nations. 

And her daughters which are in tlje 6eld shall be 
dam by the sword, and they shall know that I am the 
Lord. 

For thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will bring 
upon Tyrus Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of 
kings, from the north, with horses, and with chariots, 
and with horsemen, and companies, and much people* 

He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the 

H 5 field, 



field, and he shall makfe a fort against thee, and cfet* 
mount against thee, and lift up the buckler agt&ftt thefci 

And he shall set engines of war against thy drills, 
and with axes he shall break d6wn thy towers^, 

By reason of the abundance of his horses, their dust 
shall cover thee, thy walls shall shake at the noise of 
the horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots. 
When he shall enter into thy gates, as men -enter into a 
city wherein is made a breach. ' 

With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all 
thy streets; he shall slay thy people by the sword, and 
thy strong garrisons shall go down to the ground.. 

And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make 
a prey of thy merchandise, and they shall break down- 
thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses; and they 
shall lay thy stones, and thy timber, and thy dust, in 
the midst of the water. 

And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease, and 
the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. 

And I will make thee like the top of a rock : thou 
shalt be a place to spread nets upon: thou shah be 
built no more: for I the Lord have spoken it, saith 
the Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord God to Tyrus, Shall not the 
isles shake at the sound of thy fall, when the wounded 
cry, when the slaughter is made in the midst of thee ? 

Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from" 
their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off 
their br ordered garments : they shall clothe themselves 
with trembling, they shall sit upon the ground, and shall 
tremble at every moment, and be astonished at thee. 

And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and 
say to thee, How art thou destroyed that wast inhabited 
of sea-faring men, the renowned city which wast strong 
in the sea, she and her inhabitants, which cause their 

terror 
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terror to be on all that. haunt it? Now shall the isles 
tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, the isles that are 
in the sea shall be troubled at thy departure. 

For thus saith the Lord God, men I shall make 
thee a desolate city, like the cities, that are 41c* mh*. 
bited, when I shall bring up the deep upon the?, and 
great waters shall cover thee; when I shaH brjqgltoe 
down, with them that descend into the.pit* wkh }he 
people of old time, and shall set .thee in the low parjf 
of the earth, m places desolate of old, with them tha$ 
go down to the pit, that thou fee not inhabited, and I 
shall set glory ifi the land of the living; 
^ I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more : 
though thou be sought for, yet -shalt thou never be 
found dgaih, saith £he Lord God. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

, This proph*cy begins with introducing Tyre insult- 
ing Jerusalem on her fall, and congratulating herself on 
the prospect of accession to her commerce, now that 
this city was no more. Upon which God denounces 
destruction to TJfyre, ' and all the lesser cities dependant 
upon her. Nebuchadnezzar is named as the person 
charged with this work, anp! his proceedings, and the 
fetal consequences of them, are described in the most 
lively colours. At length, nothing remains of Tyre, 
tyit the bare rock on which it was built. Let us now see 
how this prediction was fulfilled. 

About two years after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
Nebuchadnezzar went again into Syria, and laid siege 
to Tyre* It was- a strong and wealthy city, which had 
never yet submitted to any foreign empire, and was at 
that time famous for its traffic and merchandize; by 

H 6 which 
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which several of its inhabitants had enriched themselves 
to such a degree, that they were able to vie with princes 
in splendour and magnificence. It was built by the 
Zidonians, two hundred and forty years before the 
building of the temple of Solomon at Jerusalem* Ne- 
buchadnezzar had great difficulties in subduing Tyre, 
which resisted him for thirteen years, but at length 
yielded to this mighty conqueror. 

Before it came to this extremity, the inhabitants had 
removed their effects into an island about half a mile 
distant from the shore, and there built a new city: 
therefore, when Nebuchadnezzar entered, he found but 
little to reward his soldiers. In revenge he razed the 
town, and it never rose to be any thing more than a 
village afterwards ; but the city in the island became 
famous under the name of New Tyre. 

From the downfall of Tyre we learn, that it is great 
folly, as well as cruelty, for one nation to exult at the 
ruin of another; for, behold! the Lord maketh the 
earth empty; he scattereth abroad all the inhabitants 
thereof; none are able to resist his power, when his 
judgments are gone forth to punish for iniquity. 

Whilst Nebuchadnezzar lay at the siege of Tyre, Ne- 
buzaradan, his general, being sent by him with part of 
his army, invaded the land of Israel, to take revenge, as 
is supposed, for the death of Gedaliah: in which expe- 
dition he carried away captive seven hundred and forty- 
five persons who remained in the land. Perhaps tins 
small remnant had been restrained by the jfcreatenings 
which Jeremiah denounced in the name of the Lord, 
against all those who should, in defiance of the Divine 
command, go into Egypt; if so we may regard their 
captivity as a merciful dispensation, since it proved the 
mean of their being comfortably settled with the rest 
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*f their brethren in Babylon; and preserred them from 
the repeated molestation which they had reason to ex- 
pect from different quarters, }f they remained defence- 
less in Judea, By this captivity was fully completed 
the desolation of the land, no more of its former inha- 
bitants being now left in it, and all the numerous pro- 
phecies concerning it were amply fulfilled. 



SECTION XL VII, 

PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH /LKS> EZEKIEL CONCERXIX* 

THE AMMONITES. 

From Jer. Chap. xlix. — Ezeh dap. xxv. 

Behold, the days come saith the Lord, that I will 
catae an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of the 
Ammonites; and it shall be a desolate heap, and her 
daughters shall be burned with fire: then shall Israel 
be heir unto them that were his heirs, saith the Lord. 

Howl, O Heshbon ; for Ai is spoiled : cry, ye daugh- 
ters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth, lament, and 
run to and fro by the hedges ; for their king shall go 
into captivity, and his princes together* 

Wherefore gloriest thou in the vallies, thy flowing 
▼allies, O backsliding daughter ? that trusted in her 
treasures, saying, Who shall come unto me? 

Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, saith the Lord 
God of hosts, from all those that be about thee : and ye 
shall be driven out every man right forth, and none 
shall gather up him that wandereth. 

And afterward I will bring again the captivity of 
the children of Ammon, saith the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto Ezekiel, say unto the Am- 
Hmites, Hear the word of the Lord God ; Thus saith 

the 
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the Lord God ; because thou fcaidst, Aha* against my 
sanctuary, when it was profaned ; and against the land 
of Israel, when it was desolate : and against the house 
of Judah, when they went into captivity. 

Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of 
the east for a possession, and they shall set their palaces 
in thee, and make their dwellings in thee : they shall 
eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk. 

And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the 
Ammonites a couching place for flocks : and ye shall 
know that I am thfe Lord. 

For thus saith the Lord God ; because thou hast 
clapped thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and 
rejoiced in. heart with all thy Hespite against £He land 
% of Israel ; 

Behold, therefore I will stretch but mine fiaiSd upon 
thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen r 
. and I will cut thee off from the peopte, and I will cause 
thee to perish out Of the countries : I will destroy theg ; 
and thou shalt know that I am the Lor©. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

These prophecies were remarkably fulfilled, for when 
Nebuzaradan had completed the desolation of~Judea, 
he marched against the Ammonites, and having de* 
stroyed Rabbah, their royal city, and made great deso- 
lation by fire and sword in that country, he carried 
their kiftg, princes, and most of the inhabitants, into 
captivity. This was done by the Babylonish general, 
to revenge the part they had taken in the murder of 
Gedaliah; who at the same time that he punished the. 
Ammonites for this crime in particular, inflicted those 
judgments which the prophets had foretold would fell 
09 them for their idolatry and wickedness 

SECTION 
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SECTION XLVIIL 

PROPHECIES AGAINST MOAB, EDOM, &C. 

From Jer. Chap, tfvfii. xlix. 

We have- heard of the pride t>f Moab ; he is very 
proud; even- of his haughtiness, and his pride and his 
wrath : but hislies shall not be so. 

llierefbre shall Moab howl for.Moab, every one shall 
howl: for the foundations of Kir-hareseth shall ye 
mourn, surely they are stricken, 

For the fields of Heshbon languish and the vine of 
Sibmah : the lords of the heathen have broken down 
the principal plants thereof, they are crime even unto 
Jazer, they wandered through the wilderness; her 
branches are stretched out, they are gene over the sea." 

Against Moab thus satth the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel ; Woe unto Nebo I for it is spoiled : 
Kiriathaim is confounded and taken ; Mlsgab is con- 
founded and dismayed. 

There shall be no more praise of Moab : in Heshbon' 
they have devised evil against it ; come, and let us cut 
it off from being a nation. Also thou shaftbe cut down, 
O Madmen; the sword shall pursue thee. * 

A voice of crying<shall be from Horonaim, spoiling 
and great destruction. 

Moab is destroyed; her little ones have caused a cry 
to be heard. 

For in the going up of- Luhith continual weeping' 
shall go up : for in the going down of Horonaim the 
enemies have heard a cry of destruction. 

Flee, save your lives, and be lake the heath in the 
wilderness. 

For 
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For because thou halt trusted fa thy works and in 
thy treasures, thou shall also be taken : and Chemosh 
shall go forth into captivity with his priests and his 
princes together. 

And the spoiler shall come hi every city, and no city 
shall escape : the valley also shall perish, and the plain 
shall be destroyed, as the Lord hath spoken. 

Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get 
away: for the cities thereof shall be desolate, without 
any to dwell therein. 

The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken 
saith the Lord, 

Make ye him drunken ; for he magnified himself 
against the Lord. Moab also shall wallow in his vo- 
mit, and he also shall be in derision. 

For was not Israel a derision unto thee ; was he found 
among thieves ? for since thou spakest of him, thou, 
akippedst for joy. 

ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell 
in the rock, and be like the dove that make th her nest 
in the sides of the hole's mouth. 

We have heard the pride of Moab, he is exceeding: 
proud: his loftiness and his arrogancy, and his pride 
and the haughtiness of his heart. 

1 know his wrath, saith the Lord: but it shall not 
be so ; his lies shall not so effect it. 

Moreover, I will cause to cease in Moab, saith the 
Lord, him that offereth in the high places, and him 
that burnetii incense to his gods. 

For every head shall be bald, and every beard dipr 
p$d : upon all the hands shall be cuttings, and upon 
the loins sackcloth. >n 

There shall be lamentation generally upon all the 
house tops of Moab, add ia the streets thereof : for I 

bare 
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hare broken Moai> like a vessel wherein is no pleasure, 
saith the Lord. 

And Moab shall be destroyed from being a people, 
because he hath magnified himself against the Lord, 

Fear and the pit, and the snare, shall be upon thee, 
O inhabitant of Moab, saith the Lord. 

He that fleeih from the fear shall fall into the pifr* 
andhethatgjHphupoutofthepit shall be taken in 
the snare ; for T Will bring upon it, even upon Moab, 
the year of their visitation saith the Lord* 

They that fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon, 
because of the force ; but a fire shall come forth out of 
Heshbon, and a flame from the midst of Sion, and shall 
devour the corner of Moab, and the crown of the head 
of the tumultuous ones. 

Woe be unto thee, O Moab ! the people of Chemosh 
perisheth; for thy sons are taken captives, and thy 
daughters captives. 

Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the 
latter days saith the Lord. Thus far is the judgment 
of Moab* 

Concerning Edom, thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Is 
wisdon no more in Teman ? is counsel perished from 
the prudent lis their wisdom vanished? Flee ye, turn 
back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I will 
bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that I 
will visit him. 

If grape-gatherers come to thee, would they not 
leave some gleaning grapes ? if thieves by night, they 
will destroy till they have enough. 

But IJiave made Esau bare, and he shall not be able/ 
to hide himself : his seed is. spoiled, and his brethren 
and his neighbours, and he is not. 

Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them 
alive ; and let thy widows trust in me. 

Foe 
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t Forilws saith the Lord; Behold they whose judg- 
ment was hot to drink of the cup, have assuredly 
drunken; and art thou he that shall altogether ~~go un- 
punished ? thou shalt not gQ unpunished, but thou 
shall surely drink of it. 

For I have sworn by myself, saith the Lord ; tnat 
Bozrah shall become a desolation, a renroach, a waste, 
and a curse ; and all the cities thereof sHBf be perpetual 
wastes. 

I have heard a rumour from the Lord, and an am- 
bassador is sent unto the heathen, saying, Gather ye 
together, ajrtd come against her, and rise up to the 
battle. 

For lb,* I will make thee small among the heathen, 
and despised among men. 

- Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of 
thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the ciefts of the 
rock, that boldest the height of the Kill ; though ihou 
shouldest make fliy nest as hign as the eagle, I will 
bring thee Sown from thence, saith the Lorb. 

Also Edom shall be a desolation : every one that 
goeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the 
jHagues thereof. 

As in the overthrow of So3om and Gomorrah, and the 
neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lord, no man shall 
ai>ide there, nefther shall a son of man dwell in it. 

Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swell- , 
ingof Jordan against the habitation of the strong; but 
fwiH suddenly make him run away from her : and who 
is a chosen man, that I may appoint over her ? for who 
is like me? and who will appoint me the time ? and who 
is that shepherd that will stand before me?' 

Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord that he hath 
taken against Edom, and his purposes he that hath pur-, 
posed against the inhabitants of Teinan : surely the least 

- ,of 



of the flock shall, draw them out, surely he shall raakt 
their habitations desolate with them. 

The earth is moved at the noise of their Saty ; $t . the - 
cry, the noise thereof was heard in the Red Sea, . 

Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and 
spread: his wings over Bozrah : and at that day shaU 
the heart of the mighty men of Edom be as the heart 
of a woman in great anguish* 

The burden of Damascus* Behold. Damascus is taken 
away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap, 
v The cities of Aroer are forsaken : .they, shall, be for 
flocks, which shall lie down, and none shall make 
them afraid. 

. The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the 
kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria : 
they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saitl* 
the Lord ofjiosts. 

H The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the 
prophet against the Philistines, before that Pharaoh 
smote Gaza. 

Thus saith the Lord; Behold waters rise up out of 
the north, and shall be an overflowing flood, and shall 
overflow the land, and all that is therein ; .the city, 
and them that dwell therein : then the men shall cry, 
and all the inhabitants of the land shall howl. 

At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong 
horses, at the rushing of his chariots, and at the rum- 
bling of his .wheels, the fathers shall not look back to 
their children for feebleness of hands : because of the 
day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut 
off from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remaineth : 
for the Lord will spgil the Philistines, the remnant of 
the country of Caphtor. 

Baldness- is come uppn Gaza, Ashkelon is cut off with 

the 
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the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou cat 
thyself? 

O thou sword of the Lord, how long will it be ere 
thou be quiet? put up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, 
and be still. 

How can it be quiet, seeing the Lord hath given it 
a charge against Ashkelon, and against the sea shore ? 
there hath he appointed it. 

For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desola- 
tion : they shall drive out Ashdod tit the noon day, and 
Bkron shall be rooted up. 

Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea-coasts, the na* 
tipn of the Cherethites ! the word of the Lord is 
against you : O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I 
will even destroy thee, and there shall he no ' inhabit 
tint. : 

And the sea-coasts shall be dwellings and cottages 
for shepherds, and folds for flocks. 

And the coast shall be for the remnant of die house 
of Judah ; they shall feed thereupon : in the houses of 
Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening) for -the 
Lord their God shall visit thetn, and turn away their 
captivity. ' ■ * 



vl 



ANNOTATION'S and REFLECTIONS. 

• ... . 

The foregoing prophecies are supposed to J^ve been 
accomplished during the siege of Tyre. They serve td 
shew the wonderful prescience of the Almighty, and 
point out the great offence of the heathen nations* 
namely, a presumptuous opposition to the Lord. God* 



SECTION 
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SECTION XLEX. 
raopHBcres o» jkremiak axd ezekik. against 

EGYPT.. 

JFVom «/iw\, Chap. xl\i*—Ezek. Chap, xxix* 

Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will give Pharaoh- 
Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, 
-and into the hand of them that seek liis life : as I gave 
Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon his enemy, that sought his life. 

In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth 
day of the month, the word of the Lord came unto 
Ezekiel, saying, Son of man, set thy face against Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and 
against all Egypt* 

Speak and say, Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold 
I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great 
dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath 
said, My river is mine own, and I have made it for 
myself. 

But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause 
the fish of thy rivers, to stick unto thy scales, and I will 
bring thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, and all the 
fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales. 

And I will leave thee thrown unto the wilderness, 
thee and all the fish of thy rivers, thou shalt fall upon 
the open fields, thou shalt not be brought together, nor 
gathered : I have given thee for meat to the beasts of 
the field and to the fowls of the heaven. 

And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I 
*tu the Lord, because they have been a staff of reed to 
the house of Israel. 

r When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst 

break, 
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breaks and rend all their shoulders ; and when they 
leaned upon thee thou breakest, and madest all their 
loins to be at a stand. 

Therefore thus saitfr the Lord God ; Behold, I will 
bring a sword upon thee, and cut off man and- beast 

out of thee. 

* ♦ ... 

And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste ; 
and they shall know that I am the I*ord. ; because, he 
hath said. The river is mine, and I have made it. 

Behold, therefore I am against thee, and against thy 
river, and will make the land of Egypt utterly waste 
and desolate, from the tower of Syene even unto the 
border of Ethiopia. 

No foot of man shall pas6 through it, nor foot of 
beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited 
forty years. 

And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the 
midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities 
among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate 
forty years : and I will scatter the Egyptians among the 
nations, and I will disperse them through the countries. 
Yet thus saith the Lord God ; at the end of forty 
years will I gather the Egyptians from the people whi- 
ttier they were scattered : and 1 bring again the cap- 
tivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return into the 
land of Pathros, into the land of their habitation ; and 
they shall be there a base kingdom. 
/ It shall be the basest of the kingdoms, neither shall 
it exalt itself any more above the nations ; for I wiH 
diminish them that they shall no more rule over the 
nations. 

And it shall be no more the confidence of the house 
of Israel, which bringeth N their iniquity to remembrance, 
when they shall look^after them :but they shall know " 
that I am the Lord God. 

•',■*■•''-- -* . : - Ajid 
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And it came to pass, in the seven-and-twientieth year, 
in the first month, in the first day of the month, the 
word of the Lord came unto Ezekiel saying, Son of 
man, Nebuchadnezzar (king of Babylon caused his army 
to serve a great service against Tyrus: every head was 
made bald, and every shoulder was peeled ; yet had he 
no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that 
he had served against it : ' * 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I will 
give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and he shall take her multitude, and t*ke her 
spoil and take her prey; and it shall be the wages for 
fcps army. 

I have given him the land of Egypt for his labour 
wherewith he served against it, because they wrought 
for me, saith the Lord God. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

By this prophecy, which was revealed to Ezekiel 
during the siege of Tyre, we may learn, that Nebuchad- 
nezzar (though he knew it not) was the servant of the 
Lord, in respect to the destruction of the different .na- 
tionsi They vrerepresumptuous sinners, therefore objects 
of Divine wratk : he was ambitious, therefore a Jit in- 
stfument of their chastisement. These predictions were 
remarkably fulfilled. 

Immediately after the siege of Tyre, the king of 
Babylon, taking advantage of the intestine divisions in 
Egypt, marched with his army thither, over-ran the 
whole land, and made miserable devastation; slew mul- 
titudes of its inhabitants, and reduced the country to 
such a ruinous state, that it did not recover for forty 
years afterwards. Nebuchadnezzar having loaded him- 
self and his army with the rich spoils of this nation, 

and 
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and brought it Into subjection to him, eame to terms 
"with Amasis, wbo had revolted from Fharaoh-Hophra, 
and usurped the throne ; and, hating confirmed him in 
the kingdom as his deputy, returned to Babylon. 

During this ravage of the land of Egypt, most of the 
Jews, who had fled thither after the murder of Geda- 
liahfell into the hands of the Babylonians : many of 
them they slew, others they took prisoners ; the few 
that escaped saved themselves by fleeing out of Egypt 
into different countries. After Nebuchadnezzar was. 
gone out of Egypt Pharaoh-Hophra, collecting toge- 
ther an army of foreigners, marched against Amasis, 
and gave him battle ; in which, being vanquished and 
taken prisoner, he was carried to his own palace in the 
city of Sais, and there-strangled. By these events were 
completed all the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
concerning this king and his .people, particularly that 

- of Jeremiah respecting his death. It is said of this 
prince by a heathen writer, that, in the pride of his 
heart, he "vaunted that it u?as not in the power of God 
Himself to dispossess him of his kingdom ; which agrees 
with what Ezekiel charged him with, his saying, that 
the river uoas his f fyc. 

Egypt continued in subjection to the Babylonian 
yoke till that empire fell ; and it has been a base and 
mean nation ever since ; for in the space of more than 
two thousand years Egypt has produced nothing great,, 
either in learning, wisdom, or exploit. It has been a 
tributary kingdom, without a prince of its own, but 

- always subject to slaves or foreigners. The Egyptians 
are possessed with a notion, that it is decreed by fate 
that slaves .must always rule, and the natives be subject. 
From whence could such an idea first proceed, but from 
the promulgation of thi* prophecy, and its wonderful 
completion ? . 

Ther* 



Jfoe&merxmy&het jfre&dlWitt^oiicehiitig'Egyj^ 
among to>Wl€fegp<d£fl!e j>roplttMa, %nt the «xamina^ 
tion of them would detain *tts tftotfcng from the history. 

-Mebfeltalflim^ alTmWiirs, 

welin ftffljpeaiewit li«e f 4ippliedh!toSe#.tbthe finish* 
ingofhUfbuildi^^B^ffiM:' Ifeincre^flfsecltheiii^ 
aifceiic&oft th# cky* to auch riflegreen t&tto it became 
mert&k wbHcfete^tiie worlij. •" * ' ; ; - ■-; i: [ 
HFftfwtaflg *iieee3skn<6f years. NebtacnaanefczareTc-' 
perienced scarcely any thing hfetftidefett and uxakatioh.' 
iba^ityclitfdoilft elteat 4t usaalty Has on irreligious 
vmoWtt^l^^$i^'^ artogattt tothegrtat^t' 
(kgr^but tfe* L*>#d, ^ feiomil^thithe was notincor-' 
tigibfy-wkaaed/^^tt Jaffiolkms td teadrfchn (and the 
^oHdbyJhisiexMflpte) how mean and abject the highest : 
nUmafahrfsyfercift^^ ••< 

$be 'fdiowfeig; metfon Contains 'Nebuchadnezzar^ ; 
own account of the exemplary judgment $mt watf fa*-*- 
fficted^^him; wfofeh is preserved among the prophe- 
(fi^of'Dttfliel* '«■■ " ' 

* 4 * * 
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&ANIEL ItfTEJIPRETS NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM* 

•Front Daniel, Chap. *iv. 

• • • . * 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people* na* , 
tions, and] languages, that dwell in ajtt the. earth, P,eaqe 
be itt^altij,U>d unto, you, . -.;:.. < : ..«f 

1 I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that [ 
the lu^hrQp^i^.flppuglj* tw^ardrqae.' (; i . ? 

How rgreatvace 4m* *i&* I and tow .migftty, are- hj^, (t 
won4ers! hi^J^n^^^ W «v*rla*ti»g kingdf»,.aji4,t 
his dominion is from genefgfipd-tt gc&wwfliQn* . 4 .^j J,„s 

I .N^irfuvtnerrflr was at rest in mine house, and 

Vou IV. - 1 flourishing 
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flourishing in.my palace: I saw a dream which made 
me afraid, and the thoughts upon my : bed* and the vi- 
sions of my head, troubled me. '..',•;• 

Therefore made I a decree, to hring ia all the wise 
men of Babylon before me, that tfojy* might make 
known unto me the interpretation of tip dream. 

Then came in the magicians,, the astrcflogers* ther 
Chaldeans, and the sooth-sayers: and I told the dreanr 
before them; but- they did not make known unto me 
the interpretation thereof. *' • . v . 

'. But at the last Daniel came in before hie (whose 
name was Belteshazzar, according to the naiae' of. nijr 
Qod, and in, whom is the spirit of the holy gods), and 
before him I told the dream, saying, O Belteshazzar, 
master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth 
thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen f 
and the interpretation thereof. 

Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I 
saw, and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and 
the height thereof was great. 

■ The tree grew, and was strong, and the height there- 
of reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the 
end of all the earth. 

' The leaves thereof were fair,' and the fruit thereof 
much, and it was meat for all: the beasts of the field 
had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt 
in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 

I saw m the visions of my head upon my bed, and 
behold, a watcher, and an holy one came down from 

heaven. , . 

He cried aloud, and said thus, H6w down the tree, 
and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, tod scat- 
ter his fruit ; let all the beasts get away rVom under it, 

and the fowls from his branches. 

Nevertheless, 
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Nevertheless, leave the stump of his roots in the 
earth 9 even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender 
grass of the field, and let it be wet with the dew of 
heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the 
grass of the earth. * 

Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's 
heart be given unto him, and let seven times pass over 
him. 

This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the 
demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent 
that the living may know, that the most High ruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will, andsetteth up over it the basest of men. 

This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen : now 
thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation there- 
of, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not 
able to make known unto me the interpretation : but 
thou art able, for the. spirit of the holy gods is in thee. 

Then Daniel (whose name was Belteshazzar/) was 
astonished for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him : 
the king spake and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, 
or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshaz- 
zar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them 
that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine 
enemies. 

The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and wad 
strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the 
sight thereof to all the earth; whose leaves were fair, 
and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all ; 
under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon 
whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their ha- 
bitation: 

It is thou, O king, that art grown and become 
strdfcg: for thy greatness is grown and reacheth unto 
heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. 

12 / An* 
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>i{And wfeerea8 f ^i# »kii%g^saw ^' watcher, arid an iloly 

fcreeui*vn r ;an& destroy it, *yet feave^the stump of the 
r*ms<ther«Gf iri'tfae^fcrth, erenTtffch a l bsfrid of ifon and 
brass in the tender grass of the field, aiM let it be w/et 
withJth*dW^of- heefcen, ^H^e^lns-portibn be with' fhe 
beast* tfthe^field, till severi'times pa& ovef him ': 

This is the interpretation, O king, and this is'Jhe 
dftttee 4 6£th** most High, -which fs come upon, ray lord 
jh&fcingKMt&tejr sh^Mrive thee from men, and thy 
dw*lirng-#hail be»witfi*tHe l beosits ,! df flie field, ^nd they 
sfaaHmiakg'thae to eatgiiiss'as eixen, and they shall wet 
thee witbthfe (few of^heaven,- and seven times shall pass 
r <mts thee, tffi-thdu know that the most High ruleth in 
theiklngidom of men, andgiveth it to whomsoever, he 
witt. 

* And 1 Whereas they commanded to leave the. stump of 
the tree-roots: thy kingdom shall be sure unto tl*pe, 
after that thou «halt have known that the 'heavens do 
rule. 

i 

Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable 
unto t&ee, and>b*eak off thy sins 1>y righteousness, and 
thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor: if it 
may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar.' 

At die end of twelve months he walked in the pa; 
lade of the king of Babylon- 

The king spake, and said, Is ndt this great Bahylon 
thktThave built for the house of the kingdom, by the. 
riright of my power, aiid for the honour of my majesty? 

*While the word was in the king's mouth, there fejl a 
voice from heaven, saying, 0.king Nebuchadnezzar, to 
thee it is spoten; The kingdom is departed from thee. 

And they shall drive thee from men, and, thy dwell- 
ing shall fee with the 'beasts of tne field: tfcey shall make 
» thee 



thoeto eajt g^^^.axi^^^^Bme^^tksbm^aikipk&s 

over the^ .until^i^&e^ 

in the kingd?Wo^jn^.aj^^ 

hewilL; ... „ ;.. . v ,.^: ,: -,.■ ; 

llie same hour was the thing £uli}Jled.upwy> 
chadnezzar, and he rwa&odriyefli from men* ,*»d ^tt eat 
grass as o^en^anc^iua body was w$* with the ;dew>a$ 
heaven, /till his hairs jweregrowri^^reggW^feaihtt^ 
add his nails likevbird'vH claiys.. . » • . ^ , i 

And at the end, of the .days, I . Nebuchadnezzar life 
up minu, e X?8 unu, heaven, aad ^y un^,^*^^ 
turned iinta me, and I blessed the most High, an4J{ 

S* raised and honoured hinvthakliveth< for, eypr*;wl)0se 
ominion is an everjast^^oinittin^ 

fifrpintgenevatiq^togei^radonf. , , , 

VAnJ'alfthe. inhajbi^ni^ 

notbiqg: and Hfe dpeth accordiD^to his will in>the a%* 
pay orheaven, and among the inhabitantoNof .th^earth.t. 
and none-caj& staj^^ 

dcte8tth0U? i , •-. ,r| , t # ..ii| ".!,, 

, At the same time mv r^asjpn.^etun^damtAJJi^.aad* 




neft re^rned unto me r ;, f ai&n^ 

kmgdbm, and excellent ^^itoju^ippp JKfc*„ s 
; J$y rHebu^ 

tfe J£f$Q$ UWffX, ^^f^^ 

%ways ju^enV^di^e^O}^^ , in^i^ in 
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BHledbr^urftttfieMar hfrnseT^ to acfenciwfe'dtge the ; 
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How wonderful were the dispensations of Divine 
Providence towards this famous monarch, who, in the 
power of the Supreme Qovernor, unknowingfy, went 
forth to punish those nations who had 6Ued up the 
measure of their iniquity! 

This section is particularly calculated to suppress the 
pride of princes, hy teaching them that their being ex- 
ahed over their fellow-creatures is no invariable sign 
that they are the peculiar favourites of heaven, or pos- 
sessed of extraordinary worth ; fbr sometimes the Most 
H*gh setteth up the basest of mankind 1 , especially when' 
he means to employ them as scourges to wicked nations. 

It likewise contains an excellent admonition to suclr 
prmce&as have provoked Divine justice by the enor-. 
mity pf their own conduct. The most' effectual mea>' ; 
sure they can pursue, in order to prolong their tranquil- 
lity, is to break off' their sins by righteousness, and their 
iniquities by shewing mercy fo the poor,' • *• /; ■ f - 

How it came about, that Nebuchadnezzar did not ap- 
ply first to Daniel, is uncertain; but we may suppose 1 
the prophet was absent ffom Babylon' at. that time, and 
die ldng imagined the magicians could ^interpret for 
him, as he was able tb relate 4 the dre^mtd J t^em. rf J)&\ 
fifel'* exposition is very easy to be understood': by the; 
matcher, or holy one, is supposed to be meant an angel/ 
Nebuchadnezzar is thought to have been. seized with 
sudden distraction of mind; and during its continuance 
to have been in a most deplorable state, unfit for the so- 
ciety or converse of mankind, and levelled With the" 
beasts who have no understanding. Whether he actually 
eat grass, qr was restrained to q, yegftab)^ diet, is un- 
certain; but, from the scripture account of the extra- 
ordinary growth of , his hair and nails, it is likely that 
he wandered from home in desert places tilt his reason 
was restored ; at which time he is supposed to have re- 
turned 
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turned. to hkkingdonv when his son, wbo had governed 
in his stead, resigned the throne to him, and his nobles 
gladly received; him again; as' he was honoured and re- 
spected by them. Nebuchadnezzar is said to have lived 
a year afterwards : he reigned between forty-three and 
forty -rfour year*.* 

Prom Nebuchadnezzar's own words we may con* 
elude, that he at length became a convert to the Lord, 
the only true Gq»» , Various means had been employed 
to engage him tp leave his idolatrous practices, and they 
proved at last effectual : he had, therefore, reason to blest 
the Lord for his humiliation, as in all probability it 
proved the means of saving his soul from perdition* 

On the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-merodach, Jut 
son, succeeded to the kingdom Of Babylon./ 

SECTION LI. ' 

THE KXNDWESS OF HVIL'MBRODACH TO JEHOIACHIN 

KING OF JUDAH. 

. Prom 2 -Kings, Chap. xx^i. ' 
>< And It came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year 
of the f > captivity of ' Jehoiachin • king of Judah, in the 
twelftn'montb, on the seven and twentieth day of the 
month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year 
that he began to reign, did lift up the head of Jehoia- 
chin king of Judah out of prison ; 

And he spake kindly to him, and set histhrone above 
the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon ; 

And changed his prison garments ; and he did eat 
bread continually before him all the days of his life. 

And -his 'allowance was a continual allowance given 
him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all the days 
of his life. • ' 

ANNOTATIONS And REFLECTIONS. 
Whether this reverse of fortune in the Jewish mo- 
narch was sent as a reward for his penitence we are not 

14 * told; 
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: Up^fitbei^eBifc of Jehw^ki, Sala«hietn&fi<jftbe* 
came the nominal prince of the Jews m'4foitito&s fcr, : 
aflst tbedbam&their authority, diey *«» kept'ttp the 
titter aaifcus a^g*eakroa»y years the** wa#ytary<rb»e > 
fi£t&febnuBD«f Da^i^ who wag honored arid %drrrcr^- 
kdfeedcas {fcprinoevi and** thfc nameHtf <fche< ^twf tfihg 

wthtbex&fiKrhment they w** under, ^hi6h was some- 
tiraea<natifie4 «d confir»e<iby the kmgs of that oron-* 

When Evjtan0N>dat& had. reigned 'twfryeto' hi Ba- 
bylon, his crimes m£o>r^ w.>ta|eful, that at length 
ev^t^p^n r^^,coj^re4vig*i^^ 
him to death. Neriglpsar, ,his<8i##rjs husband, who was 
at the hea4 of tl^cpnspiur^cj* r^gne&ipjus stead. 

9*f W^#«4iv.¥^d ^uj^tfciyjjb q^Wgut^iimir 
^GawftSFjjFiH^ ?£i$#tt fl»A Afefttottl iter dagta 

age, and Darius was fo^o^, TJW%©r«^^^^aUe4aaj 

(W^^yStW^r^^We^i,, (V f .. VJJ > * :^j„ ..*': 1..,/. 

cjAw^iqadfrff^ *,^ n wifc« ; the 

Mede^ H J^^.ff^ftJ ^ 1 ^^ ^ Qfi ib%i^itt«8wi 

Yaiwt# : t)#y,$^ gfe 

neral of the Medes, and sent him with the jqi&tfitffcqs, 
of botly^jo^a^ ni^wa^a^a^^^^^ r ..From 




Persia; which, wcAr tiw^c^aWfrfes h© hfcd^ljbew*^ 
iMd« up-dfe ftrw» emfriw?, r dfrwtM^ li^^Httf* tke 
ffiliw iiiiiftytimaHfarch; ^ '•• ""- 

It has already been shewn, that Cyrus wasJapfMOMfeti* 
bffrtth^ La|tfp U> ntfipiei tfaml iaathwrntfiii* ; land. 
I^^jfqany^aiKlM^to^po^ta^d^ Urn bjihtunei 
It has also been shewn, th^iin>mdoa tiakb&pmpi&el 
snwfeof th$ ppople wJrifat i*h€aptfafity, endoMrfagert£.<iir 
fkith and*Wfrn»*GrQftfc> mrt ifwwtiPOfta IheifcitateiifaDlafe 
trous practices, the Lord graciously revealed to them, 
at different times, by. m^ans of Wfvpfop^s, Jtyat he 
would, "at the end of seventy years, bring them back to 
Judea,; thatjthey. should .rebuild .ti^ir,cjty,; : and.ojpe 
more be ia a nro^perous condition/ ft, w^ ; likewise 
predicted flj^tr Babylon should be subdue^ a* k'toadh 
subdued other . nations* These- prop}*p<2ies<are <vory *««*; 
maykahle^^nd may he seen in tijejfojjowiagtseolioiu . 

SECTION Lit - 

:W**iCyiO$*»a*LATtKG TOTH.E DOWFAXL Of 

a t 

TiWj»«akli'thfeLoRi> tdhSs anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right* h*tfd'I ^aV^hoMeri^osuhdh^ nations befdre him>." 
^dPlt^^*'k>ofieff* : lhins*dF 1 kmgs; to open before him/ 
tbt-tw) toftv^d'^rfe*, anfd the gates shall not be shut ; '* 
' IsmU%6 before thee; and make 'the brooked places 
st*a%fct:- Inbreak' fri piebes^e gates of brass, anil' * 
cut* ifc sift&er the bars of Iron : 

Audi <will j give thee the treasures, of darkness,, and' 
Iiiddenjrfches of- secret 'plates, tHtlt Ithou mayest know 
itarl the L^, which efcll thee'by thy nanie, am tte 
Go^offeraeL ••■' •••■ '\ "' 

15, Bob- 
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For Jacob my servant'* sake, and Israel mine elect, I \ 
have even. called thee by thy name's I have surnamed • 
thee, though thou hast not known me. . 
• lam the Lord, and there is none, elae, there is no 
god beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not* 
known me: » . 

That they may know from the rising of the sun, and' •, 
from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the * 
Lord and there is none else. * 

I form the light, and create darkness : I make peace, 
and create evil. I the Loud do all these things. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We shall soon see that this prediction was literally 
and circumstantially fulfilled. The prophecy relating 
to Cyrus was 'uttered nearly 200 years before he was 
born into the world, and has justly engaged the atten- 
tion of heathens as well as christians. How admirably 
is the divine prescience displayed in every page of the 
prophetic writings ! ' 

Cyrus was a very extraordinary person, grfeatly dis- 
tinguished amongst his contemporaries for wisdom, va- 
lour, an^i virtue,; .but .his highest encomium is, that he 
was thought worthy by the Lord to dispense his bless- 
ings to the house of J^cob., r Neriglissar, hearing that 
Cyrus was coming against him with a very great army 
to the assistance of the Medes, sent ambassador tp Ly- 
dia, and other nations, to call them tp his ak]U- after 
both parties had been for three years forming alliances, 
and making preparations for war, they, with their con-, 
federates, took the field. Neriglissar was slain, the As- 
syrian army routed, and Cyrus gained the victory. 

Croesus, king of Lydia, being next in dignity to Ne- 
riglissar, took the command of the vanquished army* 

and 
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and made as good a retreat with it as he possibly could ; 
but Cyrus overtook -it* and entirely routed it; upon 
which Croesus made the best of his way into his own: 
country. .!.«•- 

The death of Neriglissar was a great loss to the Baby- 
lonians, for he was a very learned and excellent prince* 

Laborosoarchod, his son, succeeded him : he wai in 
every thing the reverse of his father ; and addicted him* 
self to all kinds of wickedness, cruelty, and injustice* 
Cyrus gained great advantages during the reign of this 
king, who was killed about nine months after he came 
to the crown by the conspiracy of his own people* After 
him succeeded Belshazzar, who is supposed to have been 
grandson to Nebuchadnezzar, and son to Evil-merodach. 
He was very young when he ascended the throne, and of 
a dissolute turn of mind; but his mother Nitocri^, who 
was a woman of excellent understanding, and a mascu- 
line spirit, whilst her son devoted himself entirely to 
his pleasures, undertook the principal part of the go- 
vernment, and did all that human prudence could sug- 
gest for the preservation of the kingdom. Nitocris used 
her utmost endeavours to fortify the country against the 
Medians ; but Cyrus made great progress in taking for- 
tresses, towns, and provinces: therefore the king of Ba- 
bylon went into Lydia, and there formed a considerable 
confederacy by hiring auxiliary forces, over which he 
appointed Croesus general, who went against the enemy; 
bat Cyrus put him to flight, and he returned to Sardis^ 
were the conqueror closely besieged him, and after a 
short time took the city, oiade him prisoner, and con- 
demned him to death, but was induced by compassion 
to spare his life. Cyrus was so successful in arms that he 
conquered several other nations: and, having greatly 
enlarged his dominions, again entered Assyria, and 
marched on towards Babylon, that being the only place 

16 '- . in 



in-ibe eaa* wjtfcfc {tenant .agawtbjm; ^^^r^ft 
oyercpmjj Be^h^zzacinii batde^ her abut him, up. in hi* 
capiUlsr tljas;h^jj)^ed^iii» the sixteenth yea*, of .Jfck 
shazzar 9 * reign. The Babylonian empire was now, dfffvp> 
ro#vt<* a, concision, and the ^u4gwen0 rf.&qft were 
ready fo; execution. Before we proceed . Wiethe jus* 
tory it will t he proper to -ead aom* of. the. predictions 
concemmg.-ttofremarkable revolution. 



SECTION LIIL 

M^DICTIONS CONCERNING BA9YLOK. 

• ' ' ' Prom Jtr* Chap. li. 

Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will raise up against 
lllabylon, and against them that dwell in the midst of 
them; that rise up against me, a destroying wiud ; 

And will send. unto Babylon fanners that shall fan 
her, and shall empty her land; .for in the day of trou- 
( 'hjc they shall be against her round .about. 

Against him that bendeth let the archer bend his 
bow, and against him that lifteth himself up in his 
brigandine : and spare ye not her young men : destroy 
ye utterly all her host. 

Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, 
*nd they that are thrust through in her streets. 

for Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of h» 
€foD y . of. the Lord of hosts; 'though their land was 
filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel. 

Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every 
man his soul; be not cut off in her iniquity; for this i» 
the* time of the Lord's vengeance: he win* render 
uhto her a recompence. 

' In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord* the 
child? ear of Israel shall come > they and the children of 

Judah 
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They shall ask the way to Zioa with their faoeatU* 

l«m& »* pe*|Mtf*al covenant that*h&y not be fergotfcifc. 

My people ha&been lost she#p: thejr shepherds hare 
caused tbewto gp ajftray, they ha*e turned th^m away 
on tha ttwwtjHfflfl ; they hay*, ge&e from mouaUin t0 
hill, they have forgotten their resting pjaccw 

All that found them have devoured them: and their 
adversaries said* We offend not; because thfey have 
sinned against the Lord, the habitation of justice ; 

even the Lord, the hope of their fathers. 

. . . 

Remove out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth* 
out of the lands of the Chaldeans, and be as the he- 
goats before the flocks. 

And I will punish Bel in Babylon, and I will bring 
forth out of his mouth that which he hath swallowed 
lip : and the nations shall not flow together any more 
unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall. 

My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver. 
ye every man his soul from the fierce anger of the Lord. 

And lest your heart faint, and ye fear for the rumour 
that shall be heard in the land; a. rumour shall both 

* 

come one year, and after that in another year shall come 
a.ntmaurf and violence is the land,, ruler against ruler* 

Therefore, behold, the days come that I will do judg- 
ment upon the graven images of Babylon: and her 
whole land shall be confounded, and all her slain shall 
fell in the midst of her* 

Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is there- 
in r shall sing for. Babylon:, for the spoilers shalf comet 
tmto hex from the north* saith the Lord. 

As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to fall, so 
at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the earth. 

Ye 



* 
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Hfe that have escaped the sword, go away, stand not 
still: remember the Lord afar off, and let Jerusalem: 
come into your mind. 

We are confounded, because we have heard reproach;' 
shame hath covered our faces: for strangers are come 
into the sanctuaries of the Lord's house. 
. Wherefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord/ 
that I Will do judgment upon her graven- images, and* 
through all her land the wounded shall groan. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

How gracious was the Lord, in thus giving intima- 
tion of his designs, that his faithful people might escape, 
and not be involved in the ruin of Babylon ! From this 
circumstance it evidently appears, that their being sent 
into captivity was a mercy f and that his chastisements of 
them differed from judgements, as being designed to 
amend and not to destroy** In this manner God still, 
continues to act towards his servants, correcting them 
like a tender father, only to make them lit objects of 
his mercy and loving kindness. 



, SECTION LIV. 

PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE PALL OP BABYLON. 

From Jer. Chap. 1, 1L — Isaiah % xv. xlvii. 

For lo, I will raise, and cause to come up against 
Babj Ion an assembly of great nations from the north 
country: and they shall set themselves in array against 
her: from thence he shall be taken: their arrows shall 
be as of a mighty expert man: none shall return in 
vain* 

* Isaiah xxvii. 7, ice. 

And 



t Apd { ^alfe a^hall be a spo&i all thatspo&her t&a& 
be satisfied, saith the Lord. 

Because ye were glad, because he rejoiced, ,Oye de- 
stroyers of mine heritage, because ye'are grown tat, a» 
the heifer at grass, and bellow as bulls ; 

Behold, I am against thee, O thou most proud, saith r 
the Lord God of hosts: for thy dayB come, the time 
that I will visit thee. ••••»' 

And the most proud shall stumble, and fall, and none, 
shall raise him up; and I will kindle a fire in the cities, 
and it shall devour all round about it. > 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; The children of Israel 
and the children of Judah were oppressed together ; and 
all that took them captives held them fast; they refused; 
to let them go. , 

T heir Redeemer is strong ; The Lord of hosts is his* 
name; he shall thoroughly plead their cause, that he 
may give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants*', 
of Babylon. 

A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith the Lord, and' 
upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, 
and upon her wise men. 

A sword is upon the liars; and they shall dote: a 
sword is upon her mighty men, and they shall be dis- 
mayecu . 

A sword is upon their horses, and upon their eha- 
riots, and upon all the mingled people that are in the 
midst of her ; and they shall become as women t a 
sword is upon her treasures; and they shall be robbed*' 

A drought is upon her waters; and. they shall be 
dried up : for it is the land of graven images, and they! 
are mad upon their idols. 

Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild, 
beasts of the islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall 
dwell therein: and it shall be nozftore. inhabited for 

ever; 
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generation. ..l , , . » . /.j .- 

- At? (&d< overthrew* m&^<m&Gmtitt&? 4etthlie 
rmtf^r ci$<&m*e<*% ^h*E^tk>i«« -fta'^slftll^^ 
man abide there, *^W fftteft'^^ ftd^t>f } mte tfwfcrr 1 
the***. »- * •''" .'■ ; - s ' l »-' r: 

Behdld, a ptfcpi e- «iWPcWae *ft*n% A^ft»ta$ifcatfj|? 
great nation, and many kings shall be*ft&d$iljpMft>m life* 

< They M-Mi tfcfe- be* a%ilN%e litn^ fl^-aW* 
cruel, and will not-ahW'merdy; ^r^rti&MH%ta?» 
Ifte tHe'sea? a^ th^y* shall ride 1 tr^H^dwteSj e^e¥}f^ne 
pat' in array like a m^ to the battle ^kist-th^, '<*> 
daughter ofBaBylon. ; * 

The king of Babylon hath heard the ref»#oWh%mi* 
and Ms handVwftxed feetle ; anguish took hotfl of* him.. 

Bahold, he shall come-up Uke a Ko«i ftektf&e sw«l*. 
ing of Jordan untothe' habitation ^>f the strong: But- F 
will make them suddenly run away from her f and~who 
is-a chosen^man, that *rmay a^pomtdverher.^fdr' who 
is like me? and who will 'appoint metfcfe* tmie? arid* 
.who is that shepherd that will stand before me? 

Therefore hear ye the counsel of 1 the Do to tftafhe 
hath takei* against -Babylon, and his par^oses that hte* 
hath purposed against the land of the Chaldeans : sarrfy 
the least of the flock shafrdraw them out: surely he 
shall make their hafrtstion desolate wMrthem. 

At the noise of the taking of Bafoylorithe earth is* 
moved, and the cry is heard' among tHenation* 

Behold, I will sti* up the Mede* agaihBtthem, l :wh(eh. 
shall not regard silver.; and aa for gold, they shall' n6t 
delight in it. 

And Babylon, the glory of^kingdonisi thebeatiry v of 
the Chtddees' excellency, shaltbe ar#hfcn€toi> iflner- 
threw Sodom aadGomorralh 

\ I was 



; 
i 



( 184 > 

^Iw^s wrath mtfct my people, I have polluted mine 
injjeritance, and given them into thine hand:' thou 
didst shew them no mercy ; upon the ancient hast thou 
verjt heavfly laid thy yoke* 

. And thou saidst, I shall be a- lady for ever; so that 
thou, didst not lay these thing? to thy heart, neither diddt 
remember the latter end of it. 

Therefore hear now this, that, thou art given to plea- 
sures* that cb$feUest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart 
x I am, and none else beside me ; I shall not sit a* a wi* 
fow 9 neither shalMknow the loss of children. 

But these two things shall come to thee it a mo- 
ment, in one day : the loss of children and widowhood ft 
^ejps^aU. come upon thee in tljsir- p^irfectje* for; the 
ip^tude of< thy sorceries, and for the great afcundww 
of thine inchantments. . 

u F c Qr tfaqu h,ast .trusted in tty, wicke49#?s; tfcu* bast 
said, None, see^i me.. Thy wisdom and thy linowkdfe 
it, hath , pervertedf thee : and thou, hast said in thin* 
heart^I^, and none else besides me. 

Therefore shall evil come upon thee ; thou shalt no* 
kflpw &0i$ v wben.ee i it riseth : and mischief stall fall 
i^non $ee^ tfrpu jehalt not be able te put i*;off»> ajad? 
desolation- s^iaU come upon thee suddenly* wJ|ieh' thai* 
4)ia|tnot biow. ..,, 

Stand now with thine* iij^hflnttnente, mi with- thfer 
^titudepf|^ t sorperies,.whejcein thou hapt laboured 
frqin^by^yputl^fjf^soibe'thou shalti be able to* profits 
if so be thou maye^prevaiL . ' , . 
..X^^artwearie^m.Uie n^wltitude of thy counsels, 
^Cjfcnow ,#he,astroJqgers t th^jStw gaters, the monlMy 
Pj^gn^e4cators, stand up.andsa^e thee freap these tiling* 
thaf; shalj come upon thee. 44 , . 

Behold, they shall be as stubble ; the fire shall burn 

them ; 
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them ; they shall not deliver themselves from the power 
of the flame ; there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor 
fire to sit before it. v ' "' ' 

Thus shall they be unto thee -with whom thou hast 
laboured, even thy merchants from thy youth : they 
shall wander every one to his quarter ; none shall save 
thee. ~- 

• O thou that dwellest upon *hany waters._abundant in 
treasures, thine end is come, and the nJHpre of thy' 
covetousness. ^ / 

The Lord of hosts hath sworn by himself, saying,* 
Surely I will fill thee with men as with caterpillars; 
and they shall lift up a shout against thee. 

He hath made the earth by his power, he hath esta-* 
blished the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched* 
out the heaven by his understanding. 
• When he uttereth his : voice, there is a multitude of 
waters in the heavens; and he causeth, the vapours to 
atederidfrom the ends of the earth :' he maketh light- 
nings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his* 
treasures.' ' ,i; "-° ' ' " 4 -^ '* y: ' " : - ; 

»« Everyman is brutSh by fife knowledge : every found- v 
er is donfaunded by the graven • image i- for his molten r 
image is falsehood, and there is no bream in them. ' * * 
They are vanity, the work of errors : in the time oF 
their visitation they shall perish. 

And I will render unto Babylon, and to all the inha- 
bitants of Chaldea, all their evil that they have done 
in Zion, in your sight, saith -the Lord. 

Behold, I am against thee> O destroying mountain, 
saith the Lord, which destroy est all the earth : and I 
will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt* 
mountain. 

And 



( 187 ) 

And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, 
nor a stone for foundations ; but thou shalt be desolate 
for ever, saith the Lord. 

Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, and 
though she should fortify the height of her strength; 
yet from me shall spoilers come unto her, saith the 
Lord. 

For thus saith the Loan of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor, it r is 
time to thresh her : yet a little while, and the time of 
her harvest shall come. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

These predictions are selected from the propheoies of 
Isaiah and Jeremiah: .those of the first were, written: 
ISO years befyrq the. captivity of Judah, when the Medea 
were 9 v$ry inconsiderable people, fornnng only a pro-" 
vince.of the Syrian empire* . ....„■ 

We find from these, prophecies, that- one; .principal, 
cause for which God determined to send such signal 
judgments on the Babylonians, was, that He foresaw: 
they would ajjuse the* power* He should put into their 
hands, and insult over those whom he shpuld sjiU eon* l 
sider as His people* This does not seem to , have bferv 
the case so much under the Jarst kings of Babylon, to 
whom the Jews were in subjection ; but it will appear, 
tohavebe&i very particularly so in respect to ..the last 
who was suffered to reign. This, indeed was, not .the 
only crime which the Lord foresaw the Babylonians 
would be guilty of; Divine prescience perceived a num-> 
ber pf others which would contribute to nil the .mea- 
sure of their iniquity, particularly that of idolatry. . . > 
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SECTION. Ly»r ?. ... 

THE PRQPHETIC COMMANDS OF THE! LORtt Oft flpflM 
CONCERNING THE DESTRUCTION 0* BABaftOK* . 

. ': • . 

Put yourselves, in array against Babylon round about* 
all ye that bend the bow shoot at her, spguce nQ arrcps^Sf 
for she hath sinned against the Lord. 

Shout against her ijound about : sher Jiftth) gfren her 
hand : her foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown 
ctewii t for it is the vengeance of the LoraV tiakir Ven- 
geaate upon her ; as shfe hath done, doimfeA-lto'j ; ' 

Cut off the-sower rVomBab^louj and! hito tihafc hinfcl 
le* tlie.itf&d^ 

pressing sword they shall turhievei'y ofnefo Ms* £eo£*eV 
sfad they^shafl } flee every one tMife own' laM: 

G<> up against the 1 fend'of MferattWiA; even again* 1 
it; arid against the inhabitants of*I*ei&d; wafete and^n*. 
iferiydeatroy after them; feaifti thd EdRri,ah11 dfraccdrd-* 
in#to afl'thaWhare commanded thee. ■ ' : ;' «' '""']' 

Tne ^^rd natff^Aed^ armouryiaMSatfiibrbtlgBt? 
Mtfc rite weapons of^life 1 indfj^aftibWi f^r 1 tHfirts-tMd> 
wwkctf the £oftf>Gbb*Of hostlr in the lahtf of*flie* 

ttmid^s: ' ; '' ^' 

* Cohie a^ffnsthet' frbm the ufehbAenbrd^,-6rjte f^ 
rttere Tiouae* : cafet her uj* as yek^^BMtof Be* ut^ 
terry ilet natnmgoHier be 1 left- ' ' al .•'•'-'*;■«' -■•«' 

fifey affher butlodtir ; Ietthtem go ftfwtf ta^dattgB* 1 
ter : woa unto tftfem ! ffir their % hrcririW, flte-dSrJr of 
their visitation* 

Call together the archers against Babylon : aH ye that 
bepd thejtow, camp against it round about; let none 

thereof 
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thereof .escape: recompense* ter according to her work; 
accqjciing to alltbat^e hath 'done, do unto her: for 
tile, h&cl J^en^rpud qgainst the Ix>jai>, against the Holy 
Que of -Israel. 

Therefore aballher. ypung men fall in the street*, and 
ajlj^er.m^nof war shall be .cut «ff in that day, saith 
the Lord. 

, : JVIake jbright ,the tyrows; gather the shields : the 
I4p^n.b|ithrai8ed,up.^he spirit of the kings of the 
M^^ 8 -' v&FiW 8 ',^*^* 8 agafeftBalgion, to destroy it ; 
because it^$ta*apgawce.<o£die Loud, the vengeance 
of his. teiqpte* 

, Set up tfie .standard upon the walls ofBabylon, make 
the w^tch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the 
anabu^hes;ibr the Lord hath, both devised and done that 
which he spake against the inhabitants of Babylon* 

Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet 
among the nations, prepare the nations against -her, call 
together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Mini, and 
Asltchenaz ; appomta captain against her, cause the 
lM)rs6s to come up as the rough caterpillers. 

Prepare against "her the nations with the kings of the 
Itytadea, the isaptAms- thereof, and all the rulers thereof, 
Mid tilUhe landof hjs' dominion. 
• .And the Jand shall tremble and sorrow : for every 
purpose ofihe Lord shall be performed against Baby- 
lon, to make the land of B^^jjpna desolation without 
an inhabitant. 

The mighty, men, p£ B$>yJon feye fojtebflrne to fight, 
they have remained in their holds; their might hath 
failed, they became- a^ Women : they have burned her 
dwelling-places ; her bars are broken. 

jQae post shall run to meet another, and onemessen* 
gentOMfrieet another, to shew the king of Babylon, that 
hit City is- Wtel at 1 One end ; ' 

. .'* * And 
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And thatthe passages are stopped, and the reeds they 

have burned with fire, and the men of war are affrighted. 

■ In their heat I will make their feasts, and I wOl 

make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep 

a perpetual sleep j and not wake, saith the Lord. 

I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, 
like rams with he goats. 

And I will make drunk her princes,- and her wise 
jm?n,her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: 
.and they^ shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, 
tsaith the king,- whose name is The Lord of hosts. \ 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; The broad walls of 
•Babylon 'shall be utterly broken, and -her high gates 
shall be burned with fire ; and the people shall labour 
in vain, and the folk in the fire; and they shall be 
weary. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

How awful it is to read these commands of the Lord 
pf Hosts, to assemble the forces destined for his service 
in the destruction of Babylon ! The description is so 
lively, that it is needless to comment on it. 

, The circumstances mentioned in this section were 
literally fulfilled, as we shall shortly read. It will be 
proper to recal the attention of the reader to Belshaz- 
?ar, whom we left closely besieged in Babylon. 

SECTION LVL 

THE REIGN. OF BRLSHAZZAR. 

From Daniel, Chap. v. 

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a- thou- 
sand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 
Belshazzar, whilst he tasted the wine, commanded to 

bring 
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bring die golden and silver vessels, which his father 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which 
was in Jerusalem : that the king, and his princes, his 
wives, and his concubines, might drink therein* 

Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken 
put of the temple of the house of £roi> which was at 
Jerusalem ; and the king, and his princes, his wives, 
and his concubines; drank in them. 
< They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and 
of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood and of stone. 
. In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister 
of the wall of the king's palace : and the king saw the 
part of the hand that wrote. 

; Then the king's countenance was changed, and his 
thoughts troubled him, so that the . joints of his loins 
were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 

The king cried out to bring in the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake 
and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall 
read this writing, and shew me the interpretation there- 
of^ shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of 
gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler ia the 
kingdom. 

Then came in all the king's wise men : but they 
could not read the writing, nor make known to the 
king the interpretation thereof. 

Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his 
countenance was changed in him, and his lords were 
astonished*. 

Now the queen by reason of the words of the king 
and his lords, came into the banquet-house : and the 
queen spake, and said, O king, live for ever : let not 
thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be 
changed. 

There 
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There is atfwtrt in thy kingdom, m wltom k 'Ae *J& 
lit of the holy gods ; *rid in the days of thy fkltief tight 
anil understanding and- wisdom, Mke'the-^Mdm 6f Hh& 
gods, wa*fbund m Vim ; Whom the 'king l Nefeuc%ad- 
neaaar thy ftfther, the king, I day thy fajfcfer, Aide 
toaster of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, anil 
soothsayers; « '» ,: ' 

Forasmuch as an excellent spirit and kitowiettge ea&t 

onder«iandiDg, interpretation of dreams, a^d 'slewing 

of hard sentences, anddtssolving of doubts, were^ottnd 

m the skme Daniel, whom the king named EeWsftaz- 

aar. iNowiet Danielle waited, and he will shfetf &tv 

interpretation. ' ' ' ' <n • 

Then was Daniel brought in before the king. Arid 

#ie king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that 

Daniel which art of the children of the captivity -gFUvl* 

' dfthj'wiwm'the king my* 'father brought but oftfewfy.' 

'f helve heard of thee that the spiritofthe gods'ls'-in 

thee, and that H^ht and understanding tM exceBtet 

wisdom is in tf*ee. 

^ndhow^iheiwise men, the astrologers, 'have been 
brbtfgfct in before me, that they should' reid thfe -wtrt- 
ing, and -make known unto me the ' interprfctatiolrr 
thereof ; but they could not' shew the interpretatttm'tof 
tKe&ing. : ;, ' : y : - il } 

Antflfrare heard ttf thee-Aat thou ^canst make in- 4 
terpretations, and dissolve dotfbts' i' now* if ttrou latest : 
read the writing, arid rriaffe know* td'rtie'the* mtfcrpre- 
tiftieri tiiereof, thoti shalt he* clothed ivith scarleti' 'and * 
have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shah be ^he : 
third rtfler in > the kingdom.' « * ,5 

Then Daniel answered and sakfbeforetke kmg,I#£ 
( thy gifts be to thyself, and give *hy rewards to an- * 
other: yet I will reed' the writing' uirtb the 'kwg^ and 
make known to him the interpretation thereof. • '•• 

: /• ' O th0U 
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. © WuJu king, the most high Gob gave Nebuchadnez- 
cor thy lather a kingdom, aad majesty, and glory, and 
^honour? 

. Aad for the majesty that he gave him, aH people, 
nations, andlangnages, trembled and feared before him: 
whom h# wo«ld hosier and whcwii he would he kept 
alive, and whom he would he set qp, and whom he 
would he put down. 

But when )( hia heart was lifted op, and hk mkid 
hardened*? pride, he was deposed from his kingly 
thione, and they took his glory from himi 

And he was driven from the sons of men, and has 
lieart was made like the beasts, and his .dwelling was 
with the wild assess thejied him with grass like oxen; 
andhisbody was wet with the due of heaven; till he 
kaewtbat the moat high God ruled in die kingdom of 
men, and that he appointethover it whomsoever he will. 

And thou, his son, OBelshazzar, hast not humbled 
thine heart* though thou knowest aH this.: 

But tast lifted up. thyself against the Lord of heaven, 
aad they have brought the Teasels of his house before 
thee, and thou and thy lords, thy; wives and concubines 
have drunk wine in them, and thou hast praised the 
gods of silver and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor know : and the GOD in 
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified* 

Then waa the part efthe hand sent " from Mm, and 
this writing was written. And this te the writing that 
was written t MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

This isthe interpretation of the thing : MENE ; Gon 
hath numbered thy kingdanvand finished it. TEKEL, 
thou Art weigtedin'the balances, and art found want- 
ing. PERES ; thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Persians. 
" '-VouWk K Then 
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. Then coinmandedB^haiaary and they clothed Ba. 
fijel wkh scarlet, and put a chain of. gold about his 
neck, and made a proclamation concerning hhn thathg 
6iiX>uld^^ihatWrdTiifermth^ i kh^dom. 



- *; 



It has already been observed that -BctS&ariffcr^afrfeStSl 
* w*afeiftUlT£wr^ 

thm : ihiivkc«^r ^frtr'^M wtetf' king t#c&&l 'tiatffc" bfc&fr 
revelling andl&stiHg, wjfen hie ^tyfcHd4?iAgioi&WMl* 
ainUtfe very brink offtunf tafid what wic&dftfess cAild 
exceed the iacnfe^otte afterlife COniWiitteaV m profA*rift£ 
the*aen&d vtn^lsin.s&contdn^ 
wfesfhe {rhnopli of his impio^ii tbrrth t the senteacfe :<*f 
condemnation ippearcfd iniegiUe characters, and^strwck 
fcisrguflty mind with astoniBhment^and terror, even be* 
fore* he knew the jmrport of them*. 

Daniel, it improbable, (haViftg received rid^rticular 
jcomtnenld from the Lcrauto gototBddhazzar)/<kept at 
a distance from this sceneof ribt*dnd*proftin«n®^ ; petf* 
haps he wa&gone to- rest, or engagdd in^prdyer \ or h& 
might, though reckoned' among the voisemm; stay -awayv 
aa the king sent only fQrthdlmj^V^tfn* and rtetrobogers. 
' The queen, who entered the, banquetirtg-rOOm, was 
"Nitocris,' the king's motHer, who was called queen by 
way of eminence, because she hid ihe 'management of 
the kingdom ; 'Bebhazfear being so' entirely inattentive 
to it, that he did bof. even know Daniel, though he "wafe 
.one of the ministers of state ;~ but Nitocris, who con- 
stantly employed him, knew him "well v * and perhaps, it 
was Jiy his adyice, thafe-ahergdverhed Ayte-so^much wis- 
dom and prudence, and'pveie^ved'tfe.'kiiigdoin to her 
wn.lpr so iaaan^ yfckrs» 

jSECTJQN 
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- SECTION LVIT. 

; TH»#A1,L OF BABYL*>1*» ■«* 

♦ . JFrom hamky Chap* xlv, ;xlvL--Jfer. Chap* H» 

; Akd the Lord, as he had promised, held the right 
hand of Cynis to subdue nations before him ; he went' 
before him to ore^k in pieces the gates of brass, and to 
cut in sunder the bars o£ iron. 

"To give'niiri thg treasures of iforkrfe'ss, ' and /hiddeii 
riches of secret places, that Cyrus might-know, that the 
LoRDuwho-ceHed hka by his name, was v thc Gop of Is- 
rael/ ' 

, TIjoLqbd frustrated tfcfi -tokens of .the liafs, and 
made jdi*jjjN^,rotf ; he r .feun\ed wis£men,J#ckward, 
and J^a^-t^eji knowledge foolish. . 

ije^confirmed-the words 'of his servants, and per- 
formed the counsel of bis messengers.. 

He said tothe4eep> Be^ry A and dried "up the .river' 

.of Babylon. •;,..". 

One post ran to meet another, and one messenger to 

jDOtee^anotber, to shew £he, feing of Babylon, that hif 

xity ^Y?s,.t3k&n<*t one end. > . y . 

.* ;Tl^tt^pp^gcs>vejre^pped, ji»d the. reeds burnt 

jlrith fixe, and theraen of war. affrighted. 

The rajghty f) m^.pf fipbjlon forbore to fight, they 

.remained in^heir string holds, theirmight ( foiled, they 

.became as women. 

Her iprinjces her, wise men, her f&ptains, and her 

rulers, were drunken ; they fell into a perpetual x sleep, 

from wftfeh they neve* awaked, For the king whose 

name is the Lord of Hosts had ordained it. ' 

Tiie broad walls of Babylon were utterly broken, her 

high gates were burnt with fire, the. people laboured in 

tain, and die folk in the fire, till they were weary* * 

K 2 
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for in that night wa&Salstupzar the icing of the Chal- 
cleans taken and slain* 

And Darius Ahe Median took the kingdom, being 
about threescore and two years old. 

Bel bowed down, Nebo stooped ; they could not de- 
liver their people, they themselves went into captivity. 

Come and sit down in the dust, O virgin daughter of 
Babylon, sit on the ground ; there is no throne, 
daughter of the Chaldeans : thou shalt no more be 
caHed tender and delicate. Thou shalt no more be 
called the Lady of Kingdoms* ! 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

The foregoing section is the prophetic account of the 
taking of the famous city of Babylon : no otber history 
is given of it in sacred writ/ nor was any other neces- 
sary, because there is no reason tQ doubt but that what 
the Lord had said should come to pass, actually did so$ 
and indeed the completion of the predictions of the pro- 
phets is strongly confirmed by the relations given by 
heathen authors* 

Herodotus and Xenophon, two ancient writers, in- 
form us that Cyrus found the siege of Babylon a very 
difficult work at first, for the walls were high and im- 
pregnable, the city was well furnished with men, and 
fully supplied with all kinds of provisions for twenty 
years, as they had a great deal of void ground within 
their walk, both for pasture and tillage ; and the inha- 
bitants, thinking tiiemselves secure, defied and derided 

- * it will be perceived thai I f have taken * Kberty with the teit 
In this section *. but ; at it appears even fron^ heathen /authors, that 
the circumstances predicted by the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah 
v«re literally fuiaiied, I thought there would be no impropriety in 
changing the tenses, so as to make them the historians of this 
wonderful event. 

- Cyrttf 
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Cyrus from flieir bulwarks. However he persisted" for 

• nearly twoyears, till at length gaining intelligence that 
a great annual festival was to be kept in Babylon, on 
which it was usual for the Babylonians to spend the 
whole night in drunkenness and riot, he thought it a 
proper time to surprise them, which he did, by break- 
ing down a dam that was between the river, and a 
famous canal ; by which means be drained off the wa- 
ter, so that the river soon became fordable, and two 
parties of soldiers inarching by the channel of it, and 
finding the g*tes open* they entered and advanced to 
the palace, where they slew the king. The inhabitants 
soon yielded to the conqueror, and Cyrus became mas- 
ter of the place, and thus concluded his conquests, after 

'a war of twenty-one years. His victories were so ex- 
tensive, that his empire was the greatest that had ever 
been in Asia ; and to the honour of Cyrus it is related, 

-that he conquered still more by his humanity and cour- 

* tesy than by his sword. 

Thus ended the Babylonish empire, after it had con* 
< tiftued from the reign Nabenassar 900 years, just 50 
yesrstifterNebuchadfBexzar destroyed the Temple at 
Jerusalem* The head of Gold, which Nebuchadnezzar 
dreamt of, was now broken to pieces, according to the 
prediction of Daniel*; and the stone (cut out without 
' hands) which smote it, became a great mountain, as he 
foretold. " 

Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, allowed him a joist 
thk ia die empire, and yielding htm the firtf place of 
-honour tnf it, though he was the principal agent under 
Divine Providence in obtaining it, Cyakares accord- 
ingly was called King, and distinguished by the name 
of Dtrius the Median, * 



?DnM,«»., 



r • — »-»■» "Vm • * , I 



K.S ' After 



t 



«•• 



X 1» ) 

A%*r Cyrus had settled bis affiurs Id Babylon, hi 
went to Persia; and ia hjs return through Media mar- 
ried the daughter ef Darius the Median ; Darius then 
accompanied him to Babylon ; on their ansval, they 
•took counsel together for the settling tf the whole 
empire. 

SECTION LVIII. 

fliSTORT O* TUB PERSIA* *MWRK UKJ>£ft THE JOIS* 

, GOVSftNlfcSltT OF DARI0S ANB CI* US. 

» » 

From Dm. Ckap. vL 

It pleased Darius to set oyer the kingdom an hun- 
dred and twenty princes wjueb^hould be over the whpfe 
kingdom; 

And over these three premdefcts ;j ef whom Daniel 
was first: that the princes, might giye acqoiwts unfa 
•them* and the king should havte 00 damage. 

Then ,tib»DBttfel was preferred above t^pr oadeDts 
and prince** tecfewe an ~e*eeBejal ctairit Wa$ 1n bin* ; 

• and theteng tfeought to* s&tbim over die wheJe-seahp. 

• Then the fwresideats and princes sought Jx> find occa- 
sion against Daniel concerning the kingdom ; but $ay 
tceuM ^lad ame. occasion nor fruit ; forasmuch as be 
was faithful, neither was there any error or fault #tfftd 
^n him/ • ' 1 . uT • j 

Then satd theoe m^n, We shaftjiot fa&aj$ «5ca|i^ 

• agaanstrtigs Qwfel, ex?gpt'we 4frd^fr«gBintee«a osi- 

• ceraMgthadawjrfJtis^G&Bt . *>;'-*•' 

?}>etohete!]K6^^ 
to the king, and said thus unto bun? King Darius, Use 
lor ever. 

. AD |he presidents of the kingdom, the governors, 
jaaA'the^priaces, the counsellors, and the captains, have 

consulted 
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consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to 
make a firm decree, ihafc whosoever shall ask a petition 
of any god or man for thirty days, saye of thee, O king, 
he shall be cast into the den of lions. 

Now Oking, establish the decree, and sign the writ- 
ing, that; it be not changed} according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which aKereth not. 

Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the' 



Now when Daniel knew that the writing was sign* 
ed y he went into his house: and bis windows being 
opeiun. his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. * 

Then these men assamMf rt, and found Daniel pray 
ing and making suppKcationbefc^ 

. Then they came near, >an& spake before the king- , 
concerning the king's decree. Hast tbod not signed a 
decree tfe* every majvtfcat shall ask a petition of any 
god or man within, thirty days, save of thee, king, 
shaU b^ cart into the den of lions? llie king answered 
and.said,T^*hitt$iatoie, according ia*he law of <tta? 
Medes and Persian*, which akeiethriok r j~& 

Then answered they apdaasdhe&r&the. king, Thkt 
Daniel which is tf the children a£ the captitky of Ja* i 
ds^r^gardetoiitftfeerOlring,^ 
bast signed hut ntaketb hisp«tition4hEee4uhes a day. t 
Then the king, when he heard these words, was ease- ' 
displeased with himself Ju&he jet hkfee*rt:cm r Ikefiel 
t* deliver him : ,arid1ie»libbs ^ft fti. ^ efr 

tkesun to deliver him. * '< '-' »' - ■■»•*•" 

Then these men assembHtd-Hato the king; and said" 
tthte> the king, Know, 6 king-thrft^ 4aw of tfee f 
Medes and Persians is, that no decree nor statute which > 
theHitg eet^ishirtHraay^o1iang*e«. • ' \/ — * ; 

K 4 Then 



, Then talking Commanded, au4 thjgr brought Da-> 
niel, and cast him into the den of lions* Now the- king: 
spake and said unto- Daniel* Thy God idiom thou- 
servest continually he will deliver thee. 
. And a stone was brought, and laid upon- the mouth 
ofthe den, and the king sealed it with his own signet^ 
and with the signet of&s lords; that the purpose might, 
not be changed concerning Daniel- 
Then the king went to his palace, and passed the? 
npght in fasting r. neither were* instruments of music 
brought befpre-hhn, and his sleep went from him. . 
; Then the king arose very early, in the mornings andr 
went in.haste unto the den of lions. 

And when, tie came to the den, he cried with a la- j 
mentaMe voice, unto Daniel ;jmd the;,king spake:; and 
said to Daniel, © Daniel, servantof ^he living . God, j*L 
thy God whom thou servestcontinuaUy aJMe to, detirer 
thee from tb* lions L *' - . <•.'; •/. l/ . - > 

-. 2fr<en safrDainVuitoit^ 

«;Mj ©o^Aath sent his angel and hath shut the licms^ 
ifroiutha, that . fltey have not hurt meu forasmuch i<a«->. 
bje^rehim inhocency,wasfi>i|0d hxlniea.jutd' also, be** 
■ore thee, O lung;, hareldbne.no.hjut. . ii 

* Thenwas the king exceedinggladf^rhioi, andredltt- 
manded that ihey should take Daniel up out of the denU 
Ss>f)aniel was taken up out of the- dfen*and nomaanferb 
ofjhojrfcwasibond upon him berattae he believed in Us* 

QoP. ;n.\; ....... . / 

Ao£the&Ung etomandeck and they brought those* 
maniwhmh hsAaocusedDamei^and they cast them i*to • 
the den of lions, them, their children, acid their w^ips. * : 
and th* Knnabad tfc* mantffy of thea^ and tosJEtH'&tt 
their hones in pieces, tr ever *ey came to the bottom^ 
of the den* 

Then, king Darip* wrote unto all the peopJ$, nations* 



/aijd language*, 4hat dwell in *fr the earth, Peace- be 

# nultiplied^untoyoii, 

t •. I^wa^^deis^^^B^ia^erydomknoaof my king- 
; dam, men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel; 

for he is the living Gob, and stedfast for ever, and his 
f k i ngdom that which shall never be destroyed, and his 
F dominion shall be even unto the end. 

- He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs 
. -and wondenr in heaven and in earth, who hathdeMvered 
% Daniel ftbnv the power of the lions. 

So this Daniel, prospered in the reign of Darius, and 
. in -the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

ANNOTATIONS xa* REFLECTIONS. 

Daniel was renowned throughout the east country 
. for his wJsdonK and having great experience, he was 
.certainly a very proper person, for -the high office to 
• : wJuch he was appointed^ He had been employed full 
•, sixty-fivc years as prinae minister under the kings of 

• Babylon: the high station of chief of the presidents 

- gJaced bin* next to the king in dignity* Cyrus was 
- -gonje-tQ settle soineaflaira ia§yria when the cruel plot, 

. related^ thirset^n, was ^cm > 

<* Ifri* pleasing to reaxk^ 

- Attd&l^ service* jsapt with a proper reward. The 
< jjfea«>fcwj^ post of 

* dis^^o%rft£«ct^lwK)iur<»n himself as , well as on 

Daniel* ; :„••:<•.. . 

^.^od.^p^paet could rJaot secure liim from that ea*y 
f os^HchistisuaUy t^eattra^ Unable 

- <tq bes^tte feisUaof hi» supeBip* ; mej^and impatient 
t - ta c^aiit fisr . 4 themaeJYe* th* honors wfech were to 
: B>era%^faest0w*don^ to 
fi'saatefafeK atx*oppteituaity ;of Vtf^ng him into disgrace 

\&nu KS _ with. 



'*idn&-stffe^.- $ft fib : ju# grO&A- 5f <*b1fipte»l 

could they find ; they therefore nulla l&pf&y kftittfc, 

•Kid M%rmmSi their 7 w?t*ed ends as to gl^the 

* kirig tb f^rt a decree wfcfenHwy H*d ho **>«* tfttald 

raect'hw rum; 

6ariut mifl^ed hispHde to ^VaH b¥i W&i >f6 *tef>t 
a measure which he certain^ odglit on away tfeeouftts 
to hav e rfejeciei. '■•* ' 

" Had DmM -regaWTed CHfe dieses of %orf«y poli. 
cy, he would have p&fcfcaMy icquie&eo5 ift "iShfe orders 
'-elHfte&ort, p»3 theexp^#e8hom%£to ftfe sovereign, 
and defeated the designs ef h» enemies. • Or had he 
listened to the whispers of timidity and cowardice, he 
would Tiave retired from the public eye, and formed 
•ome r prefeen6iefornot appearing 1 oeftre flie king, and 
^ve^oi«fttte^n1hi*!fwitih tfaftd^kfg his Gon-in 
eecrtt. 'But tke*hbrj prophet wtft too *»m*re and su- 
lcus a arrant 6f the Most HidH (W»*o be eftpablefcf 
desert?nghis"bause in ihe'Kour ^of &ta£*r ; or to pAy 
4fVftfe <1|ottMimo a mortal -Mfc lifeteeK No - Sooner 
#d*^fc«owTS»t*he WiMngWis %ri«l, then he 4rtbt 
tbl&tftufte, fi^olTwed Ms petition*^© the Knfe."*f 
KiHdfi, 6rf he #fe acc^Wfti^to do. Tfafet an tacti- 
lent exampteliite thi^^ood^^oph^Ieft ^•t^awii^ 
^steady defertafcteaon, *$entaitr <AK eftu^tiotf JK^oJaes 
it,to«aerfficfr*eaae, ^rofk, andhonouVj and Wfcfc Bfe 

totf,4e2»rfl§^r«^ *o 

may we derive from his miraculous deliverance! '/ 

"Wen^ftte^ the 

**ofeby tff&thftd adherence to Venous £!&*?%, 
though nrirajftAfet interpositions attnt* lofca atipated 
)tt present) vuftfe will yet ffi&tite *e%**e\ 4t amp pW- 
fciMy m fedm^'ca^s e^podo aft to rioacUleTaad^H^w^i, 
^*Vefrt^ti&^ Xhe 

haa ttafttf ariftfc w&teh, will < rotate tiUm 

under . 
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*s&et the sempsfcflhock of aftfct&njrigxiler. &i^ impe- 
netrable to the sharped df^0&4d)fflfe JPtyl e nqtyfrhin p 
to look at threaieotog<tei$to iqitta^t j$#ngy.t Thptvir- 

tubus mm has an Ai«ifhty P^^fi>^fea ft&f & -*&% 
iuVenenttes finally to irju&ph-qveK ^ifla;; ja £ut}rful 
guardian who will protect :bm .¥*> &*. bfiBr.flf -dark- 
ness, guide him through the ygtaogfb&gtfe* #&d jiere- 
.after being forth his rigbtoo^n.ess^ J $e;ljgbt 1 9*M&.his 
judgment a*ihe nooa-<tey. y x ..' j '. • . <,< 

It is remarkable that, by wwm: of vftani^ JDarius 
was made acquainted with the ^remacy^of lfre Lorj> _ 
<iOD*and there is toe&on to ^upp^thafjQyrua reeved . 
intimation of divine truths by the, .game channel. : - 

SECTION MX. . > 

Daniel's vision o* the fee&k mas**.. 

jProm Damel % Chap, v% • ' ■" . 

In the first year of Bekhazzar kiri£ pfBabylon- Daniel 
had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed; then 
lie wrote the dream, and told the sum of the chatters. 

Daniel spake t and said, I saw in my vision • by fii&ftt, 
and behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon 
the great sea. 

And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse 
' one from another. l 

The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings r and 
I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, acid it-was 
lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet 
as a. man, and a man's heart was given* to it*. 

And behold, another beast, a second' like to a bear, 
and it raised up itself on ope side, and it had three ribs 
in the mouth of it between the teeth of it : and they 
said thus unto h f Arise, devour much.rTesh„ . * - : 

After this I beheld, and lo, another like a leopard, 
which had upon the backed it four whig* of a fowls the t 

beast had also four heads j and dominion, was given to it- 

KG * After 
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Mfcer this I mm in the night visions, and behold; a 
IWurth beast, dreadful askLtorrible, and strong exceed* 
ingly;and k had^great iNHi teeth: it devoured and. 
Iwakem pieced andJtampe&ftlie residue with. the feet 
of it: and it was diverse from Alhthe. beasts that were 
beforehand ifrhabVteit* herns. " 

I 1 considered the-bora*; and behold*, there came up 
among- them another little horn, before wham, there 
were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots t- 
: and behold in ihn horn were eyes like the eyes of a 
*inan, and a-mouth speaking great things*. 

FDaniW wargrievedminy spirit in the midst 1 of my 
body; and the visions of my bead troubled me^ 

I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked, 
him the truthof all this. So he told me, and made me- 
know the interpretation of the things*. 
x ; These- great beasts, said he, which are four, are four 
i kings^ which shall arise out of the earths 

But the saints of the most High shall .take the king- 
k dom and possess. the kingdom for ever,, even for. ever 

and ever*. 

* • • .' » ... 

Then I would know the truth of the fourth' beast ^ 

, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dread- 
ful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass r. 

L which deyouredfehraka in pieces, and stamped the resi— 

-„ due with his feet*. 

*. And thu&he said*. The fourth beast shall lie the fourth 
kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from alL 

T }ungdams,.and shall devour the whole earth,' andslfalL 

^.Jlicead it.down^andhreak it in pieces. 

..; .*AucLthe..ten hornaoutof this kingdom are ten.kihgsj 
that shall arise* 

f bT/ 3 ANNOTATIONS ap REFLECTIONS 

' ' By tbese-revelatiotisGoD h^dmanifested to the worlds 

• that grandeur, empire* and glory, are His; that He be- 
" - stows 



thrift tfiem «n whomsoever lie pleases* tod mtthdritw 
them in like manner, to punish the abuse of them. We 
ake learn from these revelations* .that God's design in 
.stibjgot^g /states to such astonishing revolutions ia tp 
teach men Jhafr they are in {its presence as nothing; 
that He is alone the Most High, the Eternal Kinp, 
the Soysksigk Arbiter, who acts aa He pleases, with 
supreme power both in heaven and earth* 

" God, to make these important truths still more 
sensible, shewed to J>aniei in. a vision four dreadful 
beasts,, rising from a. vast sea, in which the four winds 
combat tpgether with fury- Under these symbols hje 
represents to the prophet the origin,, the characteristic, 
, and fall,, of the four great empires which were to go- 
vern the world successively. , 

" The prophet then related more particularly the 
character of each of these empires. After having re- 
presented the empire of the Babylonians under the 
1 image of a lion, and that of the Medes and Persians 
under the form of a bear, greedy of prey, he draws the 
picture of the Grecian monarchy under the image of a 
spotted leopard* with, four heads and four wings; the 
Roman empire is then described under the linage of a 
fourth beast, exceeding dreadful, with ten horns, and 
great iron, teeth, stamping and devouring all before it." 
The histories of these nations shew that these symbols, 
exactly agreed with them*. 

SECTION L3L 

' frAKIEBls FRAYEB FOR THE RESTORATION OF JSftAftL. 

From Daniel f Chap. ix*. < 
Jn the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerns,jfC 

* Ruilin's Ancient History. 

tile 



ifce seed of the Sfedes, "which was made kingfovetf thS 
realm of the Chaldeans; -• 

fa the first year of his teign; I Daniel understood by 
books the mrmbe* of the years whereof the*Word of the 
'Iiord eame to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would ac- 
complish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 
• And I set my" face unto -the Lord God to seek by 
prayer and supplications, with fasting/ and sackcloth, 
and ashes : 

* And I prayed unto the Lord my' God, and made my 
confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful 
God, keeping' the covenant and mercy to them that love 
him, and to them that keep his commandments ; 

We - have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and 
have .done wickedly* and have rebelled, even by depart- 
ing from thy precepts and from thy judgments. 

Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the pro- 
phets, which spakein thy name toxror kings, bur princes, 
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto 
. us confusion of faces, as at this day : to the men of Ju- 
dah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, - and unto all 
Israel, that are near,, and that are afar off; through all 
the countries whither thou hast driven them because of 
their trespass that they have trespassed against thee. . 

OLord, to us belongeth cpnfuskm.of face, to our 
kings, to our princes, and to our fathers," because we 
have sinned .against thee. 

" To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgive- 
. nes&es, though we l*ave rebelled against -hjni; neither 
have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to 
walk in his laws which he set before us by his servants 
the prophets. 
** * Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy Jawyeven by de- 
parting 
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^k^'^theymig^ votbe: 

the curse is poured upon us, and the oatb.tbttiewritten 
*%* tte'law <jf TjVfose^ilrB i^iWMit '^ffrODi because we 
»*trte sifined ag*rtstbiiE. ?. r i c i 

Aftdhe ha|h eonfinned his words which he spake 

-«gaiASt-us, aad-'^gdUaBt pair judges that jtidged «*, by 

~ bringing upon ub a. great enilx for uodar the whole 

"- beaten hgth not 3>een dene As bath been etoeupon 

Jerusalem* v V . r. . 

• As it is wrijtea in tfee law of Moses, all: this evil is 
. eomejupon us; yet made wemc* our pi»y«r?b#&re tbe 
i I*ord our Gaix> that we might turn frojufOT^ftiqpMiB, 

and understand thy truth. 

' TWefcre hath the Lord watched upon tba^w^ and 
brought it>upo«i ip: fat the Load-out Gofc is jfjgJtteous 
in all his works which he doeth: for we obcgosdiHO^b^ 

• voice. 

And row, O Loan our Got, A^ho* ferp^gfc thy 
people forth oat »f the lend of Egypt wfch* nugtyy 
hand, and hast gotten the renown is at, this day; we 
have staled, we nave done wttfkedly, 

OLemn, agaordftng-to all Vty nghte<wfnef*> Ihe- 
aeeoh*li*e, let thiofr anger fmdtliy &rry be turnedfcway 
ftoai-thy eity TJer u a q i cta , tbyholymouijuin: because 
lor oar am* food for the initjuiiie* <rf pur fathers, Jeru- 
salem and thy people are become a reproach t» all that 
- are dtoufcitf. *. . 

Now therifrce, . O <*ar God, bear the prayer, of thy 
servant, andshis siqppfeatiqntj and cause thy face to 
. Jridneo niinlhy se er t*ty t^i* /te^t$, to£ij&i*+zs} f & 
Base * .'.-#/■.' , *„ 'I* . , . .» 

O my Gotviheline thme^ar, jand bear; Qpen thine 
eyes, aid beheld our desolations, and t^cfty wWd* is. 

by thy mme: for WsJtoM&t*MMMB WP» lim 
; i cations 
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-O*on« before thee for oar righte<Migi^«»t^hut<Jft»4l?f 
. great mercies. . . ? - ;.♦••: f -- , j. r ' . ^ :: .j t 

OLoRD^earvOLoM^ftargiv^; Laro> 'hejrkeii 
and do; defer not, for thine.. own sake^ O tnjr Go?: 
^ fcr thy city and thy peopiefcre called by thyiian^. 

- An& whiles I was speaking and jsraying, and coft- 
' fessing my*in> andrthe ain oimy peopta-Israel^aod pr*- 
1 gentfag my sopptjcation btfere the JUra» my Gap jfer 
the holy mountain of my God; * .; -vU 

Yea whiles I was speaking: in ptagrer* eren the 'man 
- Gabrid Jrfhom I; had seenin the wfairat the beginning, 
. kehtg caused tofly<swin%,tou£hed:me about the time 
of the evening oblation, k 

And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, 
1 O^DanfeH i am no^ come forth, ta give fbeji drill and 
4 understanding. . ..* k . 

At the beginning of thy supplications the command- 

* went came forth, &diam come toafcew thee: for thou 
jurt grtfitif be Joyed t therefore understand the matter, 
and consider the vision;. '. 

Seventy weeks are d^tetminednpon^thy people, and 

* opon thy holy city, to^ finish th^ iwnagtesstoj^ I atel to 
' make an en<F of *inv and 40 maJtt##toncfliiftJb& Jbr 
1 iniquity, and to bring imeveBia6ting'right0onA?feBs» «id 

to seal up die visitor and propheoy, 4ttd tftaaouit Ike 
-most Holy.- . * - '- ' '. 

Know therefore and understand, that fronvthe going 
1 forth of the coriimandment t¥Ke*bre>a»dto1told Jeru- 
' ssiem unto' Messiah* thferftriatt^ 
L and three-Score a tf d l W mi^k m tmm*A i iW \besMmLt 

again, and the wall, even in troublous times. .o>*,.i 
c Ahdafter threescore 'and two wrefo rfaJ> frfaBsiah be 
Lj cut dffrbW not ftr himaeftfP; and the ftdfk* <ef the 

* piiiM:6 thatshtfloomeshair destroy the fcilji sad .the 
fc J sanctuary r 
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eartttuary ; and the tod thejfcof shpll he with a flood* 
and unto the endof the. war. desolations aare determined^ 
And he shall confirm the covenant, with many foe 
•ne week: and in the midst of the week be shall cause 
the sacrifice/ and the oblation to cease* and for the over* 
spreading of abomiaatiotis be. shall, make* it desolate, 
even until the coosummation^d that determined shall 
be poured upon* the desolate* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. ~ 

" Daniel computing- that the seventy years *of Judah'si 
captivity, foretold by Jeremiah, were now drawing, tow 
conclusion, offered the foregoing*prayer for their resto- 
ration. Inrewardfot'hfe piety, thelrtrfcn graciouslyf 
vouchskfed to retell to him by the Angel Gabriel, hit* 
purposes respecting theduration of the Jewish-state aftec 
the restoration. This prophecy relates id the Messiah, 
and wfll be explained in a following part of the history*! 
:,y £boat twb'yearsafter BasnelV miraculous; deliver-. 
anee from the den of lions, Darius died, an&Cahibysjgsv 
Kng of Persia, being also dead, Xtyh* 4 returned* afiad 
took npon^hlnr the go venunent of the i whole: Persian* 
Empire. - « • -*-•-• , . ....... : . i. : : ^ 

, , * SECTION LXL r ' 

fHB*C6NTlNtTA!rrONOF THtf REIt5» OrCYRUS—THE' 
RETURN" OF THE CAPTIVE JEWS TO^ JERUS ALBttV 

-. From Ezra/Ckap. i, uv ' * 

- • • j . . . ■ .: • - . 

* K^ih!i»6«rstyear-ef Cy*us -Jong ef Persia, that 
the word of the Lord -by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be fulfilled, the Loan stirred up the spirit, of Cyrus king 
of Persia, that he ; made a proclamatiooi; throughout ^att, 
his kingdom, and put'it also in writing, saying* 
' Thu^sakh Cyrus kiftg of fters&jcfce. .Lobo. Gpa . of 
**'••■ heaven^ 






heaven hath given me all the. kingdoms of the ea*th ; 
and he hath charged me to build him an home at Jeru- 
salem which is in Judah. 

Who is there among you of all his people? his God 
is with hhn, and let' him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and build the house of the Lord Goo of Israel 
(he is the God) which is in Jerusalem* 

And whosoever remaineth in any place wherd he so*, 
jdurneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, 
and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, besides 
tire fre3r*iJl-offering for the. house of God that is in Je- 



Theniioeeup the chitf of the fathers of Judah and 
Besgamki, . and ike prie*t*» and the Invites, with all 
them, wAaa* spirit Go? tad rajaed to go. up, to WWl 
the boa—of the LgttP phjcjh is ,ia Jerusalem* 
. And dl tfety &afc irerp *taat<them strengthen^their 
hatwkwidi v^fj# of^J*#r, Witl>,gaJ4? w#y^<^ r <*q4 
wkhlieiwts^attdw^prffiMW^ thinjp, b&jfe %*£at 
w willisigl 9 . affiaredL 

Also Cpmthe kfeg brought fiprtb the vessels of 4fca 
boukof tfca Lena* which $eb*<&idn«ft^<^ ^W^*. 
forth out of Jerusalem, and had put tfeem in the 'bctyugg, 
of his gods; 

Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by 
t^e haad CKTMUl^ed^tli tlie treasurer, jwJ uuwber^ 
them unto Shesbbaaaar the prince of Ju4ab. 

All the vessels of gold, -and of silver, were five thou* 
sand and four hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up wifchtemofthtf^ptiY&y tha^y*^ bwght 
up from Babylon unto Jeru&denv 

Now these are the aabiWrefl of ikiy fQfiap* that.w^ut 
up out of the captivity, of those whjehJwdbeencacfied. 
away, whom Nebtfchadneazar the king of Babylon had 
carried away unto Babylon* and came again unto Jeru- 
salem 



< ** } 

^idemiod Ju<teb, evpty one unto his city; whi<jh cam* 
with Zerubbabel: Jqshqa, Nehemiah, Seraiah; Reelaiah 
^for4eca, Bil^httn, Miliar, Bigvai, Itehuin, Baaiuih, 

The whole congregation together was forty and two 
.thousand Uuee .hundred un4 threescore . 

Besides their seirrcutfs and their maids, of whom therfe 
we^e sfcj^ thousand three hundred thirty and seven ; 
,an4~the*6 jvereamottg them- twa- hundred singing-men 
.and sjngingr^vomen; ' 

Thei* horses were seven hundred thirty and six : their 
.routes* two hundr$dribj?ty and five, their, camels? four 
^iimdr^d thirty tfM^d^ve; their asses, six thousand seven 
Jbaadrtd aad twenty. 

And someo^ttechftefof the fathers, when tfjey flqjge 
to the house of the Lord which is at Jerusalem, offered 
freely for the house^f^GoB to -set it up in his placTe. 
, They gave aft^r their ability, unto the treasure of the 
work, threescore and one thousand dramjs of gold, and 
five thousand pounds of silver, and one hundred priests 
garments. 

. So the priests and the Levites, and some ofthe people, 
and the Singers, and the porters, and the. Nethinims, 
' dwell in their 6fties; find all Israel in their cities, 1 

• *» r if < 9 ■ 

ANNOTAXIOtNS aad REFLECTIONS. . . 

* TKfc sfevttlfef fetobctiptMty was now expired, And we 
may conclude, that €h£ decree of Cyrus m&voufbf tfte 
tj€wtf #as <fttaiited'by Danitf ; who id induce the king 
;tog*ttlt<lKs^tfest, itiitffeefy had shewn him the pro- 
^ffc^^I&ateh, in w&dt he is expressly nameii one 
hundred ancrVfty years before he was born*'; ft is Wo 
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- probablej 






probable, flint CyrtiS, when hfc saw m£is joamty' in» 
Syria so large a country as Judea lying waste and desor- 
late, was moved with a desire to'peoplfe it, and thought 
none so proper as its former iiihabitotn& '' ' 

As soon as Gyros had issued his decree, wcfihd num*- 

' hers of Jews assembled; their chief leaders wereZerub- 

babel the son: of Salathiel, the son of Jehoiachm king of 

-Judah, and Jeshua the son of Jezadek&he high-prtesfc. 

Not only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, but rem- 

'-Hants of the ten tribes who had been carried away by 

' Tiglath-Pileser, Shalmanesar,and Essarhaddoni stfll re«- 

1 tained the worship of God ; these, therefore, gladTy took 

advantage of Cyrus's decree, for k extended not to Jxr- 

' dah only, but to aUtke house qfltiRAEL. 



SECTION LXII. 
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. CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OF CYRUS — THE FOUN- 
DATION OF THE TEMPLE LAID* AT JERUSALEM.- 

From Ezra, Ckap+ui. 

f ... 

' And when the seventh' month' was come, and' tho 
4 children of Israel were in the cities, tKefpeople gathered 
themselves together as one man id Jerusalem/ 

Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadek, and his 

brethren the priests, ahdZerdbbatidi the son of Sheal- 

tiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the God 

-of Israel, to offer burut,4&rh^ therepiv as it is writ- 

. ton in the law of Moses the nwtnrof <jod. 

And they set the altar upe&Jiigf bases r (for *fear wga 
. upon- them because of the people, of those, gentries ^) 
.and they offered burn); offerings therepn untorthe (>Qfta» 
> even burnt offerings morning and evening* 

They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is writ- 
ten* and offered thedafly burat-oferings by number* 
s' - : \ according 
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»ttX>rd^ t* the xufttom, as the duly of e*ery day re- 
quinsd; ..... f .. ■ * 

And afterward offered the continual bumt-ofiering* 
both of the new moons and of all the set feasts of the 
Xo&j^ftl^t^ere< consecrated; and of everyone that 
willingly offered 4i&C£»wu' <effermg unie the Lojux 

Fi#in«tbe ftrst flay <rf the seventh month began they 
to offer burnt offerings unto the Loan. But the Java* 
4tti«n,of<tta&^^ 

. ThejFjpve money also onto the masons, and t* the 
carpenters ; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of 
Sidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from 
Lebanon to the sea of Joppa ; according to the grant 
that they had of Cyrus king of Persia. 

Now irithe second; year "of: thefr coating unto the 
house of Goo at Jerusalem, in the second month, began 
Zerjyjbjhabe) the son of Shealtiel, and Jesbua the. sot of 
Jozadek^and the remnant of their brethren, the priests 
and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the 
.eapth?|ty unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the Levitea, 
£roin twenty years old and upwards, to set forward the 
jworjc io£ the house ^of the Loan, 

Then stood Joshua, with his sona and Us brethren, 

Kadmjel and his aons, the sens of Judah together, to 

set forward the workmen in- the house of Qk>n: the 

sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brethren the 

.Lexitca. <- 

And when the bnSders laid the foundation of the 
Temple of the -Loan* they set the priests in their appa- 
rel with trumpets, and theLevites the sons of Asaph 
with cymbals to praise the I*oed, after the ordinance 
of David king of Israel* 

And they sung together by course, in praising and 
giving thanks unto the Lord ; because* he i$goo£>.for 
lii&ja&orey en4ure*h fot ewJtowardsJsrael. And all 

the 
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the peopW ^«v^4^t^*gt^t *^^^^^ ^^l^ 1 * 6 * 

the Lord, because the foundation of the house <ef*he 
jM*wWaslttid. ' -* '*'/*/ 

< ififlit toany olHhfcp&est* and Levies, and-ehi^of thi 
UM^o-fe^e ancient men that had seentktelftst 
hou^J^lwtf^fe^feuiida^i^llii^liotfse was laid be- 
fb*& ihw e^^ %^ with a/ loud voice; and many 

«amk«lla]teaf0v^jri 
So fiat the (mate 
aHaut ^ joy fr©ov<the aoifce-ofcthe *wpmg 6* (be peo- 
|de : Jtothe/paople shouted wkh atofc**hoi*t, and tfce 
raise was ' heard afar off.* 

.•". ''**': .' .1 *»:«.'') i- i>-*d ?> ;• 

'- It to^ilifed time to collect matef ials'fbr the building, 
«irf engage 'Workmen ; therefore the -first year was enr- 
sriayedin these necessary preparations ;but early hr-th% 
jeaoitd^ the 4 foundation of the temple'- was liid, whieh 
*was done' with-gr£at solemnity. It is- supposed, ' that 
during the time that the Teniple was b«Mi#g»* a^Eabtef - 
jraclewcfe^eit up,-afe ircthe days af David. 
*» ,Whltejlhe-'Jew& wer&-«ar*$ring dtf the work, the Sa- 
snaritansy who>w«*e planted -in several lilies ^f Israel in 
cthfidBOOiciiof "die Israelites, whom j^almanezfer, king of 
Assyria, carried away captive, desired to join with them 
dntthe work; but neither the goWtftow'ttorchieffc of the 
fanpi^ieajSf larafel would icftnsept, being app*ehenshfe*hat 
they- were > no better than idolaters, notwithstanding 
•they professwUto worship the Got> of- Israel. This re- 
fusal exasperated the Samaritans, who did *hetr utmost 
to -obstruct the work; and though they edtfd liot alter 
the decree of Cyrus, yet, by bribing' his ministers, they, 
in a great measure, defeated jta effect; ao.tfeot for se- 
veral 
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*ersl years did building most on but slowly. These 
dispute jrave rise to that enn&y^ . 

aisted between the Jews and thtf Samaritan*. 

It is supposed, that o«t this otoasion Daniel gave him* 
,*elf up to prayer, and had some of those wonderful vi- 
siand which are fo«i8^ainongliis'p8Q|)hecies; and it is 
thought he died soon after. The character of this good 
mail is fully displayedjn the account 6? his 'fife; "from 
whence it appears, that he Was universally esteemed and 
renowned for his amiable disposition; that he devoted 
frte heart *to 6od in his yonthyand obtained thetoftfttng 
of tfte Lofco, who, from a captive, made him a ftrfa&% 
and ftistiriguished him with "his divine farour to the latt, 

^e Jews having lost a powerful advocate iftShe Pel* 
sian court, by the death of Daniel, their 6neniie#%tfek 
advantage' o } f tliem^mtd succeefieefTn^some'of th&* de- 
feigns against them; but as the -people were able to 
work, arid; had the assistance ofthe Zidonikns in respect 
to labour and t materials, they proceeded, though irat 
With such expedition as they would have done if ; the 
decree of the' king of Persia-had been xulowed to have 
Its full influence. , 

\ In the seventh year after thdT restoration ofthe Jews 
their great benefactor Cyrus died, having reigned from 
liis first taking on him the command ofthe Persian and 
Median armies, thirty years; from his* taking of Baby- 
lon, nine years: and from being sole monarch of the 
East after the death of his uncle Darius, seven years: 
at the time of his death he was seventy years old. It 
is said of this prince that, when on his death bed, he 
called his family and friends about him, and expressed 

tis liope ofthe immortality ofthe soul*. 

» 
* Rolling Antient History. 

We 
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* We hare seen the full completion of thfe prophecia 
respecting the Babylonian empire. Let us now read 
-what Daniel particularly foretold respecting the great 
monarchies Which were tot succeed it* 

SECTION £&HL 

XXTRACT6; VJIOM THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL. 

■ " « 

Intheihird year of Cyrus king of Persia, a thing ww 
jrevealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Be^teshaz- 
zarfc and the thing was true, but the time appointed 
was long: ^nd he understood the thing, and had un- 
derstanding of the vision* 

. In those days I Daniel was mourjaing three full weeks. 
. I ate no pleasant bread, neither -came flesh nor wine 
in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till 
three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, 
as I was by the side of the great river which is Hidde- 
kel ; then I lift up mine eyes, and looked, and behold, 
a certain man clothed in linen,, whose loins were gird- 
ed with fine gold of Uphaz : 

His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the 
appearance of lightning* and his eyes as lamps of fire, . 
sad his arms and his feet.like in colour to polished brass, 
and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude: 
: And I Daniel alone saw the vision : for the men that 
.were with ,me saw noi the vssion ; but a great quaking 
fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 

Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, 
and there remained no strength in me : for my comeli- 
ness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained 
ta> strength. • . ' .. 

Yet 
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" Yit.h^prd I the. voice of; his words; and wfyen I 
heard the voice of hi§ words, then was I in a deep sleep 
-on my face; and my face toward the gratrad. . 

-And behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon 
«ny knees, and upon the palms of my hands, . 

And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly ba- 
Joved, understand the; words that I speak unto thee, and 
^a^ upright; foe im^^eam I now jfent. And when 
he had spoken this wprol imtoiae, I stood trembling. 
; Then ^id he unto raej Fear not, Daniel: for from 
the first day that thou* .didst set thine, heart to un$ler,~ 
stand, and to chasten thyseifbefore thy God, thy worda 
were heard, and I am conie for thy words. - 

But- the prince of the kingdom of Persia- withstood 
«ne qne and twenty days; but lo, Michael ;one of the 
chief princes came to help me ; and I remaiaed there; 
with the k^ngs of Persia, ... ;i \ 

Now I anxconie to mate thee understand what 6hall 
hefal thy people in the latter days; for jet the vision 
isfonmany da^sL :,t f ' 

And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set 
iny fade toward the ground, and I became 'dumb. 
' " And behold, one ' like the similitude of the sons fcf " 
tnen touched, my* lips: then' I opened my mouth, and 
spake, and salbVimto him that stood before me, Omy 
lord, hythe vision my sorrows ate turned upon me, antl 
1 have retained ho strength. 

1 For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this 
toy* lord?" for as for me, sirakway there remained no 
strength in me, neither is there breath left m me. 

Then there came again and touched me one like the 

appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, and said, 

O man greatly beloved, fear not; peace be unto thee;.' 

* be strong, yea, be strongs And when lie had ^pokea 

' Vol. IV." '- • •&' * • <unt# 
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unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let ray lord 

apeak; for thou hast strengthened me. 

Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto 

thee ? and now will I return to fight with the prince of 

Persia ; jmd when I am gone forth, lo 9 the prince of 

Grecia shall come. < 

- But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scrip 
ture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me 

in these things but Michael your prince. 

' Also I in the first year 4 of Darius the Mede, even I 

'stood to confirm and to strengthen him. 

And now will I shew thee the truth, Behold, there, 
shall stand up yet three kings in Persia, and the fourth 
shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength 
through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm . 
«f Grecia. • • • 

And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule v 
with great dominion, and do according to his will. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

From the description given of the glorious person who * 
* apppare4 to Daniel, we may Judge that He could be no 
other than the Loud God. From these prophecies we 
may judge, that He was at all, times the image of the 
invisible God, though concealed from mortal eyes, on 
account of the unworthiness of mankind to behold Him. 
How graciously did theLojRD encourage and strengthen 
Paniel, assuring him also, that he ordered all things, 
though the wonders of His providence were concealed 
beneath the veil of natural causes. The prophecies in 
this section were gradually completed. 

After Cyrus, the founder of the Persian empire, there 
were twelve successive monarchs, Cambyses, Smerdis 
Jtf agus, DyVRius, Hystaspes, Xerxes the first, Ar- 

TAXERXES 
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TAXERXE8 LONGIMANUS, X&RXES the 8eC0nd,S0GDIA- 

mus, Darius Nothus, Artaxerxes Mnemon, Ar- 
TAxerxes Ochus, Arses, and Darius Codomanus. 

We will now go back to the history of the Jews after 
the death of Cyrus, under the reign of his son Cam- 
-bysea. 

Cambtses being of a very different disposition front 
his father, the enemies of the Jews addressed themselves 
to him, in order to prevail with him to stop the build- 
ing of. the, Temple; but it seems he had too much re- 
spect for the memory of his father to be induced pub- 
licly to revoke his decree ; however, he defeated in a 
great measure the design of it, by several discourage- 
ments, so that it went on very slowly in his days. 

The next king was Smerdis, who is called in Scrip- 
ture Artaxerxes. As soon as he was settled on the 
throne, the Samaritans endeavoured to prejudice him 
against the Jews, as related in the following section. 

SECTION LXIV. 

THE MIST-ORY OF THE JEWS AND SAMARITANS 

DURING THE REIGNS OF ARTAXERXES 

AtfD DARIUS HYSTASPES. 

From Ezra, Chap, iv, v, vu 

And in the days of Artaxerxes, the Samaritans wrote 
letters unto the king* This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, even unto Artaxerxes the 
king; Thy servants the men on this side the river and 
at such a time. 

Be it known Hnto the king, that the Jews which 
came, up from thee to us are come unto Jerusalem; 
building the rebellious and the bad city, and have set 
up the walls thereof, and joined the foundations. 

L 2 Be 
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•Be it known now unto the king, that if this city bfe 
builded, and the~walls set up again, then will they not; 
•pay toll, tribute," and custom; and so wilt thou en- 
damage the revenue of the kings* 

Now because we Have maintenance from the king's 
palace, and it was not meet for us to *ee the king's dis- 
honour ; therefore have we sent and certified the king; 
; That search may be made in the book of the records 
T>f thy fathers: so shah thou find in the book of the 
Tecords, and know that this city is a rebellious city, and 
hurtful unto kings and provinces, arid that they have 
moved- sedition within the same of old time: for which 
-cause was this city destroyed. 

We certify the king, that if this city be builded 
-again* and the' walls thereof set up, by this means thou 
«halt !iave no portion cm this side of the river; f 

* Theri'sent the king this answer: The Ietterwhich ye 
sent unto us hath been plainly read before me. 

And I commanded, and search hath been made, and 
it is found that this city of old time hath made insur- 
rection against kings, and that rebellion and sedition 

* have been made therein. 

v There have been mighty kings also over Jerusalem, 

-which have ruled over all countries beyond the, river ; 
and toll, tribute and custom, was paid unto them. 
-^ Give ye now commandment to cause these men to 
cease, and that this city be not builded, until another 

.commandment shall be given from me. 

• Take heed now that ye fail not to do this ; why 
«hould damage grow to the hurt of the kings? 

, Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes* letter was 
read before Helium and Sliimshai the scribe, and their 
companions, they jwent up in haste to Jerusalem unto ' 
the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power. 

ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. - ' 

• • • * 

Artaxerxes continued but eight months on the throng 
After his dentin Darius", the^son of Hystaspes, a nobte 
Persian, who had; followed Cyrus in all his wars, wa$ 
raised to the throne. . Although by the. death of Ar-^ 
taxerxes* life edict 1 for stopjring the bluMing of the 
Temple was now at an end, yet the Jew?*, neglecting 
to resume the work, God smote the land with barren- 
ness: but in the second year of Darius, they were in- 
formed by the prophet Haggai of the cause of* this 
Judgment, and exhorted to their duty. '.'.'' 



«. J V 



_J 



SECTION LXV.- . 

THE PROPHECY OF HAGGAI^ 

Trom Chap, i, HL 

- Ii the second year of Darbis the king . in the sixth 
month, in the first day of tl*e month, came the wordof 
the J-ord by Haggai the prophet unto Zehibabbel the 
Boaof Shealtkl governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Joeedechthe high priest > saying; 

Thus speaketh the Loed of hosts, saying, This people 
lay, The time is not come*.' the time 'that the Loan's 
house should be built. 

Then came the word of. the Lord b>y Haggai* *fce 
prophet, sayi*g^ Is it time ibr you; Oyfd to dtttiH m 
y&ur cieted hofci*^ and*bi* house, fe wastet?. . .j 

: Noh th*&&m tim mijfo the L^w* <>f host*; Cousin 
^ywways. -\ • , • . ; 

. Ga^ap to the inountain, and bring .wood* and buil^ 
thehouse; and I will take -pleasure iu it, and I wilibe' 
glorified, saith the Lord. 

L3 Ye 
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Ye looked for much, and lo, it came to little; and 
when yc brought it home, I did blow upon it, "Why? 
saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that 
is waste, and ye run every man: into his owb house* 

Therefore the heayen oyer you is stayed from dew, 
and the earth is stayed from her fruit. 

And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon 
the mountains, and 'upon the corn, and upon the new 
wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground 
bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and 
upon all the labour of the hands. 

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua 
the son of Josedecb the high priest, with all the rem- 
nant of the people,' obeyed the voice of the Lord tftetr 
God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the 
Lord their God had sent him ; and the people did fear 
before the Lord. 

Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in the 
Lord's message unto the people, saying, I am with you, 
faith the Lord. 
' And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zeruba&belthe 

son of Shealtiel governor of Judah, and the spirit of Jo* 
$bua the son of Josedech the high priest, and the spirit 
of all the remnant of the people; and they came and 
did work in the house of the Lord of hosts their 

Gqd; 

In the fbucand twentieth day of the sixth month, in 
the second year of Darius the king. 
1 In the seventh month, m the one and twentieth day 
*l the month, came the word of the Lord by die pro- 
phet Haggai, sayingi Speak now to Zerubabbel the son 
of Shealtiel governor of Judah, aod to Joshua the son of 
Josedech the high priest, and to the residue of the peo- 

$e,saying, . 

' 'Who is left among you that saw this house in her 

first 



first glory; and how do ye see k now? i» it not in your 
eyes in comparison of it aa nothtag I 

Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord ; 
and be strong} O Joshua son of Joaedech the high priest: 
and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the 
Lord, and work : for I am with you saith die Lord of 

hosts: 

According to the word that I covenanted with yea 
whoa ye ctfuneootof Egypt, so my spirit remakieth, 
among, yotu fear ye not* 

For tfam saith the Lord of hosts ; Yet once, it is 0* 
tittle white, and I, wilt shake the heavens, and the earth, 
sod these*, and the dry land; 

And Ji wflf shake isTL nations, anjd the desire of all. 
nations* shall eotae: toad I wilt, fill this house with 
gtayy sakh tJbejLeswof hosts. 

The silver ir««ine, t and the .gold is mine, saith the* 
Le*D«of. hojts. 

The glory of thia latter house shall be greater than of 
ttafora»e> r *aitbtheLocRD of hosts; and ittthisplaeeV 
will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts, 

Aitaf of jmotis* A#t> RBELEdiewar. . -i 



This prophecy ia k such W^pWa langsjage, th# it 
needano onmraeati One thing, however, is particularly 
worthy of observation, viz. that those pious peopfe VJ 
wHese aedjfotfehe^w^^^ thea*n*jlt 

iato tears' whrotliByre»l^e<eo\lh^ ibt> 

iro Tetnple were cusnao^^ 

$*f 4t ctesJOOortlWipfe should etceed that of the 
fiwt TliftaccomptffifefittMmt o£ tins) prophecy will be ' 
A«wa m a fata* part of tttsAistory. 
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fytniVftnd wiBmaketkeees awgnet:fbr ihave cfcu* 
sen thee, salth the Lord of hosts. 
• 'Thus the prophet Haggai, and Zechariah* the son of 
Iddo, prophesied unto the 'Jews that were in Judah and 
Jerusalem in the name of die Gob of Israel even unto 
them. • • 

Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Sheakiel, and 
Joshua the son of Jeaedech, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem : and with them 
were the prophets of Go^helpmg them. * 

ANNOTATIONS ahd REJECTIONS. 

. The Jew, thus reproved and encouraged, soon set 
about the building again, under the divine favour and 
protection. How merciful and gracious was the Loup 
ia all his dispensations, toward* bis people Israeli 

SECTION LXVII. 

' «OXTIiroATKHt 0* THE HISTORY OT THB JEW3. 

r' - . ' 

, Ffiem Bern, C*ap, v, tri. 

At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor oi» 
t thia side the river, and Shetharboznai, and their com- 
;J>Wou§, aad said thus unto them, Who hath com- 
manded you to build this house, and to sutke up this 

• wall? • 

Then said we unto them after this manner, What 
*re the names of the men that make this building? 

But tbe eye of their God was upon the elders of the 
Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the 
patter came to Darius : and then they returned answer 
. by letter concerning this matter. 

The copy of tbe letter that Tatnai, governor on this 

side 
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alie Aeriw, and Btehrttoak ^hm <**xp*^n* 
the Aph««achite% which were on this ftideiof the fixer, 
sent unto Darius the king* . .; : - . ^ * ' 

They sea t a tetter unto him, wherefo war written 
thus; Uajto Darius the king^ c01pe*ce- : 

Be it known unto the king, that we went, into the 
province of Judea, to the house of the great God, which, 
is builded whlb great sfemes^aoA timber^ hud m the 
walla and this work goeth^fast o*v and proaperctb m 
their heads* . >, 

Thett asked werth(^elaera,aud said unto tbemtftu«|i 
Who eenwnanded you to build, tfcia house, and to make 
up these walls? • . , i 

We asked their natnesalso to earthy thee, that, we 
wight write the names of the men that wet e tfae chief 
of them. \ - ( 

Afed thus they returned us answer, saying* Ttfe are 
the sejraate of the Gon of heaven and earth, and buia* 
the house that was builded theme many yea» ago* whichr 
agree* Jong of Israel builded and set up. 

But after that our father had pnwrokad the God of 
heaven unto wrath, he gave them into the hand of Ne- 
tntchacbezaar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who* 
destroyed this house, and carried the people away into 
Babylon* 

But in the first year of Cyras the king of Babylon, 
the same king Cyrus made a decree to build thia house 
efGonu 

And the vessels also of gold and surer e£the hous4 of 
Go®, which Nebuchadnezzar took sdt of the tempte 
thatwas in Jerusalem, and brought them into the tern* 
pie of Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out of 
the temple of Babylon, and they were delivered unte 
one, whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had made 
gamnor: N 

L6 And 



s 



Ahds^£jint*hlity1ttte^ ■ 

iMO' the temple itluU^inJa^^alem, and let the house •* 
of God be builded in his place* .#••'.*- 
i Then came tfirsaine Sttehtaasar sad kid th* foun- 
dation of the house o&Gon which bin Jenisaiem : raod • 
since that time even until pow f f hath it been in building 
and yet it is not finished. 

' a Jtfow therefore, dfi iff seem, good to the kinglet there 
be search made in theking's treasure houses which fa* 
thereat Babylon whether itibe so, that a decree* Wa»J 
*ndb of Qrus the king trfnfild this house of God -at 
Jerusalem, andtetthe iddg send hispleasure to '4* oon- r 
cerning this matter. 

ThtaniDafhiktiie king«nadea decree, and' search was 
inademidiehous&di' theroilk, wherethe4rea«ttres-were- 
laid up in Babylon, - - » 

6 And £hefe<was found at Aohmetha, irt the: palace 
Ifcatifeiathd province of the Medos, a roll, and therein 
was a ^ocjardihn» written^ 

In the first year of Gyrus the king, the same -Cyrus* 
die £*&£ made' a^docrce Concerning the house of God 
at &h>salem, Lefctbd house he builded, the place -where* 
tfcey pjfered sacrifice andJet the foundations thereof 
fee tftroagly laid ? liife heigh* thereof threescore cubits, 
and the breadth thereof threescore cubits ; with three 
rows of groat stones, anda row of new timber :and let 
the exofchdeshe given* out of the. kingftf house. 

And also let the golden and silver vessels of the house 
*f (,*Q*V which 3^ufchadneasar took forth. out. of the 
temple which -is a* Jerusalem, and brought unto Baby- 
Ion, be'restprod* and brought again unto the temple 
-which is at Jerusalem^ every one to his place, and place 
them in the house \>f God, 

• Now therefore, Tatnai governor, beyond the river* 

Shettaur* 
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Sludthar-boanal, and your companions the Apharia- 
chites, which are beyond the river r be ye for iron* 
tbencei ^ 

- Let the work of this house of Ge» alone: let the' 
governor of the Jews* and the elders of the Jews, build' 
this house of God in his place.. 

Moreover I make a decree what ye shall d«o to the 
eiders of these Jews for the building of this house of 
God: that of the king's goods, even of the tribute be- 
yond the river, forthwith expenees be given unto these" 
men, that they be not hindered* < 

- And that which they have need of, both young bul- 
locks, and rams, and lambs, ' for the burnt offerings of 

.the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, accord- 
ing to the appointment oT the priests which are at Jeru- 
salem r let it be given them day by day without fail :^ - 
That they may offer sacrifices of sweet savours tmto* 
the God of heaven* <and pray for the life of the King^, 
and of his sons. « 

♦ Also I have- made # decree,: tiiat whosoever' shal> al- 
ter this word, let timber be pulled down from his house, 
and being set up*, let him be hanged thereon; and lei 
Ins house be made a dunghill for this. > ■■ 

And the- God that hath caused his n&ne to dwell 
there, destroy all kings add people that shall put to 
their hand to alter and to destroy this house of Gob 
which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a de- 
cree : let it be done with speed* 

Then Tatnai, governor on this side the river, She* 
thar-boznai> and thei* companions, according to that 

. which Darius the king had sent, so *he,y did speedily; 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

.Tato&i was governor of Palestine uoder the king of 

Persia*- ■„,... .,.. . t / * ,* j , . . 

t % Darius 
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Dariiuseemttobzrehada very exalted idea of the 
Load Gob. The publishing of this deoree completed 
the restoration of the Jewish state, from the destruction 
of which* by therbuxDing of tie city and temple by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, wpi exactly seventy years*, as the pro- 
phet Jeremiah had foretold. The Jews were now in a 
much better slate than they had lately been in Baby- 
lon; but their condition was greatly inferior to the for* 
mer glory of the people, of Israel* They bad now no 
king, yet the sceptre remained in the tribe of Judah, 
for Zerubbabel their governor was lineally descended 
from David; and they had still prophets to direct and 
comfort them* 

SECTION LXVm. 

THE PEOPtK ENQUIRE Of THE LORD CGNCE&NING 
THEIR FASTING AND ABE REPROVED BY ZECHA- 
RIAi?* 

From Zechariah, Chap. vii. 

And ii came to pass in the fourth year of king Da- 
rms, that the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah 
kk the fourth day of die ninth month, even in Chisleu; 

When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer 
and Regem-melech and their men, to pray before the 
Lord; and to speak unto the priests which were in the 
house of the JLord of hosts, and' to the prophets, saying, 

Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, 
as I have done these many years ? Then came the word 
of the Lord of hosts unto Zechariah, saying. 

Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the 
priests,, saying, When yefestedand mourned in the 
fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ' 
ye at. all fast unto me, even to me? 

And when ye did eat, and when yecBd drink, did 
ye not eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? 

Should 
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Should ye not hear the words which the Lord ha A 
cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was in* 
habited and in prosperity, andSbe cities thereof round 
about her, when men inhabited the south and the plain? 

And the word of the Lord e*me unto Zechariah, 
saying, 

Thus gpeaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Execute- 
true judgment, and shew mercy and compassion every 
man to his brother. ' » 

And-oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the 
stranger, nor the poor ; and let none of you imagine 
evil against his brother in your heaft. 

But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the 
shoulder, and stopped their ea?s, thai; they, should not 
hear. , / 

Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest 

* - ■ # /. » 

they should .hear the law and, the words which the 
Lord of hosts hath sent in his spirit .by the former pro-* 
phets : therefore came a great wxath from the Lord of 
hosts. 

Therefore it is cotiie to pass, that as he jcried and 
they would not hear, so they cried and I would not 
hear, saith the Lord o^ hosts. 

But I scattered them with a whirlwind ampog all the 
nations whom they knew n r ot. "finis the land was de- 
solate after them, that no man passed through nor re- 
turned : for they laid the pleasant land desolate. '. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLEC^tONS; " 

The Jews, who remained in Babyjoty didi not know 
whether they should still observe the jwtemp fasts which 
had been appointed on account of {he destruction of 
Jerusalem, or not* Zechariah was commanded to take 
this opportunity of enforcing the observance of moral 
duties that they might nqt involve $emselyes, in such 
calaruities as 1^ be^eii their fatliexs. . 

SECTION 
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GOD'S BLK3&ING RESTORED. 



From ZidL Chap. viii. * 

... ♦..• ,.», ■*• ■ • . 

■ '. • 

- Again tire word' of -the Lost) of* hosts came unto? 

roe, saying,. Thus, saith the Lord df hosts ; I was jea- 
lous for. Zionwith great jealonsy, anil was jealous for 
Tier with great fury, 

. Thus saith .the ! Lord : T am returned*' unto Ziorf, 
and will dwell ih^ne/midst of Jera&alen* :. and Jerusa- 
lem shall be called^ A*city of truth ; and the mountain: 
of Jhe Lord of hosts, The holy mountain, 

. Thus safth the LbRbV fidr;s : There" "stall ^yet aid 

men and oJd'f6iie^^wyi\in the streets of- Jerosatei^;. 

. aiid everjr n5a^ J #lltf1i!b l staJfk Ms han*fbf< Very 

"age. ' 'And fne* strife oi* tHe city shafi-be iuil of bo£s . 

.and girls playing in the streets thereof.. * 

Thus saifft the LonV of'hbsts ; If "it* lie marvellous, 
Tn the eyes of the remnant of this people ih these days, 
should it also be maryellbus ht % mine'eyesi' saith thfe 

Lord ef hosts. 4 .' * *^ c 

' 'Thus feitfi the toftS of hosts V BeMd, Twill save my 
people from, the east country, and from the- west' coun- 
try; arid' 1 wfiT bfihg iHem, and they *hall dwell in the 
midst of Je^ajenv.^and they shall be ray people, and 
TD will be their God in truth arid in righteousnessi 
* ThuS saftlr'tffe Lbafc of hosts; ;Let your hands be 
strong, ye that hear in .these days these* words by the 
mouthbf the prophets, which' were in the day that the . 
foundation of tnehotise of the Lord of hosts was' laid, 
that the temple might be bttilt; ;° - . .• / 

1 Fdrfcefore these daWtherfe was nd hire fd> man, nor 
^$ny hire fbr bea^;;neiAe^a^^ i ftr^pt>ace , fc ; 'frftn 
*^* i - y - 1 * '"' -■ . that 



that wenfcout, or came in, because of 1&e rffBititkii j 
for I set alf men every one against his neighbour..' \ * . 4 

But now I will not be unto die residue of this peapto 
as in the former days, saith the Loab^ef hoste. . ' • , f r •» 

For the seed shall be prosperous 1 the vine shall gives: 
her fruit, and the ground snail give her increase, and 
the heavens shall gire their -dew : and I will cause thft 
remnant of this people to possess all these things. . -» 

And it shall come to pass, that as. ye were a curse 
among the heathen, O house of Judah and house' o£ 
Israel ; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing •: 
fear not, but let your hands be strong. -. ' t ■; 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, As I thought to 

punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath; 

saith the Lord of hosts, and I repented not. 

: So again have I -thought m these days to da well unto/ 

Jerusalem and to the house of Judah i fear ye not. « / 

These are the things that ye shall dd; Speak ye every: 
man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment 
of truth and peace hi your gates* : 

And let none of* you Imagine evil in your hearts 
against his neighbour ; and love no false oath: for alt 
these are things that 1 hate, saith thY Lord; \ 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This prophecy must have afforded great joy to the 
Jews, as it assured them not only of prosperity/ but of* 
the returning favour of the Lord. They were hbw 1 
once more in possession of the greatest treasure which,* 
any nation can possess, the Divine Bl^ssinG;" ft is* 
worthy of particular regard, that,, in^ order to secure 
this, the practice of moral duties is essentially necessa- 
ry, and that without them ceremonial observances are not 
acce^tablQ, Jo the Lord* 

' "* In 
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In the beginning of the fiftji year of Darius, the Ba- 
bylonians revolted from him, on account of his having 1 
naaoved the imperial seat to Shushan ; and they re- 
solved to jet up* king for themselves, and began to lay 
in provisions for a war. At )ength they broke into open 
Jebelliou* and were besieged by Darius. Conscious tha& 
fhey were not able to meet him in the field, they re- 
solved to maintain, themselves during a siege? and, that, 
their provisions might hold out, they came to a despe- 
rate resolution to cut off the useless part of the inhabit-, 
ants ; and, collecting together the women and children 
they strangled then* all, excepting only that each man. 
wasaltowedtosaveoneof his wives^andamaid servant 
to do the work of his house* The Israejties had been 
warned about two yea#sbefe*e to flee out of that land 
Itatthi^inightbe dejitvere^ from the plagues which 
were -eommg- on it $ and the? e is? great reason to sup* 
pow that they did. so. Darius^ m about a year and 
eight months took Babylon; ana, as soon as he was, 
master of the place, he removed its hundred gates, and 
beat down its walls* reducing their* height from twa 
hundred cubits to thirty* and.gave the inhabitants ur> 
for a spoil to the, Persara^he. feed been their servants*. 

He impaled three thousand of the most guilty, and par* 
doned the rest. 

It is to be observed, that the punishment of Babylon 
kept pace with the restoration of Judah, according to 
the prophecy of Jeremiah*; and they were subjected 
to the Persians in the same manner as they had con- 
quered and subjected the Jews. Babylon languished 
from this time, and at last came to utter desolation* 



f Jsr. xxv. 12, tfr, 14. 



SECTKW 



( 235 ) 
SECTKftT LXX. '■•■■» 

THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM FZHISHED AND BXDI* 

GATED. 

.1 . « - 

And the elders of the Jews builded, and they pros* 
pered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet, 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and 
finished the temple, according to the commandment o£ 
the God of Israel, and according to the commandment 
of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia* 
And this house was finished on the third day of the 
month of Adar,which was in the sixth year of die reign 
of Darius the king. 

And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Le- 
vites, and the rest 01 the children of the captivity, kept 
the dedication of this house of God with joy, and offered 
at the dedication of thiar house of God an hundred bul- 
locks,' two hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for 
a sin-offering for all Israel, twelve he goats, according, 
to the number of the tribes of Israel. 

And they set the priests in their divisions, and the 
Levites in their courses, fot the service of God which 
is at Jerusalem; as it is written in the hook of Moses, 
For the priests and the Levites were purified together, 
all of them were pure, and killed the passover for all 
the children of the. captivity, and for their hrethrea 
the priests, and for themselves, 

And the children of Israel, which were come again 
out of captivity, and all such/as had separated them* 
selves unto them from the filthiness of the heathen of 
the land, to seek the Loud God of Israel, did eat. 

And the children of the captivity kept thfc passoyei 
upon the fourteenth day of the first month. 
And kept the feast, of nnteavdned bread seven days 

Kith 
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with joy: for the Lord had made them joyful, and! 
turned the heart of\the Jkiaraf! Persia unto them, to 
strengthen their hands m the work of the house of 
©OD;«th*iyO^W*rffcfc> ►' '„.'.*:- 

•ANNOTATIONS and' REFLECTIONS. 

* The 'Israelites must undoubtecuyhaije'felt great joy 
at the "dedication of l the Temple. It was not indeed ia 
then* power to* adorn it in so magnificent a manner as 
Solomon's," nor to celebrate its dedication, with such 
numberless sacrifices'; and it wanted advantages which 
the first Temple enjoyed particularly the Token of the 
DiViWs presence, the Ark of -the Covenant, the, 
Urim andTiiiiMMiM, and the Holy Fire oh the Al> 
tar: but they had. a promise, that the glow of M& 7>m- 
ple should excdcdthat ofSohmpn*s. It is observable, th&t, 
there were twelve he goats offered; from which we 
may understand, that some of all the tribes returned to. 
Jerusalem* though that of Judah being the most bu* 
merous, they were denominated from it; and from thi& 
time all the people began to be called Jews. 

The temple .was twenty years in building; at the 
. dedication of \i x the folfowing psalms are supposed toy 
have been'sung. - . 

» *' # Praise ye the Lord-. Praise the Lord, O my soul. 
- While I live- f tvill '1 praise the Lord ; I xvitt sing 
praises unto my Gov tvhife I have any being. 

Put not your trust in i princes, nor in the son of man, in 
4ohont there- is no help. 

' His breath goeth forth, he returnethto his earth : in 
thai very - day hk thoughts perish. 

Happy is he ihat hoik the €rov of Jacob for his hdpi 
Hvhose hope istnthelrtTkvrhts'Qpvz 

s 

« a • • 
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Wteck made heaven and earth* ^ke sea 9 > and all that 
therein is : which keepeth truth fyr ever : > 

* Which execut'eth judgment for ike oppressed, which giv« 
ethfood to the hungry. The Lord looseth the prisoners : 

The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind V the Lord 
raiseth them that are bowed down: the Lord' loveth the 
righteous i / •«*.'.... 

The Lord preserveth the strangers: HereUeveth the 
fithetXess and widow? butthe tody of the wicked he turn- 
eth upside down, 

-The Lord shall reign for ever f even thy God, O Zion 9 

unto all generations. Praise ye the Lord. * 

* • . * . ...... - . , 

-* Praise ye the Lord : for it is good to sing praise* 
unto our God, for it i&, pleasant, and. praise is comUy. 

T/ie Lord doth build up Jerusalem* Jne gathereth to* 
getker the outcasts of Israel*. < < «,i\ 

He healctkthe broken in hearty and bindeth- up their; 
wounds, "i. * 

. . He telleth the, number of the stars. He. cajiethihem 
all by their names. .« 

Great is our Lord, and^ef great power: His uyder~ 
standing is infinite. 

The Lord lifteih up the meek: He casteth the wicked 
down to the ground. ;, 

Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving: sing praise 
upw the harp unto our God : ^ 

Whofiovereth the heaven with clouds* Vfhq preparefh 
rain for the earth. Who maketh grass ta grow upon the, 
mountains. 

He jsjveth to the beast his food, and to the young ra+ 
vens which cry. 

He ddighteth not in the strength of the horse: He 
taketh noi pleasure in the legs ofaman. 

* Psalm cxlvii, 

v The 
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The Lord taketh pleasure yt them that fear Him* in 
those that hope in Hh mercy, 

. Praise the Lomld, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O 
Zioru 

For He hath strengthened the bars of thy gates : He 
hath blessed thy children within thee. 

He maketh peace in thy borders, andftteth thee with 
thejinestqf the wkeaL 

He sendeth forth his commandment upon earths His 
word runneth very swiftly* 

Hegiveth snow like toool: He scattereth the hoarfrost' 
tike ashes. . . - * 

He castethforth his ice like morsels: toko can stand be~ „ 
Jbre His cold? 

He sendeth out his word, and melieth them: He 
sausetk His wind to blow, and the waters flow. . 

He sheweth His word unto Jacob, His statutes, and 
His judgments unto Israel. 

He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for His 
judgments, they have not hwwn them* Praise ye the 
Lord. 

- * Praise ye the Lord* Praise ye the Lord from the 
heavens : praise Him in the heights. 

Praise ye Him, aU His angels : praise ye Him, all His 
hosts. 

Praise ye him, sun and moon : praise Him, all ye stars 
of light. 

Praise Him, ye heaven of heavens, and ye waters that 
he above the heavens. - 

Let them praise the name of the Lord : for he com- 
manded and they we're created. 

He hath also stablished them for ever and ever : he 
hath made a decree which shall not pass. 

Praise the Lord/toot the earth, ye dragons and all deeps. 

* Psalm cxlviii. 

Fires 
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Fire, and hail ; snow 9 and vapours; stormy wind Jul* 
Jilting His word; 

Mountains and alt kills ; Jruitful trees, and all cedars : 

Beasts j and all cattle; creeping things, and jlying fond; 

Kings of the" earthy And aU people; princes, and aU 
judges of the earth : 

Both young men and maidens : old men, and children : 

Let them praise the name of the Lord : Jbr Hi* name 
alone is excellent ; His glory is above the earth and heaven. 

He also exaUeth the horn of His people, the praise of all 
His saints ; even of the children of Israel, a people near 
unto Him. Praise ye the Lord. 

, Cyrus and Darius hadassignedthe tribute due to them 
•from Samaria to be paid towards the building, of the 
Temple, and furnishing the Jews with sacrifices, that 
oblations and prayer* might be offered there for the king 
and royal family, and the welfare of the Persian empire. 
This was a great mortification to the Samaritans* a&4 
they used their utmost endeavours to get rid, of whqt 
they thought an indignity, but could not succeed, and, 
on pretence .that the temple wwjinished, they refused 
to let the Jews have the annual sum any longer ; on 
which, complaint was made to Darius, and the Sama? 
ritatts were enjoined to pay it, as formerly, 

Darius, desirous of enlarging his empire, entered into 
India, and brought into subjection that large country ; 
from which he annually received a considerable sum* 
Some years after, he invaded Greece, but was repulsed 
with loss: he therefore resolved to make an invasion 
on it in person; and, notwithstanding the Egyptians 
revolted from him,he persisted in his design, but deter* 
mined to send a part of his forces to reduce Egypt. 
t)arius was at this time a vary old man; and, as there 
was a contest amongst his sons about the succession^ he 
thought it necessary to settle this point before he went 

on 
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■on his expedition, aad declared Xerxes his successor, 
When all things were ready for the Grecian war, Da- 
rius fell sick and died, having reigned thirty-six years. 
He was a prince of wisdom, clemency, and justice. 
'. The Divine being who appeared to Daniel, de- 
clared, that the fourth king of Persia after his time 
should exceed all his predecessors in power and riches; 
that he should be puffed up with an idea of his gran- 
deur, 'which would rise to the highest pitch: that he 
would assemble all the people in his boundless domi- 
nions, and lead them on. to attempt the conquest of 
Greece. This prediction w&s remarkably fulfilled. 

Xerxes, who was the fourth king of Persia, in the first 
year of his rergri, carried on the preparations for the 
^Grecian war r he confirmed to the Jews all the privi- 
leges granted to them b£ Darius, especially that of the 
tribute of Samafla. In the 3d year of his reign, he sub- 
dued tfte'Egyptians, arid reduced them to a* heavier yoke 
than befbre/ f Elated with this success, he resolved upon 
a war with '(Greece, and made great preparations for it. 
Joshua, (Re high* priest bf the Jews, died ahoutthis-thne; 
in the fifty-third year of his priesthood, and Jehoiakim 
his 'son succeeded in that office. Early, in the next 
Spring, Xerxes set out on his expedition .against Greece, 
with a land army, consisting of one million seven huh* 
flred thousand foot, and eighty thousand horse, and a 
fleet proportionable ; but, being vanquished by The- 
mistodes, the Athenian general, in a memorable battle 
at Salamis, ' he escaped in a small fishing-boat, and re- 
turned home, leaving three hundred thousand soldiers; 
uiider the command of one of his generals, to conquer 
Greece ; which army was, not long after, entirely de- 
stroyed at Platea, by Pausanias the Spartan. 
'■" Xerxetf, on his return home towards Shushan, passing* 
through Babylon, niade great devastation there by di*- 
ftroying their temples and images, by which he helped 

to 



( 241 ) 

to fulfil ike prophecies of Jeremiah find Jfeifth. The 
goldaiidmUrer, af whkfe the isaftgcg wefe raa^le, he 
-coaverted 46 common uses. Behgath&t wfofy 4tecou- 
-raggi hy^cfesflesudilgftiate,. l&?f^jzAMiW6A en- 
tirely up to luxury and dfaipatipa^d gr eW jjija great 
^coatempt with his people. Attufeaneg, the Sftptajn of 
4u*guani3 v conspt3ed.against him»ju*i wjtbjthe assistance 
of Mitht&ftates, his chamber!*^ g*$ jgtp the foy^l 
«paranent and tnu^erodLhira wrh&8lL8ide& jp iw bed* 
Artulxekxbs, pneof the sojttOjf.Xfifxeg, succeeded 
to the tbcooe: Jie is by the.. Greek Ifistqrians called 

Longimanus, on account of the great extent -of hjs 
.d<mtmon£. But in s#*ne parte of Scjaptyne he is called 

Ahasiubrus, and ve !*£*£ pqrft.tf his histpry in the 
■ Stole* • 

SECTiabJLxki, 

AHASUERUS MAKES A ROYA£ FEA&TV 

JFrow Esther, Ckap.u 

Now it came to pass in the dayp of Ahasuerus, (thjs 
i% Ahasuerus wliich , reigned from India * even unto 
Ethiopia, over. an hundred and seven and* twenty pro- 
vinces:) That in those days, when the king Ahasuerus 
. sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in 8hu- 
sban the pajace, 

In' the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto 
•all his princes and Ma servants; jhe powers of Perna, 
and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, 
being before him: wheq he shewed the riches of his 
glorious kingdom, .and ,the honour of. )m excellent ma- 
jesty, many days, even an hundred and fourscore days. 

And whoa those days were expired, the king made a 
feast unto all the people that were present in Shush&jt 
the palace, both unto great and small, seven days; in the 
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court of the garden of the king's palace; where were 
white, green and blue hangings, fastened with cords 
of fine linen and purple to silver rings, and pillars of 
-marble; the bedswere of gold and silver, upon a pave* 
meat of red, and blue, and white, and black marble. - 

And they gave diem drink.in vessels of gold, the ve& 
sels being diverse one from another, and royal wine in 
abundance, according to the state of the king. 
•' And the drinking was according to the law: none 
did compel ; for so the king had appointed to all the 
officers of his house, that they should do according to 
every man's pleasure* 

Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women ia 
the royal house which belonged to lung t Ahasuerus* 

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was 
merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, 
Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Caress, 
the seven chamberlains that served in the presence of 
Ahasuerus the king, 

To bring Vashti the qUeen before the king, with the 
crown royal, to shew the people and the princes, her 
beauty ; for she was fair to look on. 

But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king's 
commandment by his chamberlains : therefore was the 
king very wroth, and his anger burned in him. 

Then the king said to the wise men, (which knew 
the times), for so was the king's manner toward all that 
knew law and judgment: 

And the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, Ad* 
matha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Mernucan, the 
seven princes of Persia and Media, which saw the 
king's face, and which sat the first in the kingdom ? 

What shall we do unto the queen Vashti according 
Xo law, because she hath not performed the command- 
ment of the king Ahasuerus by the chamberlains"? 

- And 
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And Memucan answered before the. king ancLthe 
princes, Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to, the 
king only v but also to all die princes, and to all the 
people that are in all the provinces of tka king Aha* 
suerus, _ 

For thia deed of the queen shall come abroad unto 
all women a? that they shall despise their husbands in 
their eyes, when it shall be reported the king Aha* 
suerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in 
before him, but she came not. 

Likewise shall' the ladies of Persia and Media say 
this day unto all the king's prince?, which have heard 
of the deed of the queen* Thus shall there arise too 
much contempt and wrath. 

If it please the king, let there go a royal command* 
ment from him, and let it be written among the laws 
of the Persians and the Medes that it be not altered* 
That Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus* 
and let the king give her royal estate unto another that 
is fetter than she. 

And when the king's decree which he shall ma ke 
shall be. published throughout all his empire* (for it is 
great) all the wives shall give to their husbands honour 
both to great and small. , 

And the saying pleased the king and the princes; and 
the king did according to the word of Memucan: For 
he sent letters into all the king's provinces, into every, 
province according to the writing thereof, and to every 
'people after their language, that every man should bear 
rule in his own house, and that it should be published 
according to the language of every people. 

• 
ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

From the beginning of this section we may form a 
lively idea of the greatness and magnificence of Aha- 

M2 suerus. 



•suertte.'He seems totoare been possessed of a- noble and 
liberal mmd, and to bare bad aTOy jttet nation of hos» 
-pitaKty, ki allowing -«rery -one 4 to'foHow hfoown incli- 
nations, -without toeing urged te exceed'the bounds of 
temperance. He did not, however,, observe the pro* 
^ence which be meant- to recommend ; for the golden 
goblets ^circulated at she royal table, tfll the ieng lost 
the power -of judging what respect and decorum were 
*hie to iris queen, or -he would not have desired Taskti 
to exhibit herself to public view, in *ltose apartments 
appropriated to die men, tontrary -to the custom of -the 
'Persians. Vashti considered it as a great indignity put 
Hipon iier, to be requirexl-to expose her royal person to 
the idle gaze of a set of riotous guests, who, in their 
"hours of sobriety, might -be the first to condemn her 
compliance. Had she softened her denial with kind 
♦remonstrances, and respectful exeuses, the king might 
*perhaps have been induced to change his purpose; but 
the public contempt which she put upon his authority, 
both as her sovereign and her husband, was a real of- 
■fence, which it was not easy, or indeed proper, to pass 
over at such- a time especially, when the eyes of afl the 
kingdom were in a particular manner directed to the 
„throne. 

The sentence againt Vashti, though, perhaps, agree* 
able to rigid justice, appears ^particularly severe, as 
Ahasuerjis had required Jier to do what was generally 
esteemed by the Persians inconsistent with tfre Jules rf 
female delicacy. How far his example is deserving of 
imitation may be learnt from the New Testament, which 
requires wives -to submit to theft husbands, and husbands 
to love their wives, and not to be bitter against them 9 * 
Those of either sex, who are placed in exalted stations, 
0ugl}t, without doubt, to be particularly circumspect in 
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Ihei* conduct; hut happily for. Britons, they have a 
pattern before them* the very reverse.of that which was. 
esthibitfedhy Ahpsuftrus to his subjects;. and. however 
the Persian husbands might fear the lose of their author 
rity through the disobedience of their queen* no such 
danger at present exists in this nation. Hapgy would 
tt te for thousands* were the soyal example allowed to 
have the same extensive influence as the nobles of 
Persia apprehendedfompoxw Vashtifs opposition to he^ 
hswgjtfy lord; We should then no longer see those 
who are designed to bear together the burden, of evili 
feeideat to, humanity, and share its joys, wasting, in 
separate scenes of dissmatioB* the hours allotted By I)i- 
«me Providence todacnestic pleasures and^exnployments. 
We should no leager hear- of those divorees, whteb ave' 
& scandal to oar age and nation, but every rmn. would 
know how to bear proper rule in his house; and. mves* 
iMgrBCtendrsniatt, middkamrfrom the consort oftfmr 
s^TWgfoto g& dishonour to thdr husbands* . x 

SECTION LXSII. 

ESTHER MADE 4UEE1J-, ISSXEAn. QF XAWTU 

PV"om Esther, Chap. ir. 



' Arras* these thk^s, when the wrath of king Ah*- 
ftueras was appeased, he remembered Vashti, and; what 
she had done, and what was decreed against her* 

Then said thfe ktog*s servants, that ministered unto 
liittS Lei tfae*0 be Fair young virgins sought, ib* the 
kin*/ / ' .' : ? 

And let the maiden which pleaseds she kitag^ te 
<pteefe instead! of Vashri, * Ai*i the thing pteasetf the 
king, and he <Hd so. 

Vbw in Sbushan the palace, there was-* certain Jew, 

M3 whose 
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whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of 4 
Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite, 
" WIio had been carried ,away from Jerusalem withr 
the captivity which ha&1>een carried away with Jeco- 
niah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of Babylon had carried away. 

. And he brought up tiadassdh, that is Esther, ha 
uncle's daughter: for she had neither father nor mo- 
ther, and the maid was fair and beautiful: whom Mor- 
decai, when her father and mother were dead, took fo* 
his own daughter. 

So it came to pass, when the king's commandment 
and his decree was heard, and when many maiden* 
were gathered together unto Shushan the palace, to th£ 
custody of Hegai, that Esther was brought also unto 
the king's house, to the custody of Hegai, keener of the 
women. . » 

Esther had not shewed her people nor her kindred; 
lor Mordecai had charged her that she should not 
ishjewit. ~ 

.And Mordecai walked every day before the court 
of the women's house, to' know how Esther did, and 
what should become of her. 

And it came to pass that the king loved Esther above 
all the women, and she obtained grace and favour in 
his sight more flian all the virgins ; so that he set the 
royal crown upon her head, and made her queen in- 
stead of VashtL 

' Then the king made a great feast unto all his princes 
;*nd his servants, even Esther's feast: and he made a 
release to the provinces, and gave gifts, according to 
'the state of the king. 

• And when the virgins were gathered together the 
second time, then Mordecai sat in the king's gate. 

Esther had not yet shewed her kindred nor her peo- 
ple ; 
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pic ; as IVIordecai had charged her; for Esther didithe 
commandment of Mordecai, like as when she* waa 
brought up with him, 

ANNOTATIONS aso REFLECTIONS. 

It is thought that Ahasuerus had a great affection for 
his queen, and would have restored her to favour, but 
that the decrees of the Persians were irreversible. It 
was four years before he made choice of another don- 
sort. Though Mordecai w#s zealously attached to the 
Gon of his fathers, he had, for prudent ifilreaspns, con- 
pealed his religion from the knowledge of the Persians, , 
and enjoyed a place under their government. He is 
supposed to have been one of those, who went up to Je- 
rusalem with the first ta obtain a settlement: and thai 
ne staid till the building of the Temple was stopped, and 
then went to Babyl6n and the Persian court, in hope* 
of doing the Jews some service there. * 

^Mordecai had the interest of his brethren at hearty 
when hie laid & scheme to get Esther to be queen, and 
she was actuated by the same motives to coincide with 
him. . The sequel will shew, that her exaltation waj 
productive of great benefit to the Jews. 

It is very remarkable that a poor orphan' captive"' 
should be raised to a throne. 

SECTION LXXIH. 

t 

HAMAK EXALTE* — DECREE AGAINST THE JEWS. 

From Esther^ Chap, ii, iii. 

In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's gate* 
two of the king's chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of 
those which kept the door, were wroth, and sought to 
lay hand on the king Ahasuerus, 

K* And 
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' A*d die thing was known to Slofdecai, who told it 
into Esther die quee»i and Eetftttr certified the king 
thereof in Mordecai's name. 

And when inquisition was .made of the matter, it 
was found oiiti therefore they wfetfgbotft hanged on a 
tree. And it was written in the hook of the chronicles 
before the king. 

After these things did king Ahasuerns promote Ha- 
inan the*on of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced 
him, and set his teat above ail the princes that were 
with him. 

And aU the king's *6rvants< that were' in the king's 
fate bowed* and reverenced Haman: fot the king baa 
to commanded concerning, him. But MordeC&i bowe£ 
$©t^ nor did him reverence. 

• Then the king's servants which were in the king** 
fate, said unto Mofdeeai, Why transgressest thou the 
Jung's commandment ? 

Now, it came to pass* when the; spake dally unto 
%hxkj and he heaikened not unto them,4hat they told 
Haman to see whether Mordecai's matters would stand; 
for he had told them that he was a Jew. 

And when Haman saw that MordeCai bowed not, 
jior did him reverence, then was Hainan full of wrath. - 

And he thought fecorn to lay hands onMordecai 
alone ; for they had shewed him the people of Morde- 
cai : wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews 
t'rat were throughout itit whole* kingdom of Aha- 
auerus, even the people of Mordecai. 

In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the 

twelfth year of" king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is 

the lot, btforto Hainan* froo? day to day, aai ftrtm 

month %6 menth, to the twelfth mouth, that is, th* 

month Adar* , 

And 
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And Hanaansaid unto king Ahasuerus, Therein ** 
certain people s^tter^ abroad, and dispersed among, 
the people in aU the provinces of thy kingdom-; and 
their laws are diverse from all people; neither keep 
they the king's laws : therefore it is not for the king's 
profit to suffer them. 

If it please the king let it be written that they may - 
be destroyed : and I will pay ten thousand talents of. 
silver to the hands of those that have the charge of the 
business, to bring it into the king's treasuries* 

An&the king took his ring from his hand, and gave 
it unto Hainan, the eon of Hajnxnedatha. the Agagite 
the Jew's, enemy* 

And the king said unto Hainan* The silver is .given 
to thee, the people also* to do with them as it seemeth * 
good to thee* 

. Then, were the king's scribes called on. the thirteenth 
day of the first month,, find there was written according 
to ajj that Haman had commanded unto the king's .lieu- 
tenants, and to the governors that were over every ppo- , 
vince, and to the rulers of every people of every ^pro- 
vince according to the writing thereof* and to every 
people after their language ; in the name of king Aha* 
sji*ru§ was it written* and sealed with the king's ring. 
* And the letters were sent by posts into all the king's 
provinces, to 4c^k>y„ to kill, and to cause to perish, aU 
Jews froth young laid old, little children* and women* 
in one day, even npon the thirteenth day of she twelfth 
month, which is the month Adar, and to tak$ the spoil' 
of them for a prey* 

The copy of the writing for a commandment to be ^ 
* given in every province-was published unto all people 
that they should be ready against that day* 

The posts went out, being hasteaeef by. the king^ J 

JVJ i commandinent^ "i 
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commandment, and the decree was given in JShushan 
the palace. Andthe~king and Haman sat down to' 
drink, but the city Shushan was perplexed.^ 

• - 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The service which Mordecai rendered to the king^ 
and government, was a very important one z what a 
happy circumstance was it for this monarch, that Esther 
had been honoured with his royal, preference ! The 
reason that Mordecai would not bow to Haman was, 
that he knew him to be an Amalekite, one of those 
people who bore constant hatred to the God of Israel* * 
Haman certainly must have been a very wicked as well 
as proud man, or he wouM not have taken such cruel' 
revenge for a personal affront! Not content with de- 
siring the death, of the offender, be wished to extermi- 
nate the whole nation to which he belonged. 
- In the Apocrypha there is the following letter, said ~ 
to be a copy of that sent by king Ahasuerus 1 who is: 
there called Artaxerxes. 

' The great king Arfiaxerxes tvrttcth these things to tftei 
princes and governors, that are- under him Jrom Indie* 
uhto Ethiopia, in an hundred and seven and twenty pro- 
vinces. After that I became lord over many rratfons^ 
and had' dominon over the toAofe - l aooria\ not lifted vp> 
xcith presumption of my authority* but carrying myself 
always with equity and mildness ,1 * purposed to settle my* 
subjects continually in a quiet life,, and making my king- 
dom peaceable, and* open, for a passage to the utmost- 
coasts, to retievd peaces tohich is desired of all 1 mem. 
&av lahcn I asked my counsellors how: this may-b*- 
brought to pass, Haman, that excelled in tvisdom among 
tis, and teas approved for* fti* constant good mll f and: 

siedfast 



bedfast [fidelity, and had the honour of the second place 
in the kingdom, declared unto us that in all nations 
throughout the world there tikis scattered a certain nm- 
Hcious people that had lanes contrary to all nations, arid 
continually despised the commandments 'of kings, so as 
the uniting of our kingdoms, honourably intended by us 
cannot goforwardi Seeing then me understand that this 
people alone \is continually in opposition unto all men, 
differing in the strange manner of their laws, and evil' 
affected to our state, working all the mischief they can,' 
that our kingdom may not be firmly established : There- 
Jbre have pie commanded y that ail they that are signified 
in writing unto you by Hamdn fwho is ordained over 
ike_ affairs,, and is next unto its)' s&aU afy with their 1 
wives and children, be utterly destroyed by the swofdqf 
tfheir enemies, without alt mercy and' pity, the fourteenth 
day qf the twelfth month Adar qf this present year :" 
that' they who are old, and f now also are malicious, may 
ip one day with violence go into the grave and : so ever 
Kereajier cause our affairs to be weO settled, and without 
trouble: . ' 

How' unjust was Afiasiierus to consent that ft set of 
people, /who-wtfre under his protection, should be bar- 
barously r m&s*afcred without any enquiry into then* 
conduct, only because- his favourite;**!^ represented 5 
them as enemies to the state.. * Tddretat reflection* he 
Bad recourse to thafc intoxicating' liquor that had' once 
before hurried hira into an ae* of severity, which his 
cooler judgment condemned;* * 

No wonder that the city of ShusKan should' be per- 
plexed : for it must needs grieve every person ofloyalty 
and humanity to see the king so'abused, andthe inno- 
cent condemned to suffer., ' 
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From Eether, Chap, ivv 

When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Wor- 
decai rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, 
and went *ut m thamidst of* the .city*, and cried with 
aloud and a bitter cry. 

-And came even. before the king's gate: for none 
might enter into the king's gate clothed with sack- 
cloth. 

w .And in every province whithersoever the king's com- 
mandment and his decree came* there was great mourn- 
ing, among the Jews, and lasting and weeping, and 
jailing ; and many lay, ip-sackcloth, and ashes. 

* So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and 
told it her, - Then was the queen exceedingly grieved ; 
and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take 
away hi* sackcloth from him i but he received it not. 

.* The» called Esther fox Hatach f <me of the kirig 9 *- 
chamberlains, whom he had appointed 4o~ attend upon 
he^aj^igarejbifn ,$ ^mtnaadment to Mordecai to* 
know whajt it w% a*i4 why it was, 
, So Hajaqh if*,^. forth, to Mordecai unto the street ef 
the city ? which, wa&jtefore* the king's gate*; 

And Mordecai told him- of all that had happened 
untQhjm,<iad*f the sumnf the money that Hanmn 
had pt«*oise4 to pay to the king's treasuries far thfe> 
Jews* to destroy them : 

Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the de« 
cree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to shew 
it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her and to charge 

- her 
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her that she should go m unto the kiBff.to make sup- 
plication unto him, and to make request before him for 
her' people. 

And Hatach came and toM Esther the words of MoN : 
decai. - 

* Again Esther spake unto Hataeh, and gave him com- 
mandment unto Mordecai. 

* -All the king's servants, and the people of the king's 
provinces, do know, thatvhosoever, whether -man or 
woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court 
who is not called, there is one law of his to ptrt htm to- 
death except such to whom the king shall hold out 
the golden sceptre* that he may live :< but I have not 
been called to come in unto the king. these thirty days. 

And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. 

Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think 
not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's* 
house more than all the Jews.. 

For if thou altogether boldest thy peace at this time 
then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise tar 
the Jews from another place ; butthou and thy father** 
^ouse shall be destroyed : and who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for «uch a time as this? 
. Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer. 

Go, gather together all the Jews that are present ia 
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor .drink 
three days, night or day : I also and my maidens will 
fost likewise ; and so wfll I go in unto the king, which. 
is not according to the law : and if I perish, I perish. 

So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all 
Aot Esther had commanded him* 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 

The author of the book ofEsther in the Apocrypha,. 
gure»4he following account of the behaviour of Mor- 
decai and Esther on this afflicting occasion. 

Then Mordecai thought upon air the works of the 
Lord, and made his prayer unto him saying, Lord, 
IsORiXiihe king: Almighty ; for the world is in Thy 
power, andif Thou hast appointed to save Israel, there: 
is no man can gainsay Thee. For Thou hast made hea* 
vat and earth and all the ponderous things under the- 
heaven. Thou art Loan. of aJC things,' and there is no- 
man that can resist Thee\ which art the Lord. Thaw 
knowest all things, and Thou knowest, Lord, that it* 
was neither in* contempt nor .pride, nor Jbrany desire of' 
glory, that I did not bom down to proud Human* For 
i could have been content with good will Jor the salva-. 
tion of Israel, to kiss the soles of his feeU But I did this* 
that I might not prefer the glory of man above the glory* 
$f God meither tvifl I worshipt any but Thee, O God,. 
neither tvillldo it in pride. Amd now, O Lord God,. 
and King, spare thy people : for thkir eyes* are upon. us. 
to bring us to nought ; yea s they desire to destroy tfo 
inheritance that hath been Thine from the beginning. 
Despise not the portion which thou hast delivered? out 
qf Egypt for Thine own self. Hear my prayer v and be< 
nterciftd unto- Thine inheritance : turn our. sorrow into 
jpy, that we may live, Loud, and praise Thy- name: 
and destroy not the months of them that praise- %hee, 0. 
Lord. n 

Queen Esther also, being in, fear of death> resorted' 
unto the Lord : 

And laid away her glorious apparel, and put on the 
garments of anguish and mourning: and instead of 
precious ointments,she covered hex head with. a*hee, 

and 






and she humbled her body greatly, and afi the 
of her joy .she filled with her torn hair. 
. And she prayed unto the Loto Goo of Israel, laying, 
Q Lqrd,' TJiq* only art our Kings help me,* desolate^ 
woman, who have na helper fort thee: For My danger- 
is in mine hand. From my youth, up I have heard in\ 
the tribe of my family, Jhat Thou, O Lord, iobkest 
Israel from among all people, andintr fathers from aU 
their predecessors, for a perpetual inheritance, and thorn 
hast performed . whatsoever Thou didst promise them* 
And n,w we have, sinned before TJtee: therefore hast. 
Thou given 14s. into the hands of our enemies, because 
vie worshipped their gods: Lord, thou art righteous- 
Nevertheless,, it satisfieth them not, that we are in bit- 
ter captivity * but they, have stricken hand with their, 
idols. That fhey wiH abolish the thing that Thou with, 
Thy mouth hast ordained, and destroy Thine inheritance ± 
and stop the mouth of them that praise Thee, and quench 
the glory of Thy house, and -of Thine altar,, and* open* 
the mouths of the heathen to set forth, the praises* of tha 
idols, and to magnify a Jleshly, king for ever. 0. Lord* 
give not Thy sceptre unto* them that be- nothings and let, 
them not laugh at ourfa(l; but turn, their devko-upon ' 
themselves, and make him> y an- e^ampls that, hath began* 
this against us. Remember, Lo£JD r make. Thyself 
known in time of our, affliction, . and give me boldness, (X 
King of the nations,, and Lord, of all power* Give me 
eloquent speech in my mouth before the Hon.: turn his 
heart to hate him that fghteth against us,, that there 
may be an, end ofhim, % and of ail that are like-minded 
to him: But deliver us with Thine hand,- and Jielp rn*. 
ftiat am desolate, and have no. other helper but thee. 
Thou knowest all Things, O Load, Thou .knowest that 
J hate the glory of the unrighteous ; TJwu knowest my, 
necessity, for I abhor the sign of my high estate which 
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is upon mgKea&ht the days herein I skew myself, and 
that 1 war it not-token I amen private by myself. And 
thai thing handmmdhath net eaten at Hainan's table, 
ami that I hen* not^ gpoatfy esteemed the hinges Jeast, 
jtor drunk the mine of the drink offering*. Neither had 
thine handmaid anyjogfr smoethaday thai I wzs brought 
hither to this present, but in Thee, O Lord God of 
'Abraham. Thau mighty God above all, hear the 
eoice of the /brknrn, and delwer us nut of the hands of 
the mischievous, and deliver me oat ofmyjear. 

The melancholy occasion justified the violence of 
Mordecai's grief; for supposing that by means of the 
queen he could have used interest to secure his own 
life, how could he have sustained, without the utmost 
distress of mind, the thoughts of the miserable end to> 
which thousands of those with whom he was united 
in faith were condemned? 

Mordecai's expostulations, in his last message to the 
queen, shew, that he had a strong faith in the power of 
God, and an earnest expectation* that the Lord would* 
in remembrance of his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, extend His compassion to their afflicted race, in 
this time of extreme danger. He considered the ad- 
vancement of Esther to the crown as the work of Pro-- 
vidence, that she might be an instrument of good to 
her people; and therefore urged her to take an unpre* 
cedented measure, trusting to the Divine blessing on her 
pious endeavours. The laws of Persia forbad her ap- 
proach-to- Ahasuerus; but the Divine law required that 
she should omit no means for serving her God, and her 
country, 

• As soon as Esther was convinced that it was her duty 
to exert her influence with the king, she resolved to 
^hazard her life, rather than neglect it. But knowing 

— ~ * .«# tn3t 
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that the hearts of riionarchs ate under the fule and go- 
vernance of the Suprbm© Bb jnO, she wisely determined 
to commend herself and her people to the protection of 
Gen, and to require her attendants to join wish, her ; 
from whicHwenfay infer, that she wished, not only to * 
offer her own supplication in private, but to eb-operate 
with- that public humiliation, Wiiieh the exigence of 
the case required. Having taken these resolutions, site 
resigned herself to thef disposal df heaven* - • i 

- With what true humility and piety did Esther offer 

ft evidently ttppeurs that she had not been a clfflttdate 
for royalty through any desire of earthly grandeur-; ott 
the contrary, the' crown which adorned 4ier temples, 
Was considered by her as a mark of ignofttiny,- since Hf 
distinguished her to the world as the consort of apnea* 
thefr prince* Kot afi the pkeasureA of a luxtttimiecour* 
had any charms for her; she experienced^ neVjby,- But 
Chat whfch she so ardently sought, by pouring out heir 
soul in pious adoration to the Lord Goi>of her jUthers* 
f The situation ra which Esther was placed, exposed 
tier to many temptations; but, by the aid of Dtvme 
.grriee, she was enableditf resist them all, an&to leave 
to the ^Oiid a shiningexantple of FEttAL*PA?Rro?is&& 

SECTION LXXV. ] 

ESTHER GOES IKTO THE. PRESENCE OF AHASUERUSt 

From Esther, Chap. v. — Apoc. Chap, xvi* 

• » - * 

. And upon the third day, when Esther had ended he* 
prayer, she laid away her mourning garments, and put 
on her glorious- apparel. 

And being gloriously adorned, after she had called 
upon God, who is the beholder and saviour of all things^ 
die took two maids with hen* ' ' 

And 
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And upon the one she leaned* as carrying herself 
daintily. And the other followed, bearing up her train. 
- And she was ruddy through the perfection of her 
beauty, and her countenance wag chearful, and .very 
amiable ; but her heart was in anguish for fcnr. 

Then having passed through all the door*, she stood 
$K&re the king, who sat upon his royal throne, ana was 
clothed with all his robes' of majesty, .all glittering with 
gold and precious stones ;■ and he was very dreadrul. 
. Then lining up his countenance that shone with ma- 1 
jeaty, he loQkfg} Y €r y freely upon her: and the queen 
feUdown, and was pale, and fainted, and bowed her* 
felf-mwtn the hand of %he maid that went before her, 
f ._ Then Gop changed the spirit of the king into mild* 
ness, who in* fear leaped from bis throne, and took 
b^r in his arnas, till she came, to herself. again, and com- 
felted her: with loving words, <ui4 said unto her, Esther, 
whatjsthe matter? I am thy brother, be of good cheen 
TJiou fJbolt not die, though our commandment be ge* 
noml : conpe near, 

\ J^jod so he held up' his golden sceptre, and laid it upon 
her neck, and embraced her, and said, Speak unto me. 
Then she said unto him, I saw. thee, my lord as an 
angel of Gob, and my heart was troubled for fear of 
thy majesty. For wonderful art thou, lord, and thy 
countenance is full of grace. 
And as she was speaking, she fell down for faintness. 
Then the king was troubled, and all his. servants coffl : 
forted her. 

Then said die king unto her, What wilt thou, queen 
Esther ? and what is thy request? It shall be even {jjiren 
thee to the half of the kingdom. 

And Esther answered, If it seem good unto the king, 
let the king and Haman come this day unto the banquet 
that I have prepared for him. 

' -* Then 
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. The* the king said, Cause HaiiMm to mate haste that 
be may-do as father hath said. . So the king and Hainan. 
$ame to the banquet that Esther ted prepared. . 

. And the lung said unto Esther at the banquet of wine, 
What kthy petition? and it shall be granted thee; . and 
whet is thy request? even to the half of Jthe kingdom 
it ahaU be performed. . 

< Then answered Esther, -and said* My petition, and 
my request is, If I haveibund favour in the eight o| 
the king, and if it please the long to grant my petition* 
sad to perform my request, lei .die king and Hamaq 
«me I* Aft banquet that I shall prepare for them, an*} 
I wiB do to-morrow as the kiaghata$«d» 

*» *lfee beautiftd description, in 81* beginning of thiii 
Aection/qfHBsthei'sapproachto kiftg Ahasuerus, is take* 
ftorn the Apocryphal book. * It places the character of 
Esther in the most amiable light. While 'her heart, with 
truly feminine softness, trembled for fear, she assumed 
a cheerful countenance that she mightf not, by art *p 
pearance of timidity, impress the king with an idea that 
she was going to make a$ improper request. The trial 
was however too great, for her delicate frame to sustain. 
The'Sten* countenance of the king overcame: her reso- 
lution; she fainted under the terror of his looks; but 
her sweet emotibn was more powerful than eloquence, 
k spoke to the heart of. the stern .mongrel}; and he, 
who had banished one queen for refusing to obey his 
unreasonable command, was subdued by the gentleness 
of another, .so as to give an unreserved promise of grant* 
ing.aftshe cpuld desire. Scarcely recovered from her 
violent agitation of spirits, Esther thought it prudent to 
defer making her request known till she could do it 
• „ . with 



with composure. She also ttMbtaeii tft «etttfe 4to ab- 
sent ; and judged & adrisdbkr to gxpfehv btr **isb«# t» 
the king ifi' tiNne hear* wfeen* fedl-^ fMm^wteitftoiwy 
k was Mis usual mAMti tfr attend fav Band uitfee so» 
«ial board wkii hi* fevouiiUi iia-ftaanv 

This patfUf Esther'* his**? sJfarte asttibmg flpgp* 
pie of the force of female gentleness w&igh; shosM bb» 
commend the ptactittdof it*?- ataxy fromao*. Than? is 
ascertain sensed taperionty in Urn iearuof ftsanvirincls 
ift is-tbe Aty* tfa&I may sty tfee htUresty of w«*«* It* 
gtetifyi for ici^tofiarit^diy Htww, s^dws»'«fa» 
pesfec* fe4^aff*tigfyifrit tfc-gdtaat ttaw -fetalfe*, or 
able to afford 4o^rir wisos-thsffi pimanimi mhuik 4bty 
may frequently stand in need of. 

Est&ep'^TtaBaJwpl^ kralsp worthy, o£ imitation an an- 
other particular: she assumed an amiable and cheerful 
pofUntenance* writ certainfyintended to«4dr^s$rh v Jrfkig 
and h*lsba*d wkh jp&tLe< pexsuasioju The* fainting! 
tohtcfc prevented hes doing so nfere accidentd y and b| 
no meatts the effect ^f artifice or affectation. Itaepsasi 
that at the banquet her jcourag* again &1$&)*8f* which 
ocraajoned ibe delay of her p*|itioa.u> aM^r,day«< , 



SECTKW UCXVL 

HAKAlf ZUCTSTK A GAI&QW& ISOt M0SOKGA3U 

from Esther, Chap. v. 

The* wetit Hamari forth that day joyfoff, amfwitn 
a glad heart: but when' Haitian saw Monfecaf m the 
king's gate, that he stood nbt up nor moved for fratf, 
[he was full of indignation* agamst Monfcfcaii ' J 

Nevertheless, Haman refrained himself; and* -when 
he came home, he sent and called for his friends, and 
£eresh htfwife 

Mi 
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•the cpti&tttde^f hjfc children* aqdall the things wherein 
<tJke king had promoted -him* wd how he had advanced 
,him j&evethe princes *nd servants of the king. 
. . Jfamwm&mot90ver 9 yea, Sstber the queen did J?t 
fso.mm cprae hi with the kk*g unto the banquet th^t 
cvhe.hsd pnepared^but ro^elf; ,and tp,i&*riw mi I i*- 
vited unto her also with ibd ling. • 

Vfet all this awletfc ineiiiptihiag, so^kmg |» I we 
. Mordocai the . Jewakting at -the Jghig'«£»te. 

Then-said Zcnrah hisiwifc, and fdhbis friends uutp 
-him, Let a gallows be made *f£% iwbksfcigh, anfl 
to-morrow speak thos JUBW-thefei^gt^trMppd^^iii^ 
.be hanged thereon: then go thou in gtftrrily with the 
king unto the banquet. And the thing pleased Ha- 
inan, and he caused the fallow* to be made. 

ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 

•From this account of Haman we learn, that the 
happiness of men depends more upon the state of their 
own minds than on any external circumstances. In* 
ordinate passions are the great disturbers of life; and, 
unless we possess a good conscience, and a well -govern- 
ed mind, discontent Will blast every enjoyment, and. the 
- highest prosperity will prove only disguised misery. 
Let us then fix this conclusion in our minds, that the 
.destruction of our virtue i6 the destruction of our peace. 
* X*et lis Jceep our hearts with all diligence ■, and govern them 
with the greatest care y for out of them are the issues of I. <e* 
Jn no station* in no period, should we think ourselves 
secure from the dangers whichspring from our passions, 

♦The annotations to this section are taken fmm an excellent 
•errooa by Dr. Blair oil this subject, which may be read with grftit 
advantage as a farther comment gu this strikiii£pat*age. 

fcr 



for they beset every station from* youth to grey h&rs, 
trnd from the peasant to the prince. At first setting 
out in life especially, when yet unacquainted witn the 
world and its snares, when every pleasure enchants with 
its smite, and every object' shines with the gloss of no- 
velty, youth should beware of the seducing appearances 
which surround them, and recollect what others have 
suffered from the power of headstrong desire. Pride in 
particular is of a most dangerous tendency, and pro- 
sperity is too apt to produce it; when once indulged, 
there is no knowing to what enormities 'it will lead. 
Hainan was not delivered up all at once to the madness 
of revenge. His passions rose with the tide of prospe- 
rity, and pride completed what prosperity had begun, 
i 

*. «. ... V 

SECTION LXXVII. 

MORDECAI HONOURED — HAMAK HAtfGEDL 

From Esther, Chap, vi t vii, viii; . 

On that night could not the. king sleep, and he com- 
manded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; 
and they were read before the, king. 

And it was found written that Mordecai had told of 

_ * 

Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's chamberlains, 
the keepers of the door, who sought to lay hand on the 
king Ahasuerus. 

And the king said, What honour and dignity hath 
been done to Mordecai for this ? Then said the king's 
* servants that ministered unto him, There is nothing 
done for him. 

And the king said,- Who is in the court ? Now ifti- 

man was come into the outward court of the, king's 

house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai on 

the gaHows that he had prepared for him. . 

And 
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And tne k&ig's servants said unto him, Behold, Ha- 
inan standefir in the court. And. the king said. Let 
him come in. r 

So Hainan came in. And the' king said unto him, 
What shall be done unto the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to honour? Now Hainan thought m his heart, 
To whom would the king delight to do honor more 
than to myself ? . 

And Haman answered the king, For the man whom 
the king delighteth to honour, let the royal apparel be 
brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse 
that the king rideth upon* and the crown royal which 
is set upon his head: 

And let this apparel and horse be delivered to the 
hand of one of the king's most noble princes, that they 
may array the man withal whom the king delighteth 
to honour, and bring him on horseback through the 
street of the city, and proclaim before htm, Thus shall 
it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour. 

Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, arid take 
the apparel and the horse, asthou hast said, and do even 
so to M ordecai the Jew, that sxtteth at the king's gate : 
let nothing fail of all- that thou hast spoken. 

Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and 

arrayed Mordecai, and brought tan on horseback 

* through the street of the city, and proclaimed before 

him, Thus shall be done unto the man whom the king 

delighteth to honour. 

And Mordecai came again to the king's gate. But 
Haman hasted to his house mourning, and having his 
head covered. * • 

And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his friends 

-every thing thar had befallen him. Then said his wise 

men and Zeresh his wife unto him, If Mordecai be of 

* . n the 



the seed; of Jfffffe bfjfcre vbflip thou -feist begun to 
iaH, tfcou «hafc flfll BWIYed «g*Wt Imp* .felt *W*#u*eiy 
fall before him. 

And while they we*e ye$ talking with him* eame ihe 
^nig** chamberlains, and ho^df to iidng. Human UAI6 
the banquet tj*at Eatbe* hod prepatad. 

So the Jftng^aad Hainan uaine to the banquet wM* 
Esther the queen. 

And the kSng *aid:ag»ra aita> Esther on Jthe aeooad 
day at the banquet of .wipe, Whatis thy petition, <£ueen 
Esther? and it shall fee graotedjthee: and what istthy 
.request?, ardkfihftUjh&f^fbiipedrOT^ 
the kingdom. 

Then Esther tfeg queen anawered t and said, If I have 
found favour m thy tight, O king, and if it please the 
Jung, Let my life be given me at my petition, and my 
. people At my requeat'? : 

For we are sold, J and my people, to- be destroyed, tp 
, be slain, and to ipcrisk But if iwc Jbad been aoU for 
bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my tongue, ai- 
, though- the ^eneroy .couM notxxmnterrail the king's da- 
mage, . ■ • 
Then J;fee king Ahasuerus. answered and said unto 
Esther the .queen, Who fc Jtoe, and where is lie, that 
durst pre4iupe in tis heart to jlo $0/ 
. And f st^er pajd, The adfewary and enemy is- this 
. wielded Haman« 'Then Hainan wfeaftaid 'before tha 

^iqg.andqii^epv .-, " ' 

And the king arising from the banquet of -itiflse in 

. his wrath went ; into 4he palace garden: and iJibfoan 

. stood up to make request tojr hi* ifr tq father ihe 

queen; for he saw that there was e.vjl dfiterminad 

. against him -by, the king. / : r , 

, ^Then the kiqg/re turned out . of his 'palace gacden into 

"the 
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the place of the banquet of wine, and at the lungfa 
command they covered Hainan's face 

And Harbonah, one of the chamb erl ain s, sa id hefbre 
the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, 
which Hainan had made for Mordecai, wh» had spoken 
good for the king, rtandeth in th* house of Hainan, 
Then the king said, Hang him thereon/ 

So they hanged Haman on the gallom that .he bad 
prepared for Mordecai. Then was 'the king?* wrath 
pacified. 

On that day did the king Ahanuehm give the house 
of Hainan the Jew'a enemy unto Esther the qbete A*d 
Mordecai came before the king ; for Esther had told 
what lie was unto her. .; . . 

And the king took off his ring which he had taken 
from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther 
set Mordecai over the house of Haman. - ; 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 

It must doubtless be considered as an interposition of 
Providence, and not the efiect of chance, that the 
king could not sleep, that he should send for the records, 
and that they should be opened at so critical a place. 
Hainan's mortification and subsequent punishment bear 
evident marks of Divine judgments, and aflbrd l a warn- 
ing to all who indulge in their minds the malignant 
passions of hatred and revenge. Qn the other hand, Ihe 
' honours which were paid to Mordecai, and his future 
advancement, plainly shew that the Lord is ever at 
handto maintain the cause of his faithful servants: and 
is not only able to defeat the schemes of : the wicked, 
but to turn their mischief upon their own heads which 
• they designed for others. In -this case 'there, was no 
miracle; all was brought about apparently in the uBual 
Vol. IV. N course 



j 



V 



*^ 



;tyniKe>tfhhmiwa$uroi wh^h gives pmiculavtacoti* 
ragement togoodpeople* wiio Jarce under a dispensation 
-'ifrwhiefea^tia^^ 

.< ^iffher© was^dtaimbli^proiJriely :in Bsther'sanswerto 
irkAttgcAiiafewerw^^iul hur accusatmiiof Hainan was no* 
t thte a faT jugteaj dSI» gave him 2«i opportunity of justifying 
himself, if he hadanyteoccuse to :o§er fyr : abasing the 
bttmfiderieei wmdhiiis monarch hdd reposed in him. 
iitb Whffrrepeajted Biorti£altionftdsdlHamaiL ? 6 prid^ en- 
dure ! Before he could recover from that of paying ho- 
.4uagetoM0fdettatyfoewas obliged to become a suppli- 
b«im4ftoU|ia > tlfe^t^^yth^rf i and even this wad not enough: 
«he l«fi C& htefcovereign'is favour, and the sentence of 
death suddenly followed ; and he, who in the morning 
' : bo&&& >o£ Hife glory af his riches, and his exalted sta- 
> fk*h-wasTM)w Suspended as a common ttnaleractor on 
that very gallows which his malice had caused to be 
erected for Mordecai. How justly may the words of the 
royal-psalmist be applied to this portion of sacred histo- 
ry : I have seen the "wicked in great power, and spreading 
hinmlf tike a green bay-tree ; yet' he poised aivay* and lo+ 
■ 3*ep&$ not.*', yea, I sought km, but he covJd,noi hsjbrfrid. 
* M&rb tkbperfect man, and behold the upright ;for the, end 
..qfithat man is peace. The transgressors sfmll be destroyed 
i together, tbe end of the wicked shall be cut off, but the 
. salvation of tkepighteous is of ike Lord ;..He is their 
strength in thetifne of trouble. And the Loiu> shalf help 
„ t ;. then}, and deliver f^exm , ; He shalbddi'cer them JrQm the'" 
. wicked^ and save them, becduse they put their trust in ffim. 

]'"' , SECTION LXXVIII. 

JTBB KINO'S LETTER IN FAVOUR OF THE JEWS. 

• ' . * From Esther, Chap. viii. 

(■"' A&p Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell 
! : d&wu at hi* feet, and besought him with tears, to put 

away 
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away themiadtuefof Hainan the Agagite, tod his de- 
vice that he had devised against the Jews, 

Then the king held out the golden sceptre towards 
Esther.- So Esther arose, and stood before the king, 

And said, If it please the king, and . if I have found 
favour in his sight, and the thing seem right before the 
king, and I be pleasing in his eyes : let it be written to 
reverse the letters devised by Haman the son of Ham* 
medatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the 
Jews which are in alj the king's provinces. 

For how can I endure to see the evil that shall come 
unto my people ? or how can I endure to see the de- 
struction of my kindred ? 

Then the king Ahasuerns said unto Esther the queen, 
and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold I have given Esther 
the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon 
the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews. 

Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the 
king's name, and seal it with the king's ring : for the 
writing which is written m the king's name, and sealed 

4 

with the king's ring may no man reverse. 

Then were the king's scribes called at that time i* 
the third month, that is the month Sivan, on the three 
and twentieth day thereof ; and it was written accord* 
ing to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, 
and to the lieutenants, and the deputies, and rulers of 
%he provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, am 
hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto every pro- 
vince according to the writing thereof, and unto every 
people after their language, and to the Jews according 
to their writing, and according to their language. 

And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name, and 
sealed it with the king's ring, and sent letters by posts 
on horseback, and riders on mules, camels, and youno> 
dromedaries : 

Wherein the king granted die Jows which were in 

«_. N 2 everjr 
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every city, to gather themselves together, and to stand 
for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish 
all the power of the people and province that would 
assault diem, both little ones and women, and to take 
the spoil of them for a prey. 

Upon one day, in all the provinces of long Ahasuerus 
namely, upon the thirteenth day of die twelfth mdnth, 
which is the month Adar, 

The copy of the writing, fiwa commandment to be 
K iven in every province, was published unto all people 
and that the Jews should be ready against that day to 
avenge themselves on their enemies. 

So V posts that rode upon mules and camels went 
out, being hastened, and pressed on by the king's com- 
mandment. And the decree was given at Shushan the 

""And' Mordecai went out from the presence of the 
' king in royal apparel of .blue and white, and with a 
. gre !tcrownofgold,andwithagannentof fine linen, 

and purple : and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was 

8 The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and ho- 

" ^nd in every province, and in every city, whither- 

* soever the king's commandment and his decree came, 

the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. 

And many of the people of the land became Jews; for 

the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

/ 

4 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Esther had a greater object in view than the downfel 
ofHaman. This was but a necessary prelude to the de- 
sign she had formed for effecting the dehveranceof her 
S. ^nen, whomhismalice had devoted to destru* 
Zu Thasueruskepthisroyalword. Hegranted^ 
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request to the full extent of her wishes ; and as he had 
reason to suppose many of his subjects would take ad- 
vantage of his first decree, which was issued by Hainan, 
and which he -could not reverse, and attack the Jews, 
he issued another by which he gave them liberty to 
defend their lives and properties. I|tis likely that this 
counteracting of a deei£e, a thing unusual in Persia, 
occasioned irtuch commotion in the state ; and it is not 
at all improbable that Hainan had actually formed a- 
conspiracy for transferring the kingdom to the Greeks, 
as was hinted in the letters which were sent to the 
provinces in the king's name*. 

What a happy, as weU as astonishing revolution now 
took place in favour of the Jews ! Well might they . 
rejoice and be glad at this fresh proof of the faithful- 
ness of the Lord God, who, according to his Divine 
promise to Moses, had compassion upon them in the 
land of their captivity, whenever they called upon Him 
with all their heart, And with all their soul. 

SECTION LXXIX. 

THE JEWS SLAY THEIR ENEMIES — HAHAN's SONS:. 
•'- HANGED MORDECAl's ADVANCEMENT. 

From Esther f Chap, ix, x. 

Now in the twelfth month (that is the month Adar), 
on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's com- 
mandment and his decree drew near to be put in execu- 
tion, in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to 
have power over them (thought it was turned to the con- 
trary that the Jews had rule over them that hated them.) 

The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of die Itfng Ahasuerus, to 

* See Book of Esthef in the Apocrypha, chap. xiii. 

N 3 fcy 
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lay hand on such as sought their hurt ; and no man 
could withstand them : for the fear of them fell upon all 
people. 

And all the rulers of the provinces, and the Eettte— 
nants, and the deputies, and officers of the king, helped 
the Jews : because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them." 

For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his 
fame went out throughout all the provinces : for this 
man Mordecai waxed greater and greater; 

Thus the Jews smote all their enemies witfr the stroke 
of the sword, and slaughter, and destruction, and did 
what they would unto those that hated them., 

And in Shushan the palace the Jews slew and de- 
stroyed five hundred men. The ten sons of Haman the 
son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew they; 
but on the spoil laid they not their hand. K 

On that day the number of those that were slain in 
Shushan the palace, was brought before the king: 

And the king said unto Esther the queen, The Jews 
have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan 
the palace, and the ten sons of Efam&n ; what have they 
done in the rest of the king's provinces ? now what is 
thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: or what is 
"thy request further ? and it shall be done. 

Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be 
granted to the Jews which are in Shushan, to do to- 
morrow also according unto this day's decree, and let 
Hainan's ten sons be hanged upon the gallows. 

And the king commanded it so to be done ; and the 
decree was given at Shushan, and they hanged Hainan's 
ten sons. 

For the Jews that were in Shushan gathered them* 
sejves together on the fourteenth day also of the month 
Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shushan: but on 
the prey they laid not their hand. 

But 
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- Bat this other Jews that wesean tke king's proVhwrts, 
gathered rthemtdtoes together* and stood ibv-thfete Hve*y 
and few} rest from their enemies, andslew of their fiws; 
seventy and five thousand; but fliey laid not their haridfr- 
on the prey. 

On the thirteenth day of the month Adar, and .on the 
fourteenth day of the same, rested they, and made it a 
day of feasting and gladness. 

But the Jews that were at Shushan, assembled toge- 
ther on the thirteenth day thereof, and on the four-"! 
teenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same 
t^ey rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 

■therefore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the 
un walled towns, made the fourteenth xfey of the month, 
Aliiir a clay of gladness and feasting, ' and a good day, V 
aiidiof sending portions one to another. .V 

And Mbrdecai wrote ' these things, and sent letters 
unt6 "all the Jews that were in all the provinces ,of the' 
king Ahasuerus, both high and far. 

To stablish this among tneni,. that jthey should keep 
the fourteenth day of the month "Adar: ana,' the ££• 
teenth aety of the same yearly: 

As the days wherein the Jews rested, ffytn. they? je&Sf,, 
mies, and the month which was turned unto thejrn.ffon^, 
sorrow to joy,and from mourning into a good d#y: '.$}$« 
they should make them days of feasting and joy, and ofr 
sending portions one to another, and gifts to the po$£ v 

And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun^ 
and as Mordecaihad written unto them. And {tie klas: 
Ahasuerus laid a tribute upph the land, and upon #i$l 
isles of the sea. . [' ^ . . , , ' , 

AiictaH'the acts of his power, and bf^his might,' anfl ' 
thedeclaratign of the greatness ofMordecai, whereunfo^ 
the kihg advanced him,, 5 are they riot written in the bobi ! 
of thie" chronicle's bttly* kings of Media arid Persia ? . 



, For Mordecai the Jew w*t next unto king Ahasuerus 
and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multi- 
tude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, 
add speaking peace to*aH his seed/ 

ANNOTATIONS anj> REFLECTIONS. 

« , 

. / * . . . 

The .contest between the Jews and the Persians was 
a very extraordinary one, each party being authorised 
by a royal decree; had the latter been peaceable no 
mischief would have ensued. 

The sons of Haman were eager for revenge; and 
they had a strong party on their side ; they attacked the 
Jews who were obliged to kill them in their own de- 
fence. It seems as if their enemies were struck with 
that fear which is usually stiled in scripture the terror 
of the Lord; on the other hand, the Jews were, 
strengthened, so that nothing could withstand them. 

Esther was of too gentle a disposition to desire an- 
other day's slaughter from sanguinary motives; but,, 
without'd'oubt, she Vas apprised by Mordecai, that ft 
was necessary for the utter destruction of those who 
would have continually molested the Jews, and disturbed - 
the fjeace of the state. It is supposed that the greater 
number of those who were slain were Amalekites :\ 
Hainan's sons certainly were so, which is a sufficient 
reason for Esther's desiring to have their dead bodies 
hung up, as a terror to others. 

It is observable, that though the king's decree autho- 
rised the Jews to take the spoil of their enemies for dpretf, 
and the,y. had a, fair opportunity for enriching them- 
selves ; yet they forbore to do so, in oirder to shew that, 
tney acted upon religious principles, and had nothing 
in view but to save their lives, not to make their fortunes* ^ 
They slew none but those who took arms against them. 

It 
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It was in order to perpetuate the remembrance of the 
signal mercies the Jews had received for the honour of 
God, that Mordecai wrote letters, and instituted an 
annual festival; which is still observed among the Jews, 
but usually in a very riotous manner. The way in 
which Mordecai recommended it to be kept is deserv- 
ing of particular attention, namely, in feasting and joy, 
of which the poor were to be made partakers through 
the bounty of the rich. Thanksgiving and almsgiving 
ought alwaysto go together. 

From this section we learn, that Mordecai continued 
good after he became great ; and that, instead of seek* 
inghis^own wealth, he had a constant regard to" the 
welfare of his brethren, for whose sake the Iord gra- % 
ciously exalted him in the Persian court. 

The book of Esther shews us how kindly God watch- • 
ed over these Jews, who did not return out of the land 
of their captivity with the rest. As they had not zeatr 
enough for the Holy City and Temple, to encounter the 
difficulties of a removal thither, one would have sup- 
posed that they would have been excluded from the 
especial providence of God ; but we find, that even 
those who were scattered among the provinces of the 
heathen were taken care of, as well as those who were 
gathered together in the land of Judea, and were won- 
derfully . preserved, when doomed to destruction, like 
sheep appointed to be slain. Let us now return to jthe> 
people' in Judea. 

* i 

SECTION LXXX. 
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THE COMMISSION OF ARTAXERXES TO EZRA. _ 

From Ezra, Chap. iv. 

Now-dfterthese things Ezra the son of Seraiah, the 
son oJT Azariah the son of Milkiah, 

•' —: N5 'the 



( 274 > 

The son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of 
Ahitub, the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the . 
son of Meraioth, the son of Zeraihah, the son of Uzzi, 
thp son of Bukki, 

The son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest : 

< This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a ready 
scribe in the law of Moses, which the Lord God of Is- 
rael had given ; and the king granted, him all his re- 
.quest* according to the hand of the Lord his God upon 
him. 

And there went up some of the children of Israel, 
and of the priests, and the Levites, and the singers and 
the porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jerusalem, in the 
seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. 

And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month* which 
was in the seventh year of ihe king. 

Por upon the first day of the month began he to go 
s up from Babylon, and on the first day of ther fifth month 

came he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of 
his God upon him. - 

Eor Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of 
the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes 
and judgments. 

Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Ar- 
taxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, even a 
scribe of the words of the commandments of the Lord. 
and of his statutes to Israel. 

Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto t Ezr& the priest, a 
scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace, 
and at-such a time. 

I make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel* 
\ and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, which are 

minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go 
"> with thee. 

Forasmuch 
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• Fdrfewnuch as thou art sent oMte*dhag, v . **£ ;#; Ms ' 
seven counsellors, to enquire coheethiiigaFttflaii 1 ^^^ 
Msalieni^ according So the law of dty Gob ^hictf -a « in 
thine handy .*'--. • • < -- * -*/''■' 

A#d tocarry the silver and gold, whi<* Ae'4(ing fltod> 
his counsellors have freely offered unto the God* 'of 
Isrsle}^ ■ whose habitation is' in Jerusalem ; 

Ah&'fidl the silver and gold that thou canst find in all 
She province of Babylon; with the freewJH ofleririg^oC 
the* people, and of the priests, offering willinglyfbr the; 
house of their God which is in Jerusalem^ 

That thou mayest buy speedily with* this merfey, 
bullocks, rams, lambs, with 4 their meat-offerings, and 
their' obrink-oflerings,- and offer them- upon the alt&p^f 
the house 6fyourGoi> which is in je*us*lehi. • - ,( > 
And^vhatsoever sliall seem good to thee, and to^hy 
brethren,' to do with the rest of the silver and the golo% 
that do after the will of your God* 

The vessels also that are given thee for the service of 
the -house of thy God, those deliver thou before the 
God of Jerusalem. 

And whatsoever me*e shall be needful for the house 
ef Goto, which thou sh&lt have occasion" to bestow, be* 
stow it out of the kingV treasure-house. 

And I, even I Artaxerxes the Jking, do make a decree 
to all the treasurers which are beyond the river, that 
whatsoever Ezra the. priest, the^qtibe of .the law of 
the God of heaven shall require of you, it be done 
speedily ; 

Unto an hundred talents of silver, and to an hundred 
measures of wheat, and to an hundred baths of wine, 
and to an hundred baths of oil, and salt without pre- 
scribing how much. . 

Whatsoever is commanded by the <j6d of heaven, leit 
it be diligently dpne for the house of the God of hea> 

N6 : ' l ven ; ; 
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Vent: for why should there he wrath against the realm 
of the lung «md his sons? 

Abo we certify you, thai touching any of the priests 
and Levjtes, singers, porters, Nethinims, or ministers, 
of this hftttft 4f G#d, it shall not be lawful to impose 
{oil, tribute* or custom upon them. 

And thou Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God. that i& 
in thine hand, set magistrates and Judges, which may 
judge all the people that are beyond the river, all suck 
as know the laws of thy Goi>; and teach ye them that 
know them not, 

Aad whosoever will not do the law of thy Grop, and 
the law of the king, let judginent be exerted speedily: 
upon him, whether it be unto death, or toberushmjemt, 
or to confiscation of goods, or imprisonment. J 
• And when Ezra had obtained this letter, he said, 
BJessedbe tjhe Lord God of our fathers, which hath 
put such a thing as this in the king's heart, to beautify 
%h& house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem; 

And hath extended mercy unto me before the king 
and his counsellors, and before all the king's mighty 
princess and I was strengthened* as 'the hand of the 
Lord my God was upon me ; pad »J gathered together 
out of Israel chief men to go up with m$. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. % 

• - * . . •• - 

. , It may be inferred from this section that Ezra took 
advantage of the favourable disposition which Artax- 
erxes (or.Ahasuerus) through the mediation of Esther 
and Mordecai, entertained for the Jews, and requested 
that those, who remained in subjection to. him, might 
join tfyeir brethren in Jude^, who had formerly gone by 
the nermission of Cyrus. 

One 
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One could scarcely have expected, that a heathen. 
prince Would have made such provision for die Temple; 
service, or expressed himself in terms of reverence and 
respect to God; but this circumstance is ah additional 
oormrmation of what has been before observed, that 
those idolaters, at least, who presided over great king- 
doms, were, by some providential mean or other, made. 
acquainted with the sovereignty of the Loan Jehovah, 
and so- far acknowledged his power, that they were 
willing to be at any expenee to purchase his favour. ,, 

In the following chapters we read 1 , that as soon as 
Ezra had received the king's letter he made known its; 
contents;' and in a short time assembled together one 
thousand four hundred and ninety-six men, beside wo* 
men and children, amongst whom were two priests, and 
about forty Levites. They were very likely to be at-* 
tacked by enemies in the way, especially as they car- 
ried treasures with them, yet Ezra would not ask for, 
guards ; instead of that, he and the people had recourse 
to prayer and fasting, in order to engage the protection 
<of GoBt; for Ezra had declared to. the king, that the 
hand of the XjQRD tu&s upon all those for good that swgkt 
Him; but His power and His wrath against them that 
forsook Him. And therefore he was, a» he said, dsham* 
ed to require a band of soldiers, to protect tbem from 
their enemies in the way. The measure Ezra pursued 
was certainly. much the best. And it pleased God to 
reward the faith of him and his companions by the com- 
forts of die Holy Spirit, so that they arrived in safety 
at Jerusalem. The whole Company, which consisted 
of a mixture of the ten tribes, offered sacrifices; and 
when they had shewed their commissions, gave assist- 
ance to the work. 

J In die second year of Ezra's government; complaint 
was -made that many of the people, and oven some of 

the 
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the priests, had married, heathen wives, contrary to the 
UW: this filled him with grief arid corittefnatiott^ for he 
was- apprehensive that they would again return to ido- 
latry* As soon as it was* report<6d that Ezra was in sueh 
affliction, there assembled unto him a great congrega- 
tion, Who mhted their tears with his, and it was imme-« 
diately determined that they shotild enter into a<Covx»« 
NAft* with God, to put sway ti^se wives,* which was- 
accordingly done * but without <loubt the women were- 
properly provided &\r. About orte hundred and thirty 
persons only had transgressed in this particular; but 
had not the affair been attended to in time, it would ih 
all probability have proved the destruction of the na- 
tion; and it was better that a small number should suk 
fer at first, than that they should have theltf religion* 
corrupted. 

About the twelfth year of the reign of Artaxerxes, 
Joachim, the high priest of the Jews, died; he was suc- 
ceeded in his office by Eliashab his son. 

Before Ezra came to Jerusalem*, the Scriptures were 
in a manner lost, the people were ignorant of the -law, 
the worship of Go© was neglected, and; every thing, 
both in church and state; in great disorder. He con- 
tinued in his government some years, and wrought great 
reformation; and made it his particular endeavour to 
produce a. correct copy of the Holy Scriptures ; that 
is to say, of all the books of which they then. consisted, 
which he divided into, three parts, the Law, the Pro* 
phets, and the Holy Waitings, viz. the Psalms, &c ; 
for that purpose he collected together all .the copies of 
the sacredbooks he could meet with, that by comparing 
-them, he might discover the mistakes of different tran- 
scribers. Originally every book of. the Hebrew Bible 
was written without any .division into chapters and 
verses; but it is supposed that* Ezra divided; Jfce law 

* into 
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into fifty four sections, and that he added the last chaf* • 
ter pf Deuteronomy, and other; parts which appeared, 
necessary fotwnnection^ndTlJiiBtwton. - , ■ .• 

In the T twenty^inth year { of the reigu «f Axtaxerxes, 
Ezra resigned the government *o£ Juctea to. Nehemiah ; ^ 
but still continued to instruct the people as an expoun- 
der of the law* and* preacher o£ righteousness. 

, * . ...... «\ iiijj . . - . ...'.-. 

SECTION LXX2& 

j • » .' ; . • . . . . • : 

KEHBMIAIi's AW.ICT10N, AND. HfT/^ESSION FOR 

THE JEWS. ■'•'«' 

Prom Nehemiah, Chap, i, ii. 

It came to -pass that as -Nehemiah, the king's cup. 
bearer, was in Shushan the palace, that Hanani oae of 
his brethren, and others, came unto him, aad he ask- 
ed them concerning the Jews that had escaped, wtoich 
were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 

And they said unto him, the remnant that areleft 
of the captivity there in thej>rovince arein a great afflic- 
tion and reproach : the wall of Jerusalem also is broken 
down, and the gates thereof are burned- with fire. 

And it came to pass when Nehemiah heard these 
words, that he sat down, Aid wept and mourned certain 
days, and fasted, and prayed before the Gob of heaven, 
and said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the 
great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant an* 
mercy for them that love him and observe thy com- 
mandments : ; 

Let thine ear now be attentive, and tmne eyes open, 

that thou mayest hear the prayer, of thy ■««£ **«* 
Ipraybefwetheenowdayandnightforthechddren of 

iLfthy servants, and confess the sms of the chJdren of 
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Israel,' which we have: sinned/ against thee : both I and 
my father's house have sinned. . . 

We have dealt very corruptly again* thee, and have 
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 
judgments, which thou comrnandest thy servant 
Moses. 

Remember, I beseech .thee, the word that, thou ccpa- 
mandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress I 
will scatter you abroad among the nations : 

But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, 
and do them, though there were of you cast out unto 
the uttermost part of the lieaven, yet will I gather-them 
from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I 
have chosen to set my name there. 

Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom 
thou hast redeemed by thy ,. great power, a*rid by thy 

strong hand- ^ .-.,-. 

• O Loud, I^eseech thee, let now thine ear be atten- 
tive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of 
thy servants, who desire to fear thy name ; and prosper, 
I pray thee, thy servant tbis^lay, and grant him mercy 
in the sight of this man. 

- And it came ,to pass ^hat shorty after wine was be- 
fore the king: and Nehemiah took up the wine, and 
gave it to the king. $ow he had not before time been 
sad in his presence. Wherefore the king said unto him, 
Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? 
This is nothing etae,but sorrpw of heart. Then was 
Nehemiahisore afraid ; 

Andsaid unto. the king, Let the king live for ever: 
why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers* sepulchres, lietb waste, and the 
gates thereof consumexLwith fire ? 

Then said the king unto him, Jw wh^t dost thou 
-■.•;., make, 
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make request ? So Nehemiah prayed in his heart to tfce 
God of heaven to direct him. v 

And said unto the king, If it please the king, and if 
thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou 
wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fa- 
ther's sepulchres, that I may build it. 

And the king said unto him, the queen also sitting 
by him, For how long shall thy journey he ? and when 
wilt thou return ? So it pleased the king to send him; 
and Nehemiah fixed a time. 

Moreover he said unto the king, If it please the king, 
let letters be given me to the governors beyond the 
river, that they may convey me ever till I come into 
Judah ; - 

, And a lettter unto Asaph the keeper: of the king's 
forest, that he may give me timber to m#fce beams; for, 
the gates of the palace which appertained to tbs bouse, 
a&d for the wall of the city, and. for the house tha& I 
shall, enter into. And the king granted him, accord- 
ing ty the goo^ hapdof his God upon him. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTION, 

* Nehemiah was a Jew, whose ancestors had formerly 
been citizens of Jerusalem; but who having obtained a * 
good^ settlement in the land of their captivity, staid 
there in preference to returning with their brethren:" 
His office as cup bearer to king Artaxerxes was both an 
honourable and profitable place, and Nehemiah had ac- ' 
cumulated la very great fortune; yet he was so far from 
being insensible to the distresses of his countrymen, tljpt 
when he was told that they were continually exposed 
to danger, derision, and contempt, on account of their ' 
city being defenceless, he felt their sorrows with the 
tenderest sympathy, and the Lord lent a gracious ear 
to his humble request. 

It 



( 282 ) 

> . .. > 

It is worthy of remark, that God always find$ proper . 
instruments to perform the work of His providence, and 
frequently makes the enemies of His church guards 
and protectors to its friends and patrons, 

SECTION LXXXIL 

KEHEMIAH ARRIVES AT JERUSALEM — HE INCITETHC 
THE JEWS TO REBUILD THE WALLS. 

Frow\ Nehemiah f Chap. ii. . 

Then xante Nehemiah to the governors beyond the • 
mer, and gave item the king's letters. Now the king • 
had sent captains of the army, and horsemen with hini. 

When Sanballat tfce Hbronite, and Tobiah, the ser- 
vant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exc- 
eedingly, that there. wAs come a man to seek the wel- 
fare pf the children of Israel. 

So Nehemiah came to Jerusalem, and'was there three 
days. And he arose in the night, and some few men 
with him; neither tpld he any man what his God had 
put into his heart to do at Jerusalem neither was there 
any beast with him, save the beast, that he rocLe upon. 

,And lie went out by, night by the gate of the valley t 
even before the dragon well, and to the dung-port^, an&,{ 
viewed the walls of Jerusulem, which, ./were brokea., 
down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. ; , 

. Then he .went on to the gate of the fountain, and to, r 
the king's pool : but there was no place for, the beast . 
that was under him to pass. 

Then he went up in the night by the brook, &rid 
viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered, by tjie 
gate of the valley, and so returned. 

And 
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And the rulers knew not whither he went, or what 
he did: neither had he as yet told it to the Jews, nor 
to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to 
the rest that did the work. 

Then said he unto them, Ye see the distress that we 
are in, ^how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire : come, and let us build up the ' 
wall of Jerusalem, tha$ we be no more a reproach. . , 
x The hand of my God is with me, as also the king's 
-words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, 
Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their 
hands for this good work. 

But when Santyillat the Horonite, and'Tobiah the 
servant, the Ammonite, end Geshem the Arabian, heard 
it,, they laughed them to scorn, and despised them, and 
said.. What, is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel 
against the king? 

Then answered Nehemiah, and said unto them, The 
God of heaven, he will prosper iis : therefore we his 
servants will arise and build ; but ye have no portion, 
nor right, nor memorial in Jerusalem. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

W6 find from this section/ that Nehemiah, having 
once taken up the idea of serving his brethren die Jews, 
he never lost sight of his pious and generous design. 

It seems that the agitation of his mind was perceived 
by the king, who appears to have been glad of giving, 
to his beloved Esther afresh proof of his kindness to her 
people* ' . v 

Nehemiah did not proceed in the business with haste 
and precipitation: for though he trusted that the good 
Providence of God attended him, he did not expect a 
miracle to be wrought, where human means, under the 
Divine blessing, were likely to succeed. 

We 
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We here learn, that as soon as Nehemiah's design was 
known, the Ammonites, Moabites, Samaritans, and 
other neighbouring nations, joined to oppose it. The 
ancient enmity of the Samaritans has been already men- 
tioned; but they had an additional motive in common 
with the other nations, for oppressing the Jews at that 
time;, and this was, their having all seized upon Affer- 
ent parts of the Jewish territories during the captivity, 
which, oii the return of the Jews, they had been obliged 
to restore; for this reason the Samaritans did all in their 
power to prevent the settlement of die Jews, hoping 
they should find an opportunity of resuming the prey 
they had lost. 

We find that * Neliemiah was not discouraged by 
these malicious enemies, nor by the insinuations of dis-" 
affected people and false prophets within the walls, but 
resolutely persisted; and the people used their utmost ' 
exertions, laying their weapons by them, and working ' 
and 'standing guard alternately, by which means they 
accomplished the work in fifty two days. Nehemiah 
and the "rulers, during this time, did not even null off 
their clothes, but to cfiange them for clean ones. - 

After this Nehemiah relieve^ the poor from the op- 
pression of the rich, who having lent them money to 
sajapfy iheir necessities, had exacted great interest ;. to 
pay which they had been obliged to mortgage their > 
.lands, and even give up their children to servitude. 
Shortly af^er, he returned into Persia, to acquaint the 
king of his success, and having obtained a new commis- 
sion, he with the assistance of Ezra, set about a farther 
reformation of the church and state; and as Jerusalem 
was but thinly inhabited, they prevailed on the rulers 
a*d other great men to build houses and dwell in the 
city; and of the common people, every tenth man was 

* See Chap. iii. and sequel. ' 

tal^en^ 
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taken by lot, and obliged to settle there with their fa- , 
milies ; by which means the Jews were enabled to de* 
fend the place against their, enemies. 

Nehemiah next caused the genealogies of the people 
tc* be exactly scrutinized, that all might be directed In 
what parts to take their possessions ; and the tribe of 
Levi to he ascertained, that those who were not of the 
family of Aaron might be excluded the sanctuary. It 
is very curious to trace these genealogies, but it would 
take pur attention too long from the history. 

Ezra having completed his copy of the laxv of Gob, 
and written it put fair in the Chaldee character, read it 
publicly, as we learn from the following section. 

SECTION LXXXIII. 

THE SOLEMN READING OF THE LAW. 

From Nehemiah, Chap. viii. 

And all the people gathered themselves together as * 
one man, into the street that was before the water-gate, 
and they spake unto Ezra the scribe, to bring the book 
of the law of Moses, which the Loud had ' commanded 
to Israel. 

And Ezra the priest brought the law before the con- 
gregatipn, both of men and women, and all that could 
hear with understanding, upon the first day of the se- 
venth month. - r 

And he read therein before the street that was before 
the water-gate, from the morning until mid day, before 
the men and the women, and those that could under- 
stand; and the ears of all the people, were attentive unto 
. the book of the law. 

And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, 

which 
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which .they had made, for the purpose, and beside him 
stood Mattlthiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, 
and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand ; and on 
his left hand, Pedaiah,arid'Mishael, and Malchiah, and 
Hashum^andHashbadanaj Zechariah, and Meshullam. 
M And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the peo- 
ple (for he was above all the people )., and when he open- 
ed it all the people stood up : and Ezra blessed the 
..Xord the great God : and all the people answered, 
Amen, amen, with lifting up their hands ; and they 
bowed their heads, and worshipped the I^ord with 
/their faces to the ground. ' 

And the Levites who stood by Ezra, caused the 'peo- 
ple to understand the law : and the people stood in their 
place. 

So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly 
and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the 
reading. V 

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra 
the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the 
people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto 
the Lord your God, mourn not, nor weep : for all the 
people" wept when they heard the words of the law. 

Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, 
and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared : for this day is holy unio 
our Lord : neither be you sorry, for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength. 

So the Levites stilled all the people* saying, Hold 
your peace,for the day is holy, neither be ye grieved. 

And all the people went their way to eat,, and to 
drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, 
* because they had understood the words that were de- 
clared unto them. 

And 
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And on the second day were gathered together the 
chief of the fathers of the people, the priests and the 
LevitesJ unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the 
words of the law, . i 

Andthey found written in the law which the Lord 
had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel 
should dtfell in booths, in the feast hf the seventh month, 
' And that they should publish and proclaim in all their 
tities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the 
mount and fetch olive-branches, and pine-branches, 
and myrtle-branches, and palm-branches, and branches 
pf thick trees to make booths, as it is written. 

So the people went forth, and brought them, and 
made themselves booths, every one upon the roof of his 
house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the house 
of God, and in the street of the water-gate, and in the 
street ofthe gate of Ephraim. 

And all the congregation of them that were come 
again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under 
the booths^, for since the days of Joshua the son of Nun, 
unto that day, had not the children of Israel done so : 
and there was very great gladness, . 

Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, 
he read in the book of the law of God : and they kept 
the feast seven days, and on the eight day was, a so- 
lemn assembly, according unto the manner. 

' ANNOTATIONS and REFACTIONS. 

The scaffold or pulpit, whence Ezra read the law to 
the people, was erected in the largest street ofthe city, 
probably because the court of the Temple was not ca- 
pable of containing so great a multitude. He read it in 
Hebrew, and the Levites repeated it, period by period 
to the people, in the Chaldee tongue, which was usually 
spoken by the Jews at that time ; from hence we may 

infer 
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infer, that Ezra thought it agreeable to the Divine will 
that the Scriptures should be translated for the use of 
the common people. 

■ This was a very affecting ceremony to the Jews, and 
there is no wonder that it caused their tears to flow. 
The spiritual famine, which the prophet Amos had fore- 
told*, had been of long continuance, the bread of life 
was now restored to them. Had they set a proper va- 
lue on it before, it would not have been taken from 
them ; but they slighted the Divine ordinances, till they 
provoked the Lord to casta veil over them, which it 
required a diligent hand, guided by his Holy Spirit to 
draw aside. 

May all who enjoy the advantage of a translation of 
those scriptures, which they have not skill to read in 
their original language, set as high a Value on them, as 
the Jews at this time did on that which was vouchsafed 
to them ! And may every one who hears them read pay 
the same ready and devout attention to them ! 

SECTION LXXXIV. 

i 

A SOLEMN FAST AND REPENTANCE OF THE PEOPLE— 
THEY SOLEMNLY PROMISE TO KEEP GOD'S LAWS. 



From Nehemiah, Chap, ix. 

Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the 
children of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with 
sackclothes, and earth upon them.« 

And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all 
strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the 
iniquities of their fathers. x 

And Aey stood up in their place, and read m the 

* Amosviii. 11. 

_ book 



{ 389 ) 

betoli of the law of the I&b&D tbe/r Go» «ae fourth 
p£rt of the day ; and another fourth pert they con- 
*«ded, a^rd Worshipped t&e Lose their God, 

And when they had declared the mercies of God to 
-€hte seed of A&rttham, the house of Israel, they said, 
Now therefore, our Gtof>* the great* the mighty, aad tlie 
terrible G©A> wto* keepest covenant and mercy, let not 
aH the tiOUbte sdMi litile befbre ibee that hath come 
upon us-, ofi4ur kings* o» our J>riacej, and on our 
^riesttj attd*fc etstprepbefe, and to our fathers, and on 
iffl tit? |>e*g>te, since the time of th* kings of Assyria. 

tftno tfcis day* 

&0wb4it tftttt aft Ju4M& ail that k brought upon us ; , 
&>t thou toast dfcttte Tight* but *rt have tloj»e wickedly: 
Neitfc** h»¥e Ottf kings, on* princes, our priests, nor 
our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy com- 
mandments, and thy testimonies, wherewith thou didst 
testify against them* 

For they have not served thee in their kingdom* and 
in thy great gdodness that thou gavest them, and in the 
large and fat land whieh tJwm gavest before them, nei- 
ther turned Chey fhmi their wicked works, 
~ Behdld we are servants thi*day ; send for the land that 
thou gavest unto our fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, 
and the good thereof, behold we are servants in it. 
And it yieWeth much increase unto the kings whom 
thou hast set Over us because of our sins: also they have 
dominion over out bodies, and over our cattle, at their 
|rieasure, and w€ are in great distress. 

And -because of all this, we make a sure covenant^ 
ttnd^ite itj and our ptin&es* Levkes, and priests, 
•fctttiuhteit. 

And^the rest of the people, the priests* tjie Levites, 

*he {fetter*, the tiDgera* the Nethiniro*,; $id u!l they 

Vol.IV/ O that 
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'that had separated themselves from the people of the 
lands unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, and 
'their daughters, every one having knowledge, and hav- 
ing understanding; 

They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and en- 
tered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's 
law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and 
to observe and do all the commandments of the Lord 
our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes. 

And that we would not give our daughters unto the 
people of the land, nor take their daughters for our sons,; 

And if the people of the land bring ware or any vic- 
tuals on the sabbath day. to sell, that we would not buy 
it of them on the sabbath, or on the holy day; and that 
we would. leave the seventh year, and the. exaction of 
every debt. 

Also we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves 
yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service q£ 
the house of our God ; 

For the shewbread, and for the continual meat-offer- 
ing, and for the continual burnt-offering of the sab- 
baths, of the new moons, for the set feasts, and for the 
holy things, and for the sin offerings, to make an atone- 
ment for Israel, and for all the work of the house of 
our God. 

And we cast the lots among the priests, the Levites, 
and the people, for the wood-offering, to bring it into 
the house of our God, after the houses of .our fathers, at 
times appointed, year by year, to burn upon the altar 
of the Lord our God, as it is written in the law : 

And to bring the first-fruit? of our ground, and the 

first-fruits of all fruit of all trees, year by. year, untp 

the house of the Lord : , . . 

Also the first-born of our sQns, and of oujr cattle, (af 

it 
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it is written in the law), and the firstlings t)ft>ur herds, 
and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God, 
unto the priests that minister in the house of our God, 
. Andthat we should bring the first-fruits of our dough, 
gid our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, 
pf wine and of oil, unto the priests* to the chambers of 
the house of our God; and- the tithes of our ground 
onto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the 
tithes in all the cities of our tillage. 

And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the 
Levites, when the Levites- take tithes: and the Levites 
shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of 
our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house. 

For the children of Israel and the children of Levi 
shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, 
and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of 
the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the 
porters, and the singers; and we will not forsake the 
house of ofcr God. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It appears from this section, that the Levites per 
fectly well understood the conditions of the original 
covenant, which God made with Abraham, and were 
thoroughly convinced? that the Lqrd had faithfully 
performed His part of it. It is needless to comment on 
every* part of this covenant; but one particular should 
not be passed over, namely, the resolution they took, 
not to buy victuals [or exact debts on the Sabbath; the 
doing such things, fenless in cases of absolute necessity, 
is a profanation of that holy day, which should care- 
fully be avoided by all those wjio profess to honour God. 

That the Israelites might no more plead ignorance 
of^ the law, in excuse for their sins, they from this time 
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had the Scriptares rVeo^em% read and explained to 
diem hy the most learned amongst the Levites and 
other scribes, which at first it is likely they did in Ac 
game manner as Ezra; but themconrenienceaf stand- 
ing in the open street in all weathers, suggested tfoe 
thought of hulldlng afterwards houses or taSbemacltt 
%t the purpose ; and this seems to have been fhe flri* 
gmal of synagogues, which soon midtiplied Hfce <mr 
parish-churches; for every town where tftere were ten 
persons of full age, and in easy circumstances of Hfe, so 
as to have leisure to attend the public service, was at 
liberty to erect one, and in each of thesfc synagogues 
was a copy of the law. The service performed in them 
consisted of prayers, readingthe Scriptures, and preach- 
ing or expounding them. This was done two days in 
the week, besides on the Sabbath and the festivals. Tfte 
law being divided into so many sections as there are 
weeks in the year, they read half a lesson on Monday 
morning, and the other half on Thursday morning, UtA 
this same lesson they read on the Sabbath both morning 
and afternoon ; and when reading of the prophets was 
added to reading the law, the same order was observed 
in respect to them. 

The hours of prayer amongst the Jews, whether in 
their Synagogues or private houses, were stt the times 
o£ offering the morning and evening 'sacrifices in the 
Temple ; for they supposed that the sacrifices afcd in* 
cense were designed to render God propitious to them, 
find to make their prayers acceptable. The priests and 
Levites only officiated in the Temple, but petsons of 
any tribe were appointed for the service of the-s^na* 
gogue by some of the elders of the town, whovwere 
called rulers of the synagogue. 

Great advantages arose from the practice of building 
synagogues, and reading and explaining the Scriptures 
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fer the Jb«.w«« n*v«r jptyF of JeWftti&Juqf nonet 
but .wbe* the£ w$*?e afterward* scau^d >u> vajwu* 
Batifi}** they erected places far pu^Fftrffcjp wh&er 
over -the afvtero $£ $ e ,WwUy wxMiW ; pewtti|feBi»u .fc 
W abe ty w^n* of these synagejpra that .the he*? 
th^ts, where tire Jews ww dispersed, came W kaw 
the true Gotv and .some general par kicipjes ?f virtu$ and 

piety- 

NeH^uih, after he l^jj, been governor of Judee 

twejve ?%&*». returned to the Persian court: hee1jaj4 
about five yearsin Persia^anil then was ^utj^j % k#jg 
witfr a fresh .commission ; during hi& absence majy 
J&ngs. had gone wrong, bux he exerted his u&ual *eal to 
reforsi |U irregularities. About four years after £fehia- 
miah's return to Jerusalem, Artaxerxes died iu the 
forty-first year of his reign a daring hi* government, 
KehejQjiiah acted with great justice, and supported lys 
.oQne .with a. , i*ery expensive magnificence out of his 
ewn jufiyate purae f he had* as I said before, amassed 
$rea& wealth, and thought he could not expend it bet- 
ter than in the service of (ion and his country, and in 
promoting Rjtw&iQjg, ajidGoa prospered hun accordr 

^J- . .- 

Artaxerxes was succeeded kj hi* son Xerxes fte^e- 
t wpd, wlw ww killed by hi* brother Sogdislwa. :.; 

£eg4ia*ue w*efHitt» death i»* <Xotlm*mxbykm 
brother Oehua. , , 

Qchua obtained the kingdom, and chaagod his omk 
to Darius, and is.the same wh^m kkt(K*ms oail Daras 
Nrthw. 

Ihtemafe, dating these revolt*****, «ent<n«ed attl 
in tbt gavenuncntof Jude*. Etiashib the lugk^triaot, 
AM mfcbe Ittk year <tf the reign «f Dawm ttotfew, 
and was succeeded by Jehoiada. 

Hut king permitted a mm name* ganMlal -«# *rect 
•Temple on y mount Gerizim, like that at Jerusalem, 
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and make his 0011 in-law, Manages, high-priest of it. 
Manassee was one of those Jews who married heathen 
wives, and resolving not to give up his, had fledfronl 
Jerusalem toescape punishment; from this tinie Sama- 
ria became the common refuge and asylum of those* 
Jews who were fpund guihy of breaking the sabbaths, 
Arc. so that in time the greatest part of its inhabitants 
were apostate Jews. Those whom Essar-haddon 'had 
planted there, worshipped oiher gods besides the Lord ; 
but these did not do** so, for £ oook of the law was car- 
lied to Samaria, and publicly read; daily service was 
also performed there the same as at Jerusalem. Not- 
withstanding this the Jews hated the Samaritans above 
all the people upon earth, and avoided all kind* of con- 
verse and communication with them. * • x *~ *- . . * 

* 

How long Nehemiah lived at Jerusalem after this is 
uncertain; but it is supposed he continued in the go- 
vernment to the time of his death. After him there 

» 

seems to have been no governor of Judea: but this 
country being added to Syria, became wholly subjected 
to the governor of that province, and under him the 
high priest had the charge of regulating all affairs 
there. Darius Nothus met with great disturbances, and 
after he had reigned nineteen years he died. 

Nehemiah's exalted piety, his love for his country, 
extensive benevolence, judicious liberality, and manly 
courage, shew his character in a most amiable light, 
and render him worthy of the imitation of those who 
are blessed with power and affluence. 

• Ezra's example is deserving' of the consideration of 
those whose business it is to instruct others in the duties 
of Reunion ; for he was indefatigable in the study of 
the scriptures, and took infinite pains to render them 
intelligible and useful. 

It has been observed before, that the Lord made 
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txuo Covenants with- Abu ah am, one relating to Tem- 
poral Prosperity in the land of Canaan, the other to 
a generaVblessing tobe conveyed through him to aljl Man- 
kind. We have seen the completion of the first, in 
the course of the history of the Israelites from Abraham 
to king David ; and also kaow that the. Lord. made a 
covenant with David, and by what means his descend- 
ants forfeited the Divine favour; and that the "Israel- 
ites, for the sake of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 
the tribe of Judaji, for the sake of David, were mira- 
culously preserved from utter destruction, although they 
had so frequently provoked the Lord by disobedience. 
Notwithstanding the general defection of God's chosen 
people, * there were always some among 'them who ad- 
hered to the Divine law ; but these were . unavoidably 
involved in the public calamities which were inflicted 
oh the disobedient: ' to comfort' them, and 'warn the 
wicked to return to the LoftD, a succession of prophets 
were sent; who $>retold the various revolutions that 
would happen in the Jewish state and the heathen na- 
tions, wHh whom the Israelites were at different pe- 
riods connected. We have read how exactly the pre- 
diction respecting the captivity of Israel and Judah 
were accomplished, and by what wonderful means their 
restoration to the land of their inheritance was effected.; 
where they were once more governed by their own laws, 
and allowed to worship God in His holy Temple ; but 
the children of Israel were not yet in so honourable a 
condition as formerly, being still under subjection to 
the heathens, and dispersed in different countries. The 
Lord had graciously provided a continual source of 
consolation for them, by revealing to the prophets, who 
committed these revelations to writing, that a farther 
deliverance would be wrought for the. remnant of his 
faithful people by the coming of the Messiah. But 
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we w£l pa^ ew thee& prop^^ tWw 

ma j reed theta with the Net* Tea^ayaantj a» the his- 
tory of the events tkejr toeejk ef w$ fc$ the ljeai com- 
ment on them. 

Let «e mow sec whet Deoto foya tp W wace^ui^ the 
fall el the Persian eaapu*. 

• . SECTION OTXV. 
daviel's vision op the ram ato the he-goat. 

JVom Darnel, Chop, yip* 

ly the third year of the reigp e/,Jciq& Bffrliafflflr 4 
timA appeared unto me, efren, wto me, Qanifll„ a£e* 
foat wiifeh appeared «ata *ae at &e first, 

And I saw in a virion; a*d it <ww, t* pm*> wie** J 
*aw, that I was at Saafifaaja ia &* palace,, which i& ia 
thep*ovi»ceofElana; and I sajff in % vision, and I wa* 
fey the rtoer UkL 

Then I lifted up mkeeye*e*Klato^aj>d betafcl, th?l« 
steed before the river ia wn» ^rft$fehad tw* tarne|«#4 
the two herns were high; b*t.«»jp wea highe* than the 
ether, and the higher came vp h**. 

I saw tiie nun pushing weatowd, <ei4 j^rgwaj& 
and southward; sot that *» heaata aaigfct stand tefe*« 
Mm, neither waa there amy that osadd detiwr f«fcef' 
h» hand; hut hetiidaooardiBg to. his w*U, and feeeajrte 
great. 

And a- i aaa eaiuiAe*2&g> feeferid, en he-gea* ca?ee 
from tile west o* the &eie ef the wbek eftttfat ajid 
touched ftot the grosjad? and th/e goat had a otfahle 
hern between hiaejee. 

4 And he came to the tea* that had two heras* wfceJi 
1 had see» standing he^aee the mer^ aeid cajaufftehkn 
in the fury of his power. 

An - 
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A»i Imm hmevtm dk»eiial»itei&B*n<felcvas 
w*ved with cj^r agfcinahm* sM ■■op* tit mm*, 
m&kr$ktohm*mb&im> an&tkcre wa» bo> p«»er. at 
the ram to stand before him, but he cast him. timm to 
tte ground, a»d stamped upon boat and* fchem was 
nooo.tfcat ooaW delmr fcbferaau oat of hw haocL 

Therefore the he-goat waxed very great r and: wlm 
hsi was strange the groat horn was Woken : and ft* it 
<M»ie up Jfeur notable onea toward ike four windi of 
heaven. 

And out of one o£ them came forth a Kttk born, 
which waxed exceeding gfeat, toward the mirth, audi 
toward the east* and t»wa*d the pleasant land. 

And it waxed great, even to die host of heaven; ami 
ill oast down, some of the host and of the stars to the 
ground, and stamped upon them. " ' 

Yea, he magnified himself even to the prineeof the 
host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, 
and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. 

And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice 
by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth 
to the ground; and it practised, and prospered. 

Then I hear-d one saint speaking, and another saint 
said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall' 
be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the 
transgression of desolation, to give both die sanctuary 
and the host to be trodden under foot ? , 

And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three 
femdreddays; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. 

And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seeir 
the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, 
there stood before me as the appearance of a man; 

And I heard a man's* voice between the banks of 
Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man 
to* understand the vision. , 
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So he came near where I stood: and when he came 
I was afraid, and fell upon my face: -but he said unto 
me, Understand, O son of man : for at the time of the 
end shall be the vision. 

Now as he was speaking with me, I was in- a deep 
sleep on my face toward the ground : but he touched 
me, and set me upright. 

And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what 
shall be in the last end of the indignation : for at the 
time appointed the end shall be. 

The ram which thou sawest having two horns, are 
the kings of Media and Persia. 

And the rough goat is the king of Grepia: and the 
great horn that is between his eyes is the first king. 

Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, 
four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not 
in his power. ' 

And in the latter time of 'their kingdom, when the 
transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce couih 
tenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand 

up. 

And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own 
power : and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall 
prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and 
the holy people. 

And through his policy also he shall cause, craft to 
prosper in his hand : and he shall magnify himself in 
his heart, and by peace shall destroy many : he shall 
also stand up against, the Prince of princes : but he 
shall be broken without hand. 

And the vision of the evening and the morning 
which was told is true : wherefore shut thou up the vi-. 
sion : for it shall be for many days. 

And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days ; 
afterward I rose up, and did the king's business ; and I 
was astonished at the vision, hut none understood it. 

ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This prophecy evidently relates to the Persian and . 
Grecian monarchies. The emblems here given of these . 
kingdoms will appear highly proper, if we consider that 
a ram or a ram's head was the royal ensign of the Per- 
sians, and that the Greeks of Macedonia ^ere called 
2Egia.d£e, or the people of the goat, for 200 years before 
the time of Daniel. Caraunus, their founder, settled 
in a place where there was a flock of goats, and from 
thence called his settlement goat's town, and made the 
figure of a goat his ensign. We shall soon see how 
literally this prophecy was accomplished. 

Artaxerxes-Alnemon, one of the sons of Darius-No- 
thus,, succeeded him in the throne. The reign of this 
king is long, and full of interesting events ; but we 
must confine ourselves to the Jewish history. 

In the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes died Jehoida 
the high-priest, who was succeeded by his son Jehonan, 
called also Jonathan, who held it thirty-two years. Je- 
shua, his brother, by means of the governor of Syria, 
obtained a grant of the priesthood for himself, and went 
to take possession ; which occasioned a great contention, 
and Jehonan killed Jeshua in the inner court of the 
Temple. The governor of Syria was exceedingly en- 
raged at this action, and, coming up to Jerusalem, 
obliged the priests to pay out of the public treasury a 
very considerable tax: but they were at his death re- 
lieved from it. Jaddua, the son of Jehonan, succeeded 
his father as high priest of the Jews. 

Towards the latter end of the reign of Artaxerxes, 
great disturbances arose in the Persian empire, occa- 
sioned by the contentions of his sons about the succes- 
sion ; for he had a numerous family. At length the poor 
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* * 

old king, who was upwards of ninety-four years of age, 
died of grkC 

Artaxerxes-Ochu 'one of his sons, succeeded to the 
• throne. This monarch was the cruellest and worst of 
all the Persian, kings. 

The Sidonians, and other Phoenicians, revolted, and 
entered into a confederacy with the king of Egypt ; 
. but Artaxerxes subdued them aM. The Sidonians were 
betrayed into his hands by their own king ; and, fad- 
ing there was no way to escape either by .sea or land, 
they retired to their houses, and, setting .fire to them 
over their heads, were all consumed to the number of 
forty thousand men, besides women and children. Ar- 
taxerxes, having no farther need of the king of Sidon, 
caused him to be put to death : there were vast riches 
in Sidon at the time of this calamity, which being all 
melted down by the flames, Artaxerxes sold the ashes 
for a considerable sum of money. 

The Jews seem to have engaged with the Phoeni- 
cians against Artaxerxes : for, after the destruction of 
Sidon, he marched into Judea, besieged and took Jeri- 
cho, and making many of the Jews captive, led t?hem 
into Egypt and other parts. 

Artaxerxes at length subdued all the revolted pro- 
vinces, and then gave himself up to hixury and dissipa- 
tion, andle^ the management of pubgc affairs to mi- 
nisters. After he had reigned twenty-one years, he 
was poisoned by Bagoas his favourite* 

Upon the death of Artaxerxes-Ochu*, Arses, the son 
of that monarch, was made king by Bagoas, who put 
all the king's sons to death* The name of king was all 
that rera&i&ed to Arses, for -the power and authority 
Bagoas reserved to himself. 

About this time Philip of Macedon was made cotn- 
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rnande* iu <?fcuef o£ all the Greician cities aad states for 
carrying on a war gainst the Persians ; hut, before he 
could set out «9 &e expedition, he wa& slaia at home by 
a, young nobles**©, whose injuries, he bad neglected to 
redress ; and was succeeded by h& son Alexander, who 
was then about twenty one years old* 
. Arses, king of Persia, was slain, by the treachery of 
Bagoas, who then placed on the throne Darius the 
Thirtf, distinguished in history by the name of Darius 
Codomanus. 
. Bagoas, not finding him such an one as would answer 
lik purpose, resolved to poison him ; but Darius being 
apprised of it, obliged him to drink the deadly potion 
himself, and became settled in the kingdom without 
aay farther difficulty. 

Darius Codomanus is said to have been the hand- 
somest man in. the Persian empire, very valiant, and of 
a mild and generous disposition-: he was scarcely seated 
era the throne,, before Alexander, king of Macedon, pre- 
pared to drive him from it. 

The prophecy of .Daniel, contained in this section, 
respecting the conquest of Persia by the Greeks, gives 
one a lively image of the contest between the two king-> 
dome.: one. part of it evidently related to Alexander.. 
The notable horn certainly meant Alexander the Great, . 
as the following account of him, extract*} from au- 
thentic authors, will evinee. 

Alexander, shortly after his father's death, was de- 
clared general of the Greeks; and marched into Persia, 
with an army, consisting of no more than thirty thou- 
sand foot, and four thousand horse, furnished only with 
a sum sufficient to subsist, his army for thirty days. He - 
encountered the Persian army at the river Granicus^ 
and gained a great victory oyer them, though they 
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were five times his number, and got possession of seve- 
ral provinces, and a great deal of treasure. After this, 
he defeated Darius, whose army consisted of six hundred* 
thousand men. Above one hundred thousand Persians 
were left dead in the field ; and a great number tram- • 
pled to death by their own party, as they were endea- 
vouring to escape through a narrow pass. In this bat- 
tle Darius was in great danger of losing his life ; and 
his wife, children, and family, were taken captives. 

After Alexander had defeated Darius, he marched- 
along the sea-coast towards Phoenicia : every place he 
came to yielded, but none more readily than Sidon. 
We have before related, • that this city was miserably 
destroyed in the reign of Artaxerxes Ochus ; but it 
happened that some of its inhabitants were absent on. 
merchandise and other occasions: these returned and 
rebuilt the city; but, having an inveterate hatred to: 
the Persians, gladly submitted to Alexander. 

The whole of Syria and Phoenicia was now subdued 
by the Macedonians, excepting the city of Tyre, which 
being excellently situated for commerce,.standing an an 
island, and having noble ports, was not so much a city* 
belonging to any particular nation as the common city 
of all nations, to which they sent their difierent com- 
modities, and from whence they received the product of 
other lands. 

The prophecies of Isaiah and Ezekiel, concerning thifr 
kingdom, were partly fulfilled by Nebuchadnezzar in 
the destruction of Old Tyre ; but the new city rose to- 
still greater power and grandeur than -the other, and 
was in a very flourishing condition in the time of 
Alexander. Let us now see what these prophets pre- 
dicted concerning it. * * 

SECTION 



( 803 ) 
SECTION LXXXVL 

PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH AND EKEKIEL CONCERNING 
THE TOTAL OVERTHROW OF TYRE BY THE GRECIANS. 

from Isai. Chap, xxiii. — Ezeh Chap, xxvii. , 

• • . » » 

L The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye. ships of Tar- 
shish ; for it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no 
entering in. From the land of Chittim it is revealed 
to them. 

Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle, thou whom the 
merchants of Zidon, that pass over the sea, have re- 
plenished. 

And by great waters the seed of Sihor, the harvest of 
the river, is her revenue; and she is a mart of nations.' 

Be thou ashamed, O Zidon : for the- sea hath spoken, 
even the strength of the sea, saying,.! travail not, nor 
bring forth children, neither do I nourish up young 
men, nor bring up virgins. 

As at the report concerning Egypt, so shall they be 
sorely pained at the report of Tyre. 

Pass ye over to Tarshish ; howl, ye inhabitants of the 
isle* 

4 

Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient 
days I her own feet shall carry her-afar off to sojourn. 

Who hath taken his counsel against Tyre the crown* 
ing city, whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers 
are the honourable of the earth ? The Lord of hosts 
hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to 
bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth. 

Pass through thy land as a. river, O daughter of Tar- 
shish : there is no more strength. 

He stretched out his hand over the sea, he shook the 
kingdoms, the Lord hath given a commandment against 
the merchant city, to destroy the strong holds thereof* 

And 
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And he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou op- 
pressed virgin, daughter of Zidoa: arise, pass over to 
Chittim : there also shalt thou have no rest. - 

Behold, the land of the,Chafcteans ; this people was 
not tiH the Assyrian founded it for them that tfoveff in 
the wilderness : they set up the towers thereof^ they 
raised up the palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin. 

Howl, ye ship#of Tarshisfetfor your strength is kid 
waste. 

And it shall eonte to pass, after the end of seventy* 
years, that the Lord will visit Tyre, and she shaft tern 
to her hire, and shall commit abomination with alt the 
kingdoms of the world up©* the face et the earth* 

And her merchandise and her hire shall be ho&nestfe 
the Lonn : it shall not be treasured nor laid • up ; for 
her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the 
Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing. 

II. Thy rowers'have brought thee into great waters : 
the east wind hath broken thee in the midst of the seas. 

Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy ma- 
riners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of 
thy merchandise, and all thy men of war that are in 
thee, and in all thy company which is in the midst of 
thee, shall fall into the midst of the seas in the days ef 
thy ruin. 

The suburbs shall shake at the sound of i the cry of 
thy pilots. 

And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the 
pilots of the sea, shall come down from their ships, they 
shall stand 'upon the land ; and shall cause their voice 
to be heard against thee, and shall cry bitterly, and 
shall cast up dust upon their heads, they shall wallow 
themselves in the ashes : 

And they shall make themselves utterly bald for thee, 
and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep fer 
thee with bitterness of heart, and bitter wailing. 

And< 
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And in tJbeir wailing they shall take up a Lamentation 
|W thee* and lament over thee, saying, What city is like 
Tyrus* like the destroyed in tlje midst of the sea? When 
thy wares went forth out of jthe seas, thou nlledst many 
peQjpte; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with 
t)j»e piukiftide of thy riches and of thy merchandise* 
. In the twpde vfeea thou shalt he broken by the sea* i* 
the deptfiftjtftk* wa$e*8» thy mexchandise and ail thy 
c#*nf|*ay in the midst of thee shall fall. 

A$ the inhabitants of the Isles Shall be astonished at 
Jfcee* and their kings shall be sore afraid* they shall be 
troubled in their countenance. 
. The BKrchanjts ainnng the people shall hiss at thee : 
Upljoiu shaft be 4 terror, and never shall be any more. 

ANNOTATIONS Aim REFLECTIONS. 

From thefrs* of tfeese jHPedietion* we understand, 
(bat . i* w«s ferefekown fa» the Almighty that Tyre 
would provoke Divine Justice to inflict another hea*y 
judgment upon it, and that he ordained Chittim, which 
is Macedonia, to be the instrument of Dtivine vengeance. 
The second extract describes all the commercial and 
moraine world as grieved and astonished at her fete, 
and greatly alarmed for their own. Let us now enquire 
after Alexander's- proceedings in respect to this kingdom. 

The Tyrians, hearing of the rapid success of the Gre- 
cian conqueror, were desirous of securing the friendship 
of this mighty monarch, for which purpose they sent 
ambassadors to him wkh provisions for his ariny ; but he 
insisted on their submitting to him as their master, on 
which they denied him admittance into their city. He 
then resolved to besiege it; and at length, with great 
skiH and labour, accomplished the conquest of old Tyre, 
and afterwards burnt neto Tyre to the ground, and de- 
stroyed 
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atroyed or enslaved all its inhabitants. Eight thousand 
he slew in battle, two thousand of those whom he took 
prisoners he caused to be crucified; the rest,- to the 
number of thirty thousand, were sold for slaves. Some 
had, before the siege, sent their wives and children to 
Carthage for safety ; and some were preserved by the 
Sidonians, who conveyed them away privately in ships. 
These -were very heavy judgments, but from the pro* 
phetic writings we learn that they were deservedly in* 
flicted ; for the remembrance of the former misfortunes 
which had befallen Tyre, was obliterated by a series of 
prosperity, and the inhabitants once more regarded her 
as the queen of cities : pride, luxury, avarice, licentious- 
ness, and impiety, again ruled their actions ; they again 
confided in their own strength and power, forgetful of 
the Amlighty, who had before humbled them in the 
dust. 

The following extract from the prophecy of Ezelfiel 
gives a lively idea of the magnificence and importance 

of this famous city. l ' • ' 

• • i •. . i . • 
SECTION LXXXYIL 

PART OF THE PROPHECY OP. EZEKIEL CONCERNING 

TYRE, 



From Ezekiel, Chap, xxvii 



«• 



O thou that art situate at the entry of the sea, 
which art a merchant of the people for many isles ; Thus 
saifeh the Lord God ; O Tyrus, thou hast said, I am 
of perfect beauty. 

Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, thy 
builders have perfected thy beauty. .., . 

They have made all thy ship boards of fir-trees of 
Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make 
masts for thee. 

Of 
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Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oara; 
the company of the Assurites have made thy benches of 
ivory, brought but of the isles of Chittim. 

Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that 
which thou spreadest forth to be thy sail ; blue and 
purple from the isles of Elisha was that which covered 
thee. / 

The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy ma- 
riners : thy wise men, O Tyrus, that were in thee, were 
thy pilots. * 

The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were 
in thee thy calkters : all the ships of the sea with their 
mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandise. 

They t)f Persia, and of Lud, and of Phut were in 
thine army, thy men of war : they hanged the shield 
and helmet in thee ; they set forth thy comeliness. ~ 

The men of Arvad with thine army' were upon thy 
walls round about, and the Gammadims were in thy 
toweifs: they hanged their shields upon thy walls rounil 
about : they have made thy beauty perfect. ' 

Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of thy multi- 
tude of all kind of riches ; with silver, iron, tin, and 
lead, they traded in thy fairs. ; 

Javan, Tubal, and Meshach, they were thy mer- 
chants : they traded the persons of men and vessels of 
brass in thy market. 

They of the house of Togftrmah traded in thy fairs 
with horses, and horsemen, and mules, 
' The men of Dedan were thy merchants : many isle* 
were the merchandise of thine hand : they brought 
t&ee for a present horns of ivory, and ebony-- 

Syria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude 
of the wares of thy making: they occupied in thy fairs 
with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and . hue 
linen, and coral, and agate. 

Judatij 
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Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy mer- 
chants : they traded in thy market wheat of Minnitb, 
and Pannag, and honey, and oil, and balm. . 

Damascus was thy merchant in the* multitude of the 
wares of tby making, for the multitude of all riches ; in 
the # wine of Helbon, and white wool. 

Dair also and Javan going to and fro occupied in 
thy fair* : bright iron, cassia* and calamus, were in thy 
market. 

^ Dedan was "thy merchant in precious clothes for 
chariots.. 

Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they occupied 
with thee in lambs, and rams* and goats ; in these were 
they thy merchants. 

The merchants of Sbeba and Raarnah* thej were thy 
merchants ; they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all 
•pices, and with aU precious stones* and gold. 

Haran, and Caaneh* and Eden, the merchant* of 
Sbeba, A&hur,, and Cbftooad, were thy merchants* 

These were thy merchants in all sorts of things* u* 
bfaje clothes, and bwid^red work* and in chests of rich 
apparel, bound with cords, and made of cedar ameaf 
thy merchandise. 

The ships of Taxshish did sing «f thee in thy market; 
and thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in 
the midst of the seas. 

* 

ANNOTATIONS awi> REFLECTIONS. 

What a strong resemblance does Great Britian bear 
to Tyre in many particulars. It k, like thai, an island 
guarded by the ocean, and the acknowledged sovereign 
of the seas. Riches flow unto her from every qvtartfr ef 
the globe, and the produce of her lam! is sought by dis- 
tant nations. Her pride, like that of T^re, has ire- v 

quently 
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quently provoked the Lord to send chastisements upon 
her ; but hitherto she has not been totaHy abandoned 
to infidelity and vice. Many righteous have been 
found in her borders, for whose sake the Almighty has 
graciously averted his heavy judgments. O may the 
number of those faithful servants increase] may true 
religion flourish and abound! may the sabbaths of the 
Lord be properly observed! may the Saviour of the 
world be duly honoured! may the rich exercise bene- 
volence, and the poor act with integrity! may British 
youth of both sexes, and all .conditions, impress upon 
their yet uncorrupted minds this important precept, 
that Righteousness exalteth a nation, but Sin 
is the destruction of any people ; and may they 
regulate their lives accordingly! Then will the Lord 
not only spare our Tyre, but make us the glory of 
nations, a holy people ; and he will be near at hand 
to grant us all things necessary for our temporal and 
eternal welfare. Happy are the people who are in such 
a <;ase, yea blessed are the people who have the Lord 
for their God. 

SECTION LXXXVIII. 

THE EN» O* THE PERSIAN, AND THE BEGINNING OF 

THE GRECIAN EMPIRE. 

. After Alexander had subdued Tyre, he marched to 
Jerusalem ; the cause of his doing so was this. The Ty- 
rihns, being chiefly given to merchandise, were mostly 
supplied with provisions by their neighbours ; and Ga- 
lilee, Samarja, and Judea, being the countries from 
whence they were principally furnished, Alexander, 
during the siege of Tyre, was obliged to apply to the 
B&ttte tptarter, and therefore sent to require the inhabit- 

I ants 
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ants of those places to submit to him. The Jews plead- 
ed their oath of allegiance to Darius, which forba4 their 
acknowledging a new master during his life ; this ex- 
ceedingly enraged the proud conqueror, and he resolv- 
ed to punish Jerusalem. In this distress Jaddua the 
high-priest who had then the immediate .government 
of the people under the Persians, being in great per- 
plexity, resolved to seek the, Lord, and trust to his Al- 
mighty Protection. Sacrifices and prayers were 
devouly offered, and the Lord had compassion on his 
people ; and directed Jaddua in the visions of the night 
to go out and meet the conqueror in his sacred robes, 
with ali the pries ts in their proper habits, and the people 
in white garments which they did ; and advancing to 
a place called Sapha (an eminence without Jerusalem) 
there waited the coming of Alexander, and on his ap- 
proach met him in a solemn manner. He was struck 
with profound awe at the spectacle ; and hastening for- 
ward, bowed down to Jaddua with a religious venera- 
tion, to the great surprise of those who attended him. 

While all stood amazed, Parmenio, one of Alexander's 
generals, asked him.how it came to pass that he, whom 
all adored, should pay such adoration to the Jewish high- 
priest ; to which he answered, that be did not pay that 
adoration to him, but to the God whose priest he was. 
Fpr that when he was. in Macedonia, and was delibe- 
rating how he should carry on the war against Persia, 
and was in much doubt about the undertaking, . he saw 
in a dream this very man, who encouraged him to* lay 
aside all fear and diffidence, and pass boldly into Asia ; 
promising him that God would be his guide, and give 
him the empire of the Persians. Therefore he was now 
confident he should succeed according to his desire : then 
turning to Jaddua,-he kindly embraced him, and en- 
tered Jerusalem in a friendly manner, where he offered 

sacrifice* 
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sacrifices to Gron in the Temple ; and Jaddua having 
*hewn him the prophecies of Daniel, which predicted 
the overthrow* of the Persian empire by a Grecian king, 
he went from thence with greater assurance of success, 
not doubting but he was the person meant by those 
prophecies*. 

This account is a farther confirmation of the opinion 
which is justified by several passages in holy writ, that 
.the great conquerors were by some means or other made 
acquainted with the prophecies relating to themselves, 
and with the existence and supremacy of the Lord 
God. 

The Samaritans, encouraged by Alexander's treat- 
ment of the Jews, met him also with great pomp, and 
.prayed that he would honour their city and temple, with 
his presence. He answered them kindly, but was not 
then at leisure, being on a hasty march into Egypt ; 
and soon brought that country into subjection to him. 
Here he built a city, and called it, after his own name, 
Alexandria, and afterwards peopled it with colonies 
drawn from other places; among whom were many 
Jews : to these he gave great privileges, and allowed 
them the free use of their religion. 

When Alexander had settled all his affairs in Egypt, 
he hasted toward the east to find out Darius. In his 
return towards Palestine, he learnt that Andronicus, a 
great favourite of his, wliom he had made governor of 
Syria and Palestine, had been murdered by the Samari- 
tans ; who, rising in a tumult, had set fire to the house 
in which he was, and burnt him to death, on account, 
as is supposed, of their not having the same privileges 
granted to them as their enemies the Jews had. Alex- 
ander being exceedingly exasperated against the Sama- 
ritans, caused all who had any part in the murder to be 

* See Dan. viii. 

put 
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put to death, and drove all the rest oat of » tte city, 
placing Macedonians in their stead, and giving the re* 
tnaindei* of their territories. to the Jews. Those wh* 
Survived the calamity retired to SecHem, ttftder raaunt 
Gerizim, and froni/that time this place became ^he ate- 
tropolis of the Samaritan secC Those Sam&rHao8,who 
were in his army, Alexander sent to Egypt* to prevent 
disturbances, and then pursued his cpurse m quest tf 
other conquests. . In a short space of time he got £&»• 
session of the whole Persian empire. 

Darius defended his kingdom to the- tffcttfoet df fc» 
power ; but was at last treacherously seized by two of 
his generals, and bound with chains of gold, and after- 
wards mortally wounded by them, and left ih a coveted 
chariot, where he expired before the arrival tjf AlefcaB*- 
der ; who lamented his unhappy fate, and bestowei an 
honourable funeral upon him, and treated his frtteJfy 
with the utmost kindness. Thus died'BAifchjs CoBd fc 
manus, and with him ended the Persian etnpire, after 
having existed two hundred and nineteen ytea#s, from 
the beginning of the reign of Cyrus. 

At the time the Persians conquered Bfcbyl&ri, ffiejr 
were a sober, laborious, and modest people \ but, ttftet 
they had completed their conquests, they degenerated 
from their natural character, and grew fond of* magnify 
cence, ease, and pleasure : till at length they tacttfflft 
like the Babylonians, and were regarded as the ftHJit 
luxurious people in the world ; therefbre we cfcrmot won* 
der that the Grecians were suffered to subdue them. 

When Alexander had secured to himself the Fersiatt 
empire, he resolved on the conquest of other nations arid 
after a variety of successes, which are related in the Gre*- 
cian history, he took up his residence in Babylon. Mere 
he employ ed his thoughts in plans for the eiribeilishtnent 
of the city, and meditated future enterprises; but met 

with 
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with obstacles at first, and died before the completion 
of his schemes. A supreme cause, unknown to men, 
overruled his actions, that the prophecies against Ba- 
bylon, written 300 years before, might be accom- 
plished. 

Alexander intended to repair the temple of Belus, 
but Goo had ordained that it should never be rebuilt. 
The Jews, who were -among- Alexander's army, refused 
to take their turn in clearing ftway the rubbish* 
though they were repeatedly punished; but at length' 
the king, admiring their constancy, discharged them 
$ud set them free. 

/What we have lately- read, concerning the mnpite 
of the Persians, and the conquests of AleicaiMter, 4s «e« 
lated in the works of Jewish and heathen writers. For* 
the future we must have recourse to the antiquities of 
Josephus, a learned Jew, and the Apoeri/phtil books, 
which are to be found in our larger fifcles. The au- 
thors of. these books #re not certainly known t and 
therefore tjbtey are not admitted as canonical ; but they 
are notwithstanding much esteemed; some, on account 
of the excellent moral precepts they contain; and 
others, for the credible relations they give of the history 
of the Jews. Among the latter are the* two booka eP 
the Maccabees; from the first of which the following 
section is extracted 
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'. ...' ..SUPPLEMENT, 

TO CONNECT THE' OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT 



; , . SECTION I. 

* N 

J&A*htt)T ALEXANDER, AND THE DIVISION OF HIS 

' * ' EMPIRE. 

I < » . .. 

And it happened, after that Alexander, son of Philip 
tie* 'Macedonian, who came oat of the land of Chittim, 
had smitten .Darius king of the Persians and Medes, 
that he reigned in his stead, the first over Greece; and 
fnade many wars, and won many strong holds, and slew 
the kings of the earth; and went through to the ends 
of the earth, and took spoils of many nations, inso- 
much that the earth was quiet before him : whereupon 
he was tfxalted, and his heart was lifted up. And he 
gathered a mighty strong host, and ruled over coun- 
tries, and nations, and kings, who became tributaries 
unto him. And after these things he fell sick, and per- 
ceived that he should die. ^Wherefore he called his ser- 
vants, such as were honourable, and had been brought 
up with him from his youth, and parted his kingdom 
among them, while he was yet alive. So Alexander 
reigned twelve years, and then died. And his servants 
bare rule every one in his place. And after his death, 
they all put crowns upon themselves ; so did their sons 
after them many years, and evils were multiplied in 
the earth. 

This account of Alexander's death, &c. is corrobo- 
rated by heathen authors, who relate, that whilst Alex- 
ander continued in Babylon he gave himself up to great 

excesses. 
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excesses. He was for ever solemnizing new festivals* 
and perpetually at new banquets. After having spent 
a whole night in drinking,' a second feast was proposed 
to him. He went accordingly, and there were twenty 
guests at table. He drank to the health of every per- 
son in company, and then pledged them severally. 
After this calling for the cup of Hercules, which held 
six bottles, he poured it all, down, drinking to one of 
the company, who pledged him again in the same fu- 
rious bumper. Alexander had no sooner swallowed it 
than he fell on the floors conquered by intemperance. In 
this condition he was seized with a fever, which very 
soon put an end to his life, at the age of thirty-two 
years and eight months. 

Alexander did not name his successor, as he knew 
tTiere would be great disputes ' on the subject, for his 
children were too young to assert their claim, and he 
had no friend he could depend on as a guardian ; he 
-therefore, in his life-time, gave the government of dif- 
ferent provinces to his principal commanders. This 
filled them with aspiring views, and made them, when 
their great leader was removed," desirous of sovereign 
power; agreeable to Daniel's prediction concerning 
Alexander's kingdom, That it should be rent asunder 
after his decease^ and that it shoidd not be transmitted in 
the usual way to his posterity*. 

As soon as Alexander's death was known, there was 
a general lamentation, -for he was greatly beloved and 
reverenced* His army in particular abandoned them- 
selves to immoderate grief. The state in which they 
were left struck them with consternation, for they had 
many evils to dread in consequence of his loss. The 
only way to prevent them was by a speedy nomination 

...... t> ^ • _ •» 

- * Daniel viii. ?. 
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of a. new sovereign; but no effort of human wisdom 
cpu}d establish a sple successor to that prince, because - 
the purposes for which Alexander was raised to such a 
pitch gf power were answered in the chastisement of 
the wicked nations, he subdued; and the Lord, know- 
ing thai; Jie.WPtthigraw proud and arrogant, luxurious 
and impious* had ordained that his honour should not 
descend to his pp&erity. 

After Alexander's death, Babylon gradually fell into 
dcpay, till at length the predictions of the prophets, 
were exactly fulfilled, and the place where it stood i& 
so completely occupied with wild beasts and serpents, 
that travellers tell us they dare npt come near it; and 
thus we may be certain it will ever remain, for the 
Almighty has doomed it never to be inhabited. What 
a warning does the fate of Babylon afford to wicked 
nations! 

Alexander had an infant son, to whom he had given 
the name of Hercujes.. He had also a brother named 
Aridseus, but he wa§ youngj and of a weak understand- 
ing. A variety- of troubles and disputes arose amongst 
Alexander^ chiefs ; at length it was unanimously re- 
solved that Aridaeus, should be made king, or rather that 
he should W invested witH tte shew of royalty. Per- 
diccas., one of the chiefs to whom Alexander had given 
his ring in his last moments, had the person of the prince 
committed to his care,and remained at Babylon as re- 
gent of the kingdom. The name of Aridaeus was chag- 
ed to Philip, and sometime afterwards the son pf Roxana 
(Alexander's queen), wJ*o was born after, his father's 
death, was joined in the sovereignty with Philip. In 
the mean time the rest of the chiefs repaired to their 
several governments; and, as soon as they were settled 
in their provinces, they began to form confederacies, 
and make war on one another, till in process of time all 

were 
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Were destroyed except Ctmander y LysbttacJius, Ptotimy, 
and SeUudUS) and they divided the whole etnpife among 
them. 

In this division ftfotBMY, whom the Greeks call So* 
TER> ^having taken possession of Egypt,resok^d to make 
hnr&etftna^er^<y of Coelo- Syria, Ph<teriicia,arid Pales- 
tine. Coelo^syria was a part of Syria? Palestine 
ffltat cotmfry Which was formeffyihe inheritance of the 
children of Israel; and 'Vtaestcw the maritime part* 
cf both. Ptolemy succeeded in hi* enterprizes ftgalrtst 
these provinces, but the Jews for sdme time refused to 
yield to him, on account of the oath they had taker! to 
fte governor whom Ptolemy deposed; tfpon which he 
marched his- force* into Judea, and, "hating gift posses* 
s4sn of most of tbecotmtry, laid siege ta Jerusalem. This 
eity was strong enodgfr^bofhliiy nature odd aft, to hare 
inflate' ft tony reslstefrtee ; btrt Ptolemy cante npon them 
oh the Sabbath-day, tfftetf fee knew they weuld not 
defend themselves, and took the *plaee by storm. At 
first he treated the inhabitants with great rigour; btft 
afterwards, considering how Jaitfriul they had been to 
their former governor, he employed them i« his army 
and garrison, and granted them great privileges^ apon 
which the whole nation 4f the Jew* becaitte subject 
to the king of Egypt. 

SBCT*0# 11. 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS UNMR THE KINGS OF 

. S&YPfV 

m 

Three years aftarthedeatii of Alexander the Great 
died Jaddua the high priest of the Jew*, who was suc- 
ceeded by his son Qnias« dnas died in the filth year 
of the reign, of Ptolemy ikiter, king of Egypt* and his 
son Simon, who, on account of the sanctity of his life, 
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was called Simon th* JusL succeeded, hrra. Simon con- 
tinued in his office nine years, during which time he 
did many beneficial acts, both for church and state, but 
particularly in collecting together the books of the Old 
Testament. Those of Ezra, Esther, and the prophet 
Malachi, are supposed to have been added by him to 
those before published by Ezra. Simon was the last of 
the Great Synagogue, which consisted of a succession 
of men who attended to the preservation of the accura- 
cy of the scriptures, that they might not be corrupted; 
and it is by means of such persons as Simon that we 
have had them transmitted to us. 

Simon was succeeded by his brother Eleazar, for hi* 
son Onias was a minor when his father died. After the 
death of Simon, the Jews did not rigorously confine 
themselves to the doctrine of ^scripture, bqt tradition, 
began to prevail by tradition is meant, the, say ingjs of 
the ancients, delivered down by word.pf rapitfh. Aa-i 
tigonus Socho, an. eminent scribe in, the Jaw of God* 
president of the Sanhedrim, or senate of tfte elders at 
Jerusalem, was the first teacher of this secondary law 
of tradition. Afterward (as we find in the New Te»-. 
tament} all the teachers or doctors of the Jewish law : 

were sometimes called scribes, and sometimes lawyers, 
or those who sat in Moses* seat. • » 

Ptolemy Soter established a museum. This was a 
large edifice in the qity of t Alexandria, designed for the 
habitation of such learned men as made it their study 
to' improve philosophy and all usefulkttowlfedge. : Tim 
college produced a number of persons eminent for lite- 
rature, and occasioned Alexandria to be regarded for 
many ages together, in all parts of thtfwotld, fa the 
school of learning. •• ! f '--'•:.*''• • : 

In this moseurh wW ^'library, stttcl ttffiavfe consisted' 
of four hundred thbtisaild Volumes ; arid there'was ano-" 
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ther in a temple, which increased in time .to thre? 
hundred thousand, amounting in the whole to seven 
hundred thousand volumes. The. greatest part of this • 
famous library was accidentally burnt by one of .the 
Roman emperors; and the rest, which had received a 
considerable addition, was at length, many, yeans- after* 
wards, destroyed by the Saracens. . . > 

Ptolemy Soterwas succeeded in the throne by his son 
Ptolemy Philadelpus: this prince pursued his father's 
plan in respect to the museum ; and hearing that the Jews 
had a famous book (what we now call the Old Tested 
ment) which well deserved a place in the collection, he 
sent to Eleazar, the high priest, to desire an authentic 
copy of it; and, because it was written in a language 
he did not understand, he requested that Eleazar would 
send a competent number of learned men, w^il verse^ 
both in Greek and Hebrew, to translate it for liim. 
Eleazar complied; and it is said that seventy or aer 
venty-two translators were ; employed to turn the?.Q)4 
Testament into Greek; but whejther so.^reat & num^ 
her were actually engaged in this w.orkor not, Js .^ 
question of dispute with the learned ; however, tJieur 
version of the law of Moses, with the translation ,pf the 
prophets, which was afterwards made- and added, . is 
. called from this circumstance the translation of ike sq~ 
ventyl .You .have been told in what manner the law 
was explained in Chaldee by Ezra after the return of 
the Jews from TBabylon j when, by . their residence at - 
Alexandria, the Greek was become most familiar .to 
them, the scriptures were explained' in that Janguage ; 
and from thence those Jews were called Hellenists, or* 
Greekizing Jews, because they used the Greek lan- 
guage in their synagogues." , % 

After the death of Ptolemy Philadelphia, Evergetus 
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came to the crown of Egypt, and Onias succeeded his 
uncle Eleazar aft high priest. 

Onias was the son of Siiinroti the Just, hut in many 
respects the -very reverse of his father: at the hest he 
was a very weak and inconsiderate man. 

When Ptolemy Evergetes died, his son Philopatef 
Sitceeetjfed to the throne. Antiochus the Great, king 
of Syria (who descended from Selencus), dispossessed 
tfee Egyptian king of several of his provinces, amongst 
whicfc was Jthfea; hut Fhifopater afterwards defeated 
tfte army of Antiochus, and recovered Coeh^Syria and 
^Palestine. 

ftofenry visited die cities which he had regained by 
tffife victory, amongst which was Jerusalem. Here he 
took « vfew'of the temple, and presented costly gifts, 
and offered sacrifices' to the Gov of Israel; but not 
being content With an outward view, he was desirous of 
entering into the $AKcTtLARY, nay, even into the most 
yr6ht piAca, which none But the priest (and that only 
oh the great day of expiation) was allowed to enter, 
^ffrifr decasicmed great confusion; the priests and Le- 
vites assembled to pfevent the king's entrance, but aO 
tu no purpose. Phflopater resolved to gratify his cu- 
rr6sfty» and accordingly pressed on to go into the inner- 
fcoutt; buUflffhe was passing farther to go Into die 
Temple, he was seized witji a sudden terror and con- 
sternation of Wind, and carried out half dead. In a 
t%(tti time, The defied from the place, highly incensed 
with the whole tt&tion of the Jews, and uttering many 
bitter thT6ateriirigs against them. 

Simpn (the second of that name) the son of Onias, 

was. high priest at this time; n his father dying. towards 

the end of the former year, Ke succeeded him. in the 

office. Onias had .been extremely negligent during his 

'" * administration, 
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administration, which the Samaritans taking advantage 
of, had l>een very vexatious to the Jews, by plundering 
and ravaging their country, carrying many of the inha- 
bitants into captivity, and selling them for slaves. 

No sooner was Ptolemy arrived at Alexandria, than 
he published a decree, excluding eve,ry one who did 
not sacrifice to his idol from having any access to him; 
degrading the Jews from the rights and privileges they s 
had in the city, and ordering them all to be marked 
with the impression of an ivy-leaf with a red-hot iron f 
and as many as refused, to be put to death. 

Nor did his rage end here, for he sent out orders, re- 
quiring his officers to bring all the Jews, who lived any 
where in Egypt, in chams to Alexandria; and having 
shut them up in a large place without the city, called 
the Hippodrome., where the people used to assemble to 
see horse-races and other shews, he proposed the next, 
day to make a spectacle of them, by having them de- 
stroyed by elephants; and to make these beasts more 
furious, they were intoxicated with wine mingled with 
frankincense; but the king the night before, having sat 
up late at a feast, overslept himself, which ohjiged the 
show to be pu( off. He did so the next day; all this 
while the poor Jews continued shut up in the Hippo* 
drome, where they ceased not with the most earnest 
supplications -to implore the mercy of God, who gra- 
ciously heard their prayer,and afforded them a wonder- 
ful deliverance. For oh the third day, when the king 
was present,and the elephants let loose, instead of fall- 
ing upon the Jews^hey turned all their rage upon those 
who came to see the show, and killed numbers of them. 
This wonderful event so terrified the king, that he or* 
dered all the Jews to be set at liberty, restored them to 
their former privileges*, and, among other favours, in- 
dulged them with the power of putting those to death 
who had agortaiwed fppna their religion; but of the 
«. • ' P5 many 
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many thousands of thtr Jewish race who then 1 dwelt at* 
Alexandria, bnly threVMndreti of thShhid forsaken' 
their God to gain the favour of the khig. ' ' ; T ' \ 

Upon the death of Ptolemy Philopateri his son Pto^ 
lemy fepiphanes (a child of five years old) succeeded to 
the throne ;' but Antiochus the Great, king df Syria, 
taking advantage of the young* king's iriabHity to op- 
ppse him, marched into Ccelo-Syria and^alestirie^and 
in a very short time made himself master of them, and 
was cheerfully received by the Jews; in return for 
which he granted tnem liberty to live according to 
their own laws and religion* 

Shortly after this Antiochus made peace with jPtole- 
my, and gave him his daughter Cleopatra to wife; and' 
with her as dower, Coelo- Syria and Palestine, upon 
condition of dividing the revenues of those provinces 
with him. 

SECTION IIL 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS JJNpjER ANTIOCHUS THK : 
GREAT r AND &EX*EUQUS-KIN(&. OF SYRIA. • • 

* A^TTOCHtfs 'waa*' prrinceLof great humanity, ele~ 
niency, and beffeflcenice,'' arid* very just' irf^llie admini-* 
stration of hisgGfrterrrment; -and till" the'fiflieil^year of 
Ms Kf§ manned afl his 'arffairs wfth "vato ur, prudence,' 
and' application, winch deservedly garried him the title 
Qffhe'^greht ; but afterwards he declined in wisdom and 
conduct, ^flf kt length he was* vanquished by the Ro- 
mans, driven- out" of the best : pdrfctrt* his : 'dSfainions; 
forced to submit io very" disgraceful ferinV of peace, and 
at last died man inglorious'maflner: for, having robbed 
Sm idol tempie, he wag slain by the people of the country 
as he- was carrying off the spoil. v There is amongst the 
prophecies of Daniel* a very remarkable prediction r& 

- * Dan.' xi. tt- to '14 inclusive, r 'Sefc the application ft&lto** 
Ancient Histe^y, a(tf Prid&Ufc'a (ft^citfeft;* hO%r \i , • ••' * 

^ 'i specting 



( S2S ) * 

spiting Antiochus the Great, but this 'camwt be'fsxi 
plained without entering into an historical detail of this 
. reign, tod copious for our examination at present* '••-'•- 
• After the death of Antiochus the tifaot f ufe&'«ta* Sc- 
lerous PMlopate* succeeded him to the kingdom of 
Syria, to^rhich ^hdaM^exed'CoBl^Sj^ik^iFalefttine,' anA 
oiliet adjacent pnmricestitisnot certain' at what time 
*>r by whalt means, he gained possession of ' theni.; '-A% 
first he favoured the Jews, and Supplied them with &1 
thhags riefcessary for the service 6$ the Temple at his 
own expeiice. shut being informed by one Simon a Berf- 
jamite, who was governor of the Temple, arid had dia- 
agreed with the high*priest, that there were great riches 
In the Temple, he sent has- treasurer, Heliodorus, to 
seize and bring them to Antioch. Heliodorus set out 
upon his journey ; and when he arrived at Jerusalem 
met with a most gracious reception from the high-priest, 
but as soon as he informed him that he : came in the 
king's name to demand the money which they had iji 
the treasury, the high priest remonstrated witft him on 
the cruelty and injustice of seia&g J«»hat> was deposited 
intrust for the relief of widows and ofphabs* 'But this 
wicked man waa deaf to every plea of : humfinity arid 
justice, and, insisted. onv obeying the king^S command. 
r " Wherefore*, (as the Book of Maccabees inforrhs m) 
there was no smAU distress in the city ; and the high* 
priest, and peopje most earnestly intreated the aid of 
the Lord/' 

Heliodorus resolved lb Seize the money by violence ; 
on which, we are informed, he hacL# xervr extraordi- 
nary vision ; this terrified him to such, a degree " that 
f he was cast down and lay speechless j without any 

. ■ ■ ■ • * ' 

* 2 Macc/iii. 14—23. ' . 
f 2 Mace. iii. .29— 33, 34, 35. ■ 
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hope of W* Bt* theMgh ptftstfewmgle^ ti* long 
«^\Wiiofi<JeJ^^t^«K4ftfi*GTyhad b^dn used to 
Heliodarot by the JroMfet ed * aadrifto* for bis health. 
$? Hetiodftfus* «fter he haA ofieited « Sacrifice \mttt the 
lo^an4mfl4? gre* yow*\mto hint that bad wnA 
bkhfy) mttmi 0*te% afidreftWMdwkfo: his bo* t* 
Ifee king* Tb*n testified he to ail men* the works of 
the great Go^ which hfe bad ^ctea with fcii eyes." 
When Hptio<kJr<$ returned to the Jang, be informed. 
Mm of the wtinderful transaction, and assured him that 
the iLoft& certainly defended the- t>laee : tfcfci 8toi<«* 
sfcnderfcdOfiiari to S&tatafts, msimtating* that be bad 
Petrified lieKodoros \ On which the good high-priest 
< resolved id g* to the kin£ and vhsdifettte himself. Not 
Jong af&r this, HeliodoraB, hspiring Id the crown, poi- 
soiled his sovereign Seleucos* in hopes of succeeding 
hints but his design/ was obstructed, and AntioChus 
Epiphanes, another soil of Antitehus the Great-, was 
placed on the Sjfrian throne. 

< Tfeg Romans, by their Q&nqi&m M$t jfnHochus tXe 

;Gteat't had reddeed the iaiigdom of Syria td a vfery -low 

fcbb, and had cfeaoted the hteary tribute of a thmatemd 

taiente annually* The prophet Difoiel foretold, that 

jSter AnUodimshaUskt7td*^'arm4ertftaM^ ft Me 

^fory o/ the kingdom, Seieucufc was literally su£h, for his 

. chid' eaip toy ment was to collect tog ethfcr>ty taxingWs 

; subjects* mon^y to pajr die tribute to tftfc R«ttfen* 

, SECTION IV. 

Titifc feisTeiif rjr gpHfi jiws under th2 reign or 

Xtfriocfcus epiphanes. 

Antiochus Epiphanes was a cruel enemy and per- 
secutor of the Jews#his character, and the revolutions 

' . * IHm,xi,2e, 

of 
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of hforgign, wemr particularly predicted by the pro- 
p<het Daniel*; but we hive not room* to insert; this 
ptopfceey hefre* 

After the death of Seleucus, Aktiochtts his brother 

Was returning from Rome, where he had lived as a 

hostegfc from the time the Romans granted peace to 

hfe&tffer Antiochus the Great. Whilst on his journey 

he heard of the death of Seleucus, and the attempt of 

Helibdorus to seize the crown, and that there were' 

other parties forming. He applied himself to two 

neighbouring kings, Eumenes king of Ptergamus> and 

Attains his brethtfr ; and, by jlattervng speeches , and 

great promises Of friendship, preyailed on them to help 

him against Helrodorus, and by iheir means he was 

quietly seated on the throne ; but they could not give 

him the honours ofike kingdom, that is to $ay f 'hereditary 

descent or Jree election, as Seleucus left a son behind him 

who wasthe lawful heir; neither was he the object of 

the people's choice. N 

Atotiochuffwas a very \fife person, and committed such 
inconsistent actions, that he was generally esteemed 
etthfer a fool or a mfedman. He was very poor when he 
came to the crown, for his predecessor had been oblig- 
ed to exhaust the public treasury to pay the tribute to 
the Romans. 

Jason, who was brother to Onias, took advantage 
oftheking*s necessities to gratify his own ambitious 
vitews, and bribed Antto'Chus with a large sum of mo- 
ney to dispossess Onias, and make him high-priest in 
his stead. Jasonf , who was an apostate himself^ en- < 
~ deavoured to draw as many as he could from the ob- 
servance of those laws and ceremonies which distin- 

m 

* pan. xi. 2i, 3tc. * f * Mace. iv. 
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guisjie4*the Jgws from all other nfrtios* in the world* 
Anjl he oht^ine^l Jeaye of the king to erect a place of 
public exercise for the training up of youth, according, 
to the customs of the Greeks. r These exercises natu- 
rally drew them from the service of the altar, ajbd evenv 
the priests joined in. forbidden customs with the hea- 
thens. . Of course iniquity spread very fast, which pro- 
Yoked theX»oKP to recal his people to; a. sense of their 
duty, by severe chastisements. / .-;■•.* 

There were every fifth year games celebrated in, 
Tyre in honour of Hercules, a heathen deity ; and An- 
tiochus being present at them> he sent several ,of the 
Jews who were of his party to be spectators of them, 
and to offer for him a considerable sum ; but the bearers 
being afraid of involving themselves in the guilt of ido- 
latry, gave the money .to the Tyrians to he employed 
in repairing their ships*. 

Cleopatra, .mother to Ptoi-emy Philome^jbr^ the 
young king of Egypt> had taken upon herself the go* 
verment of the kingdom, and the tuition of h^r mfant 
son, which she managed with great care and prudence^ 
but dying about this time, those who succeeded to the 
guardianship ofthe young prince, demanded of Antiq- 
'chus the provinces of Ccelo-Syria and Palestine, plead- 
ing Ptolemy's right to them; but Antiochus insisted on 
his right^and both parties resolved to, decide the matter 
by war. Before either proceeded to hostilities, Philq- 
meter being -fourteen years old, .was declared of age, 
and great preparations were made for ascending the 
throne. x On this occasion ApoUoniuSj^.sm, ambassador, 
was' sent under pretence of congratulating^him in .the 
name of Antiochus, who was his uncle, but in reality 
to see how the court stood affected. His report occa- 

{ ' * 2 Mace, if, 
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sionedtho king to, take a vi$w of the frontiers, toward*. 
Egypt, and, put them in a6tate of defence.; and in this > 
P£pgr&$§ he came to Jerusalem, where he was received 
with great marks of respect, and proceeded from thence', 
to Phoenicia. . 

Jason* ^continued in his office but a short .time. He . 
employed Mqnelaus his brother to carry his tribute to: 
the $yrian court, who treacherously supplanted him^by, 
coffering to pay a larger sum annually £ arid -obtained? 
the king's mandate appointing him. high-priest^ with, 
which he ^returned to Jerusalem, and put Jason to flight- 
Menelaus did not keep his engagement with* Antio- 
cjms} an4w^$ summoned to appear, with the collector 
of the customs, before the king.- When he departed 
from Jerusaleni, he left his brother Lysimachus as his, 
deputy. In. the mean time, there was an insurrection 
in Syria, which, called for the king's attention/ and he 
went with an army to quell it, leaving Andronicus to 
govern in Antioch, during his^ahsence. Menelaus took 
this opportunity of stealing some vessels of , gold out of 
the Temple ofithe JLpiiD, spms of which he carried to 
Antioch,. instead of\the tribute due from Jerusalem to 
Syri^.andsome.he sold by way of rne»cha.ndise to the 

- . Ohia$ f'the good high priest, whosn Jason ljtad cir- 
cttratentftl,' resided at this time at Antioch, and finding 
^fcatM'e&elmttthad done, reproved him for his wicked* 
ness, and .then toojc.refuge in a place of worship, where 
he thought he should be safe' from the effects . of his 
jr*ge.i.:But Menelaus prevailed on Andronicus 10 assist 
&frj£ruel purposes, and by his means procured the death 
of Onias. Hot. only :the Jews, but tlie surrounding nar 
♦tions* ^pressed grief and indignation for the murdes of 

* 2 Mace, i v. ^ , . + Ibid. 34. 
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this worthy man : even the garage heart of Antiochos 
felt compassion, and his eyes dropt tears of pity and re- 
gret for the good Onias, who by his sober and modest 
deportment had engaged the esteem and veneration of 
the very heathens. The anger of the king was kindled 
against Andronicus for abusing the power he had put 
into his hand, and as soon as he returned, he command- 
ed him to be stripped of the robes of royalty with which 
he had been arrayed as his vicegerent, and led through 
the city, to the very place where he had caused the im- 
pious murder to be committed; here he was put to 
death as hi$ cruelty deserved. 

In such a state of affairs, so- pious a man as Onias 
could not have been happy in the high priest's office :" 
and we have reason to suppose, that the malice of his 
enemies proved the instrument of removing him from 
a state of grief and anxiety, to a world of everlasting 
happiness. 

Antiochus having been, ever since the return of 
Apollonius from the Egyptian court, preparing for a 
war, he resolved to wait no longer, but instead of ex- 
pecting it in his own territories, determined to Carry it 
into thdse of the enemy. He therefore 'marched his 
forces towards the frontiers of Egypt, where being met 
by the forces of Ptolemy, a battle ensued, in which An* 
tiochus obtained the victory ; and i mprove d his aaVan* 
tage to the utmost, by fortifying that border of his do- 
minions, and retired with his army to Tyre for the 
winter. 

Lysimachus* had been assistant to Menelaut in rtfow 
btng the Temple ; therefore, as he was present in Jerut* 
salem, the rage of the people for these sacrilegious- act* 
leM upon him; which occasioned m insurrection in 

* 2 Mace. iv. 44. ' 
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that city, wherein multitudes on the part of Lysimachus 
were slain, and he himself perished. 

Three delegates were sent from the Sanhedrim, or 
senate of the Jews, to complain of Menelaus, who ob- 
tained sentence against him ; but Menelaus bribed Pto- 
leiny Macron, the son of Dorywienes, to persuade the 
king to revoke it, Ptolemy Macron had formerly fceen 
. governor of Cyprus for Ptolemy Phflometer, but having 
been disgusted with the ministry on some account, he 
went over to Antiochus, and deliyered the island of 
Cyprus into his hand ; on which he was received among 
the number of his friends. Antiochus prepared in the 
winter for a second expedition into Egypt ; he was so 
successful, that he could have destroyed the whole 
army, but he stopped the slaughter his troops would 
have made; which so endeared him to the Egyptians, 
that all parts of the eouritry submitted to him except 
Alexandria, Ptolemy Philometer was either taken or 
voluntarily surrendered himself to Antiochup, w]io en- 
tertained him seemingly in a friendly manaer, but with 
interested views. After this they had but one table, 
and lived together with apparent friendship though 
each harboured secret jealousies, and deceived the 
pther. 

The prophet also predicted, that' Antiochus xwuldpol- 
late the Sanctuary of Strength. This prediction 
was fulfilled in the following manner. 

A false* rumour was spread in Judea^tba^ Antiqehu* 
was dead : Jason took advantage of this, and with the. 
hope of reinstating himself in the liigh priest's joflice, 
he collected together a thousand men, made anaspauM 
upon Jerusalem, and at length tonL thecity; eft whkh 
Menelaus fled into the castle, Jason slaughtered gteat 

* % Mao*, v. 5. 
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numbers of his fellow citizens who resisted him, but 
was at last driven away, and fled into the land of the 
Ammonites ; but being detested by all men for" hi* 
abominable'practices, he was pursued from city to city, 
and at last perished in a strange country, " where he 
was cast out unburied, had none to mourn for him, no 
solemn funeral, nor sepulchre with his fathers." 

Antiochus, hearing an imperfect account of this 
transaction, supposed that the Jews had revolted from 
his government ; he therefore; as we are "told- in the 
Books of the Maccabees, w after he had smitten Egypt^ 
returned again, and went up against Israel dnd Jerusa- 
lem with a great multitude ; and* commanded, his men 
of war not to spare such as they met, and to slay such 
as went up irpon the houses , afnd fehes£ cruef orders 
weresxfccuted. Yet Aritiochus was not content With 
tfcis, bift presumed to £0 into the Temple j'awientered 
proudly Into the Sanctuary, and took away the golden 
altar; and the candlestick of light, and all the vessels 
thereof; arid the tdble of the shew-bread, arid the 
pouring vessel, and the viafs, and' the trensers of gold, 
knd the cr4wns| and the golden ornaments that were 
before the Temple, all which he pulled off. He tool 
also the silver and the gold, and the precious vessels : 
Also he took the hidden treasures which he found. And 
when he had taken all away, he went into his own 
land, having made a great massacre, and spoken very 
pfroudly. - Therefore there was great mourning hr Is- 
rael. So when Antiochus had carried out of the Tem- 
ple a' thousand and eight hundred talents, he departed 
in all'haste unto Aritioch, thinking In his pride to make 
the land navigable, and the sea passable by foot : such 
was the haughtiness of his mind." 

* 

* 2 Mace*. 10. 
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He then left governors to afflict the nation : in Je* 
x»usalem, r PhUip» a;Phrygian,a man more barbarous than 
himself ; and at. Gezerim, Andronieus. Menelaus was 
continued jiigh priest, who wa&even worse than these, 
fcafing a malicious mind against his countrymen 'the 
Jews. 

, The people of Alexandria, seeing Phfldraeter in the 
JiandaofAntioGhus, regarded him as Tost to tjiem; and 
seated his younger brother* who had on this occasion 
the name of Ptolemy Evergetes the second, on the 
throne: he is chiefly known in history by that of 
yhyscon. Antiochus, who had advice 'of what was 
transacting^ under pretence of restoring the dethroned 
monarch* returned a third time tq Egyp£, and endea* 
poured, to. make himself absolute master of the king- 
dom^ He; made great progress in his attempt,, and the 
young king, Ptofemy PHysc^f assembled his council to 
concert proper measures, when they- resolved to seek for 
a reconciliation with Antiochus, through the mediation 
of the Grecian ambassadors. They then made "over* 
tures of .peace to Antiochus; who promised : to . make 
preparations for a solemn treaty. In this extremity* 
Ptolemy Physcon, and Cleopatra has sister, sent ambas* 
sadors imploring the aid of ithe-ftqniahs, who agreed to 
protect them,* and sent an r embassy into Egypt. Am* 
baasadorshad akfrbeen sent from Kfoodesto accommo- 
date the difference :' but Ahtiobmb dissembled with 
them, and pretended gre.ataflectiofl'for Ptolemy Philo-* 
meter *, -however this prmcfe begat* W- see through his 
artifice,' and sfehttdtote bwttiet; ttaMfhe wished to come 
ttT ah accdmtttoAitiOn ; which > was : completed by the 
mediation of Cleopatra, on condition that the two too* 
titers should reign -jbirillyj so &gypt<was restored &> it* 
former tranquillity. 

Thelhstarit that Antiochus heard the brothers were 
"• * " reconciled, 
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reconciled, he resolved to employ his whole fdree against 
them, and proceeded to hostilities; but when the Ro- 
tnan ainbassadore arrived, hewftsstopt in hi* career, 
and was compelled to put An end to die war. 

Anfewchaa, at hai return from Egypt, exasperated t* 
see himself forcibly dispossessed by the Romans dfa 
ceswa, which he looted upon already as his own, made 
the Jews, thoegh they had not offended him in sjty 
manner* feel the whole weight of his wrath* 

la order to effect this barbarous purpose* Antiochtt 
dispatched * Apollo iti as, the collector of hfc tribaw, W 
Jerusalem with a thousand men, who concealed his 
designs^ and by plausible pretences gained th& c«d* 
denoeof the people, who bad no sduqricion of their k**> 
tile intentions ; foot, as soew as the sabbath day arrived* 
Apollonian} tfitcar off the asssk, and, falling apon dw 
Jews whilst they were engaged in pahftk wowWp^sk* 
great muititade*; and when he had taken the spoils of 
tiie city he set it on fire, and palled downnhe hoaseS 
and walk en every side: but took the women and chi- 
dnen captives, and carried away the cattle* The Sy* 
nans then built af eastle or Jbrtnts* on a high WH in the 
city of Dftwid, over against the Temple, to overlook aad 
aanoy -them ; and agatriccn? was placed in hv when* 
they laid tip the epeak of Jerusalem. " Thus f they 
shed uMaecant blood on ertsry sideof thesamdsnugr,*wi 
defiled it. inasmuch that the inhabitants a£ Jerusalem 
fowl because tffchftm; fwhoreup^ thedtyiwafctnajaean 
habitation of atrangesst and becan&e strange, to these 
that were bom, ra her, and her own children left her: 
her sanctuary was laid waste like awiMtavnesaJher feasw 
were turned into rae*irning,her sttbWfchs kit^ reproach* 
faschOneur tnte contempt, Aabadbeeiaher gfcry,** 

* I'tfacc. i. 20. i h»*. rt. 
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waji her dishonour Increased, and her excellency wa* 
turned into mourning." 

Antiochus * next issued out a decree that all his do- 
minions should be of one religion, chiefly designing t$ 
distress the Jews* He forbad all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices in the Temple of the Gob of Israel; com- 
mended that the sabbaths should be profaned, die sanc- 
tuary polluted, unclean things eaten, and every means 
taken to make the people forget the law, and change 
the ordinances of the Loan ; and whosoever would not 
conform to the king's command was to be put todeath. 
In order that this edict might be punctually obeyed, 
* Antiochus sent officers into all the provinces of his 
lungdjHP, to see it put in execution, and instruct the 
people in the ceremonies and customs to which they 
w^re to conform. 

No people f seemed more eager to comply with the 
orders of the king than the Saroaritaiis. They presented 
a petition to him, in which th^y declared themselves 
not to be Jews ; and desired that the temple, buik on 
mount Gerizim, might be dedicated to the Grecian Ju- 
piter, which was accordingly done. And not only the 
Samaritans, but many Jews, some through fear, and 
some through ambition, apostatised, and Uecame perse- 
cutors of their brethren. 

The officer, whom Antiochus sent into Judea and 
Samaria to see his decree put in execution, was called 
Athenacus, a man advanced in years, and well acquaint- 
ed with the ceremonies of the Grecian idolatry. The 
holy Temple of the Lord Jehovah J was by this pro- 
fane wretch dedicated to Jupiter Olympus, whose imago 
was erected on the altar in the inner court of the Tem- 
ple ; and just before the image they built another akar, 
on which they sacrificed to him. Thus x»as the daily 
. * 1 Mac*, i. 41, f Josepfcus. J2 Mace. vi. 2, 
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sacrifice taken atvay, and the Abomination of JD'esola- 
tion placed in the Sanctuary, as the prophet had 
foretold. It was truly the abomination of desolation, for 
it was abominable to God, and tb all his faithful peo- 
ple : and it was the occasion of sxxchdesolation as strikes 
ene with horror to read of. The Jews Mere also com- 
pelled to go in procession once a month, and carry 
branches of ivy in honour of Bacchus, the god of drunk- 
enness ; idol altars were erected in every city" of Ju- 
dah, and incense burnt on them. Wherever any books 
of the law of Moses were found they were* torn to piece* 
and burnt ; and on the day on which they first sacri- 
ficed to Jupiter on the Altar of the Lord, they caused 
die most horrid cruelties to be exercised on • those wiio 
adhered to the Jewish religion. Two women in parti- 
cular, who had circumcised their children, were led 
about the streets with their strangled babes hanging at 
their necks, and then~ thrown headlong from a high wall ;' 
bthers, who had hid themselves in a cave to keep the 
sabbath-day, were all burnt together. . 

• * 

SECTION V. 

THE HISTORY OF MATTATHIAS. 

When the prophet Daniel foretold the dreadful per- 
secution by Antiochus Epiphanes, he also predicted, 
that the people xvho kneiv their God should be strong to • 
do exploits, and that they should be holpen tvith little help* 
And it pleased the Lord to send them deliverance by , 
means of Mattathias, a priest, who dwelt in Modin. 
This pious person had five sons ; Joannan, surnamed 
Caddis ; Simon, called Thassi ; Judas, called Macca- 
beus ; Eleazer, called Avaran ; a^d Jonathan, whose " 
surname was Apphus. 

" When Mattathias*, saw the blasphemies that were 

• * 1 Mace. *. 6. * 
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committed in Judah and Jerusalem, he said, Wo is me, 
wherefore was I born to see this misery of my people, 
and of the holy city, and to dwell there, when it was de- 
livered into the hand of the enemy, and the sanctuary 
into the hand of strangers ? Her Temple is become as 
a man without glory. Her glorious vessels* are carried 
away into captivity, her infants are slain in the streets, 
her young men with the sword of the enemy. What 
nation hath not had a part in her kingdom, and gotten 
of her spoils; and behold, our sanctuary, even our beauty 
and our glory, is, laid waste, and the Cxentiles have pro- 
faned it. To what end therefore shall we live any 
longer? Then Mattathias and his sons rent their clothes, 
and put on sackcloth, and mourned very sore." 
* How beautiful and pathetic was this lamentation of 
Mattathias for the miseries of Israel, and the desolation 
of the Holy .City 1 Life was no longer valuable to him, 
now that the heathen were come into the Lord's inhe- 
ritance, and had defiled the holy Temple ; and he re- 
solved to die rather than to fall away from the religion 
of his fathers. 

" When the king's officers arrived at Modin, they 
endeavoured to prevail on Mattathias, by gentle per- 
suasions, and promises of honours and rewards, to com^ 
ply with the king's commands. But Mattathias an- 
swered, and spake with a loud voice, Though all the 
nations that are under the king's dominion obey him, 
" and fall away every one from the religion of their fa- 
thers, and give consent to his commandments ; yet will 
I, and my sons, and my brethren, walk in the covenant 
of our fathers. God forbid that we should forsake the 
law, and the ordinances : we will not hearken to the 
king's words, to go from our religion, either on the 
right hand or on the left." 

Just* as he had declared this pious resolution, one of 

• 1 Mace, ii. 15—23. 
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tfie Jewish priests advanced to sacrifice on the idol altar, 
which was erected in that city ; on which Mattathias, 
fired with holy indignation for the honour of tfce Lord, 
slew him in the impious act. He killed also the king** 
commissioner who compelled men to sacrifice, and caus- 
ed the altar to be pulled down. u Then * Mattathias 1 
cried throughout the city with a loud voice, saying, 
-Whosoever is zealous of the law, and maintaineth the 
covenant, let him follow me. So he and his sons left 
all that they had in the city, and fled into the moun- 
tains ; and they were followed by a great number of 
the Jews, who took their families, and their cattle, and 
hid themselves in the wilderness." 

When the king's army were informed of their 0ight, 
they resolved to pursue them, and attacked them on the 
sabbath-day. The Jews made np resistance, upon which 
a thousand of them were slain. Mattathias and his 
friends were greatly afflicted for the loss of them, and at 
first approved their zeal ; but when Mattathias reflected, 
that they had no right to expect the particular interpo- 
sition of Providence on the sabbath-day any more than 
on any other day, without an express psomise of assist- 
ance from the Lord, he concluded, that the lain did 
not require them to be inactive in their own defence ; 
for this reason he decreed, that if the enemy assaulted 
them on the sabbath, they should in future endeavour 
to repel them. And this decree was afterwards ratified 
and confirmed, by the consent of all the priests and 
leaders, to be a rule in their following wars. 

While Mattathias f continued in the mountains, many 
of the Jews were encouraged to resort to him*; amongst 
the rest came some of the Assideans, These were a sect 
amongst the :Jews who were called Chasidim> or the Pioiis c 

< » 
• t Mace. ii. 27. f 1 Mace. ii. 4f . 
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IkJbf were not only zealous for the law, but of may 
other constitutions, traditions, and forms of mortifica- 
tion, beyond what the law required* Those who con- 
tented themselves with what- was. written in the law 
were called Zadkhin, or the righteous* 

Mattathias and his friends went round about tha 
towns and villages, pulled ddwn the altars, J circumcised 
the children, put their enemies to flight, and recovered 
several copies of the Jewish law. 

Afatiochus being informed that his decrees were not 
§0 iirfplicitly obeyed in Judeaas in other nations, wenjt 
thither in person to see them put in execution* He 
then exercised the most horrid cruelties over all such 
Jews as refused to abjure their religion, . in order to 
force the rest, by the dread of the like iidyyiftn treat* 
meht, to comply with what was required of them. 
There is a very affecting account of some of these mar- 
tyrdoms in the book of Maccabees*. 

Shortly after died the good Mattathias. f"And when 
the time drew near that he should die, he said unto hit 
sons, Now hath pride and rebuke gotten strength, and 
the time of destruction, and the wrath of- indignation. 
Now therefore, my sons, be ye zealous for the law, and 
give your lives - for the covenant of our fathers* Call 
to rememberance what acts our fathers did in their 
time, so -shall ye receive great honour, and an everlast- 
ing name* Was not Abraham found faithful in temp- 
tation, and it. was imputed unto him for righteousness ? 
Joseph in the time of his distress kept the command- 
ment, and was piade lord of Egypt. Phmeas, our fa- 
ther, being zealous and servant, obtained the covenant 
of an everlasting priesthood. Joshua for fulfilling the 
word was made a judge in Israel. Caleb, for bearing 
witness before the congregation, received the heritage 

* 2 Mace, r'u vii. f 1 Mace. ii. 49. 
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of the land. David, tor being merciful, possessed the 
throne bf an everlasting' kingdom. Elias, for being zeal- - 
'dtts'an&'fcerVantfor the .law, was, tajieri up into heaven, 
Aitiniafe/ A zarias, and Mishapl,by 'believing. wejre saved 
6ut of the flame. * Daniel/ for nis ihnocency, was deli- 
vered from the mouth of tlje lions. And uu*s coasi- 
Jler ye throughout all 'ages, . that none that ^t their 
trust in hTra shall be .overcome. Teat not th^n the .wpnfe 
of a sinful man 1 ; for his glory shall be dung and worms* 
To-day he shall J>e Jifted up, and to-morrow he t t s^all 
not be fdundi tiecau6e'heisrpturne4^nt6-his dust, arid 
nfethought is f bome ib nothing. ' Wherefore ye my sobs, 
beValiant,'andshew ydtiraelves men in the behalf of 
th^'few; , f6r by it you shall obtain glory.. And behold, 
rkridw'thdt yodr brother Simon is a man of counsel ; 
givd eaf unto" Him alway: he shall be a father unto 
ydu/' As fWJiidas Maccabeus, he hath been mighty, 
aM strong, eVetifrom his youth tip':' let, -htm '.tie your 
captain, and fight the battle of the people. Take also 
mrtoybu all those that observe the law, arid avenge ye 
the Wrong of your people. JRecompence fully the hea- 
then, and take heed to the commandments of the law. 
So ro? blessed them, and Was gathered to his* fathers, 
And he died in the hundred forty and' sixth 'year, and 
his sons buried him in the sepulcnr£ 6f his" %tners, at' 
Modini and all Israel made great! lamentation for him." 
- : Froni -this pious- exhortation we may team the true 
use of Sciiii*TUttE History. We ibid, that Mattathjas 
formed his own character by ^studying th$ examples of 
holy men which are Tecorttedin the safcf&d/ volume.' 
Let us ImHaWhim inV&fc particular, ana* our ] life will, 
like his,' be Honourable; tthd bur ieath'happy. •' ' ! 

• WeB might Israel lament 'for tnelods of such a pro- 
tector!' but Jtfdas^ WhoYn he ; appointed general, inhe- 
rited his father's magnanimous spirit, 'and performed 

many 
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May .noHe-esploitsj soim»o£ which w« , aboil relate j 
but must first observe, that Antiochus .went to a ^riace 
flailed^Dflpb&e»«ii aider to be present at die celebration 
of some gaaaes which he had instituted; during' the 
whole time hebehaved agreeably to<the< character given 
of him byDo^li^A^Miv^ikm fym f ^phn peiwmi and 
did so many mad act^isy bimiw;anlmrltdte nira*w»iOi 
speqtatprs, that he/became the laughing-stock of. them 
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- The "torsto** dF"'jrtn>AS maccabeu$ and his 

\ ^m bqoks oC'tbe $£ttcaheto inform its, tbatas eooa 
as ^aftathiasw^s buried; Judas, his son (calUdMac- 
cabeus)^rose.up inhisstead. .« And* allots brethren 
helped him, and so did all. they that held with his fa- 
ther; a?4 they fpugbt with cheerfulness the battle of 
I#rae,l. m go he gat his people ggeat honour* and put on 
a breast-plate as a giant, and girt his warlike harness 
about him, and he.mafta battles, protectjngthe host with 
his sword. In bis acts he was like a lion; and like a 
lion's whelp roaring for his prey. For he pursued the 
wicked, and sought them out, and burnt up those that 
vested hi^.people. Wherefore the wicked shrunk foT 
fear:,ofhim, aniallthe workers of iniquity were trou- 
bjed^ beca,u^e salvation prospered in his hand. He 
grieved also many kings, and made Jacob glad with his 
acts* and his. memorial is blessed for ever. Moreover, 
he ,wemv through the cities of Judah destroying the 
ungodly out of them, and turning away wrath from 
Ifrae), , . ; So, t|iat he was renowned unto the utmost part 

. i . . . * l Mace, iiu 
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*f (he tartfe, and he faceted uato him such *m 

ready ,ta perish." . - . . 

Aatftfehua+biiag exceedmgry enraged at &e success 
•of J«dte4gaihal Mi genferak, assembled all the forces 
ofthekttgtbfo; coatrafaftdiag than to be in ti o nstaai 
readiness^ en&jptwriMdbeadi of them a year's pay in 
advance ; bat this he cmM net perform, though he had 
acquired great wealth* for he had exhausted h» trea- 
sures by foolish expences and profuse presents to parti* 
cular persons; in whicMie verified the prophet's pre- 
diction, that he shouktsdattfr the prey and spoil of riches. 
Besides the difficulties to which the want of money re- 
duced him, others arose, according to Daniel's prophe- 
cy, from the tidings tokich came to him out of the east 
**d worth ;- for northwardthe king of Armenia rebelled 
against him ; and Persia, which lay eastward, dtconti- 
nuedtopay him tribute. In tftery part of bm domi- 
nions till was confusion, owing to his new edict; by 
irhich the tatient customs of so many nations were 
abolished, and those of the Greeks established in- their 

r 

room* 

Inf this emetgene^* Antiocfms resolved to go him- 
self into Persia; and teave die care of hfft kingdom and 
infant son to Lysias,a nobleman of the royal family; 
to whom he gave particular orders to root the Jews out 
of their land, and«ettle strangers in every quarter. As 
soon as Antiochutf was gone, Lysias, With fcroel dihV 
gence, endeavoured to execute die king's orders: he 
called to his assistance Ptolemy Macron, Nkfcnor, and 
Gorgias, three mighty generals, whose forces, united 
to his o#n, composed dn army of forty thousand foot 
and seven thousand horse, besides one thousand mer- 
chants, who attended With the -expectation of buying 

* 1 Maoc. u». 27. . f • I Macc.iii. 31. 
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Jewish prisoners forskre*. Judas and las brethren re- 
solved to make a vigorous defence, but their first care 
vw to secure the aid of the Loan; they therefore as~ 
sembJed the whole cengregatien, and devote d the day 
to toting and ptayer* After this solemnity was ended, 
Jedas marahalled them for battle, saying, w * Ann 
y oyrsel ves, and be valiant men, and see that ye be ia 
readiness against die morning, thai ye may %ht with 
these nations that are assembled together against us, to 
destroy t* and our sanctuary. Per it is better fer us to 
die in battle then to behold the calamities of oar peo- 
ple, and our sanctuary. Nevertheless, as the wiH of 
God is in heaven, so lethim do.'* On whieh they re- 
eolred to la^thetiiseftteein readiness* Judas hearing 
that Goj^ias intended to attack them in the night, re- 
moved, and came with thyee thousand men, poorer 
aimed, to the camp of the enemy, which was strong 
and we|l gnax^edi Thensaid Judas ^o his men, <4 Fear 
f ye not the multitude, neither be ye afraid of their 
assault. Remember how our fathers were delivered in 
the Bed Sea when Pharaoh pursued them with an array* 
New therefor e let us cry unte heaven, if peradventure 
the ItOKD will have mercy upon as, and remember the 
covenant of oar fethears, and destroy this host before 
our face this day: that so all the heathen may know 
that there is one who delivereth and eavetfa Israel." 
An i mated by this pious sp eech, the men of Israel fol- 
lowed their valiam leader; and, Jailing upon the hea- 
thens, made a great slaughter e and threw the camp 
into the utmost confusion ; they afterwards £ut Gorgias 
and his party to flight, and then plundered the camp, 
and returned laden with nth spoiL The next day, 
whicfr was the sabbath, they poured forth their grati- 
tude to the Loud hi humble praises and thanksgivings. 

* 1 Mace. in. 5S, tothe cod. f 1 Mace ly. 8—1!. 
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Juda«: a^.W* foUowets, encouraged byAeir late 
success, and *Uflh increased in strength by the nam" 
bees who now joined them, resolved So uppw? sU who 
combined agd^ttbefttfeAd soon obtamedenteniomble 
victory ,Qv^r Tiinqt^us ^4 Bacchide*, twb of Antio- 
cfiu&'s genett^J^, wha. brought* a, great ariny .against 
Up^m K pC whid* were, slain tosepty thousand men; and 
t^; Jews gained great nc>es\;he*ides. awns, and many 
np$ esftajrie$ for carrying on the war *. . >' 

J##a^, hearing Of :thei>ad success oftheJringfe army 
inj§*dea,,and of the losses they hMBuatainerifwlB moch 
en^aficassgd; ;bjut^ knowing that Antiochus iwas^ieso- 
lately, ^ent^ to destroy fixe Jews,J)ecraadegreat<prepa« 
ratigns for anpthet expedition Againtt them, and marcl* 
ed-ipfp Jadea vith An army of sixty thousand foot, and 
fi^.ti^usand h^rae, aresblving to extirpate all the in- 
hahitonts of ,the,coun^ry k «* When >f Judas, saw this 
mighty 1 army encamped at Bethsnra; he prayed, . and 
sajd/Pte^dartihot^Q SAvaajnti -of Israel, who didst 
qi^eH the /nojeoc^of the mighty, man by the hand of 
thy seryani, D^vid, add gav^est the host of stranger* into 
the'&and* of Jonathan/ the son of &uil* and. his armour- 
bearer, shut ,up thia 9jtmy in •, *thei hand of '.thy people 
Israel* ,andultit them be confounded, in their; pow£r. and 
hay&ej#en«, Make them to'be of no bourage, and cause, 
the.feohlaefte of their, strength to. fall away, and let 
thepx quata at their destruction. < Casf them down with 
the ; «word of them that loVethee, andletaH those that 
know thy namepraisfe tbe^.wjth thanksgiving." After 
thJs-pipHa'pray^th^ &*§*&& with the enemy, though 
the, whole troy awoated: to.no more than ten* tfeofe- 
ean4^nen ; ( by the aid of the tLonn they gained the 
victory* $lew five thousand of t^.adyersaryj andiput 
the rest, to %^t, I^fwa$ retired to Aatioch, purposing 

* $ JHacc. Tiii. 30. : f 1 Mace iv. 30—34. 
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to return with a still greater %ce. Jndas ana .ois.com-, 
pamr went to mount Sion, ♦* And* when they paw the v 

JE ',* < ; ' | ) i i ' ' .■'»•>• '•''".■ •.*.€> > > ' ■ '* • ' - ' - • 

Sanctuary jdesolate, and the altar profaned,. and .the 
gatesWrrit vip , v and. shrubs gjowing in the courts, a* 
in a forest, or in one of the mountains, yea, and the 
priests' chambers pulled down, they then rent their; 
cloth^, and made great lamentation^ and east ashes 
upon tneir heads^and fell down flat to the ground upon.; 

* their faces.. aiidb(lew an alarm witfc the trumpets, apd, 
cried towards neayen. ,> ( ' Judas then appointed pereops r 
to cleanse the sanctuary ; they set all parts of divine, 
worship in order, and offered sacrifice! according to thfe 
law. . Thus, wa* the Temple-worship restored v exac^y 
fliatday three years, oh which it had bee* profeaed* 
By The- heathens. . ., 

.»" Ifetit'ttiough the Jews had recovered the Temple, they, 
were greatly annoyed as they went thither to worship, 
by a garrison which Apollonius had built -on mount 
Acre; Judas thereftn-e fortified a part of mount Sion, 
ty£ec#jt$ ^e prj&te' aodpeopk froni the Jrequentat-r 
tacks of their, enemies f.; i ;^r» / -. > h,4 

Whilst these things were transacting, Antiochus was 
i*»P^a^feryJngthe tribute J ,y but he fled biftof that 

. COtlhtry wife f dishon6ur; for, attempting W plunder a 
heoheriteniple, in which there were great -riches, ther 
people *>f> tii e couhti^kssembted and drove Tarn awfeyi 1 
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fifth ^% Wani^e^ frantTcwTth rage and disappointment % 
bfet M : rfesa^td T hasten tcf JferusaitettiiW tbreafeh£# 
to hi»kfc ttot efty Vg&ve for the Jews, where hewbtildf 
Irtiry r the wh6fe Aaitrok lx WniKtf he wis : ^rejArfiig ' t^ 

» 

r * \ Mace. jr. 38—41. f Ibid. 60, 61. ^Vmscc ix. 
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ekecute this horrid purpose, he wa| struck with an_in- 
curable disease in the midst of his journey ; but he was 
determined that nothing should stop him, and ordered 
Ike drive* of his chariot to redouble his speed, by which 
die carriage was overturited, and Antiochus so miser- 
ably bruised, that he was obliged to be ponfined to his 
bed in a Httle town on the road. Here he was tor- 
mented with the most excruciating puns, apd all the; 
honors of conscious wfekedness, and in a short time 
died. Thus, according to th$ prediction of the pro- 
fhet?,a$ fe wa* going jbrtkivith great Jury, to destroy* 
induttertytomakawaytnQnyyhe cam to his endmth 

itPffeff tOmttp nZHU 

How dHferent*was die latter end of «** !i£ *£ ^m 
JJT^t, t3 fct cf the good Mattathias ? Wf may W^ 
perceive the justice of Godl taking exejnplary vetygg~ 
ance on so notorious a sinner. 

SECTION vn; 

BXIGN OF ANTIOCHCfc EOTAttOlU 

•s. 

Aotjochus Epiphanes was succeeded by his +om 
Antfochus; this prince was very young, and bis After 
before his death recommended the care of hfcn.ty 



pointed regent pf the kingdom during bis son^s jpino* 
rit*: but when Philip came to Antiociwh^^andWi 
office filled by X7»t~> ^w, «r *oon as He heard of tbt 
fcfog»« death, took the young prince then wider Wf 
tuition, and placed him on the throne, giving him the 
mamt of Antwchus Eupator. Philip finding himself too 
ireak to contend with Ljjiias, fled to Egypt ; butwaf 

♦ Dan. xi. 45# , t Msec. vi. 14. 
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disappointed tit his hopes of getting help from* thence, 
as that kingdom was in the utmost confusion, occasioned 
by the disputes betweeti Ptolemy Fhilometer, and his 
brother Fhyscori ; who were of such opposite disposi- 
tions, that it w&i&possible harmony should long sub-, 
sist between them. Philip, not meeting with success, 
returned into Syria, and seized upon Antioch. At this 
time Ptolemy Macron*, from being an enemy to the 
Jews, became their friend, on which he was catted* 
traitor by the Syrians ; and indeed deservedly, because 
he had treacherously delivered die island of Cyprus, of 
which he had been appointed governor by Ptolemy Phi* 
lometer, to Antiochus Bpiphdpes. Ptolemy Macron 
was deprived of his government, and Lysias appointed 
in his room : when the formefr found he had not the 
means of living ad he had been accustomed - to do, he 
came td fee desperate resolution of poisoning himself. 

In the mean time Judas Maccabeus marched out with 
his forces, to chastise the neighbouring nations, who 
were confederated to cut off the Jews ; and gained se- 
veral memorable victories, particularly over the Edo- 
mites f, who with Gorgias, the Syrian general, in 
conjunction, opposed hiaVWfoh an army consisting of 
twenty thousand men, who were all put to the sword. 
Judas had likewise great success against the Ammo- 
nites, who had exercised many cruelties towards the 

¥ 2 Mace. x. 13. 

f The Idua>ea> or Bdom, mentioned above, was a part of the 
hind of Israel, formerly belonging to the inheritance of the tribes of 
Judah nag Simeon, which the Bdomites, who were driven out of 
their own coimtrj, had taken possession of during the Babylonian 
captivity. After their coming into this country, Hebron,, which 
bad formerly been the metropolis of Judah,, became, the metropo* 
lis of the. Idumeans, 
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Jfjtt*, *»& al$o db«ua#d a K&nonftfe victory .over TU 
nttk^*gjpbft .was governor in the lapd of the Am* 
raouit^j^^aiu^whpm Judas so wc^iderfully defeated 
tw0$e*& feefcre. :. In itbffl, battle fetf, ; of Tioiqiheus's 
anuy # tw$$ty: .thousand five hundred foot, and six hun- 
dipdLhfliraeiwgtt: Timotfeeus fl^ed taXrajtexa,, inhere he 
w^,slai|i ; /»nd Clprgtfi, Ws brpthej-, whp was governor 
of tije $2a<tf, .and ^poflophflpes, another leader of the 

anny> shared $he *tme fta. t .... 4l -,.._ 
.TJU^^.h^atb^n actions that Iked, about the land of 

, Gi^ad, hiring of &eir defeat, resjplved to attempt the 
clej^niction^f ,all the Jews in those partecThe | inha- 
bititpfe of Tyre, ^«Jon f Ptoletnais, and other places, de- 

v te0sg#£4,0* the sanp$ time to cut off the Jews of Gali- 
leSi? fru$ jt|$ Jews all wrot$ to Judasfor aid^and through 
th$piercv< of Gcin they were delivered from the danger 
whijBh,tbwtene4 them. .Judas §± by the advice of the 
S^^dj-i^r,' gr great pQtfncil* had divided hjs army into 
th&£.i>a^tft:**tth con^tingof eight thousand men; 
wii&tfce jfarthe and his broker; Jonathan relieved the 
Gife&rtites, ; and with tke &oofd j$u»*b another of hi» 
brothers, assisted the GlahJeans; and the, third were left 
at Jerusalem under ibe ^copnn^apdof Joseph, and Aza- 
na?>.fcw,o PP»cqpal leauers, for ,the deface, pf that city 
and. adjacent country. The two parties who. went forth 
on expeditions* returpe4 witfch^apur and triunjpfc ; for 
they happily delivered many of their brethren who were 
shut up in prison in different cities, in order 'to be all 
massacred in one day; put the enemy, tafiight where- 
*cver they went, and slew an astonishing nuinber of 
them. Simon || then collected together all those he3iad 
rescued from their foes, and carried them with him into 

* 3Mi«vx.2*. f 1 Mace. v. 9. J Ibid. 15, 

$ 1 Mace. v. 16. - || IMd. 21 ," 
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the laaclof Jcdea^a«d thfey were *♦ d&ptfrsfed*; a*<?t«^ 
nsupeopU the places jdudrfcadfbeen desolated *byH An- ■•* 
taodKUSfEpipfcanesi •••«. '• r- >■ , <'.-. t>L - ,- M . 

Joseph*and Azarias hefting? of Htenotte exploits^ 
performed by Judas jmd Jonathan, being ambitious of 
fa«*coirtr»ry tpthe*^ them 

hy, Judis afihwdeportiyse, tkoy led forth thei? force^ r 
oa a»^l -] f >f oj ected««yyiit^a against Jamitfo, a*se£ port: 
otitbe Mediterr4n«^>but GefgMuj&filiiig' upon the*** 
wifafcle. amy; star about /law© tfaiousoad ooi€ai. Thus 
tiiis rash attempt ended in the confusion of those, wha 
wHteiftto*; fe; *Jml Judas and his brethren were ho- 
rtD**ed*tf disowned in the sight of all Israel, and eyea r 
atn^ftgftlth^ heftl^o^n i < . . .*: 

-P^x^i^^l^Moa of Sdkvwma Philopater, hearing 
of the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, and the succession; * 
of Eupatar his .son to- the throne of Syria, applied to the 
zmtitfot assistance in regaining the kingdom *>f Syria, - 
wfe^ properly belonged to c him; bwt they> consulting. 
Aetin^er^.-gf Home,resoived to *upp*nt< the claim of 
Eupator, a^d^efe* t&ree aflabassadorainto Syria* to settle . 
his'aflWr%*a4 regulate, them.aecording to th£ ^article*,* 
ofpeacew&cb bad; been' made with his grandfather/ 
Antiochus the Great* . it . - . ;: •*. 

Lysiasf enrage. d at the great snccessiof Judas and his r 
breihreri, c#Ue«^diiiajuTOy, c^fet^^ 
aajifl n^>wij&?allto^^ * 

e^b^^/ar^nT^^ed.wit^t^g^tpCwv'er to invade 
Jytdt** Hef^o^an^Qn^ar w*A : $hfcsieg|5*>JF Bethsura; 
butJu'da^ /falling \ipon hisn, alfewoS hi* fcrmy eleven .. 
thottsaj&d'fojotiatidrsix^^ put 

all the restto flight ; upoi^wHichrLgrsias* grown* weary - 
oCsounprojapetQuaa wax, came to terms of «peace with * 



* 1 Mo^ec. v. $6. 
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Judat; aftA Altfcdms t*^^tm&:gNHab$ tfcrf > 
Jew* lSmrtgUo hVe every where awarding to their emr. 
laws. In this a&nir the ambassadors from the ILeasamt 
were very smkeeWe to the Jews. 

But this peace #as aide of long continuance; ftr 
those wbogoveiiiedintheneighbettringpm^^ not 
being pleased whii it, hr<»ke it a* soon as Eystas wap 
gene to Antmch* and toekell opportunitte#e{ reneww 
ing their former hnstiliriss qgahtat the Jew*; bat Judae* 
overcame them, and they vterd soon obliged teeue £o* 



In the men time Thndtheus* having dravnt *B hi* 
farces together to the amount of one hundriea 1 m& 
twenty thousand foot, and two thousand five hundred 
bono, pitched his camp at e> piaee eaHed Rapnen* lying 
1»;<ke river Jabboc. ■ ■• 

Here Judas found him with his numerous amy, foH 
upon him, and haying gsiwsdthe victory, slew thirty 
thousand -men. Tbnotbeus, * as ho fled, was taken 
prisoner ? but on iris promise to set at liberty many 
Jews who v*ena captives In pieces under hia eemmaQd, 
ho was released: a groat part of the rem ainde r -of she 
vanquished army fled So Caraaim, whore Judas "Conti- 
nuing the pursuit, put numbers to the sword; and then 
gathering tegether oil the race of Israel that were in 
the land efGilead,he took them with him itf his re* 
turn to Judee, in order to do as Simon had dane the 
year before. Shortly after he returned at Jerusalem 
then he and all his company went up to the temple, 
and gave thtoks to Goo for the great sacoees which he 
had graciously given tfceih ; lor they had net lost one 
man, notwithstanding the dangmws enterprise* they 
had been engaged in. This return was about the time 

• 9 Mace. xii. 24, 35. 
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important victories*., y •' l •* •• " : • ' 

At length AutiocJiusjjWQhed to Jer uttden^ in o«kr, 
to besiege the sanctywy* . The JewMnade* Talent re- 
fiutajw^^butwere^ Uie point of #^wittp& wb£!* 
they wer$, jn^pt j£Q»id^ti*% jrelissrecL Rwr &y*af 
having received an account that Philip whsn> Antio- 
chiis Epiphanes had appointed guardian of his son, ^was 
arrived, andbad-j^enpossessjonof Antioch,a$d^ere 
assvuned r tfogoyernment of the Syrian' empire*, .jbujui 
it necessary to make pease with the. Jews, that h$, might, 
be , at liberty to return to Antioch ; and accordingly 
peace being granted to them on? very advastageon* 
terms, and sworn to by Antiocbus, he was Remitted 
within the fortificatipns pf the sanctuary; bui^wfe&l 
be saw how strong they were, he pawed tb?rq, wtffaff* 
to bis treaty > to be demolished, and returned , tm&fy. 
Syria, 

Menelau& J the high^riest, in expectation of reco- 
vering his office, and being made governor of Jftdea, 
attended this expedifiop, and was very officious mgrnnrt 
his own people ; but Lysias, finfUgg the war was r so un- • 
prosperous* accused this wrench to the. king, is the 
original author of it ; and he was condemned !»■ be 
cast headlong into a tower of ashes, where he miserably 
perished. On |[his death the office of high priest was 
granted t$ Alcimijs, a man altogether as* wicked as * 
Menelaq*i -. 

On the Ring's r^Uura to Ati&wfty Philip was .driven 
t&ence and suppressed. It hs*beea before Mentioned 
that ainhfKwadary hpflhflffr W& fiwn Berne to xegukte 
the afffas qf Syria ; tjhewe ipitfb WMidort finding that the 
king had more sfc^ a|i4 etef^ aU 

* l Mace. vi. 57. f Ibid. 62. $ 2 Mace. xiii. 3—8. 
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lowed, caused the supernumerary ships' to be bittrfit:,' stotf 
the elephants to be alain. This measure b&astotoed 1 
great discontent amongst the people, and a man called 
Lepdnes,being^articT3larI/exa^rated, murdered one' 
of the ambassadors whilst he was'bafhing. An eitfrassj 
was immediately dispatched to Rome td >icri& the 
king, but tile senate dismissed them with silent 1 *ndl£- 

nation. *•_,♦-. 

Demetrius, the wn of 'Seflencus, availed liimself of 
this opportunity/ landed in Syria*, obtained ihe king- 
dom and caused Antiochus* to be put to death: 

Alcimus, who- had been ' appointed high priest, 'wag ' 
rejected by the Jews, because he'liad polhited f tiiiriself | 
with conforming to' the mariners of ' the Grreet»i Ke 
therefore assembled all the apostate Jews, and going at 
tkehead of them addressed the new king for relief 
against Judas and his brethren, accusing thetn of slaying 
many of the king's friends, and driving others out of 
the country ; and by this accusation so prejudiced the 
king against them, that he sent Bacchides, governor of 
Mesopotamia, into Judea wfdi ah atrmys and Joinefl At- ; 
cirausin the commission with him, for making war 
upon the Jews. On their first arrival ' they proceeded* - 
with artifice, and pretended to come with peaceable in- 
tentions, but Judas and his brethren were aware of their ' 
treachery'; some of *the Jews, however, were deceived* • 
by them, and were destroyed ; amongst these were sixty * 
of the Assideans, and several of the scribes or doctors of 
the law. Afte* this Jtawfc&esitettfrhed- to l the king, 
bntAlciraiK remained with a part of th& ; forces, who 
drew many deserters to bkn, Jtad much disturbed the 
state of Israel. This provoked Judaa t*> take the field 
in order to punish those wtio bad revolted. Alcimus 

- . . . ; ....... 

• % Mace. xir. 1 , %. f 2 Mace* xir. 3. 
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went again to, the king, f aad haviag presented , him with 
a crown of gold, and-Qther gifts, renewed his complaints 
against Judas ; which being seconded by some in the . 
court who were enemies to the Jews, Demetrius was 
induced to send another army to, subdue them; under 
Nicanor their old enemy; commanding him to cut off 
Judas, disperse- his followers and establish Alcimus in , 
the high-priest's office. Nicanor was at first unwilling 
to* make war on Judas, but being urged by the king, 
heat length pursued it with fury; and having spoken 
many blasphemous words against the Temple, and 
threatened to destroy it, and build a temple to Bacchus 
in the room of it, he was slain and his army routed by 
Judas. After* this, the Jews took out the spoils, cut 
off Nicanor's head, and the impious hand which he had , 
lifted against the holy Temple, and hanged^ them upon 
one of the towers of Jerusalem, they then kept a day 
of great rejoicing, which was afterwards observed as 
an annual festival. 



section vni. 

» * • i 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE HISTOR* OF, JUDAS 

MACCABEUS. f . , . 

We must now begin to take, a, view of the .Reman . 
empire, which was described to Daniel in the remark- 
able vision we formerly read, under the image ©fa fourth 
beast, dreadful, and strong, exceedingly, which, trith great ; 
iron teeth, devoured and .braJcet in pieces, and stamped the 
residue with the Jeet of it. The history of the Romans 

* 2 Mace. xiv. * 
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thews that this was a very just representation of their 
rapid and irresistible acquiaitition of power and domi- 
nion. 

Judas* Maccabeus saw himself continually attacked 
by the whole force of the Syrians, and that they were so 
perfidious there was no relying on them in any treaty 
of peace. He had no aid to expect from the neighbour- 
ing nations, and die Romans were generally esteemed 
for justice and valottr, and always ready to assist weak 
states against oppressive kings; he therefore resolved to 
seek an'alliance with them. But could the Jewish na- 
tibni which had hitherto been so wonderfully supported 
by an Almighty Power, be reckoned amongst weak 
natidnS? It is true, their army was- small in number 
when Compared with their' enemies, and they were fre; 
quentty assaulted, but God had hithertd enabled Jour of 
them to chase an hundred^ and an hundred to put ten thou? 
sand to flight ; he had animated their breasts with the 
courage of lions, and shielded them from the most fu- 
rious attacks of their enemies ; they had returned vic- 
torious from many battles, without the loss of a single 
man ; and none had fallen but through their own rash- 
ness, folly, or disobedience to the Divine Law. What 
need then had Judas' and the chosen people of the Lord 
to seek for protection from an heathen power? It was 
degrading thfeir Heavenly Kino in the sight of idol 
worshippers to suppose that they stood in need of their 
assistance ; and the honour of the Lord required, thai 
those who thus distrusted him should be taught, by 
chastisement, to repent for their want of confidence m 
his Almighty Power. For we must remember, that by 
the Israelites(as the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob) God had promised to shew forth his glory, 
and convey the blessings of Redemption to all nations; 

* l Mace, viii, I. 
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therefpif it was not possible for them to be cut qtf, wbjht 
they kept those laws which were given to distinguish 
and separate them from heathens, and continued to put 
their trust in the power of the Lord; neither could 
they be considered as the peculiar people of God, or 
expect miraculous assistance any longer than whilst 
they fulfilled the conditions of the covenant made with 
their forefathers. And we njay observe, . throughout 
the whole course of the Jewish history, that when this 
people .entered into leagues with heathen powers, tji^y 
were always unsuccessful. 

Eupolemus # and Jason, the two ambassadors whom 
Judas sent tot the Roman senate* met with a very gra- 
cious reception; and the Jews and Romans enured 
into a mutual engagement to assist feach other; both by' 
tea emcf land; so that Judas and his followers, instead 
of fighting only/or their own lives and their lotos, and 
the, recovery of their inheritance^ they had hitherto done, 
were now bound to assist, if called upon, the ambitious 
designs ofthatpeople who meditated the subjection of 
the whole efurth* Though sometimes one he^en na- 
tion, and wme times another, were (after the apostasy, 
of the Israelites under their king) suffered tp prevail, 
for the punishment of the wickedness, of others ; .yet^ 
it was notJawfiil for, th$ rennant-of God's people ( wher 
were preserved for other pupposjes) to join with them, 
without an express command frqm Groo : their onl^ 
business was, {• Uve quietly under the government 
which had dominion oyer them, as. hpg qs they were 
flowed* th* free exercise of their religion, and thepos* 
ae*sio» of their inheritance ; to wait with patience for. 
theJWeaaiah; or incase th^y were persecuted on aC« 
count of their. faith, and compelled to worship idol** 

• * 1 Mace. viii. 21. 
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and driven From their land, they were to defend them* * 
■elves by every means in tbeir power , that was Consist- 
ent with* their duty to God ; and to rely 'with perfect 
confidence on the aid of the Lord, who would, cer- 
tainly be unto them a rod of defence against their enemies 
and render human alliances unnecessary. Judas there- 
fore took a very improper step in courting the protec- 
tion of the Romans; and it was attended with fatal 



«•«!♦ 



consequences* 

' Demetrius* having received an account of the de- ! 
feat and death of Nicanor, sent Bacchides, and Alci- 
mus a second time, who encamped before . Jerusaleirj 
with an army of twenty thousand foot, and two thou- 
sand horse : Judas had no more than three thousand; 
men with him to oppose them;' and of these, .all but 
eight Hundred, terrified with the formidable appearance 
of the enemy, fled from the host. Personal courage 
this renowned general possessed to a great degree ; but 
what was his natural force, assisted only by a small Hum-' 
ber, without the shield and buckler. of his salvation, and 
the svoordqf his excellency? He was now* left to fight 
llis own battle, for the toRp 'withheld' aid frbhi 1 this' 
new ally of the Romans : confiderice of victory no lon- 
ger inspired the breast of Judas ; he could not riow say 
to his fearful troops, as on a former occasion, f : It is ho 
hard matter Jbr many to be shut up in the hands of dfeuo % ; 
and frith the God ofheavenfoisdB one to deftberirith a 
great multitude, or a sniaU Company i for the yictoryof 
battle standeth not in the muUidude of an Kosi^md ) strength' 
cometh from heaven. Danger presented .itself ifo his view J 
in all its horrors, and " he was troubled in mind, and 
sore dismayed;" but, still solicitous fortius 'country's 
honour and his own fame* he resolved not to* gtVe 'big* 

. * * Mace. is. 1. f 1 Mace, iii. 18—20. 
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Jbefc cause to triumph ki his shameful flight, but exerted • 
tbft utmost efforts of human skill, and with astonishing 
brtvfry supported the combat for some timeV« # *o that 
the earth shook ^eith the 'noise of the armies on v both. • 
sides ;" at lengthy overpowered by numbers he fell at : 
the feet of his adversaries; Thus died Judas Macca- ■. 
beus,' who, whilst hecontinued to rely entirely on the% 
Lord* was h himself a host ; and whose name struck* . 
terror into the minds of mighty warriors. He was, on 
the whole, a most amiable and worthy character; and 
though the Divine Being punished his inconsiderate • 
application to the Romans, by deserting him in the > 
hour of danger (as he chastised his fakWul servant Moses 
fdrstriking the rock, by not suffering him to enter the 
promised land) w_e cannot doubt but that, after death, 
Gob ekaked him: to that fctatc of happiness allotted, for 
the noble amy of martyrs : ashe had been*, iri so re- 
aprkable a manner, under Providence* the restorer and . 
preserver of the Divine law, and the deiivererand pro- 
tector of his country* . •, ' 

Therewasa general lamentation throughout Israel, • 
for the lossLof this vdiant commander; and he whs ho- 
nourably bmried by his brothers^ Simon and Jonathan, 
in ihe sepulchre of his father,, 4t Modin, having go- 
verned Israel six years. 



SECTION IX. 



TJIE HISTORY 0F ( JONATHAN THE BROTHER AND SUC- 
CESSOR OF JUDAS MACCABEUS. 

! !After* the death of Judas, the people were greatly 

* 1 Mace. he. 23. - 

disheartened. 



disheartened. $acehtdes prerailecrevcry where : *&a« 
mine aim increased their distress; which we may judge . 
from Ge»> usual dealings with his people, we* «ei|* a*, 
axhaitiaonenfc for their distrust in him, and desertion of * 
their general Meayef the friends of Judas were put. 
to deaths or Owelty tied by Ba<xhidfl6, so thai there wea 
great affliction in Israel, f* such at had net been since 
the timet of the prophets ;" they therefore resolved to - 
appoint- Jonathan, the brottter of Judas,, to he their 
prince and eaptoin. Jonathan accordingly took the * 
got erament, and collected forces together to resist the 
enemy; which Becchides hearing, endeavoured to get 
hfchinto Jus power; hut Jonathan, and Shnoa his bro* - 
the* fled, with their company into the wilderness of 
Tekoavandj. u> order to secure- their goods and bag* 
cage, sent them, under the conduct of Jehe, another of v 
Jndasfe brothers* to thefe friends the Nthethean*; but 
Job* wa»int6reeptedi& : hfe march by the Jambnane, < 
atribpof Arabs, who dew him, took the rest prisoners 
andseized upon their effects. Net* long *Aer tbia^ 
Jonathan bodan opportunity of revenging bos brother's 
death, and obtained great spoiL He exerted himself 
a&hts brother Judas had dene, for the protection of 
G^u/speopfe^aii^ the blessing of the Lord constantly 
attended him. 

Alcimusf,by the aid of Bacchides, had fjully esta» 
blished himself in the high priest's office, and made se- 
veral alterations for the ^corruption of the Jewish wor- 
ship and bringing it to resemble the superstition of ihe 
heathen ; at last he gave orders to pull down the wall 
which separated the Jews from the Gentile converts ; 
but* whilst it yas doing, he was fuddenjy gnttb . wfch 

* 1 Mace. ix. 35. * f IWd. 54. 
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tfcepaby and dled&ig^lrt torinent: aft* Ml ***« 
the land of Israel enjoyed peace for two years* 6toti 
"arWthe death of Alcimus, Demetrius, who had sefced 
Syria, and slain Antiochus Eupator, was acknowledged 
Iringby the Romans. 

Jonathan made use of the interval of peace for r*> ' 
Storing the government of the Jews, both in church 
tad state, and repairing die walls and fortifications of 
Sion; this^xcitedthe envy of the adverse party, who 
formed a plot which might have proved fetal to him, 
but that Divine Providence interposed in his pre- 
servation* He *, and his brother Simon, had after* 
Ward? great success against Bacchides ; who, grown* 
weary of war, and tired of those who had engaged hint 
in it, put several of thern to death, and concluded a 
peace iWth Jonathan f. • 

- Demetrius* after a few years, gave himself up en- 
tirely to luxury, and neglected public affairs; this dis- 
gusted his subjects, and they raised a conspiracy against 
him. Ptolemy Philometer having taken offence at 
adttie proceedings of Demetrius towards him, by way df 
Revenge Set up an usurper, whose real name was, Balas j 
but he pretended to be Alexander, the son of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, arid great numbers of people flocked to him, 
Demetrius J collectedhis forces with all possible expe- 
dition, and Jonathan armed his troops. Both parties 
courted the friendship of Jonathan; but as Demetrius • 
had been a bitter enemy to theJews, Jonathan durst not; 
' confide in him : he therefore . accepted Alexander's of- ' 
fers, and having the consent of aft the Jews, assumed 
the high priest's office, and officiated at the feast of Ta- 
bernacles J. There hadjjeen a vacancy in the priest- 

' * 1 Mace . be. 58. f Ibid. 71. J , 1 Mace. x. 2. 
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fcpodfbr seven years, from the death of Alcimu^ bat 
from this time it continued for many years ixx the 
Amiiy of the Mac^bees, called Asmoneans, from As- 
mooeus^tfhe greatgrandfather of Mat^athias. Whether 

the Maccabees were of the race of Josedek, is nncgrr 
tain, but they were undoubtedly of thje family of Aa- 
ron ; and as none appeared who had a- better plaim, Jor 
nathanhad a right, to the, office, especially as he waa 
chosen with the consent of all the people. 

The contending kings of Syria having taken the field, 
Demeftius was at length overpowered .and,, sjlain*. 
Alexander, having by this victory secure^ the wljole 
empire of Syria, s$nt to Ptolemy +, king pf Egypt*. dja- 
siring to have his daughter Cleopatra to wife, which |l£ 
consented to, and the marriage was accordingly solem- 
nized. Jonathan J went by invitation to the weddings 
feast, and was received by both kings- wkh great respect, 
especially by Alexander ; who caused him to be clothed 
in purple, enrolled him amongst the chief of hi&irxends, 
and allowed him to take place amongst the first princes 
of his kingdom.; he also constituted him general of his 
forces in Judea, and gave him an high office in his 
palace* . , t 

These extraordinary honours excited the envy of se- 
veral persons, and they brought accusations against Jo- 
nathan; ljut the king rejected them all, and caused 
proclamation to be, made, that no one should presume 
to speak eyil of him, and Jonathan 1 returned into Ju- 
dea* , 

Alexander $ having obtained quiet possession of the 
Syrian throne, abandoned himself to pleasure, ease, and 
luxury, and left the care of his a&irs to a favourite,- 

♦ I Mace. x. 50. , f HH 51. } Ibid. $9 h _66. 
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named Arnmonjus. On which Demetrius,: the son ojf 
the late? king, being, now grown up to manhood, re* 
sof^e^I to attempt the recovery of the crown, and was 
iouiedby ApoUonius, the governor of Ccelo-Syria. On 
tjhis 'Alexander took the field with his army, and called 
fpr thej^istance of his father-in-law Ptolemy, 

ApoUonius* having embraced the party of Deme- 
trius, 'gathered^ .a great army together, and encamped at 
jamnia, from; whence he sent a haughty message to 
Jonathan the high priest, who immediately marched out 
of Jerusalem with ten thousand men, took Joppa, and 
defeated Apolloriiuf's army with a great slaughter; and 
having set fire to several cities belonging to the enemy, 
returned to Jerusalem with, their spoils. Alexander 
hearing of this victory gained in his interest, sent to Jo- 
nathan a buckle o^gold, such as was only worn by the 
rojal family, and gave him also the city of Accaron, 
and the territory belonging to itf . 

Alexander having greatly offended Ptolemy Philo- 
raeter, king of Egypt, he persuaded the Syrians to re- 
store the kingdom to Demetrius, the true heir; who 
was accordingly seated on the throne of his ancestors. 
Upon this revolution, Alexander wasted the country. 

round Antiochwith fire and sword; a battle ensued. 

-.■»..''.' » * 

and Alexander being vanquished, fled with only five 
hundred horse to Zebdiel, an Arabian prince, with 
whom he Md entrusted the care of his children; here 
he was treacherously slain* 

_ Pemetrius succeeding in Syria, in consequence of, 
this victory, called himself Nicator, that is, the cow-. 
query?, -At first he tpeated Jonathan very graciously, 



. * Supposed by Piwjeaux to have been governor of Casio-Syria, , 
mod a former adherent to Demetrius* 
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tttat>l&hed him In th6 rii^^riesthood, Slid granted 
him many privileges and immunities*. Jonathan, in 
teturn, performed some great service for him; but De? 
faietrius was of a very oppressive, unjust disposition, and 
behaved afterwards with shameful ingratitude, whicfi 
alienated the Jews from his interest. He had also ren- 
dered himself hateful to the rest of his subjects, who 
revolted from him in favour of young Antiochus, thg 
•on of Alexander, called Theos, or the Divine, who 
was placed upon the throne, and Demetrius driven 
away. 

f Jonathan being justly provoked by the ingratitude 
if the late king, accepted of an invitation made him by 
the new monarch; on which he was confirmed in the 
nigh-priest's office, allowed to wear the purple and the 
golden buckle, and to have place among the king's 
<9iief friends, with many other privileges. Jonathan 
and his brother Simon assisted Antiochus against Dg* 
metritis, and also drove the heathen out Of the fortress 
ofBethsura. 

Jonathan £, on his return to Judea, finding all quiet, 
sent ambassadors to renew the league which the Roman* 
had made with Judas Maccabeus; they were received 
by the senate with honour, and dismissed with satis- 
faction: and they had likewise orders, in their re* 
turn from Rome, to address the Lacedaemonians as bre- 
thren of the Jews ; and Jonathan Wrote a letter, to 
assure them of remembrance and intercession to God in 
their behalf. Jonathan very justly observed, in this tet- 
ter, that " the Jew$ Stood in no need of the friendship 
of other nations, having the holy books of Scripture to 
comfort them, and help from heaven, to succour and 
deliver them from their enemies?" but his conduct 

* l Mace ». St. f IMd. 58. $ Ibid. xii. I. 
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fiW^rtMftfei^^rt^W^, ^ ^%*g Vftfr 'himself,, 

80*Mte> de*Hfy frim'; *md IWarthed totatffta 'W 
*fofr a gflMk^ttWy, SfrtfHle* tb get lifch urtolifs po^ef :' 
l*#ofefcftlh^&Wta^ ttiottS&jg 

«H»gftd 1 hfctte^#i5, ihkfl ;fm>ceedea Wfthl&H&fy W# 
4*iifltilM&tt tolfcttfcdM? hfth abbtit tfaelr f t6ttinV6n : * W 
ttfcst, tmd^wtefkfttfg tfe rtsighPtt3*6ttlafe inYdlfi IMS? 
petotfcfl ^fc-Mft'W'd^ttii* 1 ^ Hfe t^(J6JJ4' l 4,ce^fa^ 

the place delivered to him r fchtt a^sboii a^ l 1he 'aihtf* W 
aoHpaf^ vrffegdl' ^riftft «e Avklfe, tfife ' Jgiitffi? \&re 
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mined to defend themselves ;. which the enemy per* 
ceiying marched, off; and the Jewish troops returned ' 
safely to Jerusalem, where peat lamentations. wer£ 
'ma^e for th41w«.pf, their govemon • 

The heathen nations, on the, capture of Jonathan, 
renewed their, hostilities against the Jews ; upon which 
$imon wejitwpto the Temple, called the people to- 
gether, and encouraged th^m by a noble speech which 
revived their, drooping spirits, and they immediately 
chose him their commander * and, under his conduct 
and direction, proceeded to Jhe completion of the for- 
tification which Jonathan had begun at Jerusalem*. 

On Tryphon's approach to invade the land, Simon 
led forth a great army against him : the former not 
daring to engage, endeavoured to deceive Simon also, 
l?y pretending that he had seized Jonathan only be- 
cause he owed a large sum of money to the king ; pro- 
mising to set him at liberty, if his brother would send 
the money, and Jonathan's two sons to be. hostages for 
tfieir father's fidelity. Simon perceived that this was 
mere artifice, but willing to do every . thing in his 
power to save his brother's life, he complied with the 
terms. Shortly after this, the treacherous. Tryphon 
nut Jonathan to death, and then returned to Antioch, 
and caused the young king to be assassinated, reporting 
that he died suddenly; then seizing the crown, he de- 
dared himself king of Syria. 

, >Vhen Simon heard of his brother's death, he seat 
$nd fetched his bones, and buried them in the family 
sepulchre at Modin, where he erected a very famous 
jBOOTrpfr"* of white marble to his memory; near this 
he $}&ce$. se^en pyramids, two for his father and me* 

* In Jonathan'* days the Jews fcnjlt p temple in Egypt. 

*er 
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ther, five for his brothers, and one for himself, round 
which he built a stately portico. 
' Jonathan's character as a warrior cuts a noble figure 
in the Jewish history: he likewise laboured for the 
prosperity of his country, and seems to have been a 
man of good morals ; but, it appears, that he was too 
fond of pomp and magnificence, for, as high priest of 
the Jews, he should have disdained the purple robe and 
the golden buckle, which, so far from adding to his 
dignity, debased him* The sacred- vestment that dis- 
tinguished him as the minister of God, was the most 
honourable garment he could wear. He was oertainly 
guilty of an error, as well as Judas Maccabeus, in court- 
ing die friendship of the Romans ; for, as they were a 
great and increasing empire, and the Jews at that time 
a small people, it appeared as if they thought to 
strengthen themselves in their strength, and trust to the 
shadow of Rome*; which was inconsiderately flying 
from the standard of the £ord Jehovah. If there had 
been prophets at this time, no doubt they would have 
been sent to reprove Jonathan: or had he properly at* 
tended to the written prophecies, and the histories of 
the kings of Israel and Judah, he would have disco* 
vered that he Ought not to love them that hated God f , 
but, at all events, to avoid mixing with heathens. Jo- 
nathan's situation, to be sure, was a very difficult one, 
and he was subject to human infirmities. God, who 
permitted him to be deceived to his destruction, is a 
God of infinite compassion: he alone could judge of 
the motives of Jonathan's actions, and whatever faults 
Were committed by him through mistake, or want of 
information, were certainly pardoned by the Divine 
goodness. 

* lsai. xx*. 2. . f « Chr<m.xi^ 9. 
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SECTION X. 
£iMo* Mwaraw AMaAWAi>ea« to tor n o M A y su 

, « - * » 

TfiYfiioN having usurped the throne of Syria, seat a 
splendid embassy, with costly gifts, to the Roman*, in 
hopes they would Acknowledge him, king; but they 
eluded his expectations by causing the came of Aatio- 
chus to be engraven en their pre&ent»as if it tsame from 
him. -Simon * likewise set ambassadors, for the infa- 
tuation of sendu^tothe Jfoman&j^essed 
it bad his brother's before h«». They were honour- 
ably, entertained ; great concern was expressed for the 
^eath of Jonathan, and satisfaction for the suocesses 
of Simon. The former leagues were renewed, and 
being written en tables of brass, were sent te Jerusa- 
lem* Those also, with the Lacedemonians, and other 
nations, were .confirmed to the Jews* 

All f the priests, elders, and people of the Jews, met 
together in a general assembly at Jerusalem, when it 
was agreed, by unanimous consent to establish the high 
priesthood and supreme government of the nation on 
Simon and his descendants by a public act, m which 
were recited the good deeds which had been wrought 
tiy Simon and his family. A copy of this they caused 
tp be engraved on tables of brass, and hung up in the 
sanctuary ; the original was. deposited in the treasury of 
the Temple, and from that time Simon took upon him 
t|xe style, state, and authority of prince, as well as high* 
priest. Desirous ofbeing acknowledged as such by 
the Remans, Simon sent ambassadors to renew the 
league with them, and also a present of a golden 

• l Jtfaccxhr.SO. f Ibid, 35. 

shield, 
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shield, of the valtte of fifty thousand pounds of our mo- 
wer. Both tfto embassy And present were cordhdry' re* 
celled j and die senate caused letters to be written ta> 
the different states who were than dependent on them, 
styling the Jews their Mends, and co mma nding that 
hone should iiijuie or molest Ihum, nor harbour any 
fbgkrres or traitor* of that nation* 

Tim did thepeopk-qfUoT) a ri bmh to be shielded by 

l/OM>had been* hnuffieientfbr themf 

g fc uui^ wft» had ample- cause to desert Trypfcon, sent 
■wttnumdnrntn taeal fbr peaceand- affiance wftfc Deme* 
irittts aadpfeswted! Man wift a golden erown as ft token 
of tdbmissiiew to hi? government. Demetrius reedfy 
v granted a euiifeiiiatkH* efthe priesthood to Simon, wfth 
• rttea s i of a» cases, tolls, and tribaftesr and an act of 
oh K i foii of all past host&rtfes, on co ndftfo n ofhfe jokh 
hag with hint against Tayphon. All this was cordially 
agreed to by the* Jews, Simon was* dechcreo? sovereign 
prince of the Jewish natron, and die land freed from 
9R xorcign tyranny; 

cwfOft, Kttdhtg his son «nran ^afterwards' caHed* Byr» 
can us) to be a very valiant man, made hnn general of 
Sax the^ forces nr Judea, anxTsenf linn to ffve m txas&fa, 
wntie his presence was ntost necessary. 
• Demetrias was taken prnwner ur a war with the Par- 
thfcms, arid earned Into PkrtMa, where he nuirrfed the 
KflgV daughter, which sty enTaged his queen, that she 
sent to his broth er Antfochus, who was; in Crefe, and 
owrod to marry hint ifhe would jonr his interest with 
her against Trypwon. Thfe ofleT* he readily accepted, 
theatre ne nnaeo, ne sent a letter to oinvro, oncsiug to 
coneft m alf the privileges' which the Jews ax that tune 
enjoyed, and to honour the Tempte. Simony sis arproof 
of hi» friajnd^F disposition, sent him mfffc aims, and 

& 3 money, 
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money, to assist him in carrying on his war ; but the 
perfidious king broke through all his promises, rejected 
his offers, and sent Athenobius, his friend, into Judea, 
as ambassaddr, to demand Joppa, and Gazara, and the 
fort at Jerusalem; or, instead of them, a thousand ta- 
lents of silver. These conditions were too unreasonable 
to be complied with; but, to preserve peace, Simon of- 
fered to give an hundred talents. Atbenobius, en- 
gaged at his refusal, made no reply, but hastened back 
to report what he had heard and seen. He told the 
king that Simon lived in a style of the. utmost magni- 
ficence, and that he absolutely refused to comply with 
his demands. Antiochus now considered Simon as a 
rival, was jealous of his power, and resolved 7 to huni- 
t>le him ; and having made Cenebeus, one of his , no- 
bles, captain and governor of the sea-ports of Palestine, 
he sent him with one part of his army against Simon, 
«nd with the other he himself pursued Tryphon, who 
continued to fly from place to place, till at length he 
was overtaken and put to death. . . - - - 

Cenebeus in the mean time marched into Judea, and 
began to kill and plunder the Jews. . Simon, beijag in- 
formed of these hostilities, "called* for his two, eldest . 
sons, Judas and John, who with a chosen army marched * 
to meet the adversary, and soon came in sight of the 
formidable host: an engagement followed, in which 
Cenebeus lost two thousand men, the rest fled to their 
Strong holds* The two brothers, having driven the 
Syrians away, returned in triumph to Jerusalem. 

Antiochus Sidetes, after vanquishing Tryphon, and, 
destroying his faction, settled all things upon the same 
footing as they were before these disturbances began, 

Aboutf a year after the war with Antiochus, Simon 
marring a circuit through the cities of Judah, to see that 

r *fl Mutt. iCTi.2, 3. f Ibid. 14. . - * 
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co t npw fed by Wb twoflons, Mattatbias and Judas. ' ;ttd- 
kMm the* ^of'Ababusr, ^ho had mamedbne /df'tos 
daughters, was governor of the place, tftey therefore 
took up their residence with Ijim} but he was a very 
wicked ambitious man, ana* nad formed a scheme to 
get the goverrterit of Jadert for himself. In order to 
ft£<$my}^ t fh^h$mpfe a ; #umptuOufc eitfertainntent 
^n^^e -p reU»cfl ,of#wriBg U* guest** but while 7 
l^MB^wfrW^* lu>. f^a*e&t htf^feajitjr, h* 
caused them to be nnsafininfUrd PtolfemV inadeimme^ 
Uia^apgiif^^^ to ^ jdng rf §yria, pfoinisiag thatbe 

^^rfc^^^JW^ **»*»$ ibaitf* if hewonj^ifta^ 
nisb l#j wtti^tfTOIJr. *h* ajsftosent to fifewart* aid 
ofer^l gWtyWf %ff|8,4jp:^HMtt who wojta. kfll John, 
u^4ie$ftc&4p$m to taJte<fo«sessJtor«£ Jerusalem* 
Jolui,wa^f^rj^ofP^]emy!s proceedings* aad put 
those to ; death ^fhp attempted to /destroy him: he then 
^ast^ji^fl t to v ^}we tfje J^Jy City and Teniple, and used 
every, measure ty secure 4jq safety. , and peace of the 

should arrive: ^at^aa^of.^ba^rwar^ #,*»- 

certain*. ;-<» t • i ci»; v>i!t ; .* "v^t!* ^' 

, there weragiwtlam^ 

of the death of ,S«aoa^. w^, waft ^ni^lr^^ bejpved; 
for he wa»%maj( of pij^rbt&v^y^bonai** tfnd feuroa- 

igl^jd^^gr^rbeiMlfi^to cotfatirr* A \ ,■• tJ 

^IJi^npbleracttde^^ of 

the, peop)e 4 .^ulc^^vantegesflie/pro^rted. for. them, 
would have ljee#more pe^rnlaneht if he bad. not put 
them as he did; un<Wurte protection j oil the : Romans; 
for having by theaiq\of the Ix>Ab,0*<& mar? recovered 
the land of tJudah^rom subjection to^artjuy mxmarehs,. 

R 4» their 
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tifflfr of theii ^«ftv*>T>i*'. !Tjjm» u^j:~^. j^: 
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. < As»*ctf**, feft&kiftrteii^the' de«Hr1#Wnidn, ; 
bodega Jia**«M*fcfc*teto**^ tff 

♦onuak* *i d)^Wbiagei»^ HM^t '4 4 r ^f tf J time 
ranf^by*fteifri»to*imi titafefctt #m*^ti^ ihva#- 

p«fi«ukiiiginiA» tyranny »^Vic^;i^^©j^*^>tTte. 
btW*y Ale*#n4fc^£**ft*v pretendk^ ^ft^ffitt^n J rf 
Afexiwfei B&*«», fei*cftitorrt4^ eYoW^fflitL i&Seated 
Mfe»V ott w)M Zfew^tetatt «^ftd!feAia% ^hieJ-e' lilt 
*tfe. Cfebf*** the* resided ? but die Wfl«M ) the a kate* 
fobe^o^ag^iiifl^hWjftrM^ftel^fl^ inter the hands of 
hte e*^r^, w*<K^ theh put 

hknt^^ath. "fcaWh* by 'thft Vrt^^^ehd^r' the 
dtfoae, arid* relgted 1 OVe^ ,l dtf* fkfc W tfte*fegtbhi^ 
while Cleopatragoverned the rest; bat shortly after, 

^«^«i *W*J*edMfr^kii*£doiW, aa& wfc* ' A bytiifr 

one year. Aa \k* olW M &typ*$t\m>heOih*#, fe^ifr yuffgi 
jtfimO** *tt* tlfe*pia£*iM« '.il^*«lliU^4i^^Wi^ldie 

<$uifhe«bZ*b*a, ^wholA^ WlR^iri^*'^tl v o^? ft* 
*a~iafc*ita*te tliiiay tt fc ft Wl ^ t>a^^iht^l?4 to M& 
»teatta ift* feeftfc* take af *t»^ ^oM, ^i#ve h[ttt : 
aj*a?v*i4» a#e**WWle^g;i^ 

at 
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m fettg* pW 10 4*0*. A*tk>d*** 4*tfteli iking 

git^ipyemttf-iiiflAtfitj^ b#gttn w fftku ifptW Mm^. 

INbfltar "Jflrtlfei 1199 mfo&it tty ikfe* tdtefcfehrdL ' prc$£retf % 
cop €w pwwpfiy Hv oiww if tfr* una wneir ire* cwme m 
lto# H>ort* humfey; ftutf b&tig HpflfoeS otltfr dctfgtt, 
Jfe0 0fe)ig&i Mi* t^fMkk* i€ HeY&eflJ arid sd* pttt art eftd? to 
the MA> df #•& wicfte* wcttfeta 8*fp&; ftitvitfg' fcettfeti 
IWflflMte W'pVBwr amf seettrity, rergiiea several years 

Staring tffmwwdiviyiOfw 1 , HyiCAfiuib sftotrir off the Synkit 
yvto, giwttlj* iMibi'^etf his* dtMnfttidito; Jtod' fflatfe'Mftf- 
Afi£ nwcwy 1 MMftp6ndfett& fie 1 stiBtftfeti SccneYflV the 
4uit£40tt'#Ftfe0titPC!Forlffe Sktfl<frifeaM&, a^tr destroyer 
titafar t&tnpte, whto* gfei&aflfct had Suflt Mfe a*o edit! 
qmitod flte Idtemeuh*, 'drib? obliged theUBf all to* emurkci 
A^Jewfthfeli^Mf; tnftPftom tfmt tim^ tttty we*e te 
g » ifO wwml intfr the- JdwisH cfiurc*, and at Tfeftgth fofct 
tife name rfl&mean* or Fdbtrritet?, atrdf ^ere called 



Hyrcanus sent ambassadors to Rome to rfeHeir the 
rhkfrSffwwi Wsfetfie^fridTnade^ witfTt!H^j?ertate, . 
at the suftietiiMetb ewwpfem of thtfoppressrVeitehi* 
wtar of tfte Syti<w fimgy. Upon whfcft thd ; senate dfe- 
tmd, that a* the* places which had beefl tkken from 
them should be restored, and reparation made, and that 
ttofynai kings slotrfd have no right to match their 
aHrtef dfrottgff tfctf Jewish* territories. 'Ambassadors. 
i*e*e<9enr ffcom Rowetfcr seler'tHis* decree purin e*~e— 
cutftm. 

The beiarioor of'tite Kdirtans ia . tffis instance was' 
ve*y hdnearaWe; ancPaifyrc^reV nation might :Have jgfon-l 
fieri in their protection- antfinterposition ; but, .when ,|ire ; 
cftNriferi&e 1 Jfews'arthcrpecuHat people ;"of God, they* 
efofrfrr out eistfeenrfbr thus" humbling themselves to HeaV. 
tnen*., 

R„5> Hyrcanus,. 
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Hyrcanus, being (much increased in power mid riches, 
sen! his two sons, Aristobulus and Antigonus, to be- 
siege Samaria: which, after a victorious siege, they took, 
and entirely destroyed, and even caused trenches to be 
dug every way across it, so that it might hever be re* 
built. This was not done out of hatred to the sect of 
jthe Samaritans, for none of them dwelt here, Alexander 
the Great having expelled them as we formerly read. - 
. la acknowledgment of the friendship of the Romans, 
Hyrcanus sent the next year ambassadors with a golden 
cup a»4 a shield of immense value ; upon, which they 
issued another decree to ratify and confirm the former.- 
M Afyer the conquest of Samaria, Hyrcanus became 
master of all Judea, Galilee, and several other places in 
the. country round about, and was one of the greatest 
princes of the. age in which he lived : none of the neigh- 
Ipuring princes dared to molest him; but. the latter 
qpd of hkpeign w^s disturbed by internal commotions 
in his government, occasioned by disputes bet ween the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, from which the Romans could 
not ahiejdhim. 

.Hyrcanus died the nextyear after these disturbances ; 
and, having had the administration of public affairs 
bpth in church and state for twenty-nine years, left the 
high-priesthood and sovereignty to his eldest son, Judas 
Aristobulus. » .• 

* Jphn Hyrcanus was an excellent governor and com*. 
mander, and Israel was in a very flourishing state dur- 
ing his administration ; but still they were in obscurity, 
when considered as the peculiar people of God. They. 
were indeed victorious and successful over their ene- 
mies, for the Lord was still merciful to them, in remem- 
brance of his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and his faithful servant pavid, and therefore would not. 
suffer the heathen to dispossess them ; but his mercy- 
was exercised only in the ordinary dispensations of pro- 
, , / vidence, 
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vddence, aad weclnnot wonder that they were distressed 
in those instances, m which they could.net have been 
relieved without a «itractffet» interposition in their fa* 
Your. •.*••.*,?.• 
. In the reign of Hyicanus* Jews, the son of Sirach, a; 
Jew of J4rosalem,:gOing into Egypt and settling there, 
translated out of Hebrew jntO'Greek, for the use of die 
Helenistical Jews, the book of Jesus his grandfather/ 
which is- the same we have in Our Bibles under the title 
of Eeclesiastkus. The ancients call it the treasury of alt 
virtue, supposing it to contain maxims leading to every 
virtue* It *was originally written in Hebrew, about the 7 
time that Onias, the second of that name, was high 
priest at Jerusalem. 

- Hyrcanus left five sons : Aristotralus, Antigonus, and 
Alexander, were the threefirst ; the name of the fourth 
is unknown, but the fifth we*are told was called Ab- 
salom. 

SECTION XII. 

» ... 

JUDAS A^USTOBULUS MADE PRINCE AND HIGH- 
PRIEST OF THE JEWS. 

Aristobulus succeeded his father. He put a royal 
diadem on his head, and assumed the title of king ; this 
he had no right to do, as he was not of the lineage of 
* David: but he paid no regard to the nature of the 
Jewish constitution, for he was a man of a most impe- 
rious, ambitious, and cruel temper. He cast his. own 
mother into prison, and starved her to death ; and caused 
his favourite brother to be executed on an unjust suspi- 
cion ; .but no sooner was the last fact committed, than 
he severely repented, and his conscience felt the bitter- 
est pangs of remorse for all his cruel deeds. He had 
for some time been afflicted with a distemper, which. 

R6 was 



IwuJ&pied m £naafc ogamm <£> ha^*** tfaoMoo: aa? 

nJbbJmarmg iaigaa^jaafr><i^ygifc .. 

The royal diadem brought neither honour nor hap* 

pjqetefe this «tf aifthfrgnnjwnh» Wift Muafcfcarai Wan, 
f<9Wi th# tiftti be ;q?tfK«dt ifc tprop Ulte maa*, 
t&mw\mvte*im!* wbu&RjfwM ft* the db*ifia.fl6 
tVfcbjgkpfiUg&ooiJL . - . 

White tt^aptaidepapfe* an tjwtaidfeaftdprotaa*. 
tj^^iiMka*P«fii *fl^§k:f«a^-wfehugaaiMnfcifcc»aD 
aajwtt %& &itt^itaf»*tt, ^itiaboHidtnJiaaMi^ftliQMiL 
tfcWWtften* w^i^Bfr^ BwidfaJijMfc taifctbey ojwblv 

to another family -without a jdivine QflwmJOTJflPi TSwt 
*ftfib$uffi Hinft.of^ Je^i - aM Ihw^ t^ »afa«fe of 

yet it was their duty to wait and see what the taife 
would bring forth ; and, as God " had * renewed the 
diadem, and taken office cr^q^/sapt the house ofJu* 
dak" those were usurpers who presumed to wear it^ 
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THJ? KEI GN8 OP ALEXANDER. JAN^RIJS, Af,$XAXDRA* 
AXD ARISTOBULCrS, 9Vip JUJJEA^, 

rJk% saon as. iWi3toluil^.was»dead, Sakyne, Mb widows 
Nk QiuWttKfcy. fcts th*»& bcotkerk wiioaa hejiad^itepii- 
aatff&t a^iAlfixaittUg the. eldcst» miranmedi J— osusy 
teflfe tfy& lgggtaa. 4tc tbi^ tints v tba. gaareenaaa&t o£ 
Sj^VM.dtti&dJMW£^ and hia 

brother 



hmthiiY \ nrinffihiu rfliffikmmfc t&ho>hrotftd tacfrafclM* 
^M* S»tfiW!ft mii ^Httrf^«*mrtit^ tain* *k» 

W^ t^y^^ tB ^MAtyiBill l lftlfc p— Q f «n m of Mm* 
. 1 4A^>4^MW4^M4m»l^>tet fcttfati attorney fc* 

C4P» *i* 4*tftywijittentei*|o Ule r «m*i bilEgyp^ 
wfeo caflje to, tte^stftftwu m.*Mdl ffefatdptaitlfc 
WWyk w^ein 4J«rond&^l*«my/Wrt totaftpdafeptei, 
q^i^e lojtt)wty%m^ bfcmhma 

the feagt of taj»ei»actai»;to officiate, i» tke;t»sipl* a* 
lii^hpiyest; where he had £9^ iftdigftiAjn otfooait* 
tym^ttaBeqgik, lqho cjdteit to* r apr ottfafti! mam** 
W4 pdt^iiiiin witb cifcai*- T^rW*i& iartigpie*** 
thi «. ,% th^ Pharisees* wk hop* hip* a* itamtattte ha**, 
tfed. Enjaged by th*s« iamJls* 4tautosle* taofe .in- 
stant revenge by killing six thotfsjiad. o^them*:' Quo* 
thi^tipie, he chose lys guards, out,©/ ttefyeaahsai mk 
iions^never daring to trust ,Uij9*^w£thiJeMfc. Atlhsti 
there broke out a, civil wa* hefgwe* h*»* and ]& people* 
wjych continue about, wy^i »df occasioned the 
death of fi% thousand, pejtsous 4 a, 4f)wi9Kij hotsfe *ssi 
fought, a^d,AIexajwierQoni(jwr«dtheBFj. Hftearacaedi 
the most horrid barbarities, by which he s&<tamfitd:tbai 
whole party, that tfeey gave jhun no farthm digtu-Jtaacej 

After these, civil, warjs were., Qnded. he had content 
lions with neighbouring kings* but.a£ib? ewtofthMfe 
years returned to Jgruegteiu, a*d,wafi.w^.rec0iyed< farysi 
his^utyects : soon aft£r r tjus;be die^ of, a. disease Mohidta 
was at first brought on by. excessive drinking 

Alexander, by hjs wi]},, aj?poj^ted t^at thftaaprena*; 



authority should descend to h» royal consort Alexan- 
dra, who made her eldest seteHyroanus high-pries*, 1>ut 
the administration was entirely n the power' of the Pha- 
risee* They immediately revoked, die decree which' 
John Hyrcanus had made a$an*t4heir fetffi&mat con- 
stitutions, and put many of thtfSaddticetes- to death, by 
the queen's leave, for 'she dreaded a fresh civil war. ; 
The late king* friends, ; seeing no end ^o'thesepersecu-' 
t*»s, wentina bodyi with the queen's 'youngest "son' 
Aristobulus at their head, to remonstrate against these' 
proceedings; requesting that, if they could have no 
other defence, they might be placed in the different" 
garrisons irf the kingdom, out of the reach of their ene- 
mies. To this the queen readily consented, for she' 
■*arttty commiserated *heir case ; but this was the ut- 
most she ccold do tot them. The Jews were threatened 
with a powerful mvaeWby the king of Armenia, but' 
sent ambassadors, Who accommodated the difference. ' 

Ina showtime after queen Alexandra fell sick find 
died, being then seventy-three years old. She wais a : 
prmcess of great wisdom and discretion : and, if s he : 
bed not inclined too much to the Pharisees, no excep-' 
tjons could have been made to her government : 

When Alexandra made Hyrcanus high-priest, sh*' 
left Anstobulus, his younger brother, to lead a private' 
life : this by no means suited his aspiring temper ; as ' 
soon, therefore, as his mother was past all hopes of re-' 
covery he used measures to obtain the supreme autho- '' 
nty, and Hyrcanus was obliged to submit to him. H4 
canus retired to live upon his private fortune, but was ' 
afterwards prevailed on, by one of his adherents, to at. 
tempt the recovery of the kingdom, "and he sought the 
stance of Aretas, king of Arabia, who supplfed him 
w*h an army , winch being joined by the Jews, Hyr- 
canus gamed a complete victory. 



In 
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• In the mean time the Roman empire spread far and 
near. Pompey, a famous general, had lately reduced 
Syria to the form of a Roman province ; and Scaurus, 
one of his lieutenants, being sent with an army as far 
as Damascus, Aristobulus gained him on his side by the 
payment of a large sum of money. Scaurusthreatened 
Aretas with the Roman arms in case he did not retire, 
which obliged him to raise the siege, and retreat. x ; 

Not long after Pompey himself came to Damascus, 
where he was attended by ambassadors, from several 
nations, and among the rest from Hyrcanus and Aristo~ 
bulus. . Pompey ordered the brothers to appear before 
him; they accordingly attended, and many Jews came 
also to remonstrate against both : alledging, that they 
, had changed the old, and introduced a new form ot 
government ; desiring that they migh$ not have a king, 
but that justice might be administered by the high* 
priest, agreeably to the law of God. 

Pompey, having heard all parties, saw the injustice of 
Aristobulus, but left the determination of the affair till 
he could go to Judea. Aristobulus immediately armed 
in his defence ; and when Pompey arrived he found him 
shut up in a strong fortress. Pompey was not long be- 
fore he marched against him, and laid siege to Jerusa- 
lem. Aristobulus then, by the promise of a large sum 
of money, prevailed on him to retire ; but failing in the 
payment, exasperated Pompey, who marched forward, 
and was received into Jerusalem by Hyrcanus's party. 
H#re he met with resistance from the other faction ; 
and there was great confusion in the .city. In three 
months time Pompey prevailed, and put the principal 
incendiaries of the war to death. " 

Be|bre he left Jerusalem, Pompey, with several other 
chief officers, went into the Temple, and caused the 
most sacred parts of it, even the most holy place, to be 

opened. 
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fcsvted. H* vaitts} ^tMWitetakDr ***> ksA diem 
tttouekod r he tongs* it k*wm*fl asfeissAiirte destroy 
Is «£ Je > o arf wa s *■* *o*gh toresssrtfl Hjc*- 
rtotfco lugh^rdcttfcqosV yet fas* etopfiv ccThimofaM 
tfct m*4*«aqticst*e£liis pttdbroesofS} wo nltf twt pentiR 
bm to w»o»* diadem K ami ofeligti him to pay* a» an* 
teat tribute to» tlto RdiMma Ptunpey hod hft&erto 
gained groat bwwwr, audi me* wfcfr wmtfc r fcl ' mecean 
IropsifeMP lhi» he- wwik m Mb character, antHs* hts power, 
islncfc is-attributed .fry Jewiafr hirt i wimis to his* pr«fci»- 
*n§/the wmc m roy. 



SECTION* XIV. 

Alexander, the son. of Aristobulusy attempted t<* 
recover the kingdom of Judea. Hyrcamis, heing too 
weak to take the field against him, would hate fortified 
Jerusalem by rebuilding the walls* hut this Jus treaty 
with, the Romans* forbad ; ha was ' therefore obliged to 
send to them for forces, upon, which Gahiaius,. who was. 
then the Roman governor of Syria* came to, his relief. 
Alexander submitted,. Hyrcaiws* was confirmed inthe 
higji -priesthood; but the civil administration was-takea 
tfom the Sanhedrim* the lanjL divided, into five pro- 
vinces, and courts of justice, appointed over each of 
them; and from this time,, instead of the prince, ttak 
supreme authority was invested .in the Nobles* 

Gabiniuswasa very wickedman»and.«xercised,grealf 
extortion and oppression: he was soon removed* front 
his government, and cent intaexile^ where he ii«e4 in 
s> state, of poverty for son*» years* 

• Hctwa»ttke» primmer by Potnpey, bar made hte escape. 

Crassus 



tHW:F^ W& iB^IM %* #F« weip g#*fc tr^ 
isures in the temple at Jerusalem, marched his aimy, UfUf 
$efc#,^i^h£^^ it of &&$ &*W he 

■yjfl^^PMI tffS* 1 ^* W whicfc hs. wa£ daiq, . ft 
JRH^^rt .VA^W Pft-Wt >$'?*&** rec^iwAtibe h^aii 
t>i ^ra^jus, ^iC^u^i me^ ^d^la ke pau*$44wi 

riches. „ ,, . - : ,. • . , .» 

8%£$l!}¥m i ^ tut 

M^^^H^JwWe &9ft*»?4 tan** ^^r4 ? 4mai« Wi 

l^ri ofith&sogj^sfe, % &,# %<Mgn,to^w pi?e#*tftf 
subject: it is juftciepat ,tp^>;» tl^ P^mp^y was, obi?* 

,hW^^W&^er^v^jjse^}c^abU te Ca^^Egjfptg, 
9^ i^^acc^ij^ he.c^fmsd afl the. ^lieges tfe#t 

_, f lronv$ggpj^ C^say ^affied info Sym; tae. h* wife 

ty^u& wifft Q^Qla^nts again# ^yrcarojs m& &*&> 
j^er,^ :i b J i^,4n|iga^r, t ^ ,was* th*j*. with C«*ar» 
54e^4 tfceir. c#use.s# *je# ,*a^^«sir« ipfttfri tf *** 

hold the office of high-pwft& m&lha'Vimeigaiity tf 
Judea, in perpetual succession, and that Antipater should 
be the procurator of Judea ujiflex tym. This Antipa- 
ter, who was a man of great wisdom, and powerful in- 
terest, hadVt^o, so^P^a^ aqA #e*o4: t* the for- 
mer, he gave the government of the country about Je- 
.j.i/i:*-.:*)^ ,;-v, ^\ *■-.. nisalem; 



><• 
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rusalem; to the latter,- that 'of 'Galllee\ Phasael be* 
fcaved himself weH, but' Herdd 'was of a very violent" 
temper. - •" '• ; '•; ' / ' • :i ' 

' Julius Caesar returned to Rome^after the death of 
Pompey, great honours were decreed him, but a con- 
spiracy was formed against him, and' he* was treache^ 
tously murdered. Jfolius had lately' given permission to 
Hyrcanus to rebuild the Walls of Jenrealem ( and dur- 
ing his life the Jewt Were neltf in' 1 gifeat fioribuF ahd 
esteem by the Romans. '~ a1 

Antipater was poisoned at a banquet by Hyrcanus's 
butler, at the'instigatidri bf'Malifeusi'who was next in 
power to htmVhis s6ns i -Would ,> WiT^ : revenged his death, 
but that there was a treaty 'of *majriia^eonfbot betweeri 
Herod and Marianine, the high -jpfietPs grand-daughter^ 
which silked his ambitious 1 ^ew# 'as'the 1 Jews were 

* » • • • 

greatly attached to the Asmbneinikmil^.' 

Antigonus, the son of Aristobultts, made another at-* 
tempt to recover the kmgdtini; and so far succeeded, 
that Hyrcamia and ^lasa^'w^ere' taken and put in' 
chains, and ♦ Antigdnus'tOok: possession -of Jerusalem. 
tteffc he*' was besfegedby ftbrbd; assisted hyi Romax* 
army. The city held out several months VKH great re- 
solution, but was at length obliged to surrender. An- 
tigonus submitted!,' aiftV , was'IecHn' chains* to Rome, and 
Herod took the kingdom ; Hut; not thinking himself 
secure Vhiist any of Ihe %yal* family were alhne, he* 
prevailed on the "RomAnV lb put 7 Antigonus to tfeath as.' 
a conimoh otimfott;' - Wi^ ; hhn 4f enaeath^verygnty , 
if the famous Asmbn\te ftonily. ' ! f '•'» -' — *-'* l ' 



r. 



' t 



i 



r . •'•'sECTibN'kv;'' : "'■" : -/ 



' '■"' Tf<E ntiiGtf o¥ ; HEROD h&lR GitEATV'' 4- ' 

•: '»• • ";, *• .... •.•: \ l 3- ■•l , i:i- .f j ,j r 't **• */^ .i . ■- 

As Herod was obliged to make his way to the throne 

o* 



F 
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•f Judea. through much blood, soke found it necessary 
to establish himself in it by the same means, and he 
put numbers to death. Hyrcanus continued a, prisoner 
at Seleucia in Babylonia ; but was at length set at li- 
berty, and was allowed to reside at Babylon, at which 
place were many Jews, who treated him with* the re- 
verence and respect due to their high-priest, and the 
honour due to a king; opt he longed to return to' hid 
native country, Herod was equally desirous to get hin* 
into his power, and invited him with flattering pro- 1 
mises, and sent an embassy to solicit leave , for him to^ 
return^ which the Parthian monarch -granted, angl th* 
unfortunate old prince was for< somfi time treated*^ 
Herod with apparent kindness and respect; , ' >, r 
. During the wa|S wjiich were carried on between CsX 
sar Octavius and Marc Antony, (of which there is a 
full account jn the {toman History) Herod continued a 
steadfast friend to Antony ; .but, finding he was in 4 
desperate situation, and that he would not heaigken 4$ 
his advice, Herod resolved to make his peace witlvCa?-, 
sar. He had reason to apprehend, that the cbn^uerorv 
would restore Hyrcanus, who had once reigned under, 
the protection of the Romans; to prevent this, he caus- 
ed, him to be put to death, after he had passed the eigh- 
tieth year of his life}, under pretence of his holding a 
treasonable correspondence with the king of Arabia, r 

Josephus tells us, that Hyrcanus was a man of emi- 
nent candour, justice, and moderation ; but a lover of 
his ease, and so conscious to himself of his own insuffi- 
ciency for the offices of public administration, that he 
usually entrusted them to other hands, by which means 
Antipater and Herod made their fortunes. .. 

Herod having obtained an audience of Caesar^ as he- 
entered his presence, laid aside his diadem i he expressed 

• himself 
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fcimeetf with m much mtrcpttttyv «»* Cttsar, ptecned 
with hkapivity caused Mm to put ori hi* diadem again* 
accepted of his Mendthfp) and oeuitfuied him in thd 
kingdom of Jtudea • npei* which hemade very large ami 
fitagnifibent presents tefcaesai*, and all m* friends, and 
ftomthat time had morcofhis fhvonr -than 1 any otfte* 
tributary prince of fche ; Roman empire.; 
n Pleased wkh hie sneeese, Reredrrefcunfed to Judea; 
Ml) on Mb* ariivti), fraud A damp to Ins joy in tfire trotr- 
btetfof hfe own family, wh&fr were- repeated, till at 
length be caused h& heaved wife, Mariarane, to be 
put 4» iaiA in the fmy of* jealensy. When Herod's 
ia$e i« quenched with her Metfd* hitf love 1 ftffter re- 
rived ; and the consideration of what he hao'&ne/ tilled 
hli mind with agonies of* remorse*. These he endea- 
voored to s tide with feagfags- ai&dlfenrionw, trot all fir 
vain ; the idea of M arianinc was fbr ever present, amf 
he wa**enic^r]ie#i»a0taveofdirtractio». Soon after, 
a pestilence happened, which carried off great numbers t 
this- was regarded a* a judgment from Gei* fbr the 
queen's death. Kef od &em thie time was observed to 
aot with move rigour and crueky than he had ever 
dembflfoicyaada* continued to de- to dteendef hi* 



Came Octavhis, after the dearth of Mare Antony, re* 
turned to Roma* in great tviemph* and hod the name or* 
Atoubtus given to him ; which signified something 
above human, sacned and venerable, and; by thiehe tn 
afterwards called^ 

Hfeved having cut off all the Asaaeaew ftaa% and 
amljr, thought? hunsetf secure hi hi* hingdaay and vea* 
tured to deviate in many things fam* tfce ancient Jqwlsh 
enfrtom^. He buik two stalely cities: one-whet* S h m mi a 
fMnaarip stood, calk4Seb*ste; the ether epasaroa. <ht 

the 
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tiftlftttar he e*paftde4 *arf *Un*? wdafbooamethe 
aa&^aixd meet loWftrethiaitt portt* aH the 4 oaaftof Phot* 
sicifu tefiko fruilt a ifeagfeifkteftt palace for hunseM^ 
ill wbicfe wore t*o apartment*} one ** honour 4f 
Augustus, and the otbfsr of ikgrippa, the oropetarii 
diiffiaraaiite, 

Herod having finished his kuiUm&i a*d;fi*dmg «ta 
people miich offended because of the many breaches he 
had made upon their laws, in order to recover their 
good opinion, and make them some amends, formed a 
design for rebuilding the Temple, which, by length of 
time, and injury from enemies, was in a very decayed 
and ruinous condition, haying stood five hundred years 
In two years he got together all proper materials, when 
he pulled down the old Temple, to the very founda- 
tion, to make room for the new one, which in nine years 
and a half was so far finished as to be fit for divine ser- 
vice ; though, to complete it, workmen were employed 
for many years afterwards. Thus did Herod, though 
he knew it not, make preparations for the reception of 
the true King of the Jews, whose presence was to glo- 
rify this Temple; which might still be called the second* 
because that was not taken away, nor suffered to lie 
waste, but only renewed and cleansed from the profa- 
nation of the heathen. 

Whilst these things were doing in Judea, Augustus 
subdued all nations, and the temple of Janus was shut 
at Rome. In times of war the custom was to have its 
£ates open, but shut in peace ; and it was now the 
fifth time, since the building of that city, that it had 
been shut, which was in the twenty-sixth year of the 
reign of Augustus, and the thirty-third of Herod's, 
when a general peace prevailed for twelve years toge- 
ther all over the world. 

During 
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' During this period Gob sent, into the world the 
Prince of Peace, the promised MESSIAH, whose' 
life and doctrines are contained in the New Testament. 
Before we begin to read that, it will be proper to peruse 
the following tables, which will assist the memory in 
the recollection of the principal revolutions which 
happened in the Jewish state. 



•\ 
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TABJ 

.1 a 


*•**..* ■. ' 


.••/<^ r-fii.-i 


•:<'• v.i iiirh; k-'\ ' .:: . "-.I:. • ; 


PATRIARCHS WFQRE. THE FLOOD.. ..' 


Adam, 

Seth, 
Enos, 
Cainan, 

Mahaleel, 




! Jared, 

Enoch, 

Methusalah, 
i Lamech, 

ftoAH. ,. 

• 


• • 


V:- f . II. 


PATRIARCHS AF 

Shem^ . ' 

Arphaxad, 

Salah, 

Ebbr, 

Peleg, 

Rev, 


rER THE FLOOD. 

Serug, 
.Nahor, 

Terah, 
Abraham, 
Isaac, 
Jacob. 


« 


< III. 




TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 


Reuben, 
Simeon, 
n Levi, 
Judah, 

IfiSAGHAR, 

2ebulun, 
Gad, 




Asher, 
Dan, 

Naphtali, 
' Benjamin, 

• 



IV. 
JEWISH LAWGIVER, and FIRST HIGH-PRIEST£ 
Moses, | Aaron. 



f .. ; • * V. 

tEADSR OP THE JEWS AFTER THE DEATH 
-'•♦- OF MOSES. 

Joshua. 
...... VI. JUDGES 



yi. .. 

JUDGES OCCASldkALtft^lAISED UP TO DE- 
LIVER ISRAEL FROMfTHEIR OPPRESSORS. 

i Samson, •• ■ > 

I Eli, also high-priest, . 
j Samuel, a great proj&u&. 



* / * it 

Othm^bW"-'* * 

Ehud, 
Shamgar, 

Deborah and Baa i* f 
Gideon, 






MX*. 



KINGS OF ALL ISRAEL. 

Stfufc, i fbvno, | %Mfctoto>. 

After the death ufthe tattler the tribes reyolte#1Wt 
formed two* sepanfte Juugdotfis. \ . . ,\ . . 

Vllt, 



KINGS OF ISRAEL. 




12 JOASH 

$B Jfefc**4AM 

An interregnum 
?14» Zechakiah 

15 Shallum 

16 Menahem 

17 Pekaiah 

18 PfiKAH 

An anarchy 
19 Hoshka 



Reigned 




1 Jeroboam 

2 Nadab 
ft Baasha 
4 Elah 

5 ZlMRl 

6 Omri 

7 Aha* 

• AffAfclliR 
9 JORAM 

10 Jehu 

11 Jehoahaz 

In the reign of the last Icing, t&*tMi&*^f£iAml*, 
the kittgdom 61* tsrael consisted, were taken fey the As- 
syrians, and carried away captive. The kingdom of 
Judah, composed of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
the Levites, and s^ch remnants, o£Jf&4ffi *fcfj^f^<fq 
e&tfped'tfte Captivity, s{tK#tib*isft94 tinder the govern- 
ment of the following monarch* from the death of So- 
lemon. .,!•-* 

: ;) - ; - IX. KINGS 
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KINGS OF JUDAH. 

JUigned, 



CO 



I I JoTHAM 

12 AHAZ 

13 ffl^fcinctA'H 

14 Manasseh 

15 Amon 

16 JoSIAH 

17 Jehoahaz 
ik } Ei*t>I A<i« *M f * *i ry rs. 
l$j J&H<e I AC* in ,£*ngs]« 
fcoZEMfclAH .*V*y*S* 




1 "Rehoboam 17 
z Abimh 3 

J Asa 41 J 

4 jEHOSlf AtHAT 25 
* 5 >RA» St 

6 Ahaziah i>, 

7 Athaliah' 6 

10 UaxiAM 5^ 

In the feign of the l«t l^flg,(fte<kin5^omtjf ftf4ih 
was subdued by Neba4kAdt#zwt,rW&C&fte&iM*y : 
captive into Babylon* 

X. 

KINGS WHO OFFRESSKf) ISKAfct AlMF jGi- 
DAH ftEFORE THEIR C^PtlVTFY. 
Pu l, king of Assyria, . wtiose kingdom was after-- 
wards divtdexi into rhtec farts* vis* Arty*k> IfcfbjQpn,, 
and Media*-. 

KINGS. Ofe-ASSTOBK. 



if$RALltA*fES*!l 9 . 



*$fe*NAOf*Kfcia*« 

. Es a* - H a toon* . 



'< . The ten trtbes^ were ^ufedu«l tfey BennariwribV *W T 
tarried* w*y imo * swange kend'by Esar^Hoddbn his 
son. Scleral kings succeeded tlleie, 4fUt we itoad'Mat. 
thing of them in Scripture -till ■ the reign of Nsbuchad-- 
nezzar, who led the kiag c and people of Judah into 
captivity, and :ako conquered Assyria, v which .was thca,! 
addecUto .the Bajiy Ionian empire. 



JdlTAIfj. 
IsAJ A !?,'.. 

Vou, IV*. 



XL. 
H&OHHETS: 



! 



Nah-**? 

FUiAfc4CT«^ 

Zephaniah*. 
Jerbmiah. 



« ft 



^^ "^^S^^^fr\ 



These were sent, during the reigns of the kings of 
Judah and Israel, to warn them and the people to de- 
part from their sins, and to promise blessings to the 
faithful. 

Jeremiah continued^ | ' pie return- 

Daniel, ZbchariahX ed from the 

Ezekiel, " • ^captivity. 

Obadiah, , ' Malaohi Mhelastofthc 

Haggai, , ' MALA0H H prophets.- 

These prophesied after the Jews were carried into 
«tptivity, till prophecy ceased. They \ comforted the 
people during their absence from their own land, and 
foretold their return, and the fate of various nations, 
also a great deliverance by the Messiah. 



, • X1I.~ 
KINGS OF BABYLON AND ASSYRIA, TO 
WHOM THE ISRAELITES WERE 
IN SUBJECTION. 



Nebuchadnezzar, 

Evil-Merodach, 

Laiorosoarchod, 



Neriglissar, 
Belshazzar. 



This last king was subdued by Cyras king ©f Persia, 

who put an end to the Assyrian monarchy, and founded 

.the Persian. He permitted the Jews to return to their 

own land, and* be governed by their own law, but tljey 

were still dependent on Persia. 

• "XIII. 
KINGS OF TPERSIA TO WHOM THE, ISRAEL. 
ITES WERE IN SUBJECTION AFTER 
THE DEATft OF CYRUS. 

1 §0G*IANU9, 

Darius Nothus, 



Cambyses, 
Smbrdis Macvs, . 
Darius ^tcstaspes, 
Xerxes I. 
Artaxerxes Longima. 

wus, 



Artaxerxes Mnbmon, 
Artaxerxes Ochus, 
Arses, 
| Darius Cop^omai^us. 

This 
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„ .This last king was vanquished by Alexander tie 
Great, who put an end to the* Persian monarchy, on 
the ruin of which arose the Grecian empire. After the 
death of Alexander this empire was divided into four 
kingdoms, Egypt, Syr«, Asia, Macedon. 



XIV.' 

KINGS OF^EGYPT, TO WHOM THE JEWS 
" WERE IN SUBJECTION IN CONSEQUENCE 

OF THE DIVISION OF 'ALEXANDER'S 

KINGDOM. 



Ptolemy Sotbr, 
Ptolemy Phi lad el. 
phus, 



Ptolemy Evbrgetes, 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, 
Ptolemy Philomiter. 



During the reign of the last king, the land of Judea 
was annexed to the kingdom of Syria. 



XV, 

KINGS OF SYRIA, TO WHOM THE JEWS 
WERE IN SUBJECTION, 

Antiochus the Great, . 1 Antiochus Eupater, 
"Antiocnus Epiphanes, | Demetrius Sotbr. 

f In the reign of this, king the Jews made a league 
with the Romans. 



Antiochus Sidetes, 
Demetrius Nicanor, 
restored. 



Alexander Belus, 

Demetrius Nicanor, 
Antiochus Theus, 
Thyphon, 

In the reign of this., king John Hyrcanus shook off 
the Syrian yoke. 



ROMAN TRIUMVIRS ON WHOM THE JEWS 

WERE DEPENDENT. 



Pompey the Great, 
Julius Cjesar, after- 
wards emperor, 
Marc Antony. 



Octavi anus, called after- 
wards Augustus C^i 
iar, emperor* 

XVII. 



v •.-* • 



XVII. 
ROMAN GOVERNORS OF SYRIA, WHO OK, 
PRESSED ifl.E JEWS USDER THE TRIUfcU 
. .VI RS. 

Gabinius,. \ m Crassus. 

The first set up a new form of government in Judea*. 
Tfie latter plundered. the Temple at Jerusalem. _ 

XVIII.. o 

HK5H PRIEST? OF JUDAH AFTER THE RE- 
TURN FROM. T?H£ BABYLONISH CAETL- 

vity; 



Js&hu%,. 

JoiA&iM* 
EtlASHLBy 

JoKANAN,, 

Jaddua, 
Onias I. 
Simon the Just* 



t 



Elr-a3cab^ 1 
Makapiih,, 
Onias 11, 

SlWON II. 

OauAt III*. 
Jason, 

Menelaus^ 

AL-CIMUS. 



XIX.. 
*fcI*lCES OF JUDAH, 
Raised vp by God, and miraculously insisted tocprotecf 
the people fr^m. the cruel persecution; of Aatiechuss 

Epifha;»es, and other vfi ants, who attempted to dis- 
possess them of thtif land, to which Divine goodness . 
Bad restored them* 



Mattathias,. 
Judas Maccabeus, 
Jonathan^ 



StMON>. 

Johx:Hy*cakvs, 



■■I, ! 



XX 

KINGS OF JUDAH, 
Whfc forgetful that the LoH«Thad given the inheritance 
.tp Da^vid an^ Ws s$e4 f& *vtr, usurped the title «*f ? 
king^and redjfleA ^hWiCAunt^ to.aJevel with hca#i 
thee nations* 

"A* WTO B.UX.HS*, 



ALEXANDER J^XiEVS^ 

Alexandra, 
^pttsfroBULus II; 

END OF. THE FOURTH VOLUME* 



H-YRCANUS II*. 

ANTlfcONUS, . 
HERDD« 



Law aad G.lbert, lemurs, £Ujok»>S<iHare, Load©*. 
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